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Canada and the CANZ Group Call for a Consensus on Robust 
Peacekeeping, the Protection of Civilians and Peacebuilding 
Click here to read the post – Posted on Thursday, October 29, 2009 
 
 

Veteran Mountie says Canadian officers not fully protected in 
overseas missions  

Click here to read the post – Article by David Pugliese for the Ottawa Citizen. Posted on Wednesday, 

November 4, 2009 
 
 

Lack of U.N. air power endangers Congo civilians. Can Canada 
help? 
Click here to read the post – Posted on Thursday, November 5, 2009 

 
 

The Dutch are reported to be secretly exploring the possibility of 
sending Dutch peacekeepers to conflict zones in Africa 
Click here to read the post – Article by Radio Nederland. Posted on Friday, November 6, 2009 
 
 

Whither Canadian peacekeeping? Dramatic drop seen in 
contributions to United Nations peacekeeping operations 
Click here to read the post – Posted on Tuesday, November 10, 2009 

 
 

Canada helps train African peacekeepers 
Click here to read the post – Article by CBC news. Posted on Wednesday, November 18, 2009 

 

NEWS BRIEFS  
 

 
T H I S  MO N T H  O N  T H E  POWG  BLOG  

 
 
 
 

http://peaceoperationsworkinggroup.blogspot.com/2009/10/canada-and-canz-group-call-for.html
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http://peaceoperationsworkinggroup.blogspot.com/2009/11/dutch-are-reported-to-be-secretly.html
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http://peaceoperationsworkinggroup.blogspot.com/2009/11/canada-helps-train-african-peacekeepers.html


3 | P a g e    

 

POWG Newsletter - No.29 – November 2009 

 

Size and Composition of 

AMISOM 

• Maximum authorised strength: 
8,000 troops plus maritime and 
air components 

• Strength as of October 2009: 
about 5,200 Ugandan and 
Burundian troops. 

• Duration: February 2007 to 
present: AU mandate expires 
on 17 January 2010 and Council 
authorisation expires on 31 
January 2010.  

 

COUNTRY FOCUS  
 

S O M A L I A  

Á On October 1st, fighting broke out in Kismayo for the first time between the two rebel groups 
Al-Shabaab and Hizbul Islam (which has been allies in the insurgency against the Transitional 
Federal Government (TFG)). Al-Shabaab claimed victory, but there were reports of continued 
clashes in other parts of the south. While the groups themselves seemed to play down the 
conflict and agreed on a truce, new fighting reportedly erupted on October 21 when Hizbul 
Islam attacked Al-Shabaab near Kismayo. 
 

Á In his report to the UN Security Council on October 2nd, the Secretary-General indicated that 
the second phase of the incremental approach endorsed by the Council (which calls for a UN 
“light footprint” in Mogadishu) would be implemented through deployment of international staff 
on short-term missions due to security concerns. 
 

Á On October 8, the UN Security Council was briefed by the Under-Secretary-General for Political 
Affairs, B. Lynn Pascoe, and by the Director of the UN Support Office for the AU Mission in 
Somalia (AMISOM), Craig Boyd. Pascoe confirmed that Burundi and Uganda have offered one 
additional battalion each to AMISOM, while Djibouti has offered a special forces unit. 
 

Á On October 22nd, mortar bombs killed at least 30 people in Somalia's capital Mogadishu after 
rebels launched shells at the president's plane. African Union (AU) peacekeepers responded 
with heavy artillery fire. President Sheikh Sharif Ahmed, who was leaving for a summit in 
Uganda, was not hurt. But residents and medical workers said at least 30 people died and 
scores more were wounded in one of the heaviest exchanges to rock the city for weeks. A 
Reuters journalist near the AMISOM base said the AU troops fired 
at least 35 BM-21 rockets and mortar shells at Bakara, and that 
towers of dark smoke poured from the market. Last month, al 
Shabaab hit AMISOM's Mogadishu headquarters in an audacious 
twin suicide car bombing that killed 17 peacekeepers, including 
the Burundian deputy force commander. 

 
Á An open debate at the Security Council in October demonstrated 

that there is strong support among Council members for the 
current UN strategy on Somalia and much agreement on key 
issues. A few countries, however, most notably Uganda and 
China, still seem to favour a quicker transition to a UN 
peacekeeping force than others. 

 

 

 

http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900sid/KERN-7RD5BM?OpenDocument
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/LM071650.htm
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Size and Composition of  

UNMIS 

• Maximum authorised strength: 
up to 10,000 military and 715 
police personnel  

• Strength as of 31 August 2009: 
9,723 troops, 485 observers; 
and as of 28 June 2009: 192 
staff officers and 693 police 
advisers (as of 31 August)  

• Main troop contributors: India, 
Pakistan and Bangladesh  

• Cost: 1 July 2009 - 30 June 
2010: $958.35 million  

Duration: 24 March 2005 to 
present; mandate expires 30 April 
2010 

 
Size and Composition of 

UNAMID 

• Maximum authorised strength: 
up to 19,555 military 
personnel, 3,772 police and 19 
formed police units (total police 
6,432)  

• Main troop contributors: 
Nigeria, Rwanda, Egypt and 
Ethiopia  

• Military Strength as of 31 
August  2009: 14,659 military 
personnel  

• Police Strength as of 30 June 
2009: 3,941 police personnel  

• Cost: 1 July 2009 - 30 June 
2010: $1,598.94 million  

Duration: 31 July 2007 to 
present; mandate expires 31 July 
2010 

S U D A N   

 

Á On September 28, a convoy carrying UNAMID civilian and military 
personnel was attacked in El Geneina, West Darfur, which killed a 
Nigerian peacekeeper and left two others seriously injured. On 
October 27, ten people were killed during clashes between 
Zaghawa and Birgid tribes in Shangil Tobaiya in south of the North 
Darfur capital of El-Fasher.  
 

Á Sudan and Chad have recently initiated direct dialogue. On 
October 10, a Sudanese presidential adviser met Chadian 
President Idriss Déby and expressed Khartoum‟s willingness to 
improve ties with N‟djamena. The Sudanese government agreed 
to remove Chadian rebels from the joint border, and Déby agreed 
to allow Sudan to verify the presence of Darfur rebels in Chad.  

 
Á On October 19, the International Criminal Court (ICC) opened its 

confirmation hearing against Bahr Idriss Abu Garda, the first 
Darfur rebel suspect to appear before the ICC. He is accused of 
three war crimes allegedly committed against the AU 
peacekeeping mission in Sudan in 2007. The case, involving 
Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) rebel leader Abu Garda, 
surrounds a September, 2007 attack on a base in Haskanita, North 
Darfur that killed 12 African Union peacekeepers. The case is the 
first at the ICC involving crimes against international 
peacekeepers. 
 

Á On October 19, UNAMID reported a military build-up in North 
Darfur, with increased military activities by the Sudanese 
government and Sudan Liberation Army/Abdul Wahid Faction 
(SLA/AW) forces in Sortony and Kabkabiya.  

 
Á On October 22nd, unidentified gunmen ambushed a military jeep 

in Islamabad, killing Pakistani Brigadier Moin-ud-din Ahmed and 
his driver. Brigadier Moin-ud-din was the acting deputy force 
commander of the United Nations Mission in Sudan (UNMIS). He 
was spending vacations with his family in Islamabad at the time of 
the incident. 
 

Á On October 23rd, 140 Indonesian police personnel joined the 
African Union United Nations peacekeeping operation in western 
Sudan province of Darfur. The members of the Formed Police Unit 
(FPU) will replace Indonesian police members who serve in the 
restive region since one year ago.  

 

http://www.voanews.com/english/Africa/2009-10-19-voa5.cfm
http://www.voanews.com/english/Africa/2009-10-19-voa5.cfm
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=32603&Cr=darfur&Cr1=
http://www.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-content-library/dawn/news/pakistan/07-gunmen-shoot-dead-two-soldiers-injure-one-in-islamabad-ha-03
http://www.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-content-library/dawn/news/pakistan/07-gunmen-shoot-dead-two-soldiers-injure-one-in-islamabad-ha-03
http://www.sudantribune.com/spip.php?page=imprimable&id_article=32806
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Á On November 2nd, the joint African Union-United Nations peacekeeping mission in Darfur 
(UNAMID) participated in a reconciliation ceremony in the north of the region that is aimed at 
halting a spate of recent inter-tribal clashes that have killed at least two dozen people. Tensions 
have increased around the town of Shangil Tobaya after a member of the Tengur tribe was 
killed by Zaghawa men during their clashes with Birgid tribesmen last week, according to 
information released by UNAMID.  

 
Á In the beginning of November, the Secretary-General‟s Special Representative for Sudan Ashraf 

Jehangir Qazi praised the disarming, demobilization and reintegration so far this year of over 
15,000 former combatants from the African nation‟s north-south civil war. It is hoped that as 
many as 180,000 ex-combatants across Sudan will return to civilian life under the Disarmament, 
Demobilization and Reintegration (DDR) scheme that was launched in February as part of the 
2005 Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA), which ended the war. 

 

D E M O C R A T I C  R E P U B L I C  O F  C O N G O  

Á During the weekend of October 25, Rwandan Hutu rebels killed 10 civilians in attacks in the 
east of Democratic Republic of Congo. The rebels, members of the Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR), ambushed civilian vehicles in Rutshuru, in Congo's eastern 
province of North Kivu. U.N. peacekeepers killed three of the attackers. 
 

Á In November, the Council is expected to renew the DRC sanctions and the mandate of the 
Group of Experts. Both expire on 30 November. 

 
Á The final report of the Group of Experts in November seems likely to include information related 

to: arms shipments to the DRC by exporting countries which have not notified the Committee; 
travel and financial measures imposed against individuals and entities on Committee‟s list; 
violations of international humanitarian law; impediments in the disarmament process; 
recruitment of child solders; obstruction of humanitarian access in eastern DRC; and linkage 
between the exploitation of natural resources and the financing of illegal armed groups. 

 
Á On November 2nd, Alain Le Roy, Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations called 

for a joint investigation into the targeted killing this year of dozens of civilians in the far east of 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) by elements of the country‟s military. The head of 
United Nations peacekeeping said that MONUC and the Congolese armed forces (known as 
FARDC) should conduct the inquiry. 

 
Á  The Congolese government‟s recent military operation in eastern Congo, Kimia II, supported by 

MONUC was aimed to reduce the threats from FDLR in North and South Kivu. However, reprisal 
attacks by FDLR against civilians have led to serious human rights violations and widespread 
displacement. Alan Doss, head of U.N. peacekeeping in the Democratic Republic of Congo, said 
it would be wrong to withdraw U.N. soldiers and to stop backing government forces, despite the 
"moral and practical dilemmas" involved. According to Doss, violence and sexual attacks against 
women and children in eastern Congo would increase if the United Nations ended its support for 
the Congolese army due to concerns over its human rights record. 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=32837&Cr=Sudan&Cr1=
http://www.speroforum.com/a/21936/DR-Congo-UN-peacekeeping-chief-calls-for-probe-into-killings-by-armed-forces
http://af.reuters.com/article/topNews/idAFJOE5AA0QE20091111
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Size and Composition of MONUC 

• Strength: 18,638 troops, 705 
military observers, 1,089 police, 
1,006 international civilian 
personnel (from 31 August 
2009) and 2,539 local civilian 
staff, 615 UN volunteers (from 
30 June 2009)  

• Approved budget (1 July 2009-
30 June 2010): $1,350.00 
million  

Duration: 30 November 1999 to 
present; mandate expires on 31 
December 2009 

Size and Composition of 

MINUSTAH 

Authorised strength as of 15 
August 2006: military component 
of up to 7,200 troops, police 
component of up to 1,951 
officers and 16 correction officers 
• Current strength: 9,158 total 
uniformed personnel (including 
7,060 troops and 2,098 police)  
• Cost: 1 July 2009 - 30 June 
2010: $611.75 million 

 
Á In mid-November, western diplomats speaking on condition of 

anonymity said that the UN is quietly preparing an exit strategy 
for its troops in the Democratic Republic of Congo, the biggest 
U.N. peacekeeping mission in the world. According to one 
western diplomat the pressure to withdraw is partly a question of 
dignity. President Joseph Kabila is putting pressure on the U.N. 
and Security Council ahead of the country's 50th anniversary 
next year to come up with a plan for ending MONUC. President 
Kabila is reportedly eager to show that his government's reliance 
on U.N. peacekeeping is decreasing. In response to the pressure 
from Kinshasa, U.N. officials and diplomats said Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon's next report on Congo would recommend 
the Security Council extend MONUC's mandate for six months, 
instead of a full year. There might also be changes in the new 
mandate. One idea being considered is to shift MONUC's 
headquarters from Kinshasa to the east, where the mission is 
most active, officials said. Another idea would be to keep 
planned troops at unchanged levels in preparation for a future 
withdrawal.  

 

H A I T I  
 
Á Progress has recently been reported in neighborhoods that were once considered too 

dangerous for U.N. peacekeepers that were not protected by armored vehicles. In the Carrefour 
Feuilles neighborhood, MINUSTAH has been helping community leaders organize and finance a 
recycling plant and other environmental initiatives. Such jobs produce fuel for cooking, control 
flooding from denuded hillsides and grow desperately needed crops. These projects are 
overseen by the community violence reduction arm (CVR) of MINUSTAH. The specialized unit, 
established in 2006, is most active in Port-au-Prince but has also mobilized efforts to build 
drainage canals and enhance fishing in rural areas. MINUSTAH's CVR section is involved in more 
than 30 projects nationwide and has a budget of $3.4 million. 
Projects are conceived by the Haitians themselves and launched 
after being vetted by not only engineers and agronomy experts 
but also sociologists and psychologists.   
 

Á On October 30th, President Rene Preval designated Haiti's 
planning minister, Jean-Max Bellerive, as the next prime minister, 
moving swiftly to fill the vacuum left by the overnight sacking of 
the previous government led by prime minister Michele Pierre-
Louis. MINUSTAH called for "a new prime minister to be installed 
as soon as possible in order to avoid a return to instability." The 
mission, which paid tribute to the work accomplished by Pierre-
Louis in the past 14 months, urged politicians to "work together 
in a spirit of solidarity and partnership to take up the many 
challenges and deadlines facing the country."  

http://www.reuters.com/article/newsMaps/idUSTRE5AE1GG20091115?pageNumber=1&virtualBrandChannel=11621
http://www.nytimes.com/gwire/2009/11/09/09greenwire-recycling-in-haiti-eases-tensions-in-a-very-vi-61441.html
http://www.nytimes.com/gwire/2009/11/09/09greenwire-recycling-in-haiti-eases-tensions-in-a-very-vi-61441.html
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5i5bxG-2RA4Z7uq85DO0-i6A5MMiQ
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5i5bxG-2RA4Z7uq85DO0-i6A5MMiQ
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Á On November 5, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon announced the appointment of Kim Bolduc 

of Canada as his Deputy Special Representative for the United Nations Stabilization Mission in 
Haiti (MINUSTAH), where she will also serve as United Nations Resident and Humanitarian 
Coordinator.  She succeeds Joel Boutroue of France. 
 
 

C H A D  &  C E N T R A L  A F R I C A N  R E P U B L I C  

Á MINURCAT, already barely half its mandated strength, will be further constrained in the coming 

months due to the departure of some units, the UN assistant secretary-general for 

peacekeeping, Edmund Mulet, told the UN Security Council on October 22. According to Mulet, 

replacements for departing engineering and transport units are only scheduled to arrive 

between December and March. 

Á On November 10, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) suspended its field 

operations in eastern Chad after bandits kidnapped a French staff member. The ICRC has 315 

staff -- including 57 expatriates -- working in Chad and is one of the biggest aid operations in 

the country, particularly in the volatile east where government forces have clashed with rebels 

since 2006. MINURCAT has advised against humanitarian activities without security escorts in 

the area from Farchana up to Guereda along the Sudan border. 

L I B E R I A  

Á On October 23rd, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon appointed Lieutenant General Sikander 

Afzal of Pakistan as the Force Commander of the United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL).  

Lieutenant General Afzal will replace Lieutenant General A.T.M. Zahirul Alam of Bangladesh, 

whose tour of duty ended on 19 October. Lieutenant General Afzal served with the United 

Nations Operation in Somalia II (UNOSOM II) where he commanded the quick reaction force 

between 1994 and 1995.  

Á On October 29, the Special Representative of the UN Secretary General to UNMIL, Ms Ellen 

Margarette Loej, met with Nigeria's Defence Minister Godwin Abbe. Ms Loej asked Nigeria to 

continue to be a part of the security network in Liberia, after the expiration of the UN Mission in 

Liberia on March 13, 2009. Nigeria currently has 1,600 troops in Liberia, including two 

battalions of the Nigeria Army and some police. 

Á During the weekend of October 31, police officers serving with the United Nations peacekeeping 

force in Liberia have helped foil an attempted mass jail break from a prison in Monrovia. As 

many as 50 prisoners tried to escape after one inmate at Monrovia Central Prison stole a set of 

keys from a corrections officer and then locked that officer inside a cell, according to UNMIL. 

http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2009/sga1204.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2009/sga1204.doc.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/db/an_art/58388/2009/10/10-191025-1.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/db/an_art/58388/2009/10/10-191025-1.htm
http://www.afriquejet.com/news/africa-news/nigeria:-un-seeks-continuous-role-for-nigerian-troops-after-unmil-2009103037252.html
http://www.afriquejet.com/news/africa-news/nigeria:-un-seeks-continuous-role-for-nigerian-troops-after-unmil-2009103037252.html
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Size and Composition of UNOCI 

• Strength as of 30 July 2009: 8,394 

total uniformed personnel, including 
7,024 troops, 198 military observers; 
1,172 police; supported by 407 
international civilian personnel, 426 local 
staff and 288 UN Volunteers 
• Key troop-contributing countries: 

Bangladesh, Ghana, Jordan, Morocco 
and Pakistan. 
Approved Budget: 

1 July 2009-30 June 2010: $491.77 
million 

Size and Composition of UNIFIL 
As of 31 August 2009 

 

• Authorised: 15,000 troops 
• Current: 12,235 military 

personnel 
• Troop Contributors: Belgium, 

Brunei, China, Croatia, Cyprus, El 
Salvador, France, FYR of 
Macedonia, Germany, Ghana, 
Greece, Guatemala, Hungary, 
India, Indonesia, Ireland, Italy, 
Luxembourg, Malaysia, Nepal, 
New Zealand, Norway, Poland 
(due to withdraw in October 
2009), Portugal, Qatar, Republic 
of Korea, Sierra Leone, Slovenia, 
Spain, Tanzania and Turkey 

 

C O T E  DõI V O I R E  

Á On October 29, the UN Security Council renewed for another 
year its arms embargo and diamond trade ban in Côte 
d‟Ivoire, as well as targeted sanctions restricting the travel of 
individuals that threatened the peace process in the West 
African country.  
 

Á On November 11, the United Nations Operation in Côte 
d‟Ivoire (UNOCI) began transporting the provisional voters‟ list 
to polling stations around the country as part of the latest 
phase of preparations for the upcoming presidential elections. 
The country‟s Independent Electoral Commission handed over 
the list to Young-Jin Choi, the Secretary-General‟s Special 
Representative and head of UNOCI, who called it an important step toward reaching the end of 
the crisis in the West African nation, split by civil war in 2002 into a Government-ruled south 
and a rebel-controlled north. 

 

L E B A N O N  

Á The United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) has launched an investigation into 
explosions that occurred during the weekend of October 17 in the southern part of the country, 
the second incident of its kind in less than a week. Preliminary indications are that these 
explosions were caused by explosive charges contained in 
unattended underground sensors which were placed in this area 
by the Israel Defense Forces (IDF), apparently during the 2006 
war. These incidents come at a time when Hezbollah is reported 
to be rapidly rearming in preparation for a new conflict with 
Israel because of fears that Benjamin Netanyahu's government 
will attack Lebanon again prior to any assault on Iran's nuclear 
facilities. In the week of November 1st, Israeli commandos seized 
a ship in the Mediterranean loaded with almost 400 tones of 
rockets and small arms – which Israel claimed was being sent 
from Iran to its Hezbollah allies. In dramatic further evidence of 
growing tensions, the Observer has learned that Hezbollah 
fighters have been busy reinforcing fixed defence positions north 
of the Litani River. 
 

Á Following the explosions, a senior UNIFIL official, UN Special 
Coordinator for Lebanon Michael Williams, said that alleged 
spying devices found in Lebanon indicted Israel may have 
violated Security Council Resolution 1701, which ended the 
Second Lebanon War. 

 

 
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=32614&Cr=leban&Cr1=
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=32614&Cr=leban&Cr1=
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2009/nov/08/hezbollah-rearms-against-israel
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2009/nov/08/hezbollah-rearms-against-israel
http://www.jpost.com/servlet/Satellite?cid=1255694841399&pagename=JPost%2FJPArticle%2FShowFull
http://www.jpost.com/servlet/Satellite?cid=1255694841399&pagename=JPost%2FJPArticle%2FShowFull
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A F G H A N I S T A N  
 
Á According to the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA), armed conflict in Afghanistan 

claimed the lives of over 2,000 civilians from January to October 2009, and the numbers are 
rising. In the first 10 months of 2009, UNAMA recorded 2,021 civilian deaths, compared with 
1,838 for the same period in 2008, and 1,275 in 2007. 
 

Á Two hundred UN staff will be relocated to Dubai from Afghanistan after five United Nations staff 
were killed by Taliban suicide bombers at a guesthouse in Kabul on October 28. The assault, in 
which the Taliban fighters disguised as police stormed the guesthouse, was the most serious on 
the UN during its 50 years of operations in the country. Three local security guards and three 
Taliban fighters were also killed. Non-governmental organizations worry the relocation of U.N. 
staffers from Afghanistan could influence their safety and the viability of their projects. 
 

Á On November 5, the German general commanding NATO forces in Afghanistan criticized the 
United Nations decision to evacuate more than half its international staff based there."By 
withdrawing personnel from Afghanistan it will not be able to reach the progress and success 
we need," he said after the UN said it would relocate 600 expatriate staff following a deadly 
Taliban attack on a UN guesthouse. 

 
 

K O S O V O  
 
Á Just prior to the first independent elections in Kosovo scheduled for November 15th, campaign 

violence hit the former Serbian province. Kosovo Police confirmed that a group of people threw 
rocks at Prime Minister Hashim Thaci's entourage on November 11th, after a campaign rally in 
Decani. Several cars were damaged, but no injuries were reported. More than 1.5 million voters 
are registered to hit the polls in the first of two rounds of votes. The second will take place on 
December 13th.    
 
 

MEMBER ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS  
 

C A N A D E M  
 
The current humanitarian emergency in Chad is complex and characterized by ongoing conflict, 
displacement and suffering. UNOCHA Chad is playing an important role in the humanitarian operations 
that are underway to sustain the lives of 160 000 internally displaced persons and 270 000 refuges. 
One service that OCHA Chad has been providing to humanitarian agencies is Civil-Military Coordination 
(CMCoord), and OCHA has requested that the post of UN-CMCoord Officer be filled urgently until a 
longer-term incumbent can be arranged.  CANADEM, with CIDA funding, has deployed Hans Park for 
this position.  Hans will convene and coordinate regular meetings of key personnel from civilian, 
military and police groups; provide mentoring and training; ensure the mutual exchange of information 

http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?ReportId=87003
http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?ReportId=87003
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/NEWS/WORLDNEWS/ASIA/AFGHANISTAN/6454819/AFGHANISTAN-COUNTS-COST-OF-DEADLIEST-ASSAULT-ON-UN-IN-FIFTY-YEARS.HTML
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/NEWS/WORLDNEWS/ASIA/AFGHANISTAN/6454819/AFGHANISTAN-COUNTS-COST-OF-DEADLIEST-ASSAULT-ON-UN-IN-FIFTY-YEARS.HTML
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/Special/2009/11/09/NGOs-fearful-in-wake-of-UNAMA-retreat/UPI-51661257792336/
http://news.theage.com.au/breaking-news-world/nato-criticises-un-afghan-evacuation-20091106-i0ix.html
http://news.theage.com.au/breaking-news-world/nato-criticises-un-afghan-evacuation-20091106-i0ix.html
http://www.setimes.com/cocoon/setimes/xhtml/en_GB/features/setimes/features/2009/11/12/feature-02
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about ongoing humanitarian and military activities; and many other tasks that will assist with 
coordinating military and civilian operations in this crisis. 
 
In the past month, three new technical advisors were deployed to the Canadian Governance Support 
Office (CGSO) in Kabul. Julien Bibeau has come on board as Deputy Director of Operations, while 
Thomas Cormier and Alexandra Devon were deployed as Electoral Assessors. On behalf of the 
Government of Canada, CANADEM also recently coordinated the deployment of two RCMP Forensics 
experts and a Forensic Pathologist to the West Bank for a CIDA-funded mission. Finally, CANADEM is 
currently preparing for the deployment of six Long Term Observers to the Ukraine for the upcoming 
presidential election, in collaboration with CIDA under the International Election Observation Project. 

P E A R S O N  P E A C E K E E P I N G  C E N T R E   

On October 26, the Pearson Peacekeeping Centre (PPC) started its seventh United Nations Integrated 
Mission Staff Officer Course (UNIMSOC). The six-week course brings 30 military officers from 26 
countries together at the PPC‟s training centre in Cornwallis, Nova Scotia. Course participants will learn 
the fundamentals required by staff officers deployed in a United Nations Integrated Mission 
Headquarters as part of a contemporary peace operation. The previous six UNIMSOC courses have 
hosted participants from around the world representing a diversity of cultures and customs which have 
become one of the defining characteristics of this course. 
 
PPC also recently announced the Canadian Peacekeeping Press publication, Canadian-United States 
Engagement in Afghanistan: An Analysis of the „Whole of Government‟ Approach. This book, authored 
by Kenneth M. Holland, presents the thoughtful analysis of American, Canadian and Afghan experts on 
how the United States and Canada can most effectively partner with Afghanistan to build a stable, 
prosperous and democratic nation in central Asia. 
 

P U G W A S H  
 
Peter Langille attended the Stanley Foundation‟s 50th Strategy For Peace Conference, held October 15 
to 17, 2009 a͖t the Airlie Center, W͖arrenton, Virginia. This year's event focused on the challenges of 

state fragility for US and global security in an interdependent world.   
 
Three concurrent roundtables looked at (1) Forging a US Strategy for Strengthening Fragile States, (2) 
Stabilizing States in Crisis: Leveraging International Capacity, and (3) African Security and the Future of 
AFRICOM. Each “roundtable” produced a policy memo, including recommendations. The roundtable on 
“Stabilizing States in Crisis: Leveraging International Capacity” discussed enhancing UN responses, and 
included recommendations on “early warning,” “rapid political responses,” “rapid economic responses,” 
and a “UN Emergency Peace Service.” 
 
 Click here for more information on conference outcomes. 
 
 

http://www.peaceoperations.org/web/la/en/pa/1EAA76ED3BB34606A78C8066AAE90C23/it/DB12CC54053849CFACE89DAB8BDEE5DE/item.asp
http://www.peaceoperations.org/web/la/en/pa/1EAA76ED3BB34606A78C8066AAE90C23/it/DB12CC54053849CFACE89DAB8BDEE5DE/item.asp
http://www.stanleyfoundation.org/articles.cfm?ID=603
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L E  R É S E A U  F R A N C O P H O N E  D E  R E C H E R C H E  S U R  L E S  O P É R A T I O N S  D E  

P A I X  ( R O P )  

Le Forum régional de Yaoundé a eu lieu du 8 au 10 novembre dans la capitale camerounaise. Ce 
séminaire régional destiné aux pays francophones de l‟Afrique centrale, orientale et de l‟Océan Indien a 
pour but d‟aborder les pratiques et les paramètres de la participation francophone aux opérations de 
maintien de la paix de l‟ONU. Sa tenue, à l‟initiative de l‟Organisation internationale de la Francophonie 
(OIF), avec l‟appui des gouvernements canadiens, français et camerounais et du ROP, vise à combler 
une lacune claire : près de 56% des Casques bleus sont déployés en territoire francophone, mais seul 
16% des Casques bleus sont issus de pays francophones. Le forum de Yaoundé, qui réunissant une 
quinzaine d‟États, fait suite au Forum régional de Bamako, organisé entre le 15 et le 17 juin 2009. 

Pour de plus amples renseignements sur le forum de Yaoundé et sur la participation du ROP,  
cliquez ici.  
 

W O R L D  F E D E R A L I S T  M O V E M E N T  -  C A N A D A   

At a meeting October 17,  WFM – Canada‟s governing Council decided to initiate an advocacy campaign 
urging Canada to restore its former strong commitment to United Nations Peace Operations. 
 
 WFM – Canada Executive Director spoke on “Implementing the Responsibility to Protect, Step by Step” 
at a meeting November 13 at Berkeley CA. The meeting, organized by the Berkeley Canadian Studies 
Program, focused on “Canada, Humanitarian Intervention, and the Responsibility to Protect.” Mr. 
Watt‟s presentation focused on recent developments, primarily the debate on implementing the 
Responsibility to Protect that took place this past summer at the UN General Assembly. 

 
 

REPORTS &  PUBLICATIONS  
 
Security Council Report 

Special Research Report on the Peacebuilding Commission 
 

Security Council Report has published a Special Research Report on the UN‟s Peacebuilding 
Commission (PBC).  This Special Research Report analyses the third year of operations of the PBC in 
preparation for the expected discussion of the PBC‟s annual report in the General Assembly and the 
Security Council on 20 and 25 November respectively 
 
CDFAI 

Measuring Effectiveness in Complex Operations: What is Good Enough? 
by Dr. Sarah Meharg 
 

Humanitarian agencies, civilian police, academics, and the military and defence, diplomacy and 
development sectors are all engaged in the process of measuring the effectiveness of peace 

http://www.operationspaix.net/Le-Forum-regional-de-Yaounde
http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/Research%20Report%20PBC%20Nov%2009.pdf
http://www.cdfai.org/PDF/Measuring%20Effectiveness%20in%20Complex%20Operations.pdf
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operations. As many missions have failed to meet political expectations and are perceived as 
ineffective, decision-makers are considering what is 'good enough' when it comes to complex peace 
missions rather than what is desirable. This paper examines these issues and offers some suggestions 
as to how to increase operational effectiveness. 
 
International Peace Institute (IPI),  

Monitoring and Evaluations of Peace Operations 

 
A number of institutions and experts are engaged in developing and applying monitoring and 
evaluation (M&E) methodologies and techniques to peacekeeping and peacebuilding operations. Their 
scope and complexity have necessitated the development of a wide array of sophisticated M&E 
systems, many of which analyze the overall or system-wide impact of peace operations and attempt to 
provide greater clarity on what constitutes success and effectiveness in these operations over the 
short, medium, and long terms. It is against this background that the Norwegian Institute of 
International Affairs (NUPI) and the International Peace Institute (IPI) hosted a workshop on the 
“Monitoring and Evaluation of Peace Operations,” in New York on May 7-8, 2009. The workshop 
highlighted many of the theoretical, methodological, and institutional issues related to M&E processes. 
It was structured around case studies that represented a variety of real-time, midterm, and end-of-
phase M&E systems. These focused on a range of integrated strategic frameworks (Afghanistan, 
Burundi, and Liberia), which analyze the effects of the peace process as a whole, as well as mission- 
and campaign-specific frameworks (Chad/Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
and Haiti), which explore the contributions of these missions and campaigns in the context of wider 
peace processes. 
 
Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI)  
China's Expanding Role in Peacekeeping 
 

This paper examines China's expanding role in peacekeeping in the context of its growing global 
presence and increased willingness to commit resources toward constructive engagement. It describes 
the developments in China‟s contributions to UN peacekeeping, the factors motivating these 
developments, and the prospects for Chinese peacekeeping and related activities. It also presents 
constructive recommendations aimed at policymakers in China, Africa, Europe, the UN and the US on 
deepening China‟s commitment to multilateral peacekeeping operations and the multilateral 
peacekeeping regime. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/www.ipinst.org
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900sid/OCHA-7XJ6SU/$file/ipi-nov2009.pdf?openelement
http://www.isn.ethz.ch/isn/Digital-Library/Publications/Detail/?lng=en&id=109216
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JOBS  
 
M A N A G E R  ð G E N D E R  A N D  P E A C E B U I L D I N G  T E A M    

International Alert (IA) is currently looking for a talented individual to lead their strategic work on 

gender and peacebuilding. This is a new position based in the Gender and Peacebuilding Team. 

International Alert is an independent peacebuilding organisation that has worked for over 20 years to 

lay the foundations for lasting peace and security in communities affected by violent conflict. For 

further details click here. 

 
 

S E N I O R  R E S E A R C H E R S  ð D E P A R T M E N T  O F  S E C U R I T Y  A N D  C O N F L I C T  

M A N A G E M E N T  
The Norwegian Institute of International Affairs (NUPI) is currently looking for two Senior Researchers 
to work for their Department of Security and Conflict Management.  The researchers will primarily be 
attached to the “Training for Peace in Africa”, ”Multinational Experiment” and ”Afghanistan–Pakistan” 
programmes and will mainly be responsible for providing research findings to those programmes. For 
further details click here. 
 
For more information on vacancies visit: 
 
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/res.nsf/doc212?OpenForm  
http://www.developmentex.org/index.jsp 

http://www.charityvillage.com/cv/main.asp  

http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/res.nsf/db900sid/OCHA-7XVMSN?OpenDocument
http://english.nupi.no/NUPI-fakta/Ledige-stillinger
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/res.nsf/doc212?OpenForm
http://www.developmentex.org/index.jsp
http://www.charityvillage.com/cv/main.asp

