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This edition of the POWG                     
Newsletter includes articles 

sorted by peacekeeping 

context: 

Somalia - Sudan - DR Congo -
Chad & CAR - Haiti – Timor-Leste
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In addition, this section in-

cludes miscellaneous news 
about peace operations
Activities
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Chaire Raoul Dandurand (UQAM): Presentation 
by Edmond Mulet (May 8), Montreal

WiDs: “Governance in Afghanistan – 

Canada’s Role” webinar (June 3)



In The News

Somalia

On 22 April 2009, in a report to the Security Council, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon warned against sending a UN peacekeeping force to Somalia and recommended a phased approach to United Nations peacekeeping support to Somalia.  Noting hard-won progress in Somalia but also that the situation remains in dangerous flux, Ban stated that “While the deployment of a multidimensional United Nations peacekeeping operation should remain the United Nations goal, realistically achieving that goal will require fulfilling the conditions set out in this and previous reports.” Those conditions include the assurance of security for UN personnel and a political process that has gelled enough to permit the diverse political actors to agree on the insertion of international forces, the idea of which remains divisive and could exacerbate conflict if pursued too soon, Mr. Ban says. In January, the Security Council signalled its intention to establish a UN force, when conditions permit.  In that resolution, Mr. Ban was requested to establish a trust fund to help support the existing African Union (AU) force, AMISOM in anticipation of its eventual absorption into a UN force. 

International donors pledged more than C$306 million to increase the number of peacekeepers and security forces in Somalia needed to curb the rising number of pirate attacks off its coast, at a donor conference on April 23.  The sum exceeded the $194-million request put forward by the United Nations and the European Union.  The financial aid will help control the unstable situation in the country and rampant pirate attacks in one of the world's busiest shipping lanes, UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon said.  The African Union currently has about 4,350 troops in the country, and has expressed the need for more armoured personnel carriers and equipment. The money will help reach the goal of having at least 8,000 troops on the ground.  Funding will also be earmarked for the administration of Somalia's new president, Sheik Sharif Sheik Ahmed, which wants to build up a police force of 10,000 along with a separate security force of 6,000 members.  At the meeting Ahmed also called on the international community to help his government set up a new coast guard to address the problem of piracy. Commentators noted the optimistic mood of the conference, with the meeting being described as “historic”.

On April 24, Islamist opposition leader Sheikh Hassan Dahir Aweys called for African Union troops to leave Somalia before he talks to the government.  He was addressing hundreds of his supporters in Mogadishu a day after returning from two years in exile.  Mr Aweys, who is on the US terror list, is an influential figure amongst Islamist insurgents attempting to destabilise the fledgling government. His former ally Sheikh Sharif Sheikh Ahmed is now president. The two men headed the Union of Islamic Court (UIC), which ruled most of the country for the second half of 2006 before being ousted by Ethiopian forces. They fled to the Eritrean capital Asmara, where they formed the Alliance for the Re-Liberation of Somalia (ARS).  They split after Mr Ahmed - considered the more moderate of the two - agreed to UN-led talks with the government that brought him to power in January 2009 and saw Ethiopia withdraw its troops. 

Sudan
The expulsion of humanitarian and human rights agencies from Sudan following the issuance of an ICC arrest warrant for the Sudanese president for war crimes is thwarting the UN's efforts in peacekeeping and humanitarian aid, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said in a 21 April report to the Security Council.  Mr. Ban characterized the Government’s decision to eject 16 humanitarian and human rights non-governmental organizations (NGOs), following the indictment on 4 March of President Bashir by the ICC as an “extremely negative” development.   “While joint United Nations-Government of the Sudan efforts can address some of the most critical gaps in aid delivery in the coming weeks, the cumulative effects over time of the removal of such a large amount of humanitarian capacity puts well over 1 million people at life-threatening risk,” said Ban.  Sudan's UN envoy has challenged this statistic and accused the UN of lying about the humanitarian situation.  Abdalmahmoud Abdalhaleem said there are no problems in Darfur and that "everything is positive", adding that other aid agencies committed to humanitarian ideals are welcome to help fill the aid distribution gap.
With a “low-intensity” war continuing in Darfur, UNAMID has increasingly prevented large-scale civilian disasters, according to Rodolphe Adada, the UN-African Union (AU) Joint Representative.  In a 27 April briefing to the Security Council, Adada stated that “Our UNAMID teams are working around the clock to prevent killings, violence and new conflict from developing.”  The mission is now deployed in every part of Darfur, with two-thirds of its mandated military personnel in place, along with civilian staff.  Mr. Adada said the mission’s success has been modest, however, due to a lack of political progress, which alone could stop the conflict in the region.  Since UNAMID took over command from the AU force on 1 January 2008, there have been approximately 2000 civilian deaths due to violence, or about 130-150 a month, he estimated.  However, Mr. Adada stressed, the toll had not only been scaled down from earlier periods, but UNAMID had actually prevented mass deaths from occurring in some instances, citing examples in which it protected civilians trapped between armed forces, in camps and in the midst inter-tribal clashes. The mission still faces a raft of challenges in addition to the frozen peace process. Not least of these is the unfilled need for military helicopters for mobility in treacherous situations.
On 30 April, the Security Council extended the mandate of UNMIS for another year, urging all parties to fully comply with the 2005 Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) that ended a 21-year civil war between north and south Sudan.  Security Council Resolution 1870 underscored the “importance of full and expeditious implementation of all elements of the CPA,”.  UNMIS was established by the Council in 2005 to support the Agreement, which was signed by the Government of Sudan and the Sudan People's Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A).  Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s latest report on Sudan warned that if the CPA collapsed, a humanitarian catastrophe could ensue, and called on the international community to remain focused on ensuring its implementation.  He said that the vacuum left by the ejection of aid groups, has left much of Abyei and eastern Sudan with little humanitarian, recovery or reintegration support, which could hurt peace efforts.  The Council also urged donors to respond to calls for assistance to the process of disarmament, demobilization and reintegration (DDR) of ex-combatants, which has recently been stepped up and is considered a crucial element of the CPA. 

Democratic Republic of Congo

Although the number of misconduct allegations for peacekeepers serving in the DRC is on the decline, the head of MONUC vowed to press ahead with efforts to prevent and act on accusations of sexual exploitation and abuse. A new report issued by the Conduct and Discipline Unit of the UN mission in the DRC “indicates that preventive action to train personnel, monitor behaviour and act on allegations is producing results,” said Alan Doss, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative. “We will not relax our efforts,” he vowed.  Some 31,000 MONUC personnel have been briefed and trained on sexual abuse and exploitation last year, with the Conduct and Discipline Unit visiting field sites regularly to assess the quality of training.

Continuing violence in eastern DRC has displaced more than 100,000 people in the past seven weeks in eastern Congo as civilians suffer attacks from both Rwandan Hutu rebels and Congolese forces.  MONUC, has for three weeks been conducting joint operations in North Kivu province with Congolese troops against the Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR) rebel fighters and other illegal armed groups in the area whom aid workers accuse of raping and killing civilians. On 20 April MONUC announced that most of the objectives of its joint military operation with the Congolese Armed Forces had been achieved. However, according to rights groups, Congolese troops are themselves now launching indiscriminate attacks against civilians, while an overstretched MONUC does little to stop them.  MONUC and the Congolese army are preparing to expand operations against the FDLR into neighbouring South Kivu, a new front against the rebels that aid agencies fear could worsen a humanitarian disaster in the east.  Meanwhile, Congolese army documents show that a warlord wanted by the International Criminal Court is playing a prominent role in the military offensive supported by U.N. peacekeepers. An April 4 internal army report seen by Reuters refers to Jean Bosco Ntaganda as "deputy coordinator" for the offensive in eastern Congo against Hutu rebels. The head of MONUC, Alan Doss, told Reuters he couldn't comment on the army document, but said he had followed up a UN intelligence report about Ntaganda's reported involvement.
On 17 April UNHCR announced that it was facilitating talks between Rwanda and the DRC on the return home of their 150,000 nationals taking refuge in each other’s country.  Officials from the two countries met in Goma to discuss the first steps to be taken. Some 100,000 Rwandans have been sheltering in eastern DRC since the 1994 genocide that claimed nearly one million lives, Congolese officials said. Meanwhile, successive clashes in the DRC’s volatile east since 1996 have driven many Congolese across the border into Rwanda. Additionally, repeated attacks by armed groups in the area have driven thousands into exile, with 1.4 million Congolese becoming internally displaced. “Both the DRC and Rwanda were open about the existing challenges, especially in North Kivu, where the majority of the Congolese have fled old and new conflicts,” UNHCR spokesperson Ron Redmond said.

Chad & Central African Republic
MINURCAT, the UN peacekeeping force protecting refugees and other civilians in Chad and the Central African Republic (CAR) has reached less than half its authorized troop strength, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said on 21 April. “I urge Member States to provide the missing force personnel and enablers, particularly night-capable military helicopters, to ensure the Mission can implement its mandate without constraint,” he wrote in a report to the Security Council.  According to the report, deployment now stands at 2,000 troops, less than 50 per cent of the 5,200 authorized by the Security Council even though it took over security responsibilities in the area from European forces on 15 March. Mr. Ban expects that the force will reach full strength by the end of this year, but says there remain serious difficulties in generating equipment, with only 6 military helicopters pledged out of the requested 18. 

In January, the Security Council approved the deployment of 5,500 blue helmets – 300 police officers, 25 military liaison officers in addition to the 5,200 military personnel. MINURCAT took over the military and security responsibilities of European forces (EUFOR), which had been in place since March 2008, last month.  In its resolution, the Security Council stressed that MINURCAT is intended to help create the security conditions conducive to a voluntary, secure and sustainable return of refugees and IDPs by boosting civilian protection, facilitating the provision of humanitarian aid, and promoting reconstruction, human rights and development. 

Haiti
On 6 April 2009 Hédi Annabi, the head of MINUSTAH, exhorted the international community to boost its support, even in the midst of a global recession, for the impoverished Caribbean nation, which is at a “turning point.”  Haiti “now has its best chance in decades to break from the destructive cycles of the past, and to move toward a brighter future,” said Annabi.  Acknowledging the current global economic crisis, Annabi said that there is a “compelling logic” for an additional inflow of aid, “one that will be relatively modest in absolute terms, but can make a critical difference in securing the investments made to date, and can prevent the major costs that would be associated with any renewed decline or disorder.”  
On 28 April MINUSTAH welcomed the publication of election results for the country’s Senate although poor turn-out meant that none of the candidates picked up sufficient votes to win a seat outright.   While pledging its continued support, MINUSTAH urged the Provisional Electoral Council (CEP) to focus on the next round of voting scheduled for 7 June, when around a third of Senate seats are to be filled.  MINUSTAH also called on the CEP and the Haitian National Police to learn from the logistic, technical and security challenges faced during polling on 19 April and make the appropriate adjustments for a successful second round election.

Timor-Leste
At an event on April 28 at the headquarters of the UN Integrated Mission (UNMIT) marking the three-year anniversary of an enhanced UN presence in the country, the leaders of Timor-Leste thanked the United Nations for its support in restoring security, but cautioned that the situation in the small nation remains fragile since it was rocked by violent clashes three years ago.  “It’s easy to forget how far we have come in a short time,” President José Ramos-Horta said in the capital, Dili.  “For that we must give significant credit to the United Nations Police working together with their PNTL [Timor-Leste National Police] colleagues,” In April 2006, fighting – attributed to differences between eastern and western regions – erupted in the capital, Dili, when 600 striking soldiers, or one-third of the armed forces, were fired. The ensuing violence claimed 40 lives and drove more than 100,000 people, at least 10 per cent of the total population, from their homes.  The political, humanitarian and security breakdown in the wake of the 2006 unrest led the UN Security Council to establish a peacekeeping presence, whose mandate was recently renewed to focus on the four critical areas of security sector reform, strengthening of rule of law, justice and human rights, democratic governance and social and economic development. 

Miscellaneous

Austria will host a training course on international peacekeeping operations for the first time.  The two-week Senior Mission Leader Course, to be held from 4 to 15 May 2009, will be organized by the UN Department of Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO) in cooperation with the Austrian Federal Ministry of Defence and Sports (BMLVS), and will be held at the Austrian National Defence Academy in Vienna. “Austria has a distinguished history of contribution to UN peacekeeping with more than 60,000 soldiers and approximately 1400 police officers, both female and male,” according to the UN Information Service (UNIS) in Vienna.  The training course focuses on areas of military, police and civilian expertise in international peace operations, as well as on efficient management, current issues before the Security Council and themes such as rule of law, protection of civilians and the role of women in peace processes.

In the first of a two-part article exploring the implications of the US AFRICOM (the United States Africa Command) programme, Daniel Volman and William Minter discuss the growing strategic importance of the African continent to US interests.  Arguing that shaping a new US security policy will required more than a mere move towards more active diplomacy, Volman and Minter underline the importance for the US of striving for an inclusive approach encompassing joint action.  With AFRICOM having been subject to no official consultation with either the United Nations or the African Union prior to its announcement in 2006, the Pentagon now possesses six geographically oriented commands around the world.  While the threats cited by the US military are hardly fictitious, the authors acknowledge, there is little to suggest that they can be tackled through simply emphasizing US military engagement. 

Reports & Publications
United Nations, “United Nations Peace Operations Year in Review 2008”, February 2009 

As the international community celebrated the 60th anniversary of United Nations peacekeeping during 2008, UN peacekeepers found themselves over-stretched and confronted with numerous and increasingly complex operations across the globe. “Though they may not resolve all post-conflict issues or challenges, peacekeeping operations certainly can play a central role in reducing the likelihood of future conflict and creating a framework in which normal development can resume”, Alain Le Roy, the Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, told the General Assembly’s Fourth Committee in November 2008. “The range and breadth of mandated tasks continues to grow even wider”.  The Annual Review of UN Peace Operations highlights the success and challenges that UN peacekeepers faced in 2008 as well as an assessment of reform efforts being undertaken by DPKO.
Asia Society Task Force Report, “Back from the Brink? A Strategy for Stabilizing Afghanistan-Pakistan”, April 2009 
A new Asia Society Task Force report outlines a comprehensive strategy for the new U.S. administration to pursue a dramatically different course in Afghanistan-Pakistan. Both countries are now struggling to limit the spread of violent insurgencies, curb losses in public confidence, and address major weaknesses in governance while being faced with a growing economic crisis. These trends threaten not only the loss of control by the Afghan and Pakistani governments but also the spread of terrorist safe havens in the region

Member Activities and Events

Peace operations working group

The POWG and CANADEM hosted a roundtable on ‘Policing in Afghanistan’ with Tonita Murray, Policing Policy Advisor to the Minister of the Interior, Afghanistan.  In her 30-plus years of policing experience, Ms. Murray has served as the Director General of the CPC.  More recently she was deployed through CANADEM to serve as the Senior Police Gender Advisor to the Afghan Ministry of Interior (MoI).  Ms. Murray provided a comprehensive overview of policing in Afghanistan with particular emphasis on what the international community is doing with regard to policing in Afghanistan; the challenges of institution building in the MoI and the role of women police officers in the Afghan National Police.
Pearson Peacekeeping Centre 
This year marks the 15th anniversary of the Pearson Peacekeeping Centre (PPC). As the international community continues to manage the evolving nature of intra-State conflict, there has never been a greater need for effective levels of cooperation and coordination among the civilians, military and police who contribute to the stability and reconstruction efforts of failed states.  The PPC was established in 1994 at the request of the Government of Canada. That year, the United Nations General Assembly encouraged the establishment of peacekeeping training centres for military and civilian personnel.  Today, the PPC is world renowned for making international peace operations more effective through research, education and training, as well as capacity development. Over the years, PPC has trained more than 16,000 people from over 150 countries, enhancing their knowledge and skills to support the building and maintenance of peace.  As part of a tribute to the PPC’s 15th Anniversary the Chair of the PPC Board of Directors, Louise Fréchette, wrote an opinion piece (Op-Ed) entitled “Challenges of Modern-Day Peacekeeping”, which was published in the Ottawa Embassy newspaper. In it, she addresses the evolution of peacekeeping over the years and the complexity of today’s missions.  

Canadem
April has been an exciting month at CANADEM. The CIDA funded RAP-Fund program saw the deployment of several consultants to Sudan, Namibia and Madagascar. Ghermai Berhe, an Emergency Nutrition Expert, was deployed Sudan to support UNICEF following the expulsion of many NGOs from the country. Two Water and Environmental Sanitation (WES) experts, Etienne Fritz and Mozzam Uddin Ahmed, and veteran child protection expert Elaine Bainard, were deployed to Namibia to join UNICEF in its response to flooding in the country. Child Protection expert Dominique de Juriew and Humanitarian Affairs Officer Catherine Lengyel were deployed to Madagascar to join UNICEF and UNOCHA respectively in their response to local civil unrest.  In further collaboration with the Government of Canada, CANADEM will be deploying five Canadian experts to the West Bank and Gaza for a variety of needs assessment missions.   For more information about CANADEM, or any of the projects listed above, please visit: www.CANADEM.ca.

Non-Member Events
Chaire Raoul-Dandurand (UQAM)

La réforme du maintien de la paix des Nations Unies Conférence d'Edmond Mulet, sous-Secrétaire général aux opérations de maintien de la paix de l'ONU.  Date: Friday May 8; Time: 13h30. For location information and registration (required), contact Linda Bouchard at  chaire.strat@uqam.ca or 514-987-6781.

Mai 4, L'ACNU-Grand Montréal et l'Observatoire sur les Missions de paix de la Chaire Raoul-Dandurand ont eu l'honneur d'accueillir Monsieur Lakhdar Brahimi, ancien envoyé spécial du Secrétaire général de l'ONU en Afghanistan. Lors d'une conférence sous forme d'entretien avec le journaliste Jean-François Lépine, M. Brahimi a fait part de ses impressions quant aux efforts de reconstruction en Afghanistan. Près de 400 spectateurs se sont déplacés pour écouter l'ancien Secrétaire général adjoint discuter du maintien de la paix et de la responsabilité de protéger.  M. Brahimi a également fait le point sur la situation en Afghanistan à l'émission Désautels diffusée sur la Première chaîne de Radio-Canada. Pour écouter l’entrevue, cliquez ici.

Women in Defence & Security, Canada

Women in Defence and Security Canada (WiDS) is pleased to announce the second of our webinar series entitled: “Governance in Afghanistan – Canada’s Role.”  Elizabeth Speed is a defence scientist within the Centre for Operational Research and Analysis (DRDC CORA), Department of National Defence. In September 2005, she deployed to Afghanistan for two years as the senior analyst of the Strategic Advisory Team.  The focus of her talk will be on efforts to enhance governance in Afghanistan.  Dr. Speed will be available for questions after the web presentation. 
Date:  Wednesday, June 3, 2009; Time:  14:00 - 1500 hrs.
This new format of seminars allows virtual attendance from the convenience of your computer – wherever you are.  Watch the power point presentation, view the speaker and ask questions all from the location of your choice.  No special software or add-ins are required to log-in to these virtual events.  For further information and to register, please click here
Jobs

Rapid Response Mechanism Coordinator, DRC 
	

	The International Rescue Committee seeks a RRM Coordinator to lead the Rapid Response Mechanism program ensuring that the IRC’s interventions are rapid, well planned and resourced and accountable both to the donor and to the IRC’s beneficiaries. The RRM Coordinator will report to the Provincial Director maintaining close collaborative relationships with the Logistics Coordinator and Finance Controller. The RRM Coordinator will be based in Goma, with frequent trips to the field for the purposes of program monitoring and supervision.   Responsibilities will include: Provide supervision and management oversight to all aspects of the RRM program. Ensuring that all interventions are of quality and in compliance with the IRC’s program framework, that all actions are carried out with respect for the IRC’s Security Management Plan, and that all staff operate and behave in a manner that is consistent with the IRC’s expectations and Mandatory Reporting Policies; Ensures positive interaction and good relations with partners and local communities.  For further information, click here.



Child Protection Specialist, Monrovia 
UNICEF Liberia has a vacancy for a Child Protection Specialist.  Under the guidance of the Chief of Child Protection the Child Protection Specialist will be responsible for the planning, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of the Social Protection Programme with a focus on building and strengthening child protection systems.  Responsibilities will include:

Design and implement social protection programmes that will include all vulnerable children such as children without parental care, orphans, children with disabilities and children engaged in hazardous work / child labour, etc; provide technical guidance and programme implementation of policies and plans that address social protection for all vulnerable children and strengthening child protection systems; participate in all national and UN planning frame works that address social protection of vulnerable children and families in Liberia; contribute to strengthen capacities of various government ministries and partners to implement and coordinate social protection interventions, such as inclusive cash transfers; develop strategies for scaling up the piloted projects in social protection, like orphans and vulnerable children projects and reintegration programmes for vulnerable children. For further information, click here.
Civil Society and oversee the implementation of activities that will expand and n the 

For more information on vacancies visit:
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/res.nsf/doc212?OpenForm 

http://www.developmentex.org/index.jsp
http://www.charityvillage.com/cv/main.asp 
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MONUC peacekeepers on patrol in DRC (Source: UN.org)





�





Edmond Mulet, Under-Secretary-General, Peacekeeping, UN.
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