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 News Updates and Publications
Armed Conflict: Annual report of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict

15 September 2009 - Radhika Coomaraswamy, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict highlighted the plight of children affected by war as she reported to the Human Rights Council in Geneva today. The Special Representative said that in order to halt grave violations against children, addressing impunity and holding perpetrators accountable must remain a priority of the international community. The Special Representative further stressed the need to address protection concerns for children displaced as a result of conflict, who count among the most vulnerable categories of children.
Full article (CRIN)
Canada Responds to World Food Program's Appeal for Drought-Stricken Countries in Sub-saharan Africa

21 September 2009 - World Food Programme operations in Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia and Uganda are helping to meet the needs of approximately 17 million people, including internally displaced persons, refugees, returnees, women and children, whose food security is further threatened by severe drought conditions.
Full article (CIDA)
Child Sexual Abuse: Child Survivors, Mothers, and Perpetrators Tell Their Stories

This book is written by Jane Gilgun, Ph.D., LICSW and Alankaar Sharma, MSW.  Alankaar, one of Tulir's co-founders and currently a doctoral student is a co-author. Child Sexual Abuse: Child Survivors, Mothers, and Perpetrators Tell Their Stories. Based upon interviews with survivors, perpetrators, and mothers, this book answers questions that many people have. 

Full Article (Lulu) and Similar article (Lulu)
250 000 child soldiers

15 September 2009 - Around a quarter of a million children are fighting with armed groups across the world, the UN's representative for children affected by conflict said on Tuesday. We estimate that there are 250 000 child soldiers in the world today," said Radhika Coomaraswamy, United Nations special representative for children and armed conflict.
Full article (News24)
Debate on the Protection of all Human Rights

22 September 2009 - The Human Rights Council concluded its general debate on the promotion and protection of all human rights, civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights, including the right to development, and started its general debate on human rights situations that require the Council's attention. Other situations raised included that of the Sahrawis and the Western Sahara; Dalits and caste-based discrimination; conscientious objection to military service; implementation of the rights of children, and the situation of children affected by armed conflict; violence against women; access to medicines in developing countries; Tamils in Sri Lanka; Kurds in some countries; the opposition in Iran; Kashmir; indigenous peoples; and forced labour and other contemporary forms of slavery.

Full article (UNHCHR)
Debates on Situation in Palestine and Occupied Arab Territories, Human Rights Bodies and Vienna Declaration

30 September 2009 - The Human Rights Council this morning held general debates on the human rights situation in Palestine and other Occupied Arab Territories, on human rights bodies and mechanisms, and on follow-up and implementation of the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action. Ms. L. VAN HAREN, of Defence for Children International, welcomed the references in the report of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for children and armed conflict to some of the child rights violations that were perpetrated during the recent Israeli military offensive in Gaza.
Full article (UNHCHR)
Member States commit to greater efforts to release and reintegrate child soldiers
29 September 2009 – A number of United Nations Member States added their names to the ‘Paris Commitments’ to protect children from recruitment and use by armed forces or armed groups today, at a Ministerial level meeting at UN Headquarters. The number of States to have endorsed the commitments has increased to 84, the latest being Albania, the Central African Republic, Eritrea, Guinea, Jamaica, Liechtenstein, Panama and Senegal.

Full article (UNICEF)

Outcomes of Universal Periodic Review on the Central African Republic, Monaco and Belize

23 September 2009 - The Human Rights Council adopted the outcomes of the Universal Periodic Review on the Central African Republic, Monaco and Belize. Courtney musser (United States) welcomed the Central African Republic's adoption of reforms, particularly those favouring increased press freedoms, and its efforts to improve human rights. However, the United States remained concerned regarding the impunity enjoyed by perpetrators of human rights abuses in the security forces. Also appreciated were the efforts to undertake reforms in the justice system and efforts to prevent children from being used in conflicts or recruited unlawfully by the military. As gender-based violence remained a problem in the Central African Republic, the United States also welcomed the national action plan on gender-based violence.

Full article (UNHCHR)
Outcomes of Universal Periodic Review on New Zealand, Afghanistan and Chile

24 September 2009 - The Human Rights Council adopted the outcomes of the Universal Periodic Review on New Zealand, Afghanistan and Chile. Klara Tunyogi Akots (Hungary) said that Hungary welcomed the decision of the Afghan Government to accept or answer most of the recommendations, but remained concerned about Afghanistan's consequent refusal of the moratorium on the use of the death penalty. Hungary wished to reconfirm its already expressed position regarding the measures that were needed to prevent the recruitment of children and the use of child combatants by the Taliban. Hungary also acknowledged the efforts already made by the Afghan Government, but reiterated that further steps were necessary, and that it looked forward to receive answers from the Government in this regard. Further, Hungary recommended the continuation of the revision of the Law on Personal Affairs on the followers of the Shia jurisprudence and its harmonization with international obligation, and it would welcome a detailed answer and a timely follow-up on this issue. Finally, Hungary welcomed the commitment of the citizens of Afghanistan who had cast their vote on 20 August, but remained very concerned about the large number of irregularities that had been reported during the Presidential elections.

Full article (UNHCHR)
Sexual abuse of child soldiers becoming more prevalent

4 September 2009 - The widespread and systematic rape of girls in war zones is increasingly a characteristic of conflict in many parts of the world, a senior United Nations official warned Friday in an expansive report on children and armed conflict. “Such violations are often perpetrated in a rule of law vacuum as a result of conflict, and there often exists a prevailing culture of impunity for such crimes,” said Radhika Coomaraswamy, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict.

Full article (LaosNews.Net)
Statement by Sigrid Kaag, UNICEF Regional Director for the Middle East and North Africa, on death of children in air raid on Yemen camp
17 September 2009 - UNICEF is deeply concerned about reports that civilians, including children, died in an air raid on a camp for displaced persons in northern Yemen. The raid left a high number of casualties, mainly women and children. They had sought refuge in the makeshift camp of Al Adi to flee heavy fighting. This latest incident is a tragic development in an already alarming situation. More than a month after the latest escalation of fighting, children affected by the conflict still have no access to safe water, adequate sanitation, health care and protection. Their lives are threatened by disease and violence.









      Full article (UNICEF)
Statement by the Federal Minister for Human Rights of Pakistan

16 September 2009 - In the interactive dialogue with the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict, Radhika Coomaraswamy, most speakers agreed that the key for improved protection of children in armed conflict was in ending the impunity for grave violations committed against children. Among principal challenges was the implementation of normative standards for protection of children in armed conflicts. Several speakers raised the issue of the specific vulnerabilities of the girl child and the need for comprehensive protection measures. A specific challenge for the international community was reintegration and rehabilitation of child soldiers, as it required resources to be committed for the long term. In order to improve the situation of children in armed conflict, normative progress made on the international level should be implemented at the local level and a permanent and strengthened commitment by the international community was essential in this regard.  

Full article (UNHCHR)
Statement by UNICEF Executive Director Ann M. Veneman on the adoption of Security Council Resolution 1888 on sexual violence in conflict

30 September 2009 - UNICEF welcomes the adoption today by the United Nations Security Council of a resolution calling for increased protection from sexual violence for women and children caught up in wars and conflict. Resolution 1888 is an important next step, adding additional impetus to international efforts to stamp out sexual violence, ensuring that sexual violence is taken into account in United Nations-sponsored peace negotiations, and strengthening accountability for violations through the new reporting mechanism it establishes.

Full article (UNICEF)
When is a child soldier not a child soldier?
2 September 2009 - When Omar Khadr was captured in 2002 and accused of throwing a grenade that killed one US soldier and wounded another, he was 15 years old. Over the intervening seven years, human rights activists and legal experts have argued his case falls clearly under international conventions designed to cover child soldiers.  Now, following revelations the Department of Foreign Affairs, under Minister Lawrence Cannon's direction, has moved to change its policy language from "child soldier" to "children in armed conflict," critics charge the new term is specifically designed to exclude Canada's most famous child soldier from the protocols. They believe it's a move specifically designed to relieve the government of an obligation to help him. 
Full article (EMBASSY)
UN official meets with MILF brass on child soldiers

12 September 2009 - The new resident coordinator of the United Nations met with top brass of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) in the southern Philippines to discuss the MILF’s recent commitment not to tap children in armed conflict.
Full article (GMA News.TV)
UN Security Council - Resolution 1612 and Beyond: Strengthening Protection for Children in Armed Conflict

Resolution 1612 and Beyond details concrete actions that the United Nations Security Council should take to ensure that children caught in armed conflict are protected from violence and related threats to their security and well-being. The release of the policy paper follows the recent Security Council Open Debate on Children and Armed Conflict and coincides with the ongoing follow-up on the Presidential Statement adopted by the Security Council in connection to that Open Debate.
Full article (Essex) and Similar article (Essex)
U.N. team to visit Myanmar over child soldiers

4 August 2009 - The United Nations sent on Tuesday August 4th a team to Myanmar to press for action by the government and rebel groups to end the practice of using child soldiers. Reports by U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon have accused the army of Myanmar's military government and ethnic rebel militias, such as Karen groups in the east of the country, of recruiting children to serve as fighters. 

Full article (Reuters Alert Net)

Conferences and Events
51st session of the Committee on the Rights of the Child                      
      The 51st Session of the Committee on the Rights of the Child took place from 25 May to 12 June at the Palais Wilson in Geneva, Switzerland. The Committee examined reports from Bangladesh, France, Mauritania, Niger, Romania and Sweden on their implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. In addition, the Committee will reviewed reports on the implementation of the Optional Protocol on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography (OPSC) for Oman and Slovenia and reports on the Optional Protocol on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict (OPAC) for Oman and Slovenia as well. Moreover, the Committee pursued the elaboration of general comments on article 12 of the Convention on child participation, the one on article 3 on the best interests of the child as well as on article 19 on violence against children. It continued its discussion on how existing cooperation with various relevant bodies could be further strengthened to enhance the promotion and protection of the rights of the child.
Full article (CRIN) and Similar article (OHCHR)
Human Rights Council To Hold Twelfth Regular Session 
The Human Rights Council will hold its twelfth regular session from 14 September to 2 October 2009 at the Palais des Nations in Geneva. Concerning the promotion and protection of all human rights, civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights, including the right to development, the Council will review reports from the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict; the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights and fundamental freedoms of indigenous people; the expert mechanism on the rights of indigenous peoples (on the rights of indigenous peoples to education); the Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of slavery, its causes and consequences; the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography; the Independent Expert on human rights and international solidarity; independent expert on the issue of human rights obligations related to safe drinking water and sanitation; the Special Rapporteur on the adverse effects of illicit movement and dumping of toxic wastes; and the Working Group on the Right to Development.
Full article (UNHCHR)
International Colloquium of the HAQ: Centre for Child Rights

This first-ever international colloquium on “Children and Governance:

Holding the State Accountable” took place from 20 July to 22 July in New Delhi. National and international experts and policy makers working in the field of child rights and protection keenly debated the issue of effective and improved governance for children from a child rights perspective. The issue of children in armed conflict was also examined. 

Full article (HAQCRC) and Similar article (HAQCRC)
Ministerial follow-up forum to the Paris Commitments on children in armed groups

      







      The Permanent Mission of France to the United Nations, UNICEF and the Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict have co-organized the second ministerial follow-up Forum on the ‘Paris Commitments’ and the ‘Paris Principles’ to protect children from recruitment and use by armed forces or armed groups. This forum took place on September 29th in Trusteeship Council Chamber, UN Secretariat Building. 


       
      Full article (UNICEF) 

Courses and Training Sessions

Outline for the Open Paper: Livelihoods and Markets for Youth in Conflict
Jason Wolfe (USAID) and Radha Rajkotia (IRC) are researching and writing an “open paper” aimed at outlining how the Sustainable Livelihoods Framework and the Value Chain Approach can be used to improve the lives of youth affected by conflict. The open paper approach welcomes community input and feedback throughout the writing process .
Full article (CYES Network)
Vacancies

EMPLOYMENT: Executive Director of Defence for Children - International
The International Secretariat of DCI (Defence for Children - International) is seeking a full-time Executive Director.
Full article (DCI)
Intern Job Description

Watchlist on Children and Armed Conflict (www.watchlist.org) is seeking an intern to work 15 to 25 hours/week from September through December 2009. The Watchlist on Children and Armed Conflict is an NGO network that monitors and reports on violations against the security and rights of children and adolescents in specific situations of armed conflict.

Full article (Watchlist on Children and Armed Conflict)
Monitoring and Reporting Intern Job Description

Watchlist on Children and Armed Conflict is seeking an intern to work 15 to 20 hours/week from September through December 2009. 
Full article (Watchlist on Children and Armed Conflict)
UNICEF Consultancy for Scoping Exercise on Training of Militaries on Child Protection
UNICEF is currently looking for a Consultant to undertake a scoping exercise on Capacity Building on Child Protection in Emergencies for Militaries.  The assignment will be for a maximum of 40 days over an 8 week period, with the work to be completed and finalized by 21 December.  The consultant can work from a location of his/her choosing, but would be expected to travel to NYC and Geneva for an expected 1-week period each in order to undertake in-person consultations with relevant partners and stakeholders. Interested candidates should send duly completed CV and signed P11 form (please only scan the final page with signature to keep file sizes to a minimum) to Ayda Idoia Eke (aeke@unicef.org) by 19 October, 2009.

War Child Netherlands Consultancy for a Child Rights and Child Protection Community Assessment in Bukavu, Democratic Republic of Congo

Through the development of its new 2009 – 2011 Strategic Plan, War Child Holland (WCH) DRC has defined the protection of children as its overall thematic focus in its country program, a goal towards which its education, psychosocial and economic reinsertion programs will contribute.  In order to guide the implementation of this strategy and design truly effective initiatives to prevent and respond to grave child rights violations, WCH will undertake a child protection needs assessment in its targeted areas of operation in 2009.  The incumbent must be fluent in French. The child protection needs assessment will be undertaken at the community level in Walungu Territory, South Kivu Province, from late October – December 2009. It will include key informant interviews and focus-group discussions (FGDs) with community members as well as children and youth who find themselves marginalized, helping to shed light on the root causes of child rights violations.  Special attention will be focused on using appropriate tools to facilitate the participation of children in the assessment process. Please send a CV and cover letter before October 23, 2009 to the attention of Program Development Advisor, Child Protection, War Child Holland, Bukavu, at carrie.vandewint@warchild.nl
Regional News Updates

Afghanistan: Children's mental health in Afghanistan

5 September 2009 - The implication for mental health interventions is that a narrow focus on conflict-related trauma as the source of all psychological distress observed in war-affected children might not be appropriate. The study therefore draws attention to the need for a broader understanding of the multiple sources of children's distress in both conflict and postconflict situations, and the need for holistic culturally appropriate responses. Schools are recognised as potentially (though not necessarily) protective environments for children living in areas affected by conflict. School-based programmes have been started in Afghanistan as part of a holistic response to communities affected by the conflict. 

Full article (THE LANCET)
Colombia: Report paints grim picture of child abuse in conflict

8 September 2009 – Despite significant Government efforts, children in Colombia continue to be killed, maimed, tortured, raped, recruited and abducted in the long-running conflict, mainly by illegal armed groups. Estimates of the number of children participating in illegal armed groups range from 8,000 in Government figures to 11,000 estimated by non-government sources.
Full article (HREA)
Canada et Etats-Unis : Omar Khadr  - L'appel entendu le 13 novembre

5 septembre 2009 - Le gouvernement Harper conteste la décision rendue le mois dernier par la Cour d'appel fédérale, qui l'oblige à rapatrier le jeune homme accusé d'avoir tué un soldat américain. Omar Khadr est le seul Occidental toujours détenu à Guantanamo. Le gouvernement a donc déposé une demande d'appel devant la Cour suprême et a aussi demandé aux tribunaux de suspendre le premier jugement en attendant que la Cour suprême se penche sur la question. Ottawa veut ainsi éviter de devoir entreprendre dès maintenant des démarches de rapatriement. La Cour suprême du Canada accepte la requête d'Ottawa de se pencher sur la cause d'Omar Khadr, détenu depuis sept ans à la prison de Guantanamo. La cause du gouvernement sera entendue le 13 novembre prochain.

Full article (Radio-Canada)
Democratic Republic of Congo: In Brief: DRC child recruitment a "tragic consequence" of war                               



            
        

1st September 2009 - More children have been used and recruited by armed groups in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) than anywhere else in the world, according to the UN Children's Fund, UNICEF. 








          Full article (IRIN)
India: Maoist kid soldiers draw blood




      
       14 September 2009 - Boys with guns but hardly any facial hair shot dead a local CPM leader this morning at Salboni near Lalgarh, with horrified villagers saying some of the attackers looked “as young as 14”. Maoist sources confirmed police claims that they had introduced the child soldier — widely used by the Tamil Tigers, Khmer Rouge and African militias — into Bengal’s western theatre of conflict.





         




      Full article (The Telegraph)
Israel & the occupied Palestinian territories (oPt): Gaza schoolchildren lack basic equipment 

        



         



         9 September 2009 - Some 1,200 students at al-Karmel High School for boys in Gaza City returned to class on 25 August without history and English textbooks, or notebooks and pens - all unavailable on the local market. The war had, and continues to have, a severely negative impact on the entire education system. At least 280 schools out of 641 in Gaza were damaged and 18 destroyed during the military operation. None have been rebuilt or repaired to date due to continued restrictions on the entry of construction materials.  
Full article (IRIN)
Israel & the occupied Palestinian territories (oPt ): Israel's war on Gaza killed 252 children

9 September 2009 – The Israeli official figures seriously underestimated the civilian Palestinian death toll exacted during its onslaught in Gaza early this year, according to painstaking research to be published today. The first detailed casualty figures from an Israeli human rights organisation since the war ended puts the number of children under 16 killed in the offensive at 252 as opposed to the 89 cited by the military. B'Tselem says its fieldworkers gathered death certificates, photos, and testimonies relating to all 252 of the children. 
Full article (The Independent) 
Israel & the occupied Palestinian territories (oPt ): Goldstone Report expresses alarm at the detention of hundreds of young children

24 September 2009 – On 15 September 2009, the Goldstone Mission published a 575 page report based on the United Nations Fact Finding Mission on the Gaza Conflict (the Report). The fact finding mission was established by the UN in April 2009, following the 23 day war in Gaza which killed over 1,400 hundred Palestinians, including 353 children. Eighteen Israelis were also killed during the conflict. The Report not only deals with the direct impact of the war but also considers the broader effects, including the effect on Palestinian children from the West Bank detained by Israel during, and immediately after, the offensive.

Full article and report (DCI-Palestine)
Poland: Committee examines reports of Poland on children in armed conflict
22 September 2009 – The Committee on the Rights of the Child reviewed the initial reports of Poland on how that country is implementing the provisions of the two Optional Protocols to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict and on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography.

Full article (UNHCHR)
In Rwanda, a lesson in understanding

Many of the Boston-area high school students held hands with their Rwandan student hosts as they walked through the Murambi genocide memorial in a former school in rural Rwanda. That helped the Americans and the Rwandans alike to make it through the trauma of witnessing exhibits that included the human remains of victims of the 1994 genocide. The program involved far more than a tour of the genocide memorials. The project was designed by the Brookline-based organization Facing History and Ourselves and was funded by a US State Department grant. Facing History, founded in 1976, has grown into a national organization that involves students and teachers around the country in projects to study racism, anti-Semitism, and other forms of prejudice. The organization is rooted in study of the Holocaust and other genocides.



      Full article (boston.com) 
Somalia: Conflict and drought compound civilians' woes                     
       

1st September 2009 -  Somalian civil society continues to flee the hostilities in Mogadishu. They either find refuge with relatives or host families or look for shelter in makeshift camps. Thousands of children have to cope with the task of surviving in a hostile environment where there is a constant danger of being caught in crossfire. Child-care institutions across the country are doing their best to provide children with food, clothes and medical care, at a time when it is becoming increasingly difficult for civilians to contend with the deadly violence. 
Full article (HREA)
République Centre-africaine : De nombreux enfants à la limite de la survie – UNICEF


        





        

        13 août 2009 - Dans trois préfectures du sud de la République centrafricaine (RCA), au moins 16 pour cent des enfants de moins de cinq ans souffrent de malnutrition aiguë, et 6,6 pour cent de malnutrition aiguë sévère, d'après le Fonds des Nations Unies pour l'enfance (UNICEF). Si on tient compte à la fois du nord, touché par le conflit, et du sud, plus stable, près de 700 000 enfants de moins de cinq ans sont dans une situation considérée comme inacceptable. Beaucoup d'entre eux glissent vers l'extrême limite de la survie. 






         Full article (IRIN)



Sierra Leone: Sierra Leonean named to top post in court trying war crimes in his homeland







          
        8 September 2009 – For the first time a Sierra Leonean is serving as acting prosecutor of the United Nations-backed Special Court trying those accused of violating international humanitarian law and national law in the civil war that tore the West African country apart between 1996 and 2001. Appointed by Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, senior Sierra Leonean lawyer Joseph Fitzgerald Kamara took up his post today pending the naming of a new prosecutor to replace Stephen Rapp, who resigned earlier this month to become UN Ambassador-at-large for War Crimes. In July, Mr. Rapp told the Security Council the Court had been ground-breaking in several respects, including the first-ever convictions on the charge of sexual slavery, both as a war crime and crime against humanity, as well as convictions on the use of child soldiers.




         Full article (HREA)





                               
Somalia: Fighting continues to take toll on children     
        
         
         9 September, 2009 - At an African Union hospital in Mogadishu, a third of the patients are children. They arrive with gunshot and shrapnel wounds, burns and other conflict-related injuries. Reporting from Mogadishu, Somalia - Even in a country that has endured so much suffering, few images could more tragically convey the senseless violence gripping Somalia today than the expressionless stare of a 5-year-old boy named Omar. As he slept next to his mother one recent morning, a stray bullet from a nearby gun battle struck him in the back of the head. He made no movement or sound, so his family members didn't even notice at first. Later they saw blood oozing from a small hole in his head and thought it was a snakebite.





      

      
       Full article (Los Angeles Times)
Somalia: Hassna Qassim, "I cannot remember the last time we had more than one meal a day"





        

        8 September 2009 - Qassim is one of thousands of internally displaced persons (IDPs) struggling to survive under extremely difficult circumstances in the Somali town of Jowhar, 90km north of the capital, Mogadishu. When her daughter abandoned the children a year ago, Qassim took on the task of caring for them. Her oldest grandchild is eight while the youngest is 18 months old, yet she has to leave them alone for long hours every day. 






         Full article (IRIN)
Sudan: Women, children increasingly targeted in Southern clashes     4 September 2009 - Women and children are being increasingly targeted in the escalating attacks against communities in Southern Sudanese states, exacerbating the dire humanitarian situation, say officials. The violent clashes are different to the traditional 'cattle rustling' that normally occurs each year,". "Women and children, usually spared in this fighting, are now deliberately targeted and the number of deaths [is] higher than the number of wounded." 


         


 Full article (IRIN)
Ugandan army rescues 100 kidnapped children


                  9 September 2009 - An army spokesman says Ugandan forces have rescued 100 kidnapped children and young adults during an operation against a brutal Ugandan rebel group in neighboring Central African Republic.









      Full article (Associated Press)
Yemen: Children bear brunt of Saada conflict


        

        7 September 2009 - Children have been deeply affected by the conflict and would continue to feel its impact for many years to come. The international community needs to rally together to help all those children who have little if any access to food, health, education and protection. Normal life for children has been disrupted. In a situation of conflict, poor families are forced to flee from their dwellings and lose their income sources. Children become part of the coping strategy and support their families in whatever way they can. They fetch water and collect wood, meaning that their education gets disrupted. In Saada Province, nearly 60 percent of children are malnourished, and therefore run the great risk of suffering irreversible damage if nutritional screening is not done, Ur- Rehman warned, also noting the risk of water-borne diseases.



                   Full article (IRIN) and Similar article (Radio-Canada) and Similar article (UNICEF)
Yemen: NGOs slam using children as human shields by rebels 

7 September 2009 – Non-Government Organizations (NGOs) for childhood care in Yemen have expressed their conviction to using children as human shields by the rebels group in some areas of Yemen's northern province of Saada. In a statement issued by those organizations, they described those acts as irresponsible and reckless, affirming their condemnation for the criminal acts carried out by al-Houthi rebels against children and involving them in fighting.

Full article (Yemen News Agency)
Yemen:  Yemen, UNICEF discuss displaced children situation

17 September 2009 – Minister of Education Abdul-Salam al-Jawfi held Wednesday talks with UNICEF Representative Yemen Aboudou Karimou Adjibade on conditions of displaced children who left their homes due to Sa'ada rebellion in some regions of Saada, Amran and Hajjah camps.
Full article (Yemen News Agency)
Yemen: Children detained illegally in private jails

September 2009 – Nidhal, 14, from Sana’a, pushed his wheelbarrow around the vegetable market every day selling potatoes to help his poor family. When he came back home, his mother was very grateful for his small contribution in saving his family from begging. Then one day, when he was in the market with his wheelbarrow, he quarreled with a 19-year-old. As they argued, Nidhal grabbed a jambiyya from a passerby and stabbed him in the back. The man was admitted to hospital, and his family arranged for Nidhal to be put in their sheikh’s private jail.
Full story (The Yemen Times)
Yemen: Special children center to be established in Taiz

27 September 2009 – Governor of Taiz Hamoud al-Soffi agreed on Sunday with the head of delegation of the German charitable association "Hammer Forum" Iman Wilies to establish a special center for the children at al-Thawra Hospital in Taiz.

Full article (Yemen News Agency)
1
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