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DRAFT
Five core values
Three days of intense discussions on peacebuilding by Afghan civil society actors from Kabul and certain provinces, as well as a few international civil society representatives, led to the following consensus on the core values around which peace should be built in Afghanistan:  
1. Accountability and transparency. It is of vital importance that information is shared about the peace process if it is to be considered acceptable by the population, and if it is to be successful in the long run. Governments negotiating peace with opponents should inform the population with whom they are speaking and what the key issues are.
2. Inclusivity. All sectors of society must be involved in peacebuilding: men, women, young, old, all ethnic and major tribal groups. Without such inclusivity, the peace process will not be considered legitimate by all segments of the population and will therefore not lead to lasting peace. 
3. Transitional justice and rejection of impunity. There is much frustration within civil society that certain individuals who have committed serious human rights violations are enjoying impunity, benefiting from their criminal gain, and even participating in government. In peacebuilding, peace is one side of the coin while justice is the other. 
4. Trust building. Trust is situated at the heart of peacebuilding. There are two levels in this process. First, all parties must trust the process through which peace is being negotiated, and second, trust must be built between the various communities that are in conflict. Third party mediators can play a central role in trust building.
5. Nation building.  Afghanistan is a land of many regions, languages and identities, but there is an overall sense of being Afghan. Genuine national unity will lead to peace between the various communities and therefore steps must be taken to strengthen such unity. Civil society can play a role in this national process by linking various parts and communities of Afghanistan together.
Looking ahead: five central activities
Certain concrete steps were identified by civil society during the conference that should be the basis of further action. 
1. Increased coordination. There are various peacebuilding initiatives within Afghanistan at this point, and these will no doubt increase in the future. Initiatives and activities undertaken by civil society will benefit from further coordination. Such coordination is required at three levels: first, within civil society; second, between civil society and government; and third between civil society and the international community.
2. Monitoring. In its capacity as “watchdog” civil society must play a crucial role in monitoring various peacebuilding initiatives, particularly peace negotiations. As such, civil society ensures that key issues and concerns (e.g. women’s rights, impunity, role of families in ex-combatant integration, etc.) are not ignored in the overall peacebuilding process.  
3. Training and preparation of future leaders. Peacebuilding is a long term process, often taking generations. Civil society must be involved in the preparation of future leaders who will champion peace over war and conflict.  
4. Public outreach and awareness raising. Public education and outreach programmes must be developed by civil society in order to inform the wider population of peacebuilding issues. A capable and independent media can play a particularly vital role in this respect. Civil society can contribute to media training and engage journalists on issues related to peacebuilding.  
5. Further research. Peacebuilding must be informed by realities on the ground, therefore research is of fundamental importance. Accurate information is required to get a deeper understanding of key issues and actors. 
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