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NEWS BRIEFS

OBAMA MEETS THE PEACEKEEPERS

President Obama convened an unprecedented meeting with
the leaders of countries who contribute troops and police to
peacekeeping operations around the world. On September
23", President Obama sat down with Heads of State from
Bangladesh, Rwanda, Italy, Pakistan, Ghana, Senegal, Nepal
and Uruguay and discussed the challenges faced by
peacekeepers in the field. In his closing remarks, President
Obama stressed four key points during that meeting: the need  President Barack Obama and UN. offcial Ahmad Fawzi lay a
to match mandates and resources; the need to expand and e o, Sen. 25,
enhance effOI’tS by Countl‘les W|th m|||tary resources tO 20009, at the United Nations. Looking on at left
facilitate the work of peacekeeping, part of which includes are U.S. Permanent Representative to the United Nations Susan
logistical backstopping; the need for peacekeeping to EXISt ON  whie House shoto by pote oy e O
a continuum between peace making and post-conflict

reconstruction; and finally the need to secure the support of

the local populations to ensure mission success.

This meeting comes after US Ambassador to the UN, Susan Rice told the Security Council in August
that the US is "ready to invest in UN peacekeeping, even in a time of economic crisis, because this truly
global enterprise serves a shared interest and offers millions of people the prospect of a more secure,
prosperous and dignified future."

BOOSTING THE UN-AFRICAN UNION 'STRATEGIC' PEACEKEEPING
PARTNERSHIP

On September 18, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon issued a report in which
he outlined steps to boost the African Union's capacity to successfully carry
out United Nations-authorized peacekeeping operations. The report includes
a detailed assessment of the recommendations of the AU-UN panel set up to
consider support to AU peacekeeping operations which issued its own report
last December.

The panel suggested the use of UN-assessed funding for AU-led and UN-authorized peacekeeping
operations on a case-by-case basis, for up to six months, to be provided mainly in kind and only when
there is an intention to transition the mission to a UN peacekeeping operation. The UN will also
undertake a number of initiatives to help the AU address some of its deficiencies in the areas of
finance, logistics, human resources and procurement. These include embedding several AU human
resources personnel at UN Headquarters to observe the UN system at work, as well as creating senior
capacity within the Department of Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO) to act as a conduit between the
Department of Field Support and the AU to share best practices. The UN could also provide a ‘standby
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arrangement’ to assist the AU to deploy a mission consisting of a small team of experienced UN
personnel in critical ‘start-up’ functions, such as planning, financial management and procurement, Mr.
Ban said.

VisIT THE NEw POWG BLOG

The Peace Operations Working Group (POWG) is proud to offer to POWG members and non-members a new
platform where they will find the latest in peace operations news, events, reports and activities. The POWG
BLOG will complement this newsletter by offering timely information to anyone who wants to stay up to date
with the latest developments in Peace Operations around the world.

CLICK HERE TO GO TO THE BLOG

UN AND INTERPOL JOIN FORCES

During INTERPOL’s annual General Assembly in Singapore in the week of October 12, the United
Nations and INTERPOL signed a supplementary arrangement, which aimed to enhance policing
cooperation in restoring stability in post-conflict areas. The pact included exchange of information,
cooperation in interim law enforcement and security support to national police in post-conflict
situations. Some 60 ministers who had attended the General Assembly had adopted a Declaration that
called on INTERPOL members to help rebuild national police capacities in post-conflict situations in
support of United Nations peace operations, in compliance with human rights principles. Among other
things, the ministers had also pledged to develop guidance for more professional and effective delivery
of police assistance, including by the United Nations. Read more

COUNTRY Focus

SOMALIA

= Violence in Somalia, especially in Mogadishu, appeared to reach unprecedented levels in recent
months. According to the Somali Elman Peace and Human Rights Organization, fighting in
Mogadishu during Ramadan (21 August to 19 September) was some of the worst in twenty
years.

= On September 14, US Special Operations forces entered southern Somalia in a daytime
helicopter raid and killed Saleh Ali Saleh Nabhan, believed to be one of the most senior Al-Qaida
leaders in East Africa and one of many foreigners in Al-Shabaab’s insurgency against the
Transitional Federal Government (TFG). It is alleged that Nabhan had masterminded the suicide
attack against a hotel (which killed 15 people) and the simultaneous attempt to shoot down an
Israeli airplane in Kenya in 2002. Six foreigners, including Nabhan, and three Al-Shabaab
fighters were killed in the US operation. Al-Shabaab vowed to avenge the killings.
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= On September 17, 17 African peacekeepers, including the former deputy force commander,
were killed in suicide bombings against the AU Mission in Somalia (AMISOM). At least forty
other people were injured. The bombings were carried out by Al-Shabaab fighters who drove
two stolen UN vehicles loaded with explosives into AMISOM’s main base in Mogadishu.

= The AU condemned the killings and said efforts to strengthen

AMISOM would continue. Although the AU has stated that it Size and Composition of

remains committed to strengthening AMISOM in spite of the AMISOM

recent suicide attacks, the mission still only has 5,000 of the .

8,000 authorised troops. On 18 September Al-Shabaab warned é“é'gg'tmum aulthoriz‘?? 5”9“3“11

Djibouti, which has pledged 500 soldiers to AMISOM, not to c(’)mpo;%?ﬁ’: AR e

send any troops. » Strength as of September 2009:

about 5,000 Ugandan and Burundian

= On September 30th, the Secretary-General issued a report on fr%?ﬁz'mn: February 2007 to present

progress in implementing the three-phased approach towards AU mandate expires on 17 January

the eventual deployment of a UN peacekeeping operation in 2010 and Council authorization

Somalia (endorsed by the Council on 26 May in resolution 1872). | €xpires on 31 January 2010.

The report will be discussed in October and a briefing is
expected.

SUDAN

»= The Secretary-General is yet to appoint a Principal Deputy Special Representative for UNMIS.
The post has been vacant since April 2008.

= While security is a constant concern, political tensions related to the upcoming elections are
also a key factor between the north and south parties. The two most contentious issues are the
laws governing the referendum and census results (which will have electoral consequences). On
September 9, the US Special Envoy for Sudan, Scott Gration, met authorities in the north and
south and urged them to work together to resolve issues related to the census, the upcoming
elections, and preparations for the referendum.

= On July 30", the Security Council agreed to extend the work of UNAMID by another year and
called for the UN to set out a plan so it can measure whether the mission is making progress
towards achieving its mandate. Council members voted unanimously to keep the mission in
place through the end of July 2010 and stressed the importance of protecting Darfur’s civilian
population and ensuring humanitarian workers have unhindered access to those in need. The
Security Council also asked for reports every 90 days on the progress made towards
implementing UNAMID’s mandate, as well as on the progress on the political, security and
humanitarian fronts.

» LRA attacks on southern Sudan, north-eastern Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and Central
African Republic (CAR), have in recent months led to an increase in the number of internally
displaced persons (IDPs) and refugees. In August and September, a total of 11 attacks have
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been documented. In Sudan’s Western and Central Equatoria States, 11,000 IDPs have been
registered during August and September. UNMIS condemned the LRA attacks in an 11
September press release and is working with the government of South Sudan to provide
protection, but has made little progress in implementing concrete responses to these attacks.

*= On 2 August UNAMID has provided a financial boost of almost $250,000 for the construction of
classrooms, toilets and water pumps in Darfur. Henry Anyidoho, Deputy Joint Special
Representative of the AU-UN mission presented the Quick Impact Projects (QIPs) funding,
which will also cover the construction of an x-ray wing for a local hospital, to non-governmental
organizations (NGOs) on his visit to South Darfur. The visit took in the Kalma camp for
internally displaced persons (IDPs), where a school has been built with the QIPs funding. Mr.
Anyidoho inspected progress on work carried out by the UNAMID Chinese engineering company
— including the construction of two water dams — following recent heavy flooding in the
makeshift camp.

* On 4 August, the first infantry soldiers from Burkina Faso arrived in Darfur to serve with
UNAMID as more blue helmets from three other countries prepare to join the force soon as
well. An advance party of 134 soldiers arrived in Nyala, the capital of South Darfur state, with
another 133 scheduled to arrive shortly according to the UNAMID.

= On August 27, a contingent of police officers from Senegal arrived in Darfur to strengthen the
joint African Union-United Nations peacekeeping force UNMID. The 137 members of the
Senegalese formed police unit (FPU) joined three officers who arrived as an advance party in
June. The unit will be deployed in El Geneina, West Darfur,
alongside two Nigerian FPUs already based in the area. Size and Composition of UNMIS

. - e Maximum authorized strength: up
= In mid-September, some 18 civilians were reported to have been to 10,000 military personnel and

killed in the area of the town of Korma. Security remains a serious | some 750 military observers; up to

concern. On 28 August, two international staff members of the 715? IDOIiC;?1 persgﬂgﬂfg v 2009. 9,644
) . S : * Strength as o uly .9,
AU-UN H_ybrld Operation in Darfur (UNAMID) were kidnapped I T e
from their homes. 8,472 troops, 510 military observers,
622 police; supported by 797

= On 20 September, some eighty people were killed, nearly fifty 'Cf;\tl?lgﬁt;’n”da'zggfaﬂi‘gz"ﬁéﬁgis'oca'
wounded and around 2,000 homes were burned when Lou Nuer Volunteers.
gunmen attacked Dinka Hol village of Duk Padiet in Jonglei state. * Main troop contributors: India,
Inter-tribal clashes in South Sudan are often linked to cattle Pakistan and Bangladesh _
rustling, while others are in retaliation for previous attacks. On ;gg;gsl riilljll%r?oog-so e
September 8, in a statement the Secretary-General urged the UNMIS: Duration
government of South Sudan to increase its efforts to ensure 24 March 2005 to present; mandate

civilians are protected. expires 30 April 2010
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DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO

= In early July, the Security Council was briefed by Alan Doss, the Secretary-General’s Special
Representative in the DRC and the head of MONUC. Doss indicated that significant progress had
been achieved in the integration of Congolese armed groups into the national army (Forces
armées de la République démocratique du Congo, or FARDC). He also cited progress in joint
MONUC-Congolese national army operations against foreign armed groups operating in the
DRC. These include the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) in northeastern DRC and Rwandan Hutu
militias known as the Democratic Liberation Forces of Rwanda (Forces démocratiques de
libération du Rwanda, or FDLR) in the eastern provinces. It seems however that these
operations have resulted in an unacceptable cost for the civilian population according to 84
humanitarian and human rights groups in the Congo Advocacy Coalition.

= In late July, a fact-finding team was dispatched by the United Nations peacekeeping mission in
the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) to investigate rumors of sexual misconduct
surrounding peacekeepers stationed in the country’s far east. General Babacar Gaye, Force
Commander of MONUC, voiced hope that the investigation will shed light on persistent
allegations of sexual exploitation and abuse leveled against peacekeepers. While cases of sexual
exploitation had been investigated by the military police last year, he said he is concerned that
other cases might have gone undetected, especially in more remote locations.

= In the eastern DRC, MONUC reported the desertion on 4 September of hundreds of former
rebels who had been integrated into the Congolese army.
Renegades cited dissatisfaction with salaries and assigned Size and Composition of MONUC

military ranks.
* Strength as of 31 July 2009:

;. . . . 16,960 troops, 703 military observers,
= On 20 September Gregoire Ndahimana, a high-level FDLR figure 1,076 police, 1,006 international

indicted by the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) | civilian personnel and 2,539 local

for his role in the 1994 genocide, was handed over to the court civilian staff, 592 UN volunteers
following his arrest in eastern DRC by the Congolese army on 10 » Approved budget (1 July 2009-30
0 g y g y June 2010): $1,350.00 million

August. He was one of 13 fugitives remaining out of 81 people « Duration: 30 November 1999 to
indicted by the ICTR for serious violations of international present; mandate expires on 31
humanitarian law committed in Rwanda in 1994. December 2009

HAITI

= The Council held a private meeting on 4 September during which members and MINUSTAH
troop-contributing countries were briefed by Edmond Mulet, the Assistant Secretary-General for
Peacekeeping Operations. The Council received the latest report from the Secretary-General on
MINUSTAH on 1 September. The report observed that significant threats to stability remain and
that Haiti’s police capacity is still developing. In light of this, the Secretary-General
recommended that the Council renew MINUSTAH’s mandate for an additional year, and
suggested modifying certain aspects of the mission’s composition while retaining a similar
overall size and structure. The report called for augmenting MINUSTAH's police units by 120
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officers, and reducing the number of troops by the same amount. The replacement of some
armored personnel carriers with lighter patrol vehicles was also suggested as a way to enhance
the mission’s ability to deploy rapidly and monitor remote border areas and the coastline.

Many members of the Security Council support better integrating peacebuilding components
into peacekeeping operations, but there is some tension on this issue in the Security Council in

the context of Haiti with a few members firm in the view that
nothing should be considered that goes beyond direct security
assistance. For example, in the September 9 open debate, China
stated that Haiti's economic and social development should not
be part of MINUSTAH’s mandate.

On September 17, the Group of Friends of Haiti (Argentina,Brazil,
Canada, Chile, France, Mexico, Peru, Uruguay and the US) met
to discuss the MINUSTAH expiry which was scheduled to expire
on October 15.

On October 13, the United Nations peacekeeping mission in Haiti
held a memorial ceremony in the capital, Port-au-Prince, to
honor the 11 military officers killed when a plane crashed into a
mountainside in the southeast of the country on October 9. Six
Uruguayans and five Jordanians died in the crash.

On October 13, the Security Council voted unanimously to extend

the U.N. peacekeeping mission in Haiti for a year, saying the
situation in the impoverished Caribbean nation still constitutes a
threat to international peace and security despite recent
progress. The resolution adopted by the council will maintain the
current mission's force level of about 9,000 troops and police.
The council also agreed to Secretary-General Ban Ki- moon's
recommendation to reconfigure the force so it can deploy rapidly
and monitor remote locations, including border areas and the
country's coastline. The U.N. chief said this could be done now
since it is increasingly unlikely that U.N. peacekeepers will need
to conduct large-scale security operations like those in the Cite
Soleil area of Port Au Prince in 2007.

CHAD & CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC

Size and Composition of
MINUSTAH

Authorized strength as of 15
August 2006: military component of
up to 7,200 troops, police component
of up to 1,951 officers and 16
correction officers

 Current strength: 9,158 total
uniformed personnel (including 7,060
troops and 2,098 police) as of 1
September 20; supported by 492
international civilian personnel, 1,221
local civilian staff and 202 UN
Volunteers as of 31 July 2009
 Contributors of military
personnel:

Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada,
Chile, Croatia, Ecuador, France,
Guatemala, Jordan, Nepal, Paraguay,
Peru, Philippines, Sri Lanka, US

and Uruguay

» Contributors of police personnel:
Argentina, Benin, Brazil, Burkina
Faso,Cameroon, Canada, Central
African Republic, Chad, Chile, China,
Colombia, C 6 t dvoird, 'Croatia,
DRC, Egypt, El Salvador, France,
Grenada,Guinea, India, Jamaica,
Jordan, Madagascar, Mali, Nepal,
Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, Philippines,
Romania, Russian Federation,
Rwanda, Senegal, Serbia, Spain,

Sri Lanka, Switzerland, Togo, Turkey,
US, Uruguay and Yemen

e Cost: 1 July 2009 - 30 June 2010:
$611.75 million

On October 15, the Security Council received a report from the Secretary-General on the UN
mission in the Central African Republic and Chad (MINUCRAT). The report provided an update
on security and humanitarian developments in eastern Chad and the northeastern Central
African Republic (CAR), as well as progress made in the implementation of the MINURCAT
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mandate and fulfillment of benchmarks. MINURCAT’s mandate is set to expire on March 15,
2010.

» The security situation in eastern Chad remains a concern. Recent political developments have
not concretely addressed security of the population in the east. The crisis in neighboring Darfur
continues to generate tensions. The Secretary-General’s report in July noted insecurity in
eastern Chad and increased crime against humanitarian personnel. Aid workers in eastern Chad
and Darfur continue to face insecurity while providing assistance to civilians.

= A serious problem in CAR is the presence of the Ugandan-based Size and Composition of
Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA), which in August launched several MINUCRAT
attacks in Guli, Nguili Nguli and Maboussou. LRA raids in CAR

; o ; ; : : e Authorized strength as of 14

dlsplace_d thousa_lnds of_cnvmans _|n AugL_Jst, dlsrupFlrjg agricultural January 2009: 300 police, 25 military
production and increasing food insecurity. In addition, large liaison officers, 5,200 military
number of refugees and IDPs were caught in the latest attacks in g]?::si\cl’iﬂgﬁ'pae”rcsjoan“ngf’pmp”ate TUDIOET
several villages along the borders of CAR, the DRC and South « Strength as of 31 July 2009: 2,623

Sudan. In September, government forces from CAR and Ugandan | total uniformed personnel, including
2,352 troops, 21 military observers,

troops jointly fought LRA units which crossed into the CAR from and 250 police officers, as well as
the Democratic Republic of Congo. 398 international civilian personnel,
302 local civilian staff, and 111 UN
) ) volunteers.
= Many members of the Security Council are concerned about the « Main police contributors:
situation in eastern Chad and CAR. Some see the Chad-Sudan Céote d’'lvoire, Sen

. . . . . Benin and France
issue as essentially regional in nature, and feel that peacekeeping | main military contributors: France

missions in the region (including MINURCAT and UNAMID) should | and Ireland
 Cost: approved budget 1 July

coordinate much better in monitoring rebel movements. Others, 2009-30 June 2010: $690.75 million
including some African members, think that a bilateral approach MINURCAT: Duration

. . . . . September 2007 to present; mandate
among neighboring countries is a better way of dealing with expires 15 March 2010

cross-border issues, including refugees and civilian protection.
LIBERIA

= On September 15, the Council unanimously adopted resolution 1885 extending the mandate of
the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) until September 30, 2010. The Council authorized UNMIL to
assist the Liberian government with its preparation for the 2011 general presidential and
legislative polls and endorsed the Secretary-General’'s recommendation (S5/2009/299) to
implement the third phase of UNMIL'’s drawdown.

COTE D’IVOIRE

= On July 23", the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Cote d'Ivoire, Choi Young-jin,
briefed the Council on the latest report of the Secretary-General. The report said the overall
security situation remained generally stable, with significant progress being made in the past
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two years in the implementation of the 2007 Ouagadougou Political Agreement. The Secretary-
General also highlighted community tensions in the west of the country, which have adversely
impacted the return of internally displaced persons.

On July 30", the Security Council extended the mandate of the United Nations peacekeeping
mission in Cote d'Ivoire (UNOCI) by another six months, expressing its support for the long-
awaited presidential elections now slated for late November. In ) .

a unanimously adopted resolution, the 15-member Council Size and Composition of UNOCI
voted to keep the mission — and that of the French forces

. h as of 30 July 2009: 8,394
supporting it — in place through January 31 of next year. strength as of 30 July 2009: 8,39

total uniformed personnel, including
7,024 troops, 198 military observers;

In October the Security Council will consider the Secretary- ,1.t172 Fi?"ce; SU?DOFted by 40|7 426

7 . A r : . International civillan personnel,
G_ener_al s_mldterm report on _Cote d qulre and review the local staff and 288 UN Volunteers
situation in the country. It will also review the mandate of the « Key troop-contributing countries:
UN Operation in Cote d'Ivoire (UNOCI). The Security Council is Bangladesh, Ghana, Jordan, Morocco
expected to renew the sanctions regime (on arms and and Pakistan.

. . Approved Budget:
diamonds, along with a targeted asset freeze and travel ban on 1%ﬂ|y 2009_3093une 2010: $491.77

certain individuals) and the mandate of the Group of Experts on | million
Cote d'Ivoire. Both are due to expire on 31 October.

LEBANON

On August 31, Germany took the helm of United Nations peacekeeping’s first-ever maritime
task force (MTF), which was deployed off the coast of Lebanon in 2006 to curtail arms
smuggling following that year’s war Israel-Hezbollah war. The naval force, part of the UN
Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL), has been deployed on the request of the Lebanese
Government to help the country’s navy secure territorial waters and help prevent the
unauthorized entry of arms and other materials by sea into the Middle Eastern nation. Since the
start of operations in October 2006, the Force has hailed some 27,000 ships and referred nearly
400 suspicious vessels to Lebanese authorities for further inspection. Thirteen countries —
Belgium, Bulgaria, Denmark, France, Germany, Greece, Indonesia, Italy, the Netherlands,
Norway, Spain, Sweden and Turkey — have contributed naval units to the MTF.

TIMOR-LESTE

The gradual resumption of policing responsibilities by the PNTL started on May 14. It had been
halted in 2008 due to the security situation following the dual assassination attempt against the
country’s president and prime minister. So far the UN Police have transferred to the PNTL
control of three of Timor-Leste’s 13 districts. In September the

PNTL took over an UN-supported police training centre in Dili. Size and Composition of Mission
On September 30", the Secretary-General’s progress report on * Size as Otf |1 Jg‘;'thOO&

L s . _ approximately roops
the activities of the UN Integrated Mission in Timor-Leste « Contributors: Australia(Z50ittoops)
(UNMIT) was issued. As requested in resolution 1867 (which in and New Zealand (170 troops)

February extended UNMIT's mandate until 26 February 2010),
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the report will update the Council on the transfer of policing responsibility from UNMIT to the
Policia Nacional de Timor-Leste (PNTL).

AFGHANISTAN

On September 9, France, Germany and the UK wrote to the Secretary-General, calling for a
high-level international conference before the end of the year to take stock of progress in
Afghanistan and to assess the challenges ahead. The letter also suggested that the conference
should agree on a joint framework for new benchmarks and timelines for turning over
responsibility to the Afghan authorities. It said the conference should also spell out a vision of a
gradual transfer of this responsibility. During a press briefing on September 17, the Secretary-
General welcomed the proposal to hold an UN-led international conference, describing it as
“timely and appropriate”.

On September 22", the Secretary-General circulated his latest UNAMA report. It signaled that
as a result of planned future expansion and strengthening of UNAMA, the estimated budget for
2010 will increase by 70 percent over the 2009 budget.

On September 25, Canadian Foreign Minister Lawrence Canon, hosted an informal meeting on
Afghanistan where Eide briefed foreign ministers of key troop-contributing and donor countries
and the Afghanistan foreign minister, Rangin Spanta.

Kosovo

On June 30", the General Assembly adopted the 2009-2010 budget for UNMIK, with
approximately $47 million providing for the deployment of 507 personnel. This represents a
significant reduction from the 2008-2009 budget of $198 million which authorized personnel
strength of 4,911.

On August 25, violent clashes between Kosovo Serbs and Kosovo Albanians broke out in the
ethnically divided city of Mitrovica in northern Kosovo after about 100 Serbs had rallied to
protest the rebuilding of Kosovo Albanian houses. Seven people were wounded. EU police, part
of the EU Rule of Law Mission in Kosovo (EULEX), used tear gas to disperse the crowd and
bring the situation under control. On the same day, in a separate incident in Pristina, 24 EULEX
vehicles were damaged in a protest led by Self-Determination (Vetévendosje), an ethnic
Albanian nationalist group.

With the June decision on UNMIK’s budget, discussions on downsizing the UN mission seem to
have been put to rest for now. However, questions remain as to the UN’s role on the ground
and the extent to which it should lead on dialogue with the parties, in particular on issues
where EULEX is now engaged.

Some members of the Security Council, most notably the US, seem to believe that a further
downsizing of UNMIK is desirable, but acknowledge that discussions in the Security Council
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would be premature at this stage. Most of the Security Council members, however, prefer to
see Kosovo as a low priority at the present stage.

REPORTS & PUBLICATIONS

Henry L. Stimson Center, International Police: Improving Professionalism and Responsiveness

The growing numbers of international police authorized by the Security Council to serve in UN peace
operations attest to a recognition of the importance, and challenge, of fostering the rule of law in post-
conflict environments. To date, however, the UN’s capacity to recruit and deploy highly-skilled officers
to the field in a timely manner has fallen far short of mission requirements. On 5 May 2009, the Future
of Peace Operations at the Henry L. Stimson Center hosted an expert workshop to address two
questions key to meeting those requirements: First, how best to raise international policing cadres’
professionalism so that each officer’s contributions to multi-lateral peace operations are more efficient
and effective? And second, how can US agencies best contribute to that professionalism and to
supporting the police components of UN and other international peace operations?

UNHCR UNHCR's Engagement with Integrated UN Missions: Report of a Lessons Learned Workshop

This report summarises the discussions at a workshop held in Geneva on 20 and 21 November 2009.
The aim was to capture key lessons from headquarters and field experience in engaging with
integrated UN missions, with the aim of defining key objectives to be pursued in UNHCR's engagement
within an integrated UN presence in country operations where UN peacekeeping or political missions
are deployed, and informing future policy and operational guidance.

MEMBER ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS

CANADEM

In September, with CIDA funding CANADEM deployed Information Management Specialist
Douglas Ravenstein to join UNICEF in Pakistan. Ravenstein is providing data collection,
analysis and reporting support to UNICEF’s Maternal and Child Health Care Programme in the
field of nutrition, responding to the issue of acute malnutrition which has been exacerbated by
a series of emergencies in recent years. Also in September, with CIDA funding CANADEM
deployed two experts to Yemen in response to the recent escalation of fighting in the northern
Sa'ada governate which has worsened the region’s already complex and dire humanitarian
emergency. Site Planner Officer Ghulam Qadir is working with the UNHCR to identify and
assess possible locations for an Internally Displaced Persons camp and to plan for its
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construction and maintenance. Child Protection Specialist Dominique De Juriew is working with
UNICEF to provide protection services for children affected by the fighting.

In the past month, two new technical advisors have been added to the Canadian Governance
Support Office (CGSO) in Kabul. Technical Consultant Jo Bishop was deployed in September to
work with the Afghan Independent Human Rights Commission, while Technical Consultant
Cindy Fair is working with the Independent Directorate for Local Governance.

On behalf of the Government of Canada, in September CANADEM deployed a Senior Police
Trainer to the West Bank and Gaza to join the USSC, and CANADEM re-deployed a Civilian
Police Expert to join EUPOL Afghanistan. For a joint mission with CIDA and USAID, under the
supervision of UNDP, CANADEM deployed Electoral Operations Specialist Jacques Paquette to
Haiti. Recently, CANADEM, in collaboration with CIDA, also deployed Jacques Paquette as a
Long Term Observer to assist the European Union mission in Afghanistan for the 2009
elections under the International Election Observation Project. Finally, in October, also under
the International Election Observation Project, CANADEM in collaboration with CIDA has
deployed two Short-Term Observers to join the European Union Election Observation Mission
in Mozambique for the October presidential and parliamentary elections.

PEARSON PEACEKEEPING CENTRE

The Pearson Peacekeeping Centre (PPC) announced on October 15 that it will be working with Latin
America Training Centres and their association, ALCOPAZ, to enhance their ability to provide civilians,
military and police support for United Nations peace operations. By improving the levels of
communication and integration between the Latin American countries that comprise ALCOPAZ
(Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Ecuador, Guatemala, Peru, Uruguay and Paraguay), police and military from
those countries will be better suited and prepared for deployment into United Nations peace operation
missions. The PPC will work with the contributing countries to deal with increasingly complex situations
through a process of meetings, guided consultations, training courses and capacity building activities.
The PPC is actively involved in building capacity of institutions and organizations in more than 30
African countries. Funding for this Latin American Capacity Building initiative comes from the
Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade (DFAIT). This three-year project is expected to
enhance significantly the contribution of Latin American countries to peacekeeping missions. As part of
the capacity building program, several training activities are planned to address cross-cutting themes,
including elections, corruption, and sexual and gender-based violence. These themes have been
identified by the PPC as critical issues that will affect the success of their capacity building work with
the ALCOPAZ countries.

WORLD FEDERALIST

Over a period of three days last July, the United Nations General Assembly held a plenary debate on
the Responsibility to protect. The International Coalition for the Responsibility to Protect (ICRtoP),
published a report in September that provides context for the debate, areas of consensus and
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divergence among governments, an overview of concerns raised, and challenges facing the UN,
governments and civil society in the coming months.

JOBS

CIVILIAN EXPERTS: DISARMAMENT DEMOBILIZATION AND

REINTEGRATION

Could you help a nation get back on its feet? Civilian experts in the field of DDR are currently needed
for the UK Government's Stabilisation Unit. The British Government's Stabilisation Unit is jointly owned
by the Department for International Development, Foreign and Commonwealth Office and Ministry of
Defence. It helps countries emerge from violent conflict. They are currently seeking experts in the
fields of Disarmament, Demobilization & Reintegration (DDR) to join their database of people available
to take on assignments abroad, often at short notice and lasting from a few days to a whole year.
Applicants need as a minimum a degree or military equivalent and will need to demonstrate significant
expertise and experience in a number of DDR programmes. For further details click here.

INTERNATIONAL FIELD SECURITY SPECIALIST

Under the direct supervision of the Country Director, and in close collaboration with the Deputy
Country Director and Operations Unit Manager, the primary objective of the UNIFEM Field

Security Specialist (FSS) in Afghanistan will be to advise and assist UNIFEM management on security
responsibilities to protect and minimize the risk to UNIFEM staff, project personnel, property and
operations in all locations and at the same time to enable UNIFEM programme delivery throughout
Afghanistan. In this regard, the Security Specialist will have knowledge and/or experience of specific
security-related considerations and measures pertaining to programming for women’s human rights in
a post-conflict setting. For further details click here.

For more information on vacancies visit:

http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/res.nsf/doc212?0penForm
http://www.developmentex.org/index.jsp
http://www.charityvillage.com/cv/main.asp

POWG Newsletter - No.28 — October 2009


http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/res.nsf/db900SID/OCHA-7TYMWW?OpenDocument
http://jobs.undp.org/cj_view_job.cfm?job_id=11215
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/res.nsf/doc212?OpenForm
http://www.developmentex.org/index.jsp
http://www.charityvillage.com/cv/main.asp

