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Arrest warrant against Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir

The International Criminal Court has issued a warrant of arrest against President Omar al-Bashir, listing 7 counts on the basis of his individual criminal responsibility: five counts of crimes against humanity and two counts of war crimes. 

 Full article (ICC)
Reactions to arrest warrant against Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir are mixed

Initial reaction to the arrest warrant against Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir has been mixed, with human rights groups hailing the decision and Sudan's supporters calling it dangerous. 

Both Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch say the decision by the International Criminal Court is an important signal that even the powerful may be held accountable for war crimes. The Save Darfur Coalition says the warrant increases the international pressure on Mr. Bashir and presents an opportunity to negotiate peace in Darfur. In Moscow, however, the Russian Foreign Ministry says the court's decision could destabilize the situation within Sudan. In addition to the tensions over Darfur, Sudan's semi-autonomous southern region has accused the government of failing to carry out a 2005 peace deal that ended the country's north-south civil war. Egypt has also criticized the ICC's decision. Reuters news agency reports Egypt is calling on the United Nations Security Council to hold an urgent meeting and use its power to postpone the warrant.
Full article (Save Darfur Coalition)

Failed opportunity to enforce justice
"Egypt and other members of the League of Arab States should not shield President al-Bashir from international justice", said Irene Khan, Amnesty International's Secretary General. “His presence in Egypt today should have been an opportunity to enforce the arrest warrant issued by the International Criminal Court.”  "By declaring that President al-Bashir has immunity from the arrest warrant for war crimes and crimes against humanity, the Arab League has undermined international law which provides no such immunity for anyone, even a serving head of state, for such grave crimes.
Full article (Amnesty International)
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News updates and Publications
Special Representative of the Secretary-General for children in armed conflict at the Human Rights Council 

“Children are no longer regarded as the property of parents or the passive recipients of charity or goodwill, but as rights-holders,” UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Navi Pillay told a meeting of the Human Rights Council focusing on the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict noted that young people pay a heavy price in situations of conflict, where they are victims of attacks against schools, and are abducted and forced to serve as combatants, sex slaves or servants. More than 250,000 children are estimated to have been recruited as soldiers. 

Full article (UN News Centre)
Cairo Institute for Human Rights Studies statement on civilian protection in armed conflicts

2 March 2009 - A written statement submitted by The Cairo Institute for Human Rights Studies (CIHRS), a non-governmental organization in special consultative status, to the Human Rights Council tenth session entitled Accountability and Civilian Protection within armed conflicts of the middle east. The statement mentions parties in conflicts in Iraq, the occupied Palestinian territories, the Darfur region and the Sa’dah region of Yemen. As of February 6, 2009, 14 Israelis have been killed during the conflict on the Gaza Strip. Figures compiled by the Palestinian Ministry of Health shows that, some 1,300 Palestinians were killed including 900 civilians, of whom 410 were children.
Full article (Cairo Institute for Human Rights Studies)

Louise Arbour selected as next President of Crisis Group

12 March 2009 - The Co-Chairs of the Board of the International Crisis Group, Lord Patten of Barnes and Ambassador Thomas R. Pickering, are very pleased to announce that the Honourable Louise Arbour has been selected to be the organisation’s next President and CEO. She will be formally confirmed by Crisis Group’s Board of Trustees at its meeting in Washington DC in April 2009 and take up the position in July.
Media release
U.N. Commission examines situation of young women and girls in armed conflict

12 March 2009 - To be a teenager and female is bad enough in the midst of a war zone, but it is often little better when the guns fall silent. Caught in a sort of limbo between childhood and adulthood, when it comes to peace and reconciliation, former girl combatants are often treated as invisible, advocates say. "The most complex challenges faced by young women and girls are often encountered in the reintegration phase, a phase which has the least amount of funding and is socially very complex," says Stephanie Ziebell, a former analyst on governance, peace and security issues at the U.N. Fund for Women.
Full article (Inter Press Service)
New ‘edutainment’ website contains file on child soldiers

 The site (www.CyberDodo.com) is aimed at raising awareness and generating knowledge about the Convention on the rights of the child and the rights enshrined in it, as well as global environmental issues. It offers multimedia content, including 10 hours of cartoons, games and files, and is complemented by a book publication, or “Edupack,” available to schools and those without Internet access. It contains a file on child soldiers and is currently available in English, Arabic, French and Spanish. 

Research Paper on Girls in Fighting Forces: Moving beyond victimhood
2 March 2009 - Drawing upon the findings of three studies funded by CIDA’s Child Protection Research Fund, this paper traces the perspectives and experiences of girls as victims, participants, and resisters of violence and armed conflict in Angola, Sierra Leone, Mozambique and Northern Uganda.
Full article (Development Gateway Communities)
Guide to assist journalists in promoting children’s human rights and equality

The Children’s Rights Alliance for England has published "Another perspective, a guide to assist journalists in promoting children’s human rights and equality". Endorsed by the National Union of Journalists and funded by the Equality and Human Rights Commission, the guide mentions the Optional Protocol on children in armed conflict. Another perspective looks at the powerful and far-reaching role journalists and editors can play in promoting children’s human rights, and in ensuring that children’s voices and experiences are fully reflected in the media.

Full article (CRIN)
Resources to Support Youth Engagement in UN SC Resolution 1612
Children/Youth as Peacebuilders (CAP) recently completed a project to support youth engagement and public education on UN Security Council Resolution 1612. With the assistance of the Human Rights and Participation Division, CIDA, CAP supported young people in Colombia and Northern Uganda to design and implement a variety of public education activities to raise awareness and understanding of 1612.  This included skits, art projects, street theatre, school debates, rap, demonstrations – their enthusiasm and imagination were endless.  This project and work also proved to be an effective tool for education work on children’s rights and the introduction of basic concepts and principles of human rights. CAP has produced a website and small publication to support the continuation of this work in other conflict situations. Contact: Linda Dale, CAP Director (ldale@web.ca)
Website available 

Call on the UN General Assembly to prioritize education for children affected by conflict 

18 march 2009 - Millions of children who cannot attend school because they live in areas affected by conflict or natural disasters will be in the spotlight today, as the United Nations General Assembly begins a formal debate on the importance of education in emergencies. "The number of emergencies worldwide is increasing, from today's conflicts in Sri Lanka and Gaza to the recent natural disasters in Bangladesh and Myanmar, leading to an alarming number of children missing school," said Philip Abraham, Executive Director Save the Children New Zealand. "Every year an average of 750,000 children have their education disrupted or miss out entirely on education due to humanitarian disasters. Over half of the 75 million children out of school worldwide, 40 million children, live in areas affected by conflict”. 

Full Article - ReliefWeb

Security Council Report on children in armed conflict in april

The Council will discuss children and armed conflict in an open debate on 29 April. The foreign minister of Mexico, Patricia Espinoza, is expected to preside. Members will focus on the Secretary-General’s progress report on the implementation of resolution 1612, which in 2005 established the monitoring and reporting mechanism and set up the Working Group on Children and Armed Conflict. A presidential statement is a likely outcome of the debate with possibly a commitment to start work on a new resolution for later in the year. Security Council Report will publish its second Cross-Cutting Report on Children and Armed Conflict in April in preparation for the debate.
Full article (Security Council Report)
Guide to child rights mechanisms

26 March 2009 - The purpose of this guide is to help readers understand the ‘mechanisms’ working on child rights, such as different parts of the United Nations, or regional bodies like the African Union. This is the PDF version of the online mechanisms guide CRIN has developed - part of a broader legal guide that also includes a database on international, regional and national laws relating to child rights. The guide is not exhaustive, or perfect, and will be updated as new developments unravel, and changes are made to existing mechanisms.
Full article (CRIN)
Youth-friendly version of the OPCAC now available

March 30, 2009 - A youth-friendly version of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict is now available in English, French, and Cree. 
Available on the CIDA Child Protection Discussion Extranet (Must be a registered member to access) 
Growing Up Naked: The Untold Stories of Children at War                    In Liberia the civil conflict that lasted for a little over a decade not only tore down the country and broke families apart, it destroyed the lives of thousands of children and left them with wounds deeper than the physical eye can see. Like most of the African continent and elsewhere in some parts of the world, little boys and girls were taught to be killers. In Growing Up Naked: The Untold Stories of Children at War, McAnthony Keah recreates the events and captures the story of the inner pain of child soldiers. Using fictional characters, he brings together the victims (child soldiers), the researcher (Canadian student) and the world (conference participants) to explain what it means for the children and the implications for the world. More information available  
Calls to action

Young Guantanamo detainee in failing health

12 March 2009 - Amnesty International is seriously concerned for the health and well-being of Guantánamo detainee Muhammed Khan Tumani. His lawyers have observed a marked deterioration in his mental health which they attribute to his alleged ill-treatment since he was seized seven years ago in Pakistan, as well as the conditions of isolation in which he is currently held at the US Naval Base in Guantánamo Bay, Cuba. Muhammed Khan Tumani has been in US custody since he was 17 years old. Urgent action is needed. 

More information available (Amnesty International)
Still held at Guantanamo after being taken into custody at age 14

20 March 2009 - More than two months after a US federal judge ordered that Chadian national Mohammed el Gharani be released from the US detention facility at Guantánamo Bay in Cuba, he is still held there. Taken into custody when he was a 14-year-old child, he has spent nearly a third of his life in US military custody. On 3 March 2009, Mohammed el Gharani’s lawyer filed a motion in the US District Court seeking to have the judge’s order enforced. In a court filing two weeks later, the US Justice Department opposed the motion. It revealed that the US administration had decided not to appeal the release order to the US Court of Appeals. It said that Mohammed el Gharani had been moved from the harsh conditions of Camp 5 to the lower security Camp Iguana on 18 March 2009, and that the USA was engaging in diplomatic efforts to arrange for his “ultimate transfer” from the base. 

More information available (Amnesty International)

Conferences
UNICEF J8 Junior 8 Summit Competition

Have a chance to tell G8 leaders at the G8 Summit in July 2009 how to change the world for the better. To have a chance to represent Canada, you must enter as a team of four students, between the ages of 14 and 17 and show an understanding of and a commitment to global issues in your community. Deadline for entries is 17 April 2009. 

More information available
Event: Are we failing conflict- affected youth? 

3 March 2009 – The Washington Network of children in armed conflict organized an event on the the improvement of the well-being of conflict-affected youth. To open the presentations, Felix Unogwu of Search for Common Ground silenced the crowd of over 50 attendees as each reflected on the stories of three conflict-affected young people. Though each demonstrated a sense hope, the comments of one young man from Liberia clearly illustrated the motivation for the event. 

Full article (Children, youth and economic strengthening)  
Sci Fi Channel and U.N. representatives address topics such as child soldiers

15 March 2009 - For the United Nations, the event represents the second effort of its Creative Community Outreach Initiative. A gathering at the United Nations headquarters on Tuesday will address topics familiar to the international body: child soldiers, terrorism, human rights and religious extremism. Attendees will represent several nations, and one abandoned planet: Caprica. The Sci Fi Channel series “Battlestar Galactica” will be the subject of a panel discussion involving the creators of the show, two of its stars, Mary McDonnell and Edward James Olmos, and representatives from the United Nations’ offices of the secretary general and high commissioner for human rights.

Full article (New York Times)

East Africa Network for Peace Builders building consortium

The East Africa Network for Peace Builders is inviting all the peace builders and promoters, advocates, campaigners, etc to really support our campaigns for building the consortium for Culture of Peace and Tolerance Education in East Africa, where we hope to link up all our efforts and resources that will enable us to have dialogues with the East African Governments to realise the need of incorporating the culture of peace and tolerance education in their education curriculas' both formal and informal. Our first phase is to meet organisations in Rwanda where we hope to arrive on 1st April 2009 in capital Kigali, then proceed to Bujumbura, Burundi, back to Uganda, launch to Nairobi, Kenya and Dar es salaam, Tanzania. All are welcome, though in the countries we are having in the phase in the East Africa Community, could contact us that we organise programs of linking up with you. All cooperation rendered in this Community is highly appreciated.

More information available 

Lancement du Rapport canadien sur le développement 2009 à Montréal
L’Institut Nord-Sud vous invite au lancement à Montréal de la 11ème édition de son Rapport canadien sur le développement – Le financement du développement en temps de crise mondiale. Le panel abordera les divers enjeux du financement du développement tels que l’évolution du contexte de partenariat lié à l’aide, l’impact de la crise financière sur les nations les plus pauvres, les nouveaux moyens de financer le développement, et la mobilisation des ressources nationales. Ce forum public sera l’occasion de discuter du Rapport canadien sur le développement de 2009 ainsi que de l’approche du Canada envers le développement en période de crise financière. Jeudi le 9 avril 2009, Université de Québec à Montréal, DR 200- 1430, rue Saint-Denis, Montréal, de 18h00 à 21h00. Confirmez votre présence au plus tard le 7 avril au events@nsi-ins.ca.

Panel discussion ‘Schooling in post-conflict societies: The role of human rights’

A panel presentation and discussion on "Schooling in Post-Conflict Societies: The Role of Human Rights" will take place at Harvard's Kennedy School of Government on Thursday, April 9th from 11:30 – 1:00. This event is co-sponsored by the Harvard Graduate School of Education. Human rights education practitioners working in South Africa, Latin America, and the Balkans will present curricular policies in post-conflict societies and critically assess their potential for contributing to healing, reconciliation and the development of democratic societies. This event is free and open to the public. Panelists include: André Keet, University of Fort Hare; former Deputy CEO of South African Human Rights Commission; Natasha Djuricic, Civic Initiatives, Serbia; Ana María Rodino, Inter-American Institute for Human Rights; Elena Ippoliti, Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (tbc); Felisa Tibbitts (moderator), Carr Center Fellow/Executive Director of HREA.
More information available
Child soldiers: A gender perspective

The Society for International Development is pleased to invite you to a discussion on Child soldiers: a gender perspective at the St-Brigid’s Centre for the Arts and Humanities, 314 St. Patrick Street (at Cumberland) on April 7, 2009 from 7:00-8:30 with Kathy Cook and Richard Mclure. The discussion will provide the opportunity for dialogue with the speakers on a diversity of issues relating to child soldiers. Please RSVP to rsvp@sidottawa.ca no later than April 6th, 2009.
Courses and Training sessions

École d’été sur les operations de paix

Pour une troisième année consécutive, le Réseau francophone de recherche sur les opérations de paix (ROP) et le Centre d’études et de recherches internationales de l’Université de Montréal (CÉRIUM) organisent l’École d’été sur les Opérations de paix, qui aura lieu à Montréal du 6 au 12 juillet prochain. Des experts internationaux feront le point sur le déroulement des opérations de paix contemporaines, leurs transformations et le rôle des acteurs qui y participent. Cette formation, qui peut être suivie en français ou en anglais, est destinée aux membres d’ONG, agents de la fonction publique, diplomates,journalistes,cadres d’entreprises, étudiants au baccalauréat et à la maîtrise, citoyens en général intéressés par ces enjeux internationaux.

Plus d'informations
Vacancies

Directeur de pays chez CARE Canada
CARE Canada (CC) est à la recherche d’un directeur de pays (DP). Le directeur de pays a la

responsabilité générale de la gestion efficace du Bureau de pays de CARE selon la mission, la

vision et les valeurs fondamentales de CARE Canada. Les fonctions du poste incluent la direction

et la responsabilité générale du rendement du Bureau de pays. 
Information disponible 
Trust funding assistant with War Child

War Child is looking to recruit a Trust Fundraising Assistant to work as part of the programmes team in order to research and secure via written proposals and budgets funding from large, small and medium scale trusts and foundations for War Child’s programmes in Afghanistan, Democratic Republic of Congo, Iraq and northern Uganda. Closing date is 23 March, 2009. Email cover letter and CV to Julia Parke Julia@warchild.org.uk. 

Chargé de projet sur la traite d’enfants 
Le Bureau international des droits des enfants (IBCR) est à la recherche d'un(e) Chargé(e) de

projet pour un contrat déterminé du 30 mars jusqu’au 1 avril 2010 afin de finaliser une formation

sur la traite d’enfants. Les candidat(e)s intéressé(e)s sont prié(e)s de faire parvenir leur dossier le plus tôt possible et au plus tard le 22 Mars 2009. Des candidatures soumises après cette date pourraient exceptionnellement être considérées. Par ailleurs, seul(e)s les candidat(e)s retenus pour une entrevue seront contacté(e)s. Veuillez envoyer votre dossier à M. Luc Ouimet, Directeur administratif de l’IBCR, par courriel au l.ouimet@ibcr.org ou par télécopieur à +1.514.932.9453. 

Programmes assistant with War Child

Reporting to the Deputy Programmes Director. Responsibilities include providing support to Programme Development Grants Coordinators. Closing date is 16 March, 2009. CVs and covering letters should be sent to Katrina@warchild.org.uk.
______________________________________________________________________________
Canada – 219 cas d’agressions sexuelles sur de jeunes militaires

Une enquête de la police militaire révèle 219 cas d'agressions sexuelles commises sur de jeunes militaires, dont des cadets, par des membres plus âgés des Forces canadiennes. L'armée devrait donc accentuer sa supervision des installations d'entraînement, estime la police. Selon des représentants de l'unité des renseignements criminels, la moitié des cas d'agressions sexuelles rapportés concernent des jeunes. Tel est le constat d’un rapport préliminaire de 15 pages obtenu par La Presse canadienne, rédigé dans le cadre du programme de renseignements criminels de la police militaire pour la période allant de 2004 à juin 2008. L’âge moyen des agresseurs militaries et civils se situait entre 27 et 31 ans, tandis que les victims étaient âgées dans certains cas d’à peine 12 ans. 
Lire l'article (Radio-Canada)

Canada – Hausse du nombre de demandeurs d’asile issu des pays de guerre

24 Mars 2009 - Les conflits armés ont fait grimper le nombre de demandeurs d'asile dans les pays industrialisés en 2008, a rapporté mardi le Haut-Commissariat des Nations unies pour les réfugiés (HCR). « La hausse peut être attribuée en partie au nombre plus élevé de demandes d'asile de ressortissants de l'Afghanistan, de la Somalie et d'autres pays connaissant des troubles ou un conflit », a souligné le HCR par voie de communiqué.

Lire l'article (Radio-Canada) 
Chad – ‘Impunity and lawlessness: the cancer of Chad’
16 March 2009 - A visit to the arid dangerous border with Darfur reveals desperate refugees seeking shelter in a land imploding under its own poverty, misgovernment and inter-tribal fighting. An Oxfam report warned that "on a daily basis [displaced people], refugees and civilians face rape, physical attack, beatings while working in the fields, robberies in camps and sites and the theft of livestock". Children also face recruitment into military or rebel groups. The biggest issue is lawlessness, with bandits unlikely to face justice – stolen aid vehicles are openly driven around on both sides of the border.
Full article (The Guardian)
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) – Call for release of child soldiers
3 March 2009 – UNICEF Deputy Executive Director Hilde F. Johnson has urged armed groups in the Democratic Republic of the Congo to release all children associated with the conflict. “The recent developments in eastern DRC provide an unprecedented opportunity to free all children from armed groups,” said Ms. Johnson. “Not one child should be integrated into the Congolese armed forces or police units in the process. We call for a clear timetable for the voluntary release of all children.” 

Full article (UNICEF)

DRC – UN helps demobilize 880 children linked to armed groups in DR Congo

4 March 2009 – The United Nations peacekeeping mission in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) has demobilized 880 children associated with armed groups in the volatile eastern province of North Kivu between 30 January and 2 March, it was announced today. Madnodje Mounoubai, spokesperson for the mission, known by its French acronym MONUC, told a news conference in Kinshasa that the great majority of the 839 boys and 41 girls are Congolese, but there are also 31 Rwandans, two Burundians and two Ugandans. 

Full article (UN News Centre)

RDC – Un organe des droit humains condamne les atteintes aux droits des enfants

5 Mars 2009 - Le gouvernement de la RDC devrait d'urgence mettre en œuvre les nouvelles recommandations du Comité des droits de l'enfant des Nations Unies pour protéger les enfants contre les violences et les abus, ont déclaré aujourd'hui Human Rights Watch et la Coalition d'organisations non gouvernementales congolaises des droits de l'enfant (CODE).En effet, dans ses observations finales sur la situation des droits des enfants au Congo, publiées le 30 janvier, l'organe de l'ONU s'est dit profondément préoccupé par le fait que le gouvernement congolais, au travers de ses forces armées, porte une « responsabilité directe de violations » et que le gouvernement n'a pas protégé les enfants contre les violations de leurs droits commises par des groupes armés non étatiques.
Lire l'article (CRIN)
DRC – Former child soldiers witnesses in the Lubanga trial

6 March 2009 – Testimony from former child soldiers reveals that they were subjected to brutal training and indoctrination that included shaving their heads with broken glass. Another said he had to shoot or he would be shot. One former child soldier stated that commanders in defendant Thomas Lubanga’s militia ordered the recruits to rape. 

Full articles (Open Society Justice Initiative) 
Similar article - Child Soldiers Recount First Killings – Institute for war and peace reporting
DRC – One man’s quest to stem the tide of child soldiers

10 March 2009 - In this edition of Crossroads, Laura Angela Bagnetto reports from The Hague where she met Congolese activist Bukeni Waruzi. He gives a personal account of how he rehabilitated 316 soldiers and helped his own community in Uvira, South Kivu through community outreach and video.
Video available (Radio France) 

DRC – Esperance Wineza, ‘I got married to an FDLR captain when I turned 15’

16 March 2009 - Only 17, Esperance Wineza, a refugee from Rwanda, is expecting her second chid. Wineza has been married to a Forces Démocratiques pour la Libération du Rwanda (FDLR) militia captain for two years. Some FDLR militias participated in the 1994 Rwandan genocide, and it has been blamed for rights abuses in the eastern Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC).  A recently concluded anti-FDLR army operation by Rwanda and DRC provided an opportunity for many Rwandan refugees, such as Wineza, to return home. At least 800 civilians and ex-combatants were repatriated two weeks into the operation compared with about 40 per month in 2008, according to the UN Mission in the DRC.
Full article (IRIN News)
DRC – The Ntaganda controversy in the use of child soldiers
16 March 2009 - Bosco Ntaganda's days of freedom in the Democratic Republic of Congo, DRC, may be numbered if President Joseph Kabila responds to international pressure that the militia leader be arrested. That pressure is steadily increasing as testimony of former child soldiers continues to point to Ntaganda's key role in the militia of Thomas Lubanga, currently being tried by the International Criminal Court in The Hague. Lubanga has been on trial since late January and has been accused of conscripting and using child soldiers in his militia in 2002 and 2003. Ntaganda, who was indicted by the ICC in August 2008 for similar crimes, has repeatedly been named by child soldiers testifying before the court in the Lubanga trial. Yet, Ntaganda remains free in eastern DRC.
Full article (Institute for War and Peace reporting)
DRC – Congo withdrawal sparks panic
17 March 2009 - The Ugandan army’s sudden withdrawal from the Democratic Republic of Congo, DRC, after three months of a futile effort to capture rebel leader Joseph Kony and his Lord’s Resistance Army, LRA, has caused panic across northern Uganda. Many in northern Uganda who have been enjoying more than two years of peace after two decades of war, fear that the Ugandan military’s failure to capture Kony has opened the door for his army’s return. “The news alone is throwing the region into panic,” said Peter Odok Ochieng, the chairman of Pader district, which for two decades was controlled by rebels. The Ugandan retreat is taking place too quickly, he said.
Full article (Institute for War and Peace Reporting)
España – Los niños y niñas soldado y el derecho de asilo
La Coalición Española para Acabar con la Utilización de Niños y Niñas Soldado1 convocó el pasado 11 de febrero a la jornada titulada: “Los niños y niñas soldado y el derecho de asilo”, con el objetivo de profundizar en el  conocimiento del tratamiento de los niños y niñas ex soldado en el sistema de asilo español. En la jornada se puso de manifiesto que los niños y niñas ex soldado que llegan a España no cuentan con el adecuado acceso al derecho de asilo, debido, entre otros factores, a que las autoridades carecen de mecanismos y/o personal cualificado para la identificación de estos menores. Este hecho, tal como se señaló en el desarrollo del acto, es causa del aumento de la vulnerabilidad de estos niños y niñas, que pueden llegar a ser devueltos a sus países por desconocimiento, y volver a ser reclutados, perseguidos o incluso asesinados.

Reseñas (IECAH)

Georgia – Photo exhibition of conflict affected children’s photos

TBILISI, 26 March 2009 - A UNICEF supported photo-exhibition of children from Gori and nearby villages opened today at the Cinema Hall Amirani. The photos reflect children’s emotions and their attitude towards the damage caused by the August war in Georgia. “The pictures presented at this exhibition are amazing and well reflect the pain and sorrow these talented young photographers experienced during the conflict days and afterwards,” said Giovanna Barberis, UNICEF Representative in Georgia. “Most of these children may not become professional photographers but the skills gained and the sense of self-confidence acquired during the photo workshop will somehow influence their lives,” Barberis added.  

Full article (UNICEF Press centre)
Israel/oPt – Doctors struggling to treat Gaza war wounded

5 March 2009 - Some 2,315 (43 percent) of the injured were wounded by shrapnel, and spinal cord injuries are common, according to the health ministry. Hospital staff told IRIN they were struggling to provide medical care with intermittent electricity supplies and shortages of items like wheelchairs and medication as well as the more sophisticated equipment needed for patients with paralysis. Thousands of war wounded in Gaza, including 785 women and 1,815 children, will require long-term care, according to health ministry official Samir Radi. 
Full article (IRIN News)
Israel/oPt – Activists visit Gaza to witness aftermath of war

 9 March 2009 - They are organic farmers, art gallery owners, writers and activists - regular people. And this week they are doing what Foreign Minister Lawrence Cannon would not do on his trip to the Middle East last week: They're visiting the war-ravaged Hamas-controlled Gaza Strip. They listened to the stories of the women, some of whose children were killed in the war. Over the next few days they will visit refugee camps and neighbourhoods levelled by Israeli shells and artillery. They saw a lot of sadness on the faces of the children. 

Full article (Globe and mail)
Israel/oPt – Children need more support in Gaza

9 March 2009 – During her visit to Israel and the occupied Palestinian territory, Executive Director of UNICEF, Ann M. Veneman speaks about her focus on the impact of the conflict on children and how UNICEF remains concerned about children’s health and nutrition, education standards, and their psychosocial well-being and mental health.   

Full article (IRIN)

Similar article - Executive Director visits Israel and Occupied Palestinian Territory - UNICEF
Israel/oPt – Field update states the need for support to children remains priority

In its latest situation report covering the period 2-9 March, OCHA says that the overall humanitarian situation in Gaza remains unchanged, with little improvement in the types and quantities of materials being held up or delayed, although 729 trucks were allowed to enter this week, compared to 587 in the previous week. The need for psychological support to school children also remains a priority. 
Full article (OCHA)
Israel/oPt - Cairo seminar on Palestinian assistance assesses urgent needs in Gaza Strip 

11 March 2009 – Opening the session, the Chairman of the meeting, Angel Dalmau Fernandez of Cuba, highlighted the issues of restoring basic services, providing shelter, launching reconstruction, giving Gaza's children a future, ending Gaza's isolation, restarting the economy and supporting the Palestinian National Early Recovery and Reconstruction Plan for Gaza among the items that required attention. Patricia McPhillips, Special Representative of the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) for the Occupied Palestinian Territory, Jerusalem, said that 56 per cent of the population in Gaza was below 18 years old. Thus, what had happened in Gaza between 27 December and 18 January and what was happening today, had happened to a population made up primarily of children. During the 22 days of conflict, children had accounted for roughly a third of the casualties; 431 children had been killed and 1,872 had been injured. Many children had witnessed the deaths of caregivers, siblings and friends, which caused extreme psychological trauma. The fact that all border crossings had been virtually sealed meant that children and their families had nowhere to run to, had no refuge from the violence.

Full Article - ReliefWeb

Israel/oPt – Child Rights Situation Analysis: Right to Protection

17 March 2009 - This situation analysis provides an overview of the extent to which Palestinian children living in the occupied Palestinian territory in 2008 enjoy their rights to protection, as enshrined in international child rights standards. The scope of the analysis is not comprehensive, rather it focuses on the level of protection available to three particular target groups of children living in the oPt, in terms of laws, policies, mechanisms and practices. The target groups in question are children vulnerable to violence, neglect, abuse and exploitation in their homes and communities; children in conflict with the law under Palestinian Authority (PA) jurisdiction and children detained by Israel under its military order system.

Full Situation Analysis – Defence for Children International and Save the Children

Israel/oPt – Investigation uncovers evidence of alleged Israeli war crimes in Gaza 
24 March 2009 - The Guardian has compiled detailed evidence of alleged war crimes committed by Israel during the 23-day offensive in the Gaza Strip earlier this year, involving the use of Palestinian children as human shields and the targeting of medics and hospitals. A month-long investigation also obtained evidence of civilians being hit by fire from unmanned drone aircraft said to be so accurate that their operators can tell the colour of the clothes worn by a target. The testimonies form the basis of three Guardian films which add weight to calls this week for a full inquiry into the events surrounding Operation Cast Lead, which was aimed at Hamas but left about 1,400 Palestinians dead, including more than 300 children.

Full article (The Guardian)
Similar article - UN report says Israel used boy as human shield - CRIN
Israel/oPt – Gaza : le bilan des victimes palestiniennes
27 mars 2009 - L’armée israélienne a publié jeudi 26 mars son propre bilan des victimes palestiniennes de l’offensive contre le Hamas à Gaza, conduite du 27 décembre au 17 janvier. Nul ne s’étonnera que ce bilan (publié une semaine après le début d’une controverse sur le comportement de certains soldats pendant les combats) diverge considérablement des chiffres palestiniens. Selon le Département recherche de l’armée, 1166 Palestiniens ont été tués dans les combats. Une écrasante majorité (709 ) appartiennent, selon ce service, à la branche armée du Hamas (” Hamas terror operatives”). Le nombre de civils tués s’élève à 295, dont 89 âgés de moins de 16 ans et 49 femmes. Le Palestinian Center for Human Rights (PCHR) a vivement critiqué ces chiffres en rappelant les siens : 1 417 tués, dont 926 civils (313 enfants et 116 femmes) 255 policiers non comptabilisés comme combattants , 236 combattants, soit 16,7% des tués. L’organisation israélienne de défense des droits de l’homme B’tselem publiera prochainement ses chiffres.

Lire l'article (Le Monde)
Liberia – Book by forum member provides insight on children affected by conflict

In Growing Up Naked: The Untold Stories of Children at War,  the author, McAnthony Keah recreates the events and captures the story of the inner pain of child soldiers in Liberia. Using fictional characters, he brings together the victims (child soldiers), the researcher (Canadian student) and the world (conference participants) to explain their meaning and implications for not only the children but also for the world. 
Copy available (Publish America)
Sierra Leone – Youth unemployment may derail stability

FREETOWN, 3 March 2009 - Most of the youths in Koidu were combatants in the 1991-2002 civil war, according to local youth councillor Tamba Kakarnbanja. With 60 percent of Sierra Leonean youths unemployed according to the government – one of the highest rates in the world – some youth employment experts fear young people’s growing disaffection combined with chronic poverty and high cost of living pose a threat to stability. 
Full article (IRIN News)
Sri Lanka – Many dead in Sri Lanka says UN

6 March 2009 - The UN's US-based Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) says civilians continue to lose their lives within the war zone. It says that they are also being killed in the no-fire area which has been hit by artillery attacks. The government says the UN's figures are "irresponsible and sensationalist". But UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has strongly deplored the mounting civilian death toll - which he said included children - and appealed to both the army and Tamil Tiger rebels to suspend hostilities to allow time for civilians to safely leave the conflict zone.

Full article (BBC News)

Sri Lanka – Children paying a heavy price in conflict

6 March 2009 – Children caught in the intensified conflict in the north of the country are paying a severe price in death and injury and being traumatised, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon and UNICEF have warned. UNICEF also raised the concerns about LTTE recruitment of underage children. “The conflict has further left more than 60,000 children of primary school age out of the education system. Many of the children have been displaced up to 12 times over the past year and have been living in bunkers and trenches for weeks on end.”
Full article (IRIN)

Similar article - Thousands Caught in Sri Lanka Conflict – (OCHA)
Sri Lanka – UN denounces misuse of food destined for children 

COLOMBO, 12 March 2009 - The UN has deplored the diversion of high-energy therapeutic food supplies intended for severely malnourished children to Liberation Tigers of Tamils Eelam (LTTE) fighters in combat zones in Sri Lanka’s north. A statement released on 11 March by the UN country office in Sri Lanka said that BP-100 high-energy biscuits found in the possession of a dead Tamil Tiger came from supplies targeted at severely malnourished children. 
Full article (IRIN)
Sri Lanka – Children being killed

18 March 2009 –The conflict in Sri Lanka has killed hundreds of children and left many more injured, the United Nations' children's agency, Unicef, has said. 

Moreover, thousands of children are at risk because of "a critical lack of food, water and medicines", the agency says. In the latest fighting, the army said it had killed at least 18 Tamil Tigers, while the pro-rebel TamilNet website said that 52 civilians had been killed in army shelling in the "safe zone". 

Full article (BBC News)
Sri Lanka – Thousands flee conflict-hit north

24 March 2009 - On 21 March alone, more than 1,100 civilians fled, many of them children, according to the ministry, despite heavy artillery and mortar fire in the area. On 22 March, another 890 escaped fighting overland in the same area. Gordon Weiss, the UN spokesman in Sri Lanka, told IRIN the civilians fleeing heavy fighting had poured into the 14km no-fire zone along the coast at the eastern edge of the combat zone. "Most civilians have been there for about six weeks now, living shoulder-to-shoulder," he said. "Conditions are dangerously squalid, with very limited food, medical help, or clean water, and shells falling among packed shelters. The LTTE are also recruiting civilians by force, including young children," he added. 
Full article (IRIN News) 
Sudan – A million face starvation as Sudan shuts down

6 March 2009 - Government officials began making telephone calls on Wednesday, seconds after the International Criminal Court (ICC) announced that it had issued a warrant for the arrest of President al-Bashir. They told aid agencies that their licences to operate were being revoked for passing information to ICC investigators. The African Union said yesterday that it was sending a delegation to the UN to urge the Security Council to defer the arrest warrant, fearing that it could provoke more turmoil and wreck the fragile North-South peace process in Sudan. The Sudanese representative in the African Union called on African states to withdraw from the ICC in protest. 

Full article (The Times)

Sudan – Aid agencies react to expulsions

6 March 2009 - Save the Children said the decision by Sudanese authorities to suspend its operations would affect 50,000 children in Khartoum and the northeast. Many of these children, said Ken Caldwell, director of international operations, were living in camps, having been forced to flee their homes by the ongoing conflict. 
Full article (IRIN News)
Sudan – Aid groups on alert after NGO ousted from Darfur

10 March 2009 - Aid agencies in eastern Chad are bracing for a possible influx of men, women and children from Darfur after the Sudanese government expelled NGOs providing water, food and health care to millions of people. As of 10 March there were no reports of displaced Sudanese crossing into Chad, aid officials said. But aid workers in Darfur told IRIN once supplies run out in camps people are likely to move. 
Full article (IRIN)
Sudan – Short film tells story of children caught in crossfire in Sudan

Part of the Montreal Human Rights Film Festival 2009, A Different Kind of Gun tells the harrowing story of children caught in the crossfire of Sudan's two wars. Told in children's voices and filmed, in part, by their own eyes, A Different Kind of Gun takes us into the hearts of the country's youngest generation, who will decide one day whether to avenge their families deaths or to forgive them. Though scarred by the horror they have seen, children study for the first time in makeshift schools, which they hope will be the weapons that one day bring them peace.

More information 
Sudan – President calls for all international aid groups to leave within one year

16 March 2009 - The top United Nations humanitarian official said he has been “taken by surprise” over media reports today that Sudanese President Omar Al-Bashir has called for all international aid groups to leave the vast African nation within one year. The reports come less than two weeks after Sudan ordered the expulsion of 13 major international aid organizations, which assist nearly 5 million people in the war-torn Darfur region. 

Full article (UN News Centre)

Article similaire - Exit les ONG étrangères – Radio-Canada

Sudan – Camps in Darfur struggle with aid groups’ exit

17 March 2009 - Tens of thousands of children are in limbo because groups that ran their schools and activity centers have padlocked the facilities. "I'm missing school very much," said Sabri Mohammed, 7, clutching a deflated red soccer ball.
Full article (Los Angeles Times)
Uganda – Former rebel re-settles child soldiers

9 March 2009 - GRACE Arach has seen tough times - abducted by rebels, raped, coerced into marriage, forced to kill, until she said: "Enough is enough." The 23-year-old escaped from the captivity of the Lord's Resistance Army, a rebel group that has abducted, massacred and maimed people in northern Uganda for 20 years. Through Children / Youth Peace Builders (CAP), a local advocacy community organisation, Arach is teaching her community how to treat the former child abductees, help the reintergrate into society and learn their responsibility towards the community. With a team of 90 youth, she has trained former child soldiers in vocational skills to generate income and also learn how to live in society positively.

Full article (All Africa)

Uganda – Film of real life World champion boxer who was once a child soldier

This is the story of World Champion boxer, Kassim “The Dream” Ouma – born in Uganda, kidnapped by the rebel army and trained to be a child soldier at the age of 6. After 12 years of warfare, Kassim defected from Africa and arrived in the United States. Homeless and culture shocked, he quickly rose through the boxing ranks and became Junior Middleweight Champion of the World. The Kassim the Dream DVD is coming soon. 
More information available
United States-Canada – Gitmo terror trials proceed despite Obama’s freeze order 

10 March 2009 - The chief judge in the Guantanamo court, Army Colonel Stephen Henley, ordered the public release on Tuesday of a document in which five defendants boastfully repeated their claims of guilt in plotting the Sept. 11 hijacked plane attacks. Military lawyers are still filing legal documents in other cases in anticipation that the Guantanamo trials will resume as soon as Obama's freeze order expires on May 20. Another judge has already scheduled pretrial hearings at Guantanamo for the week of July 6 in the case against Tanzanian Ahmed Khalfan Ghailani, accused of supplying equipment and support for the 1998 bombing of the U.S. Embassy in Tanzania.

Full article (The Gazette)  

United States-Canada – Website archives information about the Omar Khadr case
This website has been developed by the University of Toronto’s Faculty of law and archives information about the Omar Khadr case with a focus on legal aspects.
More information available
United States – Television episode brings children in armed conflict to the forefront
9 March 2009 - U.S. television series Law & Order has become the first network television show allowed to film at the United Nations. The crew of NBC's "Law & Order: Special Victims Unit" series were at U.N. headquarters on Manhattan's East River on Saturday to film part of an episode to be broadcast March 24. This collaboration marks the first occasion a network television show has been granted access to film at the United Nations," she said. The episode "brings to the fore the themes of children in armed conflict as well as refugees," said U.N. spokeswoman Marie Okabe.
Full article (Reuters)
United States-Canada – Review cases of Guantanamo detainees imprisoned as juveniles

25 March 2009 - The US Department of Justice should expedite the review and provide education and other rehabilitation assistance for five detainees at Guantanamo who have been held there since they were children, Human Rights Watch said today in a letter to Attorney General Eric Holder.  The detainees were brought to Guantanamo between the ages of 15 and 17, and have now been in detention there for more than six years. The five detainees are: Mohammed el Gharani - a Chadian who was brought to Guantanamo at the age of 15, Mohammad Jawad - an Afghan brought to Guantanamo at the age of 16 or 17. He was reportedly subjected to torture and other abuse while in US custody, and has attempted suicide at least once, Omar Khadr - a Canadian brought to Guantanamo at the age of 15, who has been charged with murder by a military commission, Mohammad Khan Tumani - a Syrian brought to Guantanamo at the age of 17, who has as reportedly subjected to physical and psychological abuse , Fahd Abdullah Ahmed Ghazni - a Yemeni brought to Guantanamo at the age of 17. 

Full article (Human Rights Watch)
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