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Seddiq Weera was born and raised in Afghanistan where he studied in the Faculty of Medicine, Kabul University and practiced as a physician. He was imprisoned by the Soviet-backed regime in Kabul three times between 1978 and 1984 for a total of about five years. Currently he is a Senior Associate at the Centre for Peace Studies at McMaster University in Canada. He is the founding co-chair of the Canadian Coalition for Afghan Peace and Development. In Afghanistan, he served on the Board of the Independent National Commission on Strengthening Peace and has recently been appointed as Senior Policy Advisor to the Minister of Education.

Summary of Roundtable Discussion with Dr. Weera 

The tendency to dichotomize certain political groups as good and evil is counterproductive to the Peacebuilding process. Al Qaeda has many grievances and feels subject to numerous counts of social injustices. Therefore, by failing to address these grievances, we are undermining a group who would be paramount to peace negotiations.  An agreement achieved through multi-level dialogues would be beneficial to all parties and might promote the opportunity for sustainable peace.  

Three factors which have been found to weaken international collaboration have been outlined are as follows: (1) the UN Mandate does not provide for peace (security resolutions); 2) there is no international mandate for peace in Afghanistan; and 3) aside from the US commitment, few countries have offered to become involved in Afghanistan’s peace process.

In sum, political rehabilitation and collaboration is needed to help political parties so they can contribute in international and collectively improve the state of Afghanistan.  

