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Calls to action 

Qui est responsable des enfants soldats? Un sondage d’Amnistie 

 L’appel à l’action d’Amnistie internationale demande : Né enfant…devenu soldat : Qui est responsable? Après le visionnement d’un court vidéo clip d’une minute, nous sommes invités à voter si l’enfant dans l’extrait est victime ou agresseur? Une pétition s’y attache. 

Pour de plus amples informations
News updates and Publications
Security Council reaffirms commitment to address widespread impact of armed conflict on children

29 April 2009 - The Security Council today reaffirmed its commitment to address the widespread impact of armed conflict on children and expressed its intention to consider bolstering its measures to protect war-affected children by targeting parties who not only recruited them as combatants, but those who killed, maimed, raped or committed other grave sexual violence against them, with the expectation of taking action on the matter by the end of July. Capping a day-long meeting during which Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon urged the 15-nation body to “strike a blow against […] impunity”, by, at a minimum, expanding its criteria to include on the so-called “list of shame”, parties committing rape and other serious sexual violence against children in armed conflict, the Council adopted a presidential statement(S/PRST/2009/9) reiterating its strong condemnation of all such acts and violations of international law regarding the protection of children.

Full article (UN Dept of Public Information)
Appointment of Special Representative on Violence Against Children

1 May 2009, Secretary-General Ban Ki Moon today announced the appointment of Marta Santos Pais as his Special Representative on Violence Against Children (SRSG). Human Rights Watch's Jo Becker, co-Chair of the NGO Advisory Council for the follow-up to the UN Study on Violence Against Children, told CRIN: "We’ve waited a long time for this appointment, and are delighted that Marta Santos Pais will be taking on this critical new mandate.”The SRSG will be a powerful voice for children, and a force to challenge the entrenched laws, attitudes and practices that still cause children to suffer intolerable violence. We are incredibly eager to work with her to make sure that the important recommendations that came out of the UN Study are fully implemented." The establishment of the post was one of 12 recommendations of the UN Study on Violence Against Children, concluded in 2006.

Full article (CRIN)
UN Security Council to visit Africa

11 May 2009 - The 15 members of the Security Council will visit Liberia, Rwanda, and DRC, and meet with African Union officials in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, about the crises in Somalia and Sudan. In all of these countries, Security Council action is urgently needed to end ongoing human rights abuses and to bring to justice those responsible for past abuses, said Human Rights Watch. "Millions have suffered the disastrous effects of armed conflict in each of these African countries," said Georgette Gagnon, Africa director at Human Rights Watch. In DRC, killings, rape, abduction, and displacement persist, and the humanitarian and human rights situation in eastern Congo remains dire. Human Rights Watch urged the Security Council to ensure that the UN peacekeeping mission in Congo (MONUC) has the troops and resources it needs to protect civilians. 
Full article (Human Rights Watch)
Guide to mechanisms for children’s rights
The purpose of this guide is to help readers understand the mechanisms working on child rights, such as the different parts of the United Nations, or regional bodies like the African Union or Organization of American States. Each mechanism outlined in the guide is described in a general way and uses a question and answer format to explain how the mechanism addresses child rights. Links throughout the document connect the guide to external sources of information.
Guide available
Educational curriculum by Peace One Day is now available 

An online educational curriculum focusing on conflict resolution and non-violence for teachers and students across the world is now available. Two free education resources have thus far been created and the curriculum, recommended for grades 6-12 in the US and KS 3 & 4 in the UK, aims to foster discussion among young people about peace and non-violence in their schools, local communities, and the world at large. The resources work in conjunction with Jeremy Gilley's award-winning documentary film The Day After Peace. 
More information available 
Peacebuilding initiative announces the launch of thematic areas

A new web resource for peacebuilding practitioners, policymakers, and scholars, seeking to build and share their knowledge and experience has been launched with a thematic content on The Peacebuilding Initiative,. This material was developed by a team of expert scholar-practitioners and reviewed by advisers from a variety of institutional and geographic backgrounds, representing a diversity of perspectives. The portal contains information on child soldiers and synthesizes knowledge and experience in five thematic areas: Democracy and Governance; Economic Recovery; Justice and the Rule of Law; Psycho-social Recovery; and Security and Public Order. 

More information available
Conferences and events
Exhibit: Our World-At War, by the International Committee of the Red Cross  

4 May 2009 - The exhibit offers a unique and first-hand look at what war and armed violence do to people’s lives – from the heartbreaking loneliness of an elderly woman made homeless by last year’s war between Georgia and Russia to the unbridled joy of two brothers reunited after being separated by fighting in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). Behind the suffering there is always a person and that really comes across in this exhibit." The five photojournalists, James Nachtwey, Ron Haviv, Chris Morris, Franco Pagetti and Antonin Kratochvil, who are all from the New York-based VII Agency, travelled to eight countries, where they met countless displaced families, prisoners, orphaned children, war surgeons, poor and widowed mothers, disabled volunteers, rebel fighters, rape victims, counsellors, midwives and others affected by armed conflict.
More information available 
Film: Fierce light when spirit meets action

FIERCE LIGHT continues the quest for a fusion between spirituality and activism previously explored in Velcrow Ripper's award-winning feature documentary ScaredSacred  (Special Jury Prize, Toronto International FIlm Festival). It was executive produced by Mark Achbar, (The Corporation  -Audience Award, Sundance). Canadian theatrical release begins 15 May in Toronto at Cumberland Theatre, in Montreal at AMC Forum, in Vancouver at 5th Avenue Cinema.

More information available 
Workshop: Child Rights in education

The Fourth Annual Workshop with Children and Youth sponsored by the Landon Pearson Resource Centre for the Study of Childhood and Children’s Rights will take place at Carleton University on Friday June 5 and Saturday June 6, 2009. This year’s theme, “Child Rights in Education”, was chosen by the young people who attended last year’s workshop on “Belonging and Identity” since the discussion kept returning to the role of education in furthering (or impeding) the realization of their rights as they had come to understand them. The education articles of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), Articles 28 and 29 supplemented by Art. 42, will frame the agenda. If you are interested, please contact Senator Pearson at landon_pearson@carleton.ca for more details.

Soirée sur les enfants soldats: Amnistie internationale
Amnistie internationale vous invite à une soirée pour partager les résultats de la campagne Enfants soldats_Que fait la justice? Au Lionceau, 1690 rue Ontario Est, Montréal, le 17 juin de 18h00 à 20h30. RSVP avant le 2 juin à Heidi Boellinger activites@amnistie.ca ou au 514-766-9766  poste 225. 
Pour plus d'informations
Call for presentations: Peace and Conflict: Effective Development in Fragile Places

World University Service of Canada is pleased to announce the call for presentations for the 2009 National Research Forum. This year’s theme is Peace and Conflict: Effective Development in Fragile Places/Paix et conflits: L’efficacité du développement dans des milieux fragiles. Deadline for proposals is 15 June 2009, with the event being held on 14 November 2009, as part of the 63rd WUSC Annual Assembly. One page summary of the presentation as an email attachment, highlighting the presentation purpose and intent should be sent to Mr. Robert Cuthbert at devcase@wusc.ca. 

 More information available
Conference: Children associated with fighting forces

“Children Associated with Fighting Forces – From Psycho-social Factors to International Security and Policy Making,” an international and multidisciplinary conference addressing the complex problems and needs of child soldiers. It will convene June 22, 2009, from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at the Institute of Medicine, 2100 Constitution Avenue, Washington, DC 20418. The conference hopes to shed light on the plight of hundreds of thousands of children worldwide, who are forced and/or lured into committing and witnessing the most atrocious acts of violence. This conference brings together national and international experts from several different disciplines (academia, advocacy, government and military) to discuss the current understanding of the issues at stake. These include the psycho-social underpinnings, mental health consequences, legal issues and policy implications.
More information available
World March for Peace and Nonviolence 

The World March will begin in New Zealand on October 2, 2009, the anniversary of Gandhi’s birth, declared the “International Day of Nonviolence” by the United Nations. It will conclude in the Andes Mountains (Punta de Vacas, Aconcagua, Argentina) on January 2, 2010. The March will last 90 days, three long months of travel. It will pass through all climates and seasons, from the hot summer of the tropics and the deserts, to the winter of Siberia. The American and Asian stages will be the longest, both almost a month. A permanent base of a hundred people of different nationalities will complete the journey.
More information available
Courses and Training sessions

Course: Peace operations, Manufacturing Peace
An in-depth look at the current and growing phenomenon of peace operations, including peace-making, the debates surrounding its effectiveness and proposed reforms. The course is given entirely in English. There is also a French version of this course. Directing the course : Michel Liégeois, Professor, International Relations Theory and Diplomatic and Strategic Issues, Université catholique de Louvain, Belgium. Among the guest speakers : Xavier Zeebroek, Researcher, Group for Research and Information on Peace and Security (GRIP) and Jocelyn Coulon, Author, Guide du maintien de la paix 2009, Director, Réseau francophone de recherche sur les opérations de paix. Course GEO3432, Geography department, Faculty of Arts and Sciences of the University of Montreal. from Tuesday 7 July to Sunday 12 July 2009 and from Friday 3 July to Sunday 12 July 2009 for credited students only.
More information available
Vacancies
Human Rights journal call for papers and editors
The Advisory Board of Interdisciplinary Journal of Human Rights Law (IJHRL) is seeking applications for its Editorial Board, Peer reviewer and Associate journal editor positions.  Traditionally, IJHRL has competed with international criminal law, humanitarian law, and human rights law reviews.  In the past, editorial advisory board members have included leading scholars such as Antonio Cassese, Roger S. Clark, Sandy Hodgkinson, Leila Nadya Sadat, William A. Schabas, Otto Triffterer, and David Wippman.  
More information available
______________________________________________________________________________

Afghanistan – 8-year-old girl was burned by white phosphorous munitions
8 May 2009 - NATO forces in Afghanistan should immediately release the results of their investigation into a March 14, 2009, incident in which an 8-year-old girl in Kapisa province was burned by white phosphorus munitions, Human Rights Watch said today. A NATO spokesperson has denied allegations from the girl's father that NATO forces had fired the rounds that caused her injuries.
Full article (Human Rights Watch)
Afghanistan – Girls targeted in ‘Taliban gas attack’

13 May 2009 - The third attack in three weeks on a girls school in Afghanistan has seen 90 girls rushed to the hospital, the apparent victims of gas poisoning. Though the Taliban denied any involvement, Afghan officials believe it is a sign of the increasing violence to which militants are resorting to suppress education for women.
Full article (UN Wire) 
Afghanistan – Surviving on charity and odd jobs

14 May 2009 (IRIN) - In 2008 Taliban insurgents infiltrated the village in the western province of Farah in which Mahmood and his extended family were living - with dire consequences: Mahmood’s father and uncle were killed in the subsequent hostilities and their house destroyed. Having lost everything, his family moved to the provincial capital of the same name (Farah) in late 2008 and built a mud hut on the outskirts of town. “We have spent many cold nights, with empty stomachs and painful bodies,” Mahmood’s grandfather told IRIN, describing their post-displacement life. Mahmood, 10, and his younger brothers and a sister have never attended school because for them food and shelter, rather than education, are the priorities. 
Full article (IRIN)
Burma-Myanmar – Forgotten Future: Children and Armed Conflict in Burma
Report by Human Rights Education Institute of Burma. Burma continues to be deeply affected by years of internal armed conflict. Intermittent clashes between the Tatmadaw and opposition forces are slowly eroding communities on the fringes of the country where child rights violations are endemic. In contrast with most other war-ravaged regions around the world, where civilian abuses are perpetrated primarily by non-state armed groups (NSAGs), the overwhelming majority of Burma’s human rights abuses occur under the hand of its ruling junta. Tatmadaw soldiers rape, torture, kill, abduct, and burn down entire villages – either under the pretense of punishing dissidents or in pursuit of the SPDC’s border-races development agenda.
 Full Report
Burma-Myanmar – Conference to launch report on children and armed conflict

6 May 2009 - A year after Cyclone Nargis devastated much of Myanmar and intensified the suffering of children throughout the country, human rights groups urged the Security Council to move swiftly to protect the tens of thousands of children recruited as soldiers by local armed groups. At a Headquarters press conference today, Julia Freedson, Director of Watchlist on Children and Armed Conflict, noted that, less than a week after the Secretary-General had called on the Security Council to take firm action against countries that recruited children as soldiers, the recruitment of some as young as nine years old by national and non-State armies in Myanmar may be the world’s largest occurrence of that activity. She said that, as Watchlist released its 60-page report “No More Denial:  Children Affected by Armed Conflict in Myanmar (Burma)” this week to coincide with the first anniversary of Cyclone Nargis and focus attention on the plight of children in Myanmar, the group also “charges the Security Council with remaining largely silent, despite the evidence from United Nations sources and others”.  

Full article (UN Press Conference)
Publication - No More Denial: Children Affected by Armed Conflict in Myanmar – CRIN
Similar article - Child soldiers a reality in Burma: Rights Group - Mizzima
Burundi – Child soldiers stage mutiny

5 May 2009 - Bujumbura - Hundreds of former child soldiers for Burundi rebels staged a mutiny at a demobilisation camp to demand better conditions, an official said on Tuesday. Some 340 child soldiers from the National Liberation Forces (FNL), Burundi's last active rebel group, have been in Gitega, 100 kilometres east of Bujumbura, since early April awaiting demobilisation. The fighters, aged between 16 and 17, stormed out of the camp in their protest to demand better food, new blankets and to be speedily sent back home.
Full article (Independent Online)
Burundi – Last child soldiers homeward bound toward a new life

15 May 2009 – This week, 136 former child soldiers separated from Burundi’s last rebel group, the Forces Nationales de la Libération (FNL), left the Gitega Transit Centre to rejoin their respective families in Bujumbura Mairie, Bujumbura Rural, Bubanza and Gitega. The clearly elated returnees, including two girls, were the first of some 340 children formerly associated with the FNL to be sent homeward after psychosocial reorientation. They leave behind 204 others, including four girls, who are scheduled to leave in their turn on 18 and 20 May. 

Full article (UNICEF)

Chad – Scores of children among rebels rounded up in east

27 May 2009 - At least 85 minors are among 212 suspected rebels imprisoned by the Chadian government after recent clashes between rebels and the army in eastern Chad, according to UN Children’s Fund officials, who have visited the children.  UNICEF team returned to the prison to continue the verification process, according to Babille. UNICEF will place juvenile detainees in transit centres operated by non-profit CARE international in the capital N’djamena. UNICEF is determined “to help the children reintegrate into their families and society, and to follow up on their reintegration to avoid the risk of rejoining [armed groups], Babille said in a 26 May communiqué. The Chad government and rebel groups have agreed on paper that children should not be part of any armed forces, but aid workers in Chad say the recruitment of children into armed groups continues and is thought to have increased with recent instability in the country. The government in 2007 signed an agreement with UNICEF to end the use of children in armed forces or groups. 
Full article (IRIN)
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) – UN Blue Helmets free 23 child soldiers

4 May 2009 – The United Nations peacekeeping mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, known as MONUC, announced today that it has freed nearly two dozen children from the ranks of the country’s armed forces this week. In the eastern province of South Kivu four children were separated from the newly integrated Congolese army (FARDC) as part of “Operation Zero Tolerance for children associated with armed forces,” a MONUC-backed initiative.

Full article (UN News Centre)

DRC – Calling Canada to the Congo
6 May 2009 - Parliament Hill staff and a handful of MPs gathered in Centre Block's elegant committee rooms last Wednesday to focus on what Canada could do to end the plight of sexual violence suffered by women and girls in the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Darfur. NDP Foreign Affairs critic Paul Dewar and the all-party Parliamentary Group for the Prevention of Genocide and Other Crimes Against Humanity hosted the event to raise awareness of the tragedies and turn the tide on the "silence and indifference" they say have characterized the global response for too long. The committee hopes to propose an action plan for Canada in the Congo. The event featured speeches from revered international activists Eve Ensler and Stephen Lewis, the latter a former NDP MP and Canadian ambassador to the United Nations who has dedicated many years to helping Africa battle HIV-AIDS. 

Full article (Embassy Mag)

DRC – Training in trauma counseling to support victims of gender-based violence

Over a 3-week period from January to February 2009, 31 Congolese men and women were trained in trauma counseling by a group of five experts hired by the MDRP LEAP program. The trainees - health and social workers, nurses, and even doctors - were selected in hospitals and health centers in eastern DRC, where the civil population has been most affected by the protracted conflicts and associated violence over the past decade. In DRC, rape has been used extensively as a weapon of war. Reports of rapes against women and children, and increasingly men, are common in the eastern provinces. The age range of victims is widening, with not just girls and young women targeted but also small children and older women.
Full article (Multi-Country Demobilization and Reintegration Program)
DRC – UN experts say wanted rebel leads UN-backed ops

20 May 2009 - The de facto deputy commander of U.N.-backed military operations in eastern Congo is a warlord wanted by the International Criminal Court on war crimes charges, U.N. experts say. General Bosco Ntaganda, a rebel who joined a peace deal ending a Tutsi-led rebellion earlier this year, has been indicted by the world court but plays a senior role in operations now being carried out against Rwandan Hutu rebels. Dynamics have changed dramatically in eastern Congo this year, with traditional foes Congo and Rwanda launching joint operations, but human rights experts have rounded on the U.N. peacekeeping force for not challenging Ntaganda's new role. A U.N. Security Council delegation visiting Congo this week handed a list of the names of five army officers it wants the government to arrest for raping women as young as 14. But the list, seen by Reuters, did not include Ntaganda, who is known as "The Terminator" and is accused of recruiting children to fight in the ranks of rebels he has led.
Full article (Reuters)
India – Report: Dangerous Duty. Children and the Chhattisgarh Conflict

Report by Human Rights Watch. The conflict in India’s Chhattisgarh state has irreparably damaged children’s lives. All parties to the conflict—Maoist rebels (Naxalites), state-supported anti-Maoist vigilante groups (known as Salwa Judum), and government security forces—have recruited children in different capacities that expose them to the risk of injury and death. The dramatic escalation of the conflict since mid-2005 has also caused massive displacement, resulted in the destruction of dozens of schools, and severely impacted children’s access to education.”
Full report (Human Rights Watch)
Israel/oPt - Report: Under attack: Settler Violence against Palestinian Children in the oPt
November 2008 - This report is based on evidence gathered by Defence for Children International/Palestine Section from the period January 2007 – June 2008 and is limited to settler attacks on Palestinian children in the Israeli-occupied West Bank, including East Jerusalem. The report highlights nine separate incidents of settler attacks including shootings, beatings and stone-throwing incidents, resulting in injuries to 12 Palestinian children.”
Full Report (Defence for Children International/Palestine Section)

Israel/oPt – Investigation into alleged war crimes in Gaza in 2002

7 May 2009 - The International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH) welcome the decision taken on 4 May 2009 by Judge Andreu of the Audiencia Nacional (Spanish National Court) to continue investigating serious international crimes allegedly committed in Gaza in 2002, on the basis of the universal jurisdiction of the Spanish Courts. The investigation is specifically aimed at looking into the ‘al- Daraj’ bombing of July 2002, which caused the deaths of 16 Palestinians, including 9 children and five other civilians.
Full article (FIDH)
Liberia – Charles Taylor loses Hague bid

4 May 2009 - War crimes judges have rejected a request to acquit Liberia's former President Charles Taylor on charges of crimes against humanity. Mr Taylor's defence team argued that there was not enough evidence for the trial to proceed. The decision by the Special Court for Sierra Leone at The Hague means that Mr Taylor, who has pleaded not guilty, must now present his defence. 

Full article (BBC)

Nigeria – Tens of thousands caught in crossfire in Niger Delta fighting

21 May 2009 - 20,000 people who live in Warri South and southwest local government area, in the Niger Delta region of Nigeria, are caught in cross fire between the Joint Task Force (JTF) and armed groups. Thousands have fled their communities and are unable to return to their homes. Exact casualty figures following the attacks are as yet unknown. According to reports received by Amnesty International, hundreds of bystanders, including women and children, are believed to have been killed and injured by the JTF and by the armed groups shooting at the JTF.
Full article (Amnesty International)
Peru – Government condemns use of children by guerilla group

26 May 2009 - The Peruvian government has described as “horrific” the use of children by guerrilla group the Sendero Luminoso (the Shining Path) in its struggle with security forces. Prime Minister Yehude Simón said reports confirmed indications of the Shining Path's morbid practice of using children and women “to finish off” fallen soldiers following confrontations with guerrillas in an Andean area dominated by drug trafficking. “All such acts which use children are horrendous, and say something about the party which uses them. We must give children moral and ethical values (...) not use them for death, staining their small hands with blood,” Simón told journalists as he left Congress. Television station Frecuencia Latina issued a preview of a report on the leftist group, which shows up to 17 children with short haircuts like those of the soldiers and organised in a military formation, said Reuters.

Full article (CRIN)
Philippines – Mindanao displaced face long-term upheaval 

25 May 2009 - Dirty and cold, about 100 children huddle under a tarpaulin at an evacuation site on the southern Philippine island of Mindanao. With gun battles continuing daily, their prospects of returning home soon seem more remote than ever. It is almost 10 months since all-out war re-erupted between government forces and the separatist Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF). In recent months, about 8,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs) have flocked to Libungan Toretta, an impoverished yet picturesque village of a few hundred, mostly subsistence farmers, near Mindanao's Pigkawayan town. "There are so many children among them that food is becoming a major problem," local village council member Nasser Latip told IRIN.
Full article (IRIN)
Sierra Leone – Child miners: Legacy of conflict

8 May 2009 - Since the end of the civil war seven years ago, the Sierra Leonean authorities and child welfare agencies have been battling to remove children from the diamond-mining fields, a trend which began at the height of the conflict, when children were abducted by rebel forces and coerced to work in the mines. "It is now a major post-conflict problem and a threat to social stability," remarks Patrick Tongu of the Network Movement for Justice and Development (NMJD), which monitors mining activities in the country. "It highlights the government’s failure to meet its obligations under domestic and international laws to protect and promote the rights of children. This allows the development of deep socio-economic grievances amongst a large segment of the country’s post-war generation." 
Full article (Terra Viva)

Somalia – Child killed by Somalia shelling

At least three civilians, including a child of six, have been killed during fierce overnight fighting in the Somali capital, Mogadishu, residents say. A BBC correspondent in the city said the sound of the exchange of heavy weapons could be heard across southern Mogadishu for two hours. 

African Union (AU) peacekeepers say they responded after being attacked. Many mortars fell in residential areas. Islamist insurgents have recently been gaining ground from the government. 

An AU spokesman in the city initially denied that the peacekeepers had been targeted but others now admit they came under fire from mortars and heavy artillery. 
Full article (BBC)
Sri Lanka – Tens of thousands of children among IDPs  
COLOMBO, 30 April 2009 - More than half the 170,000 civilians who have fled fighting in Sri Lanka’s north to government-controlled areas could be children needing care, relief officials warn. Some 100,000 people have fled the fighting since 20 April, according to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, swelling the numbers in camps to 169,280 as of 29 April. UNICEF has appealed for US$5 million to help meet the increased needs of those affected and Save the Children UK is appealing for about $3 million. 
Full article (IRIN)
Sri Lanka – UN launches appeal for civilians fleeing conflict, many of which are children 

5 May 2009 – The United Nations and Government of Sri Lanka today announced the launch of a $50 million appeal to meet the urgent humanitarian needs of the rising number of desperate civilians fleeing the fighting in the north between the army and Tamil separatist rebels. “It’s a critical time,” stressed UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator in Sri Lanka Neil Buhne. “Around a quarter of under 5 year-olds in the camps are under-nourished, and they need immediate help. Tens of thousands more civilians are expected to come from the remaining zone.” The appeal to fund emergency relief aid targets the most urgent humanitarian needs for an estimated 250,000 people, including food, water, sanitation, shelter, nutrition, health and protection, as well as educational requirements for thousands of children who have been without schooling for months during the escalating conflict.

Full article (UN News Centre)

Sri Lanka – Children caught on the front lines

12 May 2009 - The Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict, Radhika Coomaraswamy, is horrified at the deteriorating crisis in Sri Lanka and its serious toll on children. "The current situation is dreadful and cannot continue. Children should not be held hostage, recruited as child soldiers and put in harm's way", she emphasized. "All the children should immediately be released by the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) and placed in a protected area with their primary care givers, away from the fighting," stated Radhika Coomaraswamy. Too many children have died or been injured. Those who managed to flee live in camps set up by the Government of Sri Lanka that do not meet international standards. 

Full article (Office of SRSG for Children in Armed Conflict)
Sri Lanka – UN officials denounce impact of conflict on children
12 May 2009 – United Nations officials today voiced their distress at the impact on children of the ongoing conflict in northern Sri Lanka, urging both the Government and Tamil rebels to ensure the protection of the most vulnerable. Thousands of civilians, including many children, have been killed or injured in the fighting since the beginning of the year, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) noted in a news release. UNICEF’s Regional Director for South Asia, Daniel Toole, said that with an estimated 50,000 civilians trapped in the conflict zone – a tiny space of just a few square kilometers – the agency fears that many more children will be killed if the current Government offensive continues and if the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) refuses to allow civilians to leave.

Full article (UN News Centre)
Similar article -  A catastrophe for Sri Lanka’s children - UNICEF
Sri Lanka – UN efforts focusing on plight of civilians in post-conflict Sri Lanka

18 May 2009 – The United Nations is closely watching the situation in Sri Lanka, where the Government has declared an end to its military operation against Tamil separatists, while focusing on assisting the hundreds of thousands of civilians displaced by the conflict, a top United Nations official said today. “The situation is volatile so the facts are not as clear as one might hope,” Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs John Holmes told a news conference in New York. The Government of Sri Lanka has declared that its military operation against the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) in the north-east of the country has come to an end and that all the civilians that were trapped in the conflict zone have left.

Full article (UN News Centre)
Similar article - After 70,000 dead, Tigers surrender in war-weary Sri Lanka – Globe and Mail
Sri Lanka – Rebel leader ‘killed’

19 May 2009 - Sri Lanka's military has announced the death of feared Tamil Tiger rebel leader Velupillai Prabhakaran. He and two of his commanders reportedly died trying to flee the last rebel-held patch of jungle in the north-east. An army spokesman told the BBC it had yet to identify Prabhakaran's body and Tamil media outside Sri Lanka have denied his death. Sri Lanka's president is to formally declare the insurgency over shortly, but the country is already celebrating. Reports of Prabhakaran's fate cannot be verified as reporters are barred from the war zone. 

Full article (BBC)

Sri Lanka – Statement by UNICEF Executive Director Ann M. Veneman

19 May 2009 - "It is reported that access to some camps for internally displaced persons within Sri Lanka has become restricted. Full and unimpeded humanitarian access must be ensured so that children and women can receive the assistance they so desperately need. "People are arriving into camps sick, malnourished and some with untended wounds of war. By the end of this week, the number of internally displaced people in camps is expected to have grown to more than a quarter of a million people since late April. This massive influx of people, who have suffered as a result of conflict and deprivation, will put an even greater strain on the health, sanitation, and water systems in internally displaced persons (IDP) camps. 

Full article (UNICEF)

Sri Lanka – Call for UN Special Envoy to investigate abductions

 20 May 2009 – The Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers calls for UN Special Envoy to urgently investigate abductions and other abuses of children. Children (under-18s) are being abducted from refugee camps and from Vavuniya town in northern Sri Lanka by paramilitary groups who enjoy tacit support from the Sri Lankan government. The SRSG’s special envoy should explore ways to strengthen the monitoring and reporting mechanisms in Sri Lanka, in line with Security Council resolution 1612. Information available through Charu Lata Hogg (English, Hindi): +44 7906 261 291 or Victoria Forbes Adam (English): +44 790 477 508.

  More information available
Similar article - Tamil children 'being abducted' - BBC 
Sri Lanka – UN Human Rights Council should tackle Sri Lanka crisis

22 May 2009 - The armed conflict in Sri Lanka appears to have come to an end but a humanitarian crisis continues to unfold in the country.  Amnesty International welcomed the decision of the United Nations Human Rights Council to hold a special session on Tuesday to address the plight of more than a quarter of a million civilians—including some 80,000 children--now held in difficult conditions in de facto internment camps.
Full article (Amnesty International)
Sri Lanka – Government efforts to reintegrate former child soldiers 

24 May 2009 – President Rajapaksa and the Secretary-General recognized that the large number of former child soldiers forcibly recruited by the LTTE as an important issue in the post-conflict context. President Rajapaksa reiterated his firm policy of zero tolerance in relation to child recruitment. In cooperation with UNICEF, child-friendly procedures have been established for their "release and surrender" and rehabilitation in Protective Accommodation Centres. The objective of the rehabilitation process presently underway is to reintegrate former child soldiers into society as productive citizens. The Secretary-General expressed satisfaction on the progress already made by the Government in cooperation with UNICEF and encouraged Sri Lanka to adopt similar policies and procedures relating to former child soldiers in the North. 
Full article (Asian Tribune)
Sri Lanka – UN Human Rights Council to discuss plight of IDPs

25 May 2009 - Human rights groups have welcomed a decision by the UN Human Rights Council to address the condition of more than a quarter of a million conflict-displaced in Sri Lanka in a special session. Meanwhile, HRW continues to receive many credible reports of violations of the laws of war by both the LTTE and Sri Lankan government forces, including the LTTE's use of civilians as human shields, and child soldiers, and the Sri Lankan government's indiscriminate shelling of densely populated areas, including hospitals. 
Full article (IRIN)
Sudan – UNICEF warns of impact on children of ongoing violence

5 May 2009 – The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) said today that it is deeply concerned at the impact on children of continuing violence in a number of states of Southern Sudan, and urged that all parties ensure the protection of young people. The agency calls on groups involved in fighting in Southern Sudan to show “immediate restraint and ensure the full protection of children, those who care for them, and the services on which they depend for their survival and development,” UNICEF’s Veronique Taveau told a news conference in Geneva, recalling that Sudan is a signatory to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.

Full article (UN News Centre)
Similar article - UNICEF Concerned by Child Abductions in Southern Sudan - Voice of America
Sudan – Insecurity hurting education in Southern Sudan

NAIROBI, 8 May 2009 - Violence and localised conflict in Southern Sudan have prevented schools from opening and discouraged parents from sending children to school, the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) said. Thousands of children are believed to have been displaced from their homes in attacks by the Ugandan rebel Lord's Resistance Army in Central and Western Equatoria states, while clashes between communities in Jonglei, Lakes and Warrap states are believed to have led to the death and abduction of children. In Pibor County, Jonglei, more than 140 children have reportedly been abducted. Others were feared to have been among 450 people believed killed in Pibor and 170 killed in Akobo County. 
Full article (IRIN)
Sudan – Sudanese child warrior shares tale of horror

23 May 2009 - With his blue jeans, dreadlocks and lilting accent, it is difficult to imagine Emmanuel Jal as a bald, battle-hardened 12-year-old wielding an AK-47. But it has taken mental and emotional fortitude for the 29-year-old to front up at the Sydney Writers Festival this week and again dredge up the memories of his horrific childhood. Jal was only a small boy when war broke out in Sudan in the mid-1980s between the Islamic regime in the north and the mainly Christian south. While his policeman father joined the guerilla Sudan People's Liberation Army, Jal fled his home in southern Sudan as a seven-year-old with his siblings and mother, who was later murdered. 

Full article (The Australian)

Sudan – The West’s child soldiers

In an interview with Mahmood Mamdani, Ruben Eberlein questions the author about his views on the Darfur conflict and his latest book Saviors and Survivors: Darfur, Politics, and the War on Terror. Contending that children and teenagers in the US mobilised under the Save Darfur campaign should be considered as 'child soldiers' supporting a military effort, Mamdani argues that what essentially represents a form of political mobilisation for war has been effectively promoted as a moral crusade. Mamdani will be speaking at an event organised by Pambazuka News in Oxford, UK, on Tuesday 2 June.
Full article (Pambazuka News)
Uganda – Report: Night commuting in Gulu

Fafo Institute for Applied Social Science (2006). Night commuting in Gulu, Northern Uganda. From Spontaneous Strategy to New Social Institution. 110 p. Master's Thesis in Peace and Conflict Studies. Master's Thesis in Peace and Conflict Studies. Night commuting, as it is occuring in the parts of Northern Uganda today, is the social practice of thousands of children leaving their households at night to go and sleep in one of the many night commuter centres that are established in the urban areas of Gulu and Kitgum. The common conception about night commuting is that the children come to the centres solely out of fear of abduction. This report challenges this notion and investigates the additional factors that make children in Gulu spend their nights in the night commuter centres.”
Full report (Fafo Institute for Applied Science)

Uganda – Finishing the Fight Against the LRA

12 May 2009 - Operation Lightning Thunder did not end the threat of the Lord’s Resistance Army, and it sparked harsh reprisals by the LRA against civilians in Congo. Yet, it would be an even greater tragedy for civilians if key states in the region and the international community lost their collective will to end the threat of the LRA once and for all. What is needed now is a second

Ugandan-led operation against the LRA. This new operation must place civilian protection front

and center. In addition, it will require stronger and more effective support from the United States

and the international community, and the full commitment from the Congolese government

and army to complete the job in a reasonable timeframe and operate in all LRA-affected areas of

northeastern Congo. If the United States takes the lead in supporting a new Ugandan military

operation,  it must provide solid planning, intelligence, coordination, and logistical support—and take greater responsibility for the execution and outcomes of the operation.
Full article (Enough)
Uganda – Paintings by former child soldiers

12 May 2009 - The United Nations anti-crime arm has name acclaimed American painter Ross Bleckner as Goodwill Ambassador to Combat Human Trafficking at the opening of an art exhibition displaying paintings by former child soldiers and abducted girls from Uganda. Launched in March, the initiative aims to raise awareness about the millions of victims and rally support to combat this modern form of slavery. Proceeds raised from the sale of the some 200 paintings, as well as some of Mr. Bleckner’s own portraits, will benefit children from Gulu in northern Uganda who created the works.

Full article (UN Daily News)

Uganda – Bold action to end human trafficking
13 May 2009 - Addressing the General Assembly’s thematic debate on human trafficking, Mr. Ban spoke of Grace Akallo, a young high school student who dreamed of being the first person from her village to go to university until she was forcibly taken by the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) along with 138 other girls. Mr. Ban said that when Grace told her story to the Security Council last month, he listened with “the heaviest of hearts. ‘My spirit died,’ she said, recounting how she was forced to kill and was repeatedly raped.” The girls were followed into the bush by the school’s headmistress, Sister Rachele, who confronted the rebels, Mr. Ban continued. Instead of leaving after the LRA threatened to kill her in front of the girls, she “faced them down, risking her own safety” and rescued more than 100 girls. 
Full article (UN News Centre)
United States-Canada – No security without human rights: Guantanamo’s child warriors

11 May 2009 - Last week former presidential candidate Senator John McCain referred to the detainees at Guantánamo Bay as “warriors the vast majority of whom are fundamentally committed to the destruction of our way of life” (WSJ Opinion 6 May 2009). It bears remembering that among those “warriors” still detained at Guantánamo – the so-called “worst of the worst” – are five young men detained and transferred in 2002 and 2003 when they were in their mid-teens.  They have for the most part been abandoned by their home governments and forgotten by the rest of the world. It wasn’t always the case. In a 5 September 2002 Dept of Foreign Affairs press release about the case of Omar Khadr, the Canadian government noted that “It is an unfortunate reality that juveniles are too often the victims in military actions and that many groups and countries actively recruit and use them in armed conflicts and in terrorist activities.”  

Full article (Amnesty International Canada Blog)

United States-Canada – Lawyers call for urgent action on juvenile detainees

12 May 2009 - The Bar Council, the Law Society, the Criminal Bar Association, the Commonwealth Lawyers’ Association and the Bar Human Rights Committee have today called on the Attorney General of the United States of America to take urgent action in cases where those detained in Guantánamo Bay were captured as juveniles.  These concerns are set out in a letter sent today to the US Attorney General, Eric Holder. The cases include those of a young Canadian, Omar Khadr, and an Afghan, Mohammed Jawad, both detained without trial by the United States military since 2002, and who have now spent nearly a third of their lives in US detention.  The letter asks the Attorney General to dispose of the cases of Khadr and Jawad – as well as those of other juvenile detainees in Guantánamo - in a manner consistent with American obligations under the Optional Protocol of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
Full article (The Bar Council)

United States-Canada – Repatriate ‘child soldiers’ at Gitmo, UK group urges

13 May 2009 - The continued imprisonment at Guantanamo Bay of former child soldiers - including Canadian Omar Khadr - flouts international law, fives British legal associations said yesterday in a joint letter urging the new U.S. administration to move quickly to deal with their cases. "The lengthy detention, and putting on trial for war crimes, of someone who appears to be a 'child soldier' is contrary to the special protection to which Khadr and [Afghan Mohammed] Jawad are entitled by virtue of the Optional Protocol of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, the groups said in calling for them to be sent home.

Full article (Globe and Mail)

United States – Scouts train to fight terrorists, and more

13 May 2009 - The Explorers program, a coeducational affiliate of the 

 HYPERLINK "http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/organizations/b/boy_scouts/index.html?inline=nyt-org" \o "More articles about Boy Scouts" Boy Scouts of America that began 60 years ago, is training thousands of young people in skills used to confront terrorism, illegal immigration and escalating border violence — an intense ratcheting up of one of the group’s longtime missions to prepare youths for more traditional jobs as police officers and firefighters. The training, which leaders say is not intended to be applied outside the simulated Explorer setting, can involve chasing down illegal border crossers as well as more dangerous situations that include facing down terrorists and taking out “active shooters,” like those who bring gunfire and death to college campuses. The law enforcement posts are restricted to those ages 14 to 21 who have a C average, but there seems to be some wiggle room. “I will take them at 13 and a half,” Deputy Lowenthal said. 
Full article (New York Times)

United States – Obama, Cheney face off over Guantanamo

21 May 2009 – Closing notorious detention centre for terror suspects will make America safer, Obama argues. President Barack Obama sought today to quell a domestic backlash against his efforts to close the internationally condemned U.S. prison at Guantanamo Bay and roll back some of the most divisive Bush-era anti-terrorism policies. Obama made his case in a much-anticipated speech a day after the U.S. Senate, controlled by fellow Democrats, handed him a stinging setback by blocking funds to shutter the prison until he presents a detailed plan on what to do with the 240 terrorism suspects held there.

Full article (Toronto Star)[image: image1]
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