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This edition of the POWG 

Newsletter includes articles 

sorted by peacekeeping 

context: 

Sudan - DR Congo – Somalia -
Chad & CAR - Cote d’Ivoire - 

[image: image3.png]


Haiti - Georgia - Kosovo -
Timor-Leste - Lebanon -

Afghanistan       
In addition, this section in-

cludes miscellaneous news 
about peace operations.
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In The News

Sudan

On 22 February UNAMID announced that its police unit would conduct the first night patrols at a new community policing centre (CPC) constructed between two large camps for internally displaced persons (IDPs) near El Fasher, the capital of North Darfur. The move means that UNAMID will patrol the area in a continuous 24-hour operation as part of its efforts to step up the protection of the tens of thousands of residents taking shelter at the Abu Shouk and El Salaam camps for IDPs on the western flank of the Sudan. A delegation of IDPs from El Salaam camp has also thanked UNAMID Police for its help in securing the recent release of several IDPs from detention by Sudanese national intelligence officers. 
On March 4, the International Criminal Court (ICC) issued an arrest warrant for Sudanese President Omar Hassan al-Bashir over his alleged war crimes in the region of Darfur in western Sudan.  ICC spokeswoman Laurence Blairon announced the decision saying the warrant against al-Bashir is for charges of crimes against humanity and war crimes. "He is suspected of being criminally responsible … for intentionally directing attacks against an important part of the civilian population of Darfur, murdering, exterminating, raping, torturing and forcibly transferring large numbers of civilians, and pillaging their property," she said.  This is the first warrant the ICC has issued for the arrest of a head of state who is still in power.  Alain Le Roy, the UN’s peacekeeping chief said the two peacekeeping missions in Sudan have no mandate to arrest Bashir, and would not attempt to do so.
Since the ICC indictment, several humanitarian agencies, aiding some 4.7 million people in Darfur, have been barred from working in the region by Khartoum.“The Government of Sudan''s order suspending 16 non-governmental organizations (NGOs) will have devastating implications for the citizens of Darfur,” said a joint statement issued by six UN agencies, including UN Children''s Fund (UNICEF) and UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).“Aid operations in North Sudan, the largest humanitarian emergency in the world costing over $2 billion annually, will be irrevocably damaged,” read the statement. Meanwhile UNAMID reported that the security situation in Darfur remains relatively calm with the exception of an increase in banditry in El Geneina, West Darfur. 
On 17 March Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon and UNAMID condemned an ambush that led to the death of one blue helmet, the second such attack on peacekeepers in a week. Approximately eight unknown gunmen opened fire on an escort patrol that was returning to its base in Nyala, South Darfur. The wounded soldier died while being evacuated to Al Fasher for medical treatment. Mr. Ban “is deeply concerned by the increased security threats faced by UNAMID in Darfur. He calls on all parties to fulfil their responsibility to ensure the safety and security of UN and UN-associated personnel in Sudan,” according to a statement issued by his spokesperson. 

On 26 March UNAMID helped airlift examination materials to remote secondary schools. UNAMID flew three helicopters across North Darfur to distribute exam papers to nine locations across the state, UN spokesperson Michele Montas told reporters.  This is the second such operation that UNAMID has conducted for the 2009 certificate examinations, which are held throughout Sudan.
On 30 March, UNAMID received a boost from the arrival of 100 personnel from the second Egyptian Infantry Battalion with another 100 troops from the battalion expected to arrive shortly.  Their arrival comes as a meeting of the Tripartite Committee – comprising the Government of Sudan, the AU and the UN – is scheduled to take place for the first time in Darfur. Under-Secretary-General for Field Support Susana Malcorra is expected to attend the meeting in El Fasher, the capital of North Darfur, which will examine ways to facilitate and expedite deployment of the AU-UN peacekeeping operation in the region. 

Democratic Republic of Congo

On 4 March 2009, MONUC announced that it demobilized 880 children associated with armed groups in the volatile eastern province of North Kivu between 30 January and 2 March. The majority of the 839 boys and 41 girls are Congolese, but there are also 31 Rwandans, two Burundians and two Ugandans. All of the children were handed over to non-governmental organizations (NGOs) for their return and reintegration into their families and communities, after they were demobilized by MONUC’s Child Protection Unit. In early February, MONUC had separated 98 additional children from the various armed groups in North Kivu.  The separation of children from armed forces and groups is one of MONUC’s priorities. 
On 6 March the UNHCR stated that is was very worried about the rapidly deteriorating security situation in the eastern Congolese province of North Kivu, where returning militia are attacking local civilians and aid workers. The Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR) returned to the north and central areas of North Kivu, attacking civilians and targeting humanitarian relief convoys, after a joint military operation by the DRC and Rwanda aimed at ridding them from the area ended in mid-February. In late February, the armed group ambushed several relief convoys belonging to humanitarian agencies that provide assistance to internally displaced persons (IDPs). This new displacement adds to the strain on an already dramatic humanitarian situation in North Kivu, which has a total of some 850,000 IDPs, many of whom have been displaced multiple times. The mission reported that the situation in the province remains calm as blue helmets together with Congolese troops are patrolling areas vacated by the FDLR. 
A 23 March agreement between the government of the DRC and the rebel Congrès national pour la défense du peuple (CNDP) could boost peace in the Kivus but underlying threats to stability need to be addressed, according to analysts.  The accord will transform the CNDP into a political party and former CNDP soldiers will be integrated into the national army and also into a new police force.  The deal also commits both parties to facilitate the return of hundreds of thousands of displaced Kivu inhabitants. The head of MONUC, Alan Doss welcomed the accord saying, “If they are respected, these accords could have an extremely positive impact on the life of the people of the two Kivus.” MONUC has re-deployed some 90 per cent of its nearly 17,500 peacekeepers to the east of the country.  The accords were reached after months of negotiations, facilitated by Olusegun Obansanjo the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for the Great Lakes region, and his African Union counterpart, Benjamin Mpaka.
Somalia

On February 14, Somalian legislators approved the Canadian son of a former leader as the country's new prime minister. The appointment of Omar Abdirashid Ali Sharmarke was backed by a vote of 414-9 at a meeting in neighbouring Djibouti.  Sharmarke's father, Abdirashid Ali Sharmarke, was the country's last democratically elected president.  Sharmarke, 48, who holds both Somalian and Canadian citizenship, has held several UN posts over the past seven years.  Somalia’s new president Sheik Sharif Sheik Ahmed named Sharmarke as his choice for the position after the collapse of the previous government in December.   According to analysts, with new Somali and US presidents, there is a ‘glimmer of hope’ for the country.
Somali Islamist insurgents killed 11 African Union peacekeepers from Burundi in a deadly attack on an AU military base in Mogadishu on February 22nd. The al-Shabab group said two of its members had carried out a suicide car bomb attack on the base.  The AU's Burundian and Ugandan peacekeepers are now the only foreign troops in Mogadishu.  Al-Shabab pledged to launch more attacks on African Union peacekeepers.  Ahmedou Ould-Abdallah, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative to Somalia, characterized the attack as “unpatriotic” and expressed shock to hear of the murder of the peacekeepers. 
Uganda has sent a third battalion of troops to Somalia to bolster the African Union peacekeeping force. The AU said in a statement after a meeting in Ethiopia that Algeria had helped the battalion deploy and that it wanted to get the force up to 8,000 as originally planned. News of the deployment is likely to enrage hardline al-Shabab Islamist insurgents who have launched deadly mortar and suicide attacks against the African troops.
Hundreds of thousands of Somali refugees in northern Kenya face a "humanitarian emergency" this year as disease starts spreading through overcrowded camps, Oxfam has warned. More than 250,000 people live in Dadaab's three sprawling camps and Oxfam says 100,000 more are expected to arrive before the end of the year as al Shabaab battles Somalia's fragile new government. 
Chad & Central African Republic
On 15 March United Nations peacekeepers in Chad and the Central African Republic (CAR) took over the military and security responsibilities of European forces in the two countries. The transfer, attended by Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Alain Le Roy, was held in the Chadian city of Abéché, where MINURCAT's headquarters are located.  In January, the Security Council approved the deployment of over 5,500 blue helmets - 300 police officers, 25 military liaison officers and 5,200 military personnel - with MINURCAT to replace the European troops (EUFOR), which has been in place since March 2008.  In its January 2009 resolution, the Security Council stressed that the multidimensional presence in Chad and military presence in the CAR is intended to help create the security conditions conducive to a voluntary, secure and sustainable return of refugees and displaced persons.  The resolution empowers MINURCAT to “take all necessary measures, within its capabilities” to contribute to protecting civilians in danger, particularly refugees and IDPs, facilitate delivery of humanitarian aid and the free movement of humanitarian personnel, and protect UN personnel, facilities, installations and equipment.  

Cote D’ivoire

Improving the status and effectiveness of women in the police force of the Côte d’Ivoire is the subject of a new training course organized by the United Nations mission (UNOCI). Some 30 Ivorian police officials are taking the course – created by the UN Police (UNPOL) and the Gender Unit of UNOCI and financed by the German cooperation agency, GTZ – which examines “the reception, work and environment of women in the national police, a milieu previously exclusively for men,” according to the mission.  Women now number around 1,700, which is around 10 per cent of national police in Côte d’Ivoire, says UNOCI, which is assisting the implementation of the peace process in the country, following its division into a Government-controlled south and a rebel-dominated north in 2002.

On 24 February the head of UNOCI began a five-city tour of Côte d’Ivoire to visit projects that aim to help ex-combatants and other at-risk youths re-enter civil society. “The realization of these projects has been positive and I have great hopes they will make a difference,” said Y. J. Choi, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s Special Representative for Côte d’Ivoire, said of the “1000 micro-projects for peace” programme backed by the UNOCI.  Around 1,200 Ivorians have already benefited from the “1000 micro-projects for peace” programme, which was launched in August 2008 and financed by the UN’s Peacebuilding Fund, which is dedicated to helping post-conflict countries keep from sliding back into strife. 

Haiti
Haiti is making strides in security sector and judicial reform but continues to grapple with widespread poverty and vulnerability to disasters, according to Ambassador Jorge Urbina of Costa Rica, the leader of a United Nations Security Council mission to the impoverished Caribbean nation.  “It does appear that there is a window of opportunity to enable the consolidation of stability and the undertaking of a process of sustainable development,” Urbina said.  He noted that in the last five years, Haiti had reached its goal of putting 14,000 police officers on the streets, and a successful anti-violence programme, carried out in partnership with MINUSTAH and UNDP, had brought stability to formerly lawless urban areas. Border security had also been strengthened with the assistance of MINUSTAH he said, and the country was also moving forward with an ambitious programme of judicial and constitutional reform. 

On 24 March, MINUSTAH announced the arrival of a massive shipment of election equipment in Haiti, bringing the process of legislative polls to a new phase.  Voting booths and associated material for nearly 11,000 voting locations, divided into 12,000 kits, will be distributed throughout the country by the mission, for the election of a third of the Senate, to be held on 19 April. MINUSTAH, which is assisting with security and logistics for the elections has called for the widest possible participation, including people of all political currents, stressed that this is the best way to ensure the credibility and universal acceptance of the results in the impoverished Caribbean country.

Georgia
On 13 February the Security Council unanimously extended the 15-year-old United Nations mission on the ceasefire line between the Government and Abkhaz separatists in Georgia for another four months, pending recommendations on its future following last year’s Russian-Georgian conflict.  Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s report in early February indicated that the UN Observer Mission in Georgia (UNOMIG) was in a precarious position that could quickly become untenable, noting that on the Abkhaz-controlled side of the ceasefire line, Russian troops had taken over positions previously held by the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) peacekeeping forces, on which UNOMIG relied for security. The Mission has no jurisdiction in nearby South Ossetia, the scene of fighting last August which pitted Georgia against separatists and their Russian allies. 

Kosovo
In his latest report to the Security Council on 19 March, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon wrote that despite a perception among many Kosovo Albanians that the United Nations peacekeeping mission in Kosovo has run its course, UNMIK has stepped up the pace of its adaptation to the changing situation on the ground.   Under “significant pressure” from opposition parties, authorities in Kosovo have repeatedly said in recent months that resolution 1244, which established the UNMIK, is “no longer relevant and that the institutions of Kosovo have no legal obligation to abide by it,” the report said. UNMIK took over the administration of Kosovo in 1999 after NATO forces drove out Yugoslav troops amid deadly fighting with the majority ethnic Albanian population there. Mr. Ban said that the reconfiguration of UNMIK, for which he called in response to the “profoundly changed reality” on the ground, has picked up pace. After almost 10 years of policing Kosovo, UNMIK has been phasing out its police component to allow the European Union Rule of Law Mission in Kosovo, known as EULEX, to assume its operational functions in the rule of law sector under the UN’s overall authority.

Timor-Leste
On 26 February, the Security Council extended for one more year the mandate of the peacekeeping mission it sent to help stabilize the fledgling nation of Timor-Leste in the wake of violent clashes in 2006.  In the unanimously-adopted resolution extending the United Nations Integrated Mission in Timor-Leste (UNMIT), the 15-member body also requested the mission to provide support for elections currently planned for 2009.  Among other priorities, it underscored the importance of continued security sector reform, including the delineation of the roles of the national defence forces and the National Police of Timor-Leste (PNTL), to whom the UN mission is asked to provide intensified training. It supports the phased transfer of policing responsibilities now performed by UNMIT to the PNTL, beginning in 2009, stressing however, that the police must first meet all required criteria. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon says he is encouraged by the strides made by the leaders and people of Timor-Leste since 2006, but warned that the root causes of that crisis, including poverty and unemployment, still linger.

On 27 March the Government of Timor-Leste and UNMIT announced that the first areas of Timor-Leste to be policed by national squadrons since the violent clashes that shook the fledgling nation in 2006 have been identified.  The resumption of responsibilities by the National Police of Timor-Leste (PNTL) represents a significant stride for the country in its quest for stability, according to Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon''s Special Representative and head of UNMIT Atul Khare. “Timor-Leste has taken major steps in the past 12 months towards restoring stability. PNTL beginning to resume full responsibility for policing is a further step in the efforts to ensure that this stability is sustainable over the long term,” he said in a joint announcement with Prime Minister Xanana Gusmão. 

Lebanon

On 3 March shots were fired into Lebanese territory from the Israeli side of the Line of Withdrawal in contravention of the United Nations resolution that helped end fighting between the countries two years ago, the UN Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) reported.  A team of UNIFIL peacekeepers investigating the circumstances of the incident said that at least two of the 15 shots hit a wall 50 metres over the line separating Israeli and Lebanese forces in the area of El Adeisse. The UNIFIL Force Commander, Major General Claudio Graziano, has been in contact with the Senior Commanders of the Lebanese Armed Forces and the Israeli Defense Force (IDF) on the matter, the Mission said. A UN spokesperson told correspondents in New York that “This is a serious incident and a violation of Security Council resolution 1701,” adding that UNIFIL has protested to the IDF.
Afghanistan

On 23 March the Security Council renewed the mandate of the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) until 23 March 2010, and decided that the Mission and the Secretary-General’s Special Representative, Kai Eide, will continue to lead international civilian efforts in the country.  Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon welcomed the renewal of UNAMA’s mandate, and particularly the Council’s reaffirmation of the UN’s “central and impartial role” in promoting peace and stability in Afghanistan. He recognized the key role played by the world body in coordinating international efforts in the country and in supporting upcoming elections. 

Miscellaneous

On 23 February Alain Le Roy, the chief of the Department of Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO) announced that United Nations peacekeeping operations will undergo a thorough review in the coming year.  “2009 will be a crucial year for peacekeeping,” Under-Secretary-General Alain Le Roy told the General Assembly’s Special Committee on Peacekeeping, in his first appearance before that body since he replaced Jean-Marie Guéhenno. Mr. Le Roy said that operations were not only stretched in terms of the size and number of missions – totalling 18 and deploying some 112,000 blue helmets – but also in terms of the challenges posed by complex mandates and difficult logistical and security environments.  Among the most challenging factors, he said, was the requirement to use force to protect civilians in areas beset by continuing conflict such as Darfur and the eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC).  “This situation begs an analysis of mandates and the capabilities needed to implement them,” the official said, offering as an example the difficult contradictions the DRC Mission (MONUC) faced when it was mandated to both protect civilians and support the national armed forces in their operations – which themselves posed a threat to civilians.  For such complex mandates, the resources needed had become increasingly hard to mobilize, he said, citing the continued lack of air transport in Darfur over a year after the deployment of the mission, and the shortage of troops in many missions. 

Difficulties in securing necessary funding are impeding the ability of the African Union (AU) to maintain and expand its peacekeeping capacities, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon cautioned.  “A peacekeeping mission that is under-resourced can imperil the initial benefits gained through its deployment, and can raise expectations without providing the means of fulfilling them,” he told the Security Council.  The 15-member body met on March 18 to discuss how to bolster the UN-AU relationship and on how better to support the peacekeeping capacity of the AU, which has troops in areas such as Somalia.  The Council was also briefed by former Italian President Romano Prodi, who heads a panel to support AU peacekeeping operations established under a UN mandate.  
Poland is to withdraw from UN-flagged peacekeeping missions in Chad, Lebanon and the Golan Heights, Defence Minister Bogdan Klich announced in early February, citing crisis-driven spending cuts and a strategic rethink. "These three missions will end, notably because of budget cuts, but also because missions under United Nations' auspices are not among Poland's priorities." "NATO and EU missions are Poland's priority," he added. Poland's biggest ongoing commitment is to the NATO-led International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) in Afghanistan, where it has 1,600 troops and has been considering adding 600 more. Poland's current 400-member mission in Chad is the second-largest after France's in the European Union's peacekeeping force there, which also operates in Central Africa. 

Serbia is seeking to boost its participation in peacekeeping missions. Defence Minister Dragan Sutanovac said that a draft law on the participation of the Serbian Army and other defence forces in multinational peacekeeping operations outside Serbia's borders had been presented to the cabinet.  "The Serbian Army's participation in UN peacekeeping operations, which would be a lot bigger in scope than it has been so far, is not only in the interests of the defence system itself, but also the state as a whole, and it is aimed at strengthening our foreign political capacities," Sutanovac said in an interview.
A parliamentary panel in the Solomon Islands, in the South Pacific, is debating the future of an Australian-led peacekeeping force. The UN has praised it as a model of regional intervention.  The Regional Assistance Mission to Solomon Islands (RAMSI) is not one of the world's best-known peacekeeping forces. The story of how peace has been built here is largely a story of success.
	


Fifteen Pacific countries responded to a neighbour in need, and an intervention force of only about 500 foreigners has led to major changes in this nation of 500,000 people.  In the late 1990s, rival militias tried to take advantage of ethnic tensions in order to secure greater political power.  Scores of people were killed. The violence was fuelled in part by the problems created by the resettlement of ethnic Malaitans on the main island of Guadalcanal. 

Reports & Publications
Centre for International Cooperation, Annual Review of Global Peace Operations 2009
The program’s largest publication, the Annual Review of Global Peace Operations 2009 is now available.  The flagship publication of CIC’s Global Peace Operations Program, the Annual Review is the most comprehensive report of its kind, examining more than fifty UN and non-UN peace operations.  Its purpose is to inform policy-makers, members of the media, academics and peacekeepers in the field as the international community debates the crucial role peace operations play in conflict management. To read the Foreward of the Annual Review by Alain Le Roy, UN Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, click here.
SIPRI Policy Brief, “China's expanding peacekeeping role: its significance and the policy implications”, Bates Gill and Chin-hao Huang, February 2009

Since the beginning of China’s reform period in the early 1980s, and especially since the mid-1990s, the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) has increased its participation in a broadening array of multilateral security arrangements. One of the most high-profile aspects of this trend has been the dramatic expansion in deployments of Chinese peacekeepers (civilian police, military observers, engineering battalions and medical units) to United Nations operations: since 2000, when China deployed fewer than 100 peacekeepers, there has been a 20-fold increase.  To better understand China’s evolving approach towards peacekeeping activities, this Policy Brief provides a broad overview of some of the highlights and main recent developments in Chinese peacekeeping activities. It also summarizes the key factors behind China’s expanding engagement in UN peacekeeping activities. The conclusions address the key policy implications and recommendations to emerge from the analysis.

Member Activities and Events

Peace operations working group

The POWG will host a briefing with BGen. Denis Thompson on ‘The Struggle for Kandahar’ 

Brigadier-General Denis Thompson has recently returned from Afghanistan where he was commander of Canadian and NATO Forces throughout Kandahar Province from May 2008 to February 2009.   The Brigadier-General will speak on NATO combat operations, the challenges of command during a demanding and complex mission marked with attacks on civilians, school children, government officials and religious leaders as well as the Sarpoza Prison break, and his views on what is required to achieve mission success.  
Date: Monday April 6th;    Time: 2:00 – 3:30pm;    Location: 1 Nicholas Street (CANADEM Conference Room, 10th Floor). RSVP to Clare Morris at powg@peacebuild.ca
The POWG hosted a roundtable on “The Role of Policing in Integrated Peace Operations” on March 4th, which brought together representatives from the government, NGO and training communities.  The speaker’s included Andrew Hughes, the UN’s Police Adviser, who provided an overview of the international dimensions of policing and highlighted many of the challenges that exist in the policing dimension of peace operations. Supt. Doug Coates, Director, International Peace Operations Branch, RCMP detailed Canada’s historical and ongoing contribution to policing and Vic Josey, Pearson Peacekeeping Centre spoke to some of the future challenges associated with policing in peace operations and for the need to provide training over the long-term. The roundtable was one of a series of events on the multi-dimensional aspects of integrated peace operations.
Pearson Peacekeeping Centre 

PPC received funding from the Government of Canada to enhance the knowledge and skills of African civilian police and military officers working in Darfur. As part of this initiative, the PPC developed a course to strengthen the capacity of police officers deployed with UNAMID to prevent and respond to crimes of sexual abuse and violence in Darfur.   The release of the video, “Inside Darfur: Protecting the Vulnerable”, highlights the structure of the course and the impact it has had on the 150 male and female police officers from 19 different countries who are deployed in Darfur. 
On March 19th, PPC concluded its third successful Senior Management Course (SMC) which has enhanced the skills and knowledge of senior military officers to effectively contribute and lead peace operations.  The SMC focuses on United Nations integrated peace operations and is designed to train military and civilian officers to increase the effectiveness of mission planning and participation. Participants were introduced to the processes of providing strategic and operational advice in the development phase of a contemporary UN peace operation.  Held in Cornwallis, Nova Scotia, the SMC provided state-of-the-art training to the 26 senior military and civilian officers representing 19 different countries. Participants graduated from the course with a much stronger understanding of how the Security Council works, how peace operations come together, how to identify and solve cultural miscommunications and how to use practical tools to discover and remedy the roots of conflict.

Canadem
In March, CANADEM deployed two election experts to Haiti to assist the UNDP and MINUSTAH in preparation for the April 19, 2009 Senate Elections. These experts are working in support of the current focus in Haiti on rebuilding the Voting Tabulations Centre, dismantled during years of political instability, in order to provide a stable and integral electoral process. The Provisional Electoral Council currently lacks the staff required to manage and properly implement a new Voting Tabulations Centre. Together, Jean-Marc Baudot, who will act as a Logistics Coordinator, and Alain Gauthier, who will act as Chief of the Voting Tabulations Centre Management Unit,  will oversee the implementation and management of the Voting Tabulations Centre and build staffing capacity to assist in constructing and sustaining greater independence for the Provisional Electoral Council.  CANADEM is also currently working on the deployment of an Emergency Nutrition expert to work in Sudan with UNICEF. This expert will be deployed in April through the CIDA funded RAP-Fund. For more information about CANADEM, or any of the projects listed above, please visit: www.CANADEM.ca or contact CANADEM@CANADEM.ca.

World Federalist Movement-Canada (WFM-C)
WFM-C has written to Prime Minister Harper to encourage the Government of Canada to support the Responsibility to Protect  (R2P) (1) at the United Nations General Assembly and (2) here in Canada through a Canadian Defence policy that maintains SHIRBRIG, or some similar rapid reaction capability.  UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s recently published report on “Implementing the Responsibility to Protect” will be debated in the General Assembly in early April.  WFM-C supports the approach to the Responsibility to Protect outlined in the report and hopes that Canada will also mobilize support for the document.  The letter also highlights the decision of the Standby High Readiness Brigade for United Nations Operations (SHIRBRIG) Steering Committee in November 2008 to cease all operational activities of SHIRBRIG and to close down the Planning Element HQ on 30th June 2009 and notes “that it is self-evident that readiness to respond in an R2P context entails the readiness to respond rapidly when mass atrocity crimes are imminent or ongoing and that the SHIRBRIG enabled Canada to maintain earmarked troops for rapid deployment to UN-mandated operations.”  In light of this decision, the letter asks what measures Canada is taking to ensure that the Canadian Forces maintain a capacity for rapid deployment for UN peace operations.

Jobs

Field Program Support Officer, Amman
UNRWA is the largest United Nations programme in the Middle East. The incumbent of this post reports directly to Deputy Director of UNRWA Operations (DDUO) and is responsible for supporting and coordinating programme and project planning processes within Jordan Field Office. In accordance with the Agency policy and procedures, the incumbent will: (a) Support programme and project planning process and provide input, within the context of Agency Strategic and Programme framework, into cyclical two-year effective Field/Country Plan; build Field capacity to assess, deliver, monitor and evaluate Field interventions; (b) Manage the actual application of Programme Management Cycle (PMC) in his/her respective field; provide support to Programme chiefs in carrying out all phases of PMC with due focus on project management; facilitate results-based programme plans built on evidence and logical frameworks; incorporate efficient use of inputs, indicators of impact, outcomes and outputs; (c) Assist the DDUO in direction and coordination of all programmes in the field, including health, education, relief and social services and MMP, through integrated and cohesive project management framework; (d) Provide guidance to the Field Office to enhance quality of project management and ensure effective results from the capacity and skill building; manage training courses on the PMC. For further details on this position, click here.
Technical Experts, Civil Society, Liberia
CARE USA is seeking experienced Civil Society experts for anticipated positions in Liberia for an upcoming USAID-funded activity to support rigorous capacity building efforts for Civil Society Organizations that facilitate the achievement of results in USAID/Liberia’s key technical sectors of democracy and governance, health, education, economic growth and natural resource management. These experts will provide technical advice, training and support, and oversee the implementation of activities that will expand and strengthen CARE’s interventions in the areas of NGO and CSO strengthening, governance, advocacy, capacity building, and civil society development. The selected candidates will be involved activities to boost workforce development, develop youth leadership initiatives and enhance increased youth civic participation and boost increased interest in youth public service.  They will employ culturally and politically-sensitive practices in a range of post-conflict, fragile and developing country environments.  For further details about this position, click here. USA is seeking experienced Civil Society and oversee the implementation of activities that will expand and n the 

For more information on vacancies visit:
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/res.nsf/doc212?OpenForm 

http://www.developmentex.org/index.jsp
http://www.charityvillage.com/cv/main.asp 

http://www.UNjobs.org/ 

IGLOO Governance Village Job List
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Timor-Leste’s security forces in joint operations. (Source: UN.org)
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