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Calls to Action 
2009 Youth Leaders Forum - Call for Applications

Mines Action Canada has announced a call for applications for the 2009 Youth Leaders Forum.  The Youth Leaders Forum (YLF) will be held 28 November - 5 December in Cartagena, Colombia in conjunction with the Second Review Conference of the Mine Ban Treaty.  It is open to women and men 18 - 30 years old who are active in the campaigns to ban landmines and/or cluster munitions. The 2009 YLF is a component of Mines Action Canada’s Youth Leadership, Education and Action Program (Youth LEAP).  The overall goal of Youth LEAP is to increase the capacity of civil society to work for the effective implementation and universalization of the Mine Ban Treaty and Convention on Cluster Munitions.
More information available (Mines Action Canada)  

News Updates and Publications

The Text of the General Comment on Article 12 is Now Available

2 July 2009 - During its 51st session the Committee adopted its general comment on article 12 on the rights of the child to be heard, and discussed, in general terms, initiatives for two general comments, one on article 3, on the best interests of the child; and one on article 19, on violence against children. The overall objective of the general comment is to support States parties in the effective implementation of article 12.

Full article (CRIN)

Full text of the General Comment (OHCHR) 

Le Conseil des Droits de l’Homme prend les premières mesures

3 July 2009 - La campagne visant à établir un mécanisme de plaintes pour les enfants a reçu une énorme impulsion après que les membres du Conseil des Droits de l’Homme aient consenti à constituer un « groupe de travail » pour examiner la question. A la onzième session du Conseil, qui s’est conclue cette semaine, les pays membres, prenant en considération les pressions des ONG, des défenseurs des droits des enfants, et des Etats sympathisants, ont décidé d’un consensus général de constituer le groupe. Anita Goh, qui est à la tête de la campagne de pression pour l’établissement du mécanisme, a déclaré: « Ceci constitue un message très positif; il s’agit d’une réussite vraiment importante, en particulier au niveau des Nations Unies où l’adoption de ce genre de chose demande normalement beaucoup plus de temps. »
Lire l’article (CRIN)
Small Arms Survey 2009: Shadows of War

An annual review of global small arms issues and themes, The Small Arms Survey is recognized as the principal international source of impartial and reliable information on all aspects of small arms. Its blend of information and analysis makes it an indispensable resource for policy-makers, government officials, and non-governmental organizations.
More information available (Small Arms Survey)

State of the World’s Minorities and Indigenous Peoples 2009 

16 July 2009 - In a unique collaboration with UNICEF, Minority Rights Group International reports on what minority and indigenous children around the world face in their struggle to learn. State of the World’s Minorities and Indigenous Peoples 2009 profiles the programmes that are being developed to help them – from better bilingual education to meeting the needs of nomadic populations – giving examples of what works and why. It describes efforts to overcome exclusion so that education is available, accessible, acceptable and adaptable for minorities and indigenous peoples, and shows how far there is still to go. 
For more information (Minority Rights Group International)
Spurt in Crackdowns on Child Rights Activists

20 July 2009 – A decree has been issued in Honduras which allows authorities to clamp down on child rights activists. The move mirrors similar oppressive government practices recently documented in other parts of the world. The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) said it was “deeply concerned” over the executive decree 011-2009 adopted by the de facto authorities in Honduras, through which fundamental rights have been restricted, such as personal liberty and freedom of association.
Full article (CRIN)

Study on Violence Against Girls

23 July 2009 - This publication was jointly developed by the UNICEF Innocenti Research Centre and the Government of the Netherlands. It includes a background document prepared by the UNICEF Innocenti Research Centre (IRC), and summarizes the discussions and outcomes of the International Conference on Violence against the Girl Child held in The Hague from 9-10 March 2009. 

Full article (CRIN)

Back on Track: Podcast series on Education in Emergencies and Post-Crisis Transition Countries 

24 July 2009 - The ongoing audio series ‘Beyond School Books’ continues to advance the global discussion on the role of education in emergencies and post-crisis transition countries. Key policy actors, development practitioners, government officials and young people have discussed and debated education in the broader context of both humanitarian response to crisis and long-term development goals. A total of 16 segments have been produced to date – you can listen to them at www.educationandtransition.org or www.unicef.org/girlseducation/
For more information (UNICEF) (CRIN)

Conferences and Events

5th World Congress on Family Law and Children’s Rights

The 5th World Congress will be held in Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada from 23-26 August 2009. The year 2009 celebrates the 20th Anniversary of the inauguration of the United Nations Convention on the Rights on the Child. This year’s World Congress Theme is: Children Caught in Conflict. Sub-themes include Children’s rRghts and Family Conflict; Child Protection; Responding to Difference; and Children of War. 
More information available (World Congress on Family Law & Children’s Rights)
From Youth Affected by War to Advocates of Peace: Rediscovering Youth Strength and Resilience

Dalhousie University’s Centre for Foreign Policy Studies will be hosting a talk on 27 August 2009 featuring several notable guest speakers including Ishmael Beah, international bestselling author of “Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier” and a UNICEF Advocate for Children Affected by War.

More information available (Centre for Foreign Policy Studies)
Annual Crimes Against Children Conference

A nationally and internationally-recognised conference with expected attendance of 2,800 professionals from the fields of law enforcement, prosecution, child protective services, social work, children’s advocacy, therapy, and medicine who work directly with child victims of crime. The conference is presented by the Dallas Children's Advocacy Center and the Dallas Police Department and runs 17-18 August 2009.

More information available (CRIN)
Conference on the Rehabilitation and Re-integration of War-affected Children

In celebration of the 20th anniversary of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, an international interdisciplinary conference on rehabilitation and reintegration of war-affected children (RRWAC) will take place on 22-23 October 2009, in the centre of Brussels (Belgium), at the Royal Flemish Academy for Science and the Arts. Two perspectives are central to the conference: the more individual oriented psychosocial support to war-affected children and the more society oriented transitional justice perspective. Children’s rights offer the overarching framework.

More information available (CRIN)

Courses and Training Sessions

Core Professional Training on Humanitarian Law and Policy

HPCR International will be offering its Advances Professional Training Series in Africa. The Core Professional Training on Humanitarian Law and Policy will take place 9-11 November 2009 and will be followed by the Thematic Workshop on Children and Armed Conflict on 12-13 November. Both events are organized in cooperation with the Program on Humanitarian Policy and Conflict Research at Harvard University and will be hosted by UNICEF.
More information available (HPCR International)
Course in International Juvenile Justice

The course offers an international comparative perspective on Juvenile Justice, bringing together a group of international experts. It will focus on trends in Juvenile Justice in Europe and the US, on institutions and procedures, on sanctions and practices of diversion in Europe and the US, on juvenile penitentiary law in Europe and the US and on children’s rights in the context of Juvenile Justice. The course will run from 17 August to 27 August 2009. 
More information available (Utrecht University)
Vacancies

Consultant – Country Profiles in the Middle East and North Africa

The International Bureau for Children’s Rights (IBCR) is seeking a qualified and experienced

Consultant to collaborate with its country profiles team on a project focusing on the Middle East

and North African region (MENA). 

More information available (IBCR)

Assistant in Administration and Logistics 

The IBCR is also seeking a qualified and experienced Assistant in Administration and Logistics to collaborate with its country profiles team on a project focusing on the Middle East and North African region (MENA).
More information available (IBCR)
______________________________________________________________________________

Regional News Updates

Afghanistan: Fighting a stubborn polio virus

6 July 2009 - Despite efforts to eliminate polio in Afghanistan since 1980, the disease is still prevalent: At least 10 children have caught the virus in the past six months, according to health officials. Immunization coverage has increased in the past seven years from 32 percent in 2001 to over 80 percent in 2007, according to UN World Health Organization (WHO) statistics, and no polio case was reported in northern and central parts of the country in 2008, prompting the Health Ministry and WHO to say the poliovirus had been restricted to only a few conflict-affected provinces in the south and southeast. 
Full article (IRIN)

Afghanistan: Millions of children forced to work – survey

22 July 2009 - Almost 30 years of conflict have forced millions of Afghan children to go without education and work to help feed their families, U.N. and Afghan government figures released on Wednesday showed. Of Afghanistan's 8.4 million children -- more than a third of the population of 28 million -- 1.2 million are the main breadwinners for their families and many more supplement family incomes, according to a survey conducted by the Afghan government, UNICEF and the independent Afghanistan Research And Evaluation Unit (AREU) from 2008 to 2009.
Full article (Reuters AlertNet)

Burma/Myanmar: Burma rebels vow to stop using child soldiers

7 July 2009 - One of Burma's main rebel groups has pledged to stop using child soldiers in return for outside aid in an effort to enhance its international credibility. Leaders of the Shan State army (SSA), one of several ethnic insurgent groups battling the country's military junta, have signed a memorandum of understanding with Abolish Slavery and International Operations Centre for Children (IOCC), two western non-governmental organisations, to prevent minors serving in its forces. Burma has the highest number of child soldiers in the world – about 70,000. A Human Rights Watch report in 2002 found widespread forced recruitment of boys as young as 11. Subsequent reports say the number of child soldiers in Burma is largely unchanged despite international condemnation.
Full article (The Guardian)

Burma/Myanmar: Report on child soldier released

22 July 2009 - The unabated recruitment of child soldiers into the Burmese Army has been exposed in a report released by the Thai-burmese border based ‘Yoma 3’ Burmese News Agency today. The agency said it took about one and-a-half years to compile the 72-page ‘Child Soldiers: Burma’s Sons of Sorrow’, which was released Wednesday at a press conference held along the Thai-Burmese border. The report includes interviews with two child soldier deserters, a sergeant and four parents of child soldiers recruited by the army. 

Full article (Mizzima)

Brazil: Study charts Brazil youth murders
22 July 2009 – The study found that 5,000 young people aged between 12 and 18 are killed in Brazil's cities and towns each year. The majority of victims are said to be poor, uneducated black males. The report was prepared by the UN children's agency, Unicef, the Brazilian government and a group which monitors life in Brazil's shanty towns. The report paints a depressing picture of the level of violent deaths among young people in Brazil. 
Full article (BBC News)

Canada/États-Unis : Les omissions des services secrets
Le 15 juillet 2009 - Les agents du Service canadien du renseignement de sécurité (SCRS) qui ont interrogé Omar Khadr en février et en septembre 2003 à la prison militaire américaine de Guantanamo n'ont pas tenu compte de son âge ni du fait que ses droits fondamentaux avaient été bafoués par l'armée américaine lors de leur entrevue. Telle est la conclusion du rapport que le Comité de surveillance des activités de renseignement de sécurité (CSARS) a rendu public, mercredi, après l'avoir remis au ministre canadien de la Sécurité publique, Peter Van Loan.
Lire l’article (Radio-Canada)

Central African Republic: UNICEF welcomes release of child soldiers and urges further demobilizations in Central African Republic

7 July 2009 - UNICEF today confirmed the demobilization of 182 children who have been released by the rebel group People’s Army for the Restoration of Democracy (APRD) since April 2009, in Central African Republic’s northern Ouham Pendé province. Many of the 166 boys and 16 girls, aged 10–17, served in the APRD since its formation in 2006. Almost all have been reunited with their families after receiving assistance to transition back into civilian life. “We are extremely pleased that APRD leaders are following through with their commitment to surrender the children in their ranks,” says Mahimbo Mdoe, UNICEF Representative in Bangui, who has been working closely with the Government of Central African Republic (CAR) to plan and coordinate the release of the children.
Full article (UNICEF)

Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC): UN-backed troops alleged to be abusing civilians

3 July 2009 - United Nations-backed Congolese armed forces conducting intensified military operations in eastern and northern Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) have failed to protect civilians from brutal rebel retaliatory attacks and instead are themselves attacking and raping Congolese civilians, Human Rights Watch (HRW) said Thursday. The attacks on civilians from all sides have resulted in a significant increase in human rights violations over the past six months.”The Congolese government’s military operations have been a disaster for civilians, who are now being attacked from all sides," said Kenneth Roth, executive director of HRW, on a visit to eastern Congo. "Congo and the U.N. need to take urgent measures to protect people and keep this human rights catastrophe from getting even worse."
Full article (Inter Press Service)

DRC: Trial of Thomas Lubanga Dyilo: the Office of the Prosecutor finishes its case presentation

14 July 2009 - Today, the Prosecution concluded the presentation of its case in the trial of Thomas Lubanga Dyilo, alleged founder and leader of the Union des patriotes congolais (UPC). Lubanga Dyilo faces counts of war crimes consisting of enlisting and conscripting children under the age of 15 years and using them to participate actively in hostilities in The Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). The trial started on 26 January 2009. The Defence is scheduled to start presenting its evidence in October 2009.
Full article (ICC Press Release)
DRC: Kivu crisis worsens with 100,000 more displaced

10 July 2009 - Humanitarian and security conditions in eastern Democratic Republic of Congo’s Kivu provinces worsened in June, when almost 100,000 people were displaced, many of whom had fled violence previously, according to humanitarian officials. “Since May, security and humanitarian conditions worsened for thousands of civilians in North and South Kivu,” Max Hadorn, head of the International Committee of the Red Cross mission in DRC, told reporters. Government and UN forces in the Kivu provinces are trying to neutralise a 6,000-strong militia group dominated by Rwandan fighters, some of whom led the killings in Rwanda’s 1994 genocide.
Full article (IRIN)

DRC: Rebuilding the lives of Congo’s child soldiers

16 July 2009 - Gilbert did not mean to kill anyone. He did not even intend to go to war. He was 10 when a relative enlisted him in a rebel army in eastern Congo and 12 when he led a raid in which his cousin died. 'I was ordered to kill the son of the leader in my village. I was put in charge of the group, and ordered to fire as people fled. The leader was my uncle; his boy was six years old.’ 

If Gilbert wished, he could make excuses for what he did. He could say, truthfully, that he would have been executed if he had failed to obey orders. In the frenzy of battle, he cannot even be sure whose bullet dealt the mortal wound. 
Full article (Daily Telegraph)
DRC: LRA torture of civilians continues

17 July 2009 - The Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) is continuing to kill and kidnap civilians in northeastern Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), according to the UN. In the first fortnight of July alone, the Ugandan rebel group carried out 33 attacks in the districts of Upper and Lower Uele, killing 26 civilians and abducting 144, according to a report by the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). In the first fortnight of July alone, the Ugandan rebel group carried out 33 attacks in the districts of Upper and Lower Uele, killing 26 civilians and abducting 144, according to a report by the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).
Full article (IRIN)
Honduras: Inter-American Commission requests measures to protect child rights activists

8 July 2009 - The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) is deeply concerned over the executive decree 011-2009 adopted by the de facto authorities in Honduras, through which fundamental rights have been restricted, such as personal liberty, allowing incommunicado detention for more than 24 hours, freedom of association and the right of assembly, as well as freedom of movement to leave, enter and remain in the territory of Honduras. The IACHR wishes to reiterate that the suspension of guarantees only proceeds in exceptional situations explicitly defined by the American Convention on Human Rights, and in no case may the suspension of personal liberty mean a limitation to the writ of habeas corpus or other adequate and effective remedies for the judicial review of the detentions, nor to the judicial guarantees essential for the protection of life and personal integrity.

Full article (CRIN) 

India: Child rights NGOs unhappy with budget allocation for education, health

7 July 2009 - Most child rights organizations say the union budget has been disappointing as demands for better fund allocation for primary education and health care have not been met. Dipankar Majumdar, director of Child Rights and You (CRY), an international child rights organisation, said Tuesday that while many aspects of the budget were heartening, “it is disappointing that child rights, education and health have not been given their due importance”. Though there are many steps in the right direction, in areas critical to children’s rights, education and health and protection, the budget allocations are much below par. CRY has been calling for 10 percent to be spent on health and education,” Majumdar told IANS. 

Full article ((Thaindian News)

India: Reporting of child abuse to be mandatory?

28 July 2009 - Teachers, doctors and other caregivers could soon report child abuse to authorities, if the National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) has its way. The commission — in its review of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection) Act — has recommended far-reaching changes that include mandatory reporting of child abuse, moving children to observation homes only as a last resort and treating all children — whether in conflict with law or in need of care and protection — equally. The report has been submitted to the PMO and the women and child development ministry.
Full article (Times of India)
	


Israel: ‘Terrible injustice’ to children in round-up of migrants

9 July 2009 - Israeli lawmakers yesterday called for a halt to the "manhunt" for foreign workers, warning their deportation of foreign workers and that of their children would constitute a "terrible injustice" and infringe on the children's basic rights. The Knesset's Committee on the Rights of the Child yesterday discussed the state's treatment of foreign workers and asylum seekers' children, following the police's extensive drive to round up and expel foreign workers. MK Nitzan Horowitz (Meretz), who called the discussion, said the roundup and deportation would have harmful implications on the workers' children, who had been born and raised here and have no other country but Israel.
Full article (Haaretz)

Kosovo: Experts unearth 11 bodies in Kosovo mass grave

14 July 2009 - Forensic experts have unearthed a mass grave in the eastern Kosovo town of Gnjilane containing 11 bodies including four children, the European Union mission (EULEX) said in a statement on Tuesday. The victims are believed to be ethnic Albanians killed in the early days of a two year counter-insurgency war that began in 1998, a police source told Reuters. At the time of the killings the area was controlled by the Yugoslav army. In 1999 NATO launched a bombing campaign against rump Yugoslavia to halt the killing of civilians in the 1998-99 conflict in Kosovo, that was a Serbian province at the time.
Full article (AlertNet)

Liberia: Witness Says Ntaganda Killed Child Soldier
10 July 2009 - A child protection specialist this week told the International Criminal Court that ICC fugitive Bosco Ntaganda executed a young recruit who tried to escape. Christine Peduto, who worked for the United Nations Mission to the Democratic Republic of Congo, MONUC, was testifying at the trial of Thomas Lubanga who is charged with recruiting children in the DRC province of Ituri. Ntaganda faces similar charges but remains at large in the DRC where he has been integrated into the national army.
Full article (Institute for War and Peace Reporting) 

Liberia: Agony without end for Liberia’s child soldiers

12 July 2009 - Tomorrow Charles Taylor becomes the first African leader to appear in the dock at The Hague accused of crimes against humanity. In the bullet-scarred region of Lofa, in northern Liberia, Annie Kelly meets his former child soldiers, who were first traumatised by war, then abandoned by the state - and have now been cast out by their own families.   

Full article (Guardian)    

Liberia : Charles Taylor, un pacifiste ?

Le 13 juillet 2009 - C'est mardi que l'ex-président libérien Charles Taylor doit témoigner devant le Tribunal spécial pour la Sierra Leone. Il est accusé de crimes de guerre et de crimes contre l'humanité, mais ses avocats font valoir que les intentions de leur client étaient pacifiques et ne visaient pas à encourager les exactions commises dans le pays voisin. Charles Taylor est sous le coup de 11 chefs d'accusation, dont incitation au meurtre, au viol, à la mutilation, à l'enrôlement d'enfants soldats et à l'esclavage sexuel durant les guerres du Liberia et de Sierra Leone, qui ont fait au moins 120 000 morts et des milliers d'amputés entre 1991 et 2002.
Lire l'article (Radio-Canada)                                        

Liberia: Taylor starts war crimes defence

13 July 2009 - Lawyers for Charles Taylor, ex-president of Liberia, have told his trial for crimes against humanity that he tried to bring peace to the country. He denies 11 charges at the Special Court for Sierra Leone in The Hague, including murder, rape and torture. Prosecutors say he controlled rebels who carried out atrocities during Sierra Leone's decade-long civil war. Mr Taylor is due to give evidence on Tuesday. He is the first African leader to be tried by an international court.
Full article (BBC News)
Liberia: Taylor labels Hague case ‘lies’

14 July 2009 - Ex-Liberian President Charles Taylor has dismissed as "lies" the war crimes case against him, as he took the stand for the first time at The Hague. He denies 11 counts including terrorism, murder, rape and torture, at the Special Court for Sierra Leone. The 61-year-old is accused of having armed and directed rebel groups from Liberia in order to seize control of Sierra Leone's diamond riches. Mr Taylor is the first African leader to be tried by an international court.
Full article (BBC News)
Liberia: Charles Taylor says he saw nothing wrong with displaying human skulls

17 July 2009 - Displaying human skulls at roadblocks was an effective method of encouraging people to obey soldiers’ orders, Charles Taylor, the former Liberian President, said yesterday at his war crimes trial. Mr Taylor, giving evidence in his defence, insisted that he saw nothing wrong with using the skulls of his enemies during his coup in Liberia, but insisted that testimony given earlier this year that soldiers under his command strung human entrails across the road, was a lie. The first African leader to face trial in The Hague told the court on the third day of his testimony that he took a tough line with those who committed atrocities and had some perpetrators executed.
Full article (Times Online) 
Liberia: Charles Taylor says insider witness was ‘crazy’

21 July 2009 - Former Liberian President Charles Taylor said Tuesday that a key prosecution witness at his war crimes trial was a low-level official who "went crazy" years before testifying against him. Taylor used his fifth day on the witness stand at the Special Court for Sierra Leone to try to discredit witness Varmuyan Sherif, who told judges he was a close Taylor aide. Sherif said last year he saw Taylor smuggle weapons and ammunition to rebels in neighboring Sierra Leone in rice sacks in defiance of an arms embargo.
Full article (Associated Press)

Namibia: New dangers, new efforts to protect children

24 July 2009 - New channels like sms messages and social-networking application Facebook are just some of the tools government and civil rights groups will be using to encourage input on the Child Care and Protection Bill will soon be tabled in Namibia's parliament. "Like many laws in Africa, the old act is a remnant of colonial days," explains attorney Carina du Toit from the South African Centre for Child Law. "Child laws need to be updated and brought in line with the African Charter and UN Convention on children’s rights."
Full article (InterPress)
Nepal: Nepal to free child soldiers from Maoist camps

16 July 2009 - Nepal will release thousands of former child soldiers living in Maoist camps by early November, a minister said on Thursday, more than two years after a peace deal ended a deadly civil war in the Himalayan nation. The United Nations estimated in 2007 that nearly 3,000 children were living in camps housing former Maoist fighters, part of a deal to end a decade-long conflict that caused more than 13,000 deaths. The government will also release another 1,000 people who joined as Maoist fighters after the peace process began and were therefore disqualifed from the camps.
Full article (Reuters)

Nepal: Nepal child soldiers being freed

17 July 2009 - Nepal has begun the process of freeing thousands of child soldiers from camps holding former Maoist rebel fighters. Officials visited one of the camps in southern Nepal to brief the young people ahead of their planned transfer to rehabilitation programmes. The release of the child soldiers - estimated at about 3,000 - is a key part of Nepal's peace process. The UN welcomed the move as a "significant milestone" for the Himalayan nation. Maoist rebels ended a 10-year armed insurgency in November 2006, signing a peace deal that brought them into the government.
Full article (BBC News)

Nepal: Agencies urge rehabilitation for former child soldiers

26 July 2009 - A proper rehabilitation programme for thousands of former child soldiers - now young men - is needed in Nepal, say specialists. “Unless there is a good rehabilitation package, there is less chance of them being released and this should be done soon before they lose their childhood years again,” Tarak Dhital, from Child Workers in Nepal (CWIN), a national NGO, told IRIN. According to a report released this month by the UN Mission in Nepal (UNMIN) 2,973 minors of the former Maoist army, also known as the People’s Liberation Army (PLA), are being discharged. 

Full article (IRIN)
Nigeria: Campaign of terror unleashed on Nigeria’s ‘witch children’

7 July 2009 - A coalition of Nigerian and International civil society organisations and churches have strongly condemned the recent campaign of terror that has been inflicted upon the so-called ‘child witches’ at the Child Rights and Rehabilitation Network Centre (CRARN) in Eket, Akwa Ibom State by Lagos-based police officers. The work of CRARN, and the children they care for, was shown on UK Channel 4’s Dispatches Programme on ‘Saving Africa’s Witch Children’ in November 2008. On Friday 3 July 2009, in the afternoon local time, a group of men appeared at the CRARN Centre claiming to be donors who wanted to donate goods and toys to the children. Shortly after, the men identified themselves as police officers, and unlawfully arrested two CRARN staff members and mercilessly beat many of the children whilst searching for CRARN’s Founder and President, Sam Itauma. 
Full article (CRIN)                                                                                                                                                                   

Nigeria: Security forces must investigate killings says rights group

22 July 2009 – Nigerian police and military forces killed 130 civilians, mostly young Muslim men, and must urgently investigate the matter, Human Rights Watch (HRW) told a judicial commission of inquiry into the violence in Plateau State in November 2008. More than 700 people were killed in Plateau's capital, Jos, during clashes between Muslim and Christian mobs on 28 and 29 November. 
Full article (IRIN)

Nigeria: Nigeria hunts Islamic sect, women and children freed
29 July 2009 - Security forces in northern Nigeria have freed nearly 200 women and children during a crackdown on a radical Islamic sect responsible for violence that has killed at least 150 people. Soldiers in armoured personnel carriers surrounded and shelled parts of a compound that is home to Mohammed Yusuf, the leader of the radical Boko Haram sect, in the city of Maiduguri, destroying buildings including a small mosque. The preacher's whereabouts were unknown. Joint military and armed police patrols went from house to house searching for his followers, arresting more than 100 people.
Full article (Reuters AlertNet)

Occupied Palestinian Territories (oPt): Games help ease stress, trauma for Gaza refugee children

8 July 2009 - Summer Games organized by the UN agency for Palestinian refugees (UNRWA) at 152 camp locations throughout the Gaza Strip are helping many children get over the trauma of the 23-day Israeli offensive which ended on 18 January 2009. The camps are mostly at UNRWA schools, and each location hosts an average of 200 campers who attend for two-week sessions. The participants - children of Palestinian refugees living in Gaza - are aged 6-15. “There is a large turnout. Over 240,000 children are participating this year,” Karen Koning AbuZayd, director of UNRWA, told IRIN from Beach Camp in Gaza City as campers splashed in the sea behind her. There are 25 beachfront camp locations.
Full article (IRIN)

oPt: Children risk their lives in Gaza’s blockade-busting tunnels

13 July 2009 - Anwar, 15, can't read or write, but says he's good at tunnel work. He needs a new job as Israeli planes bombed his workplace, one of hundreds of smuggling tunnels on Gaza's border with Egypt. His rough voice and tough looks belie his young age, but his small, wiry body is what makes him a perfect candidate for the job. And, like thousands of other children in the impoverished and war-shattered Gaza Strip, his family badly needs the money. The job is comparatively lucrative, with children getting up to 30 dollars for a 12-hour shift.
Full article (CRIN)

Pakistan: IDP health in the spotlight

7 July 2009 – The health problems faced by internally displaced persons (IDPs) in the over 20 camps in Pakistan’s North West Frontier Province (NWFP) are being made worse by a combination of lack of funds, a lack of women doctors and cultural constraints which dictate that it is not appropriate for male doctors to tend to women or girls. The parents of Saira Bibi, aged 10, currently in the Jalala IDP camp in NWFP, refused to allow a male doctor to see her when she had acute stomach pains. The problem is widespread and doctors who have visited IDP camps say it adds to the health challenges currently being faced. 

Full article (IRIN)

Pakistan: No official date for mass IDP returns

9 July 2009 - The Pakistani government has not yet set a date for the official start of the return of hundreds of thousands of internally displaced persons (IDPs) to their homes in various parts of North West Frontier Province (NWFP). "So far, no date has been announced officially," said Lt-Col Raja Waseem Shahid of the Special Support Group (SSG), set up by the government to oversee IDP affairs. Shahid told IRIN the army would lift the curfew and announce the start of returns "in a few days, after all the services are restored and the area is completely cleared of militants". He said they were still expecting some resistance especially in the Shamozai and Kabal areas near Mingora, Swat Valley's principal city, in the NWFP.
Full article (IRIN)

Pakistan: Protecting Pakistan’s children

11 July 2009 - Pakistan is taking firm steps to try to help abused children, say experts. Kristin Elisabeth Solberg reports on the country's new child protection unit, believed to be the first of its kind in south Asia. A text message arrives in Pakistani children's rights activist Naeem Zafar's phone: “Reported an abandoned child from Cardiac ICU”. It is from one of the members of the recently established Child Protection Unit at the Children's Hospital Lahore, alerting the rest of the team of a new case of an abused or neglected child.
Full article (The Lancet)

Pakistan: Excitement and apprehension as IDPs begin journey home

13 July 2009 - Most of the 60 passengers crammed into a bus winding its way up to Pakistan's troubled Swat Valley are internally displaced persons (IDPs) returning home after nearly two months in camps. The mood is cautiously festive, and many of the returnees, laden with bags of flour, rice, sugar and other essentials, hope their suffering is over. The North West Frontier Province (NWFP) government on 11 July announced a three-phase plan for the return of IDPs, beginning 13 July, but the process had already begun.
Full article (IRIN)

Pakistan: School, food security worry returnees

23 July 2009 - While displaced people continue to return from camps to their homes in Swat, Buner and other northwest areas of Pakistan affected by conflict, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) warns that about a million internally displaced persons (IDPs) could remain displaced until December. “Everybody is hoping people come back to their villages ASAP. But at the same time we also believe it would be prudent to assume that by September one million could have gone back and that we would still have one million displaced through the year,” UNICEF emergency office director Louis-Georges Arsenault, who recently visited Pakistan, told the media in Geneva.
Full article (IRIN)

Pakistan: Pakistan rescues boys trained as suicide bombers

28 July 2009 - Pakistani security forces fighting Taliban militants in and around the Swat Valley have rescued nearly a dozen boys brainwashed into becoming suicide bombers, according to officials. A senior security officer in North West Frontier Province said nine boys were found during raids, while two more had voluntarily surrendered, and an army commander in Swat spoke of more being handed over by their families. "They have been brainwashed in such a way that they even call their parents infidels," Bashir Bilour, senior minister in the provincial government, told Reuters.
Full article (Reuters AlertNet)
Philippines: Sharp increase in IDPs after Mindanao bombings

14 July 2009 - Displacement levels on the war-ravaged Philippine island of Mindanao have risen to more than 430,000, according to data from the Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) and other sources. This marks a significant increase in the number of internally displaced people (IDPs), from an estimate of 290,000 by the International Organization for Migration (IOM) in mid-June. This marks a significant increase in the number of internally displaced people (IDPs), from an estimate of 290,000 by the International Organization for Migration (IOM) in mid-June.
Full article (IRIN)

Philippines: Government suspends Mindanao fighting in bid for peace

24 July 2009 - In a bid to improve conditions for peace talks and the resettlement of hundreds of thousands of internally displaced people (IDPs) in Mindanao, the Philippines government announced a unilateral ceasefire effective at midnight on 23 July. The island has witnessed an upsurge in conflict between government forces and the 12,000-strong Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF), who have been fighting for an independent Islamic state on the island for decades, after a peace deal collapsed last August.
Full article (IRIN)

Russia: Halt punitive attacks in Chechnya

14 July 2009 - Russian federal and Chechen local authorities should immediately put a stop to the punitive house-burning and other human rights violations in Chechnya and bring those responsible to justice, Human Rights Watch said today. Human Rights Watch has documented two new cases in Chechnya in which the homes of families related to suspected insurgents were torched by local law-enforcement officials as well as a public extrajudicial killing of a man suspected of providing food to insurgents. On July 2, 2009, Human Rights Watch published a report, "˜What Your Children Do Will Touch Upon You': Punitive House-Burning in Chechnya", documenting a pattern of house burnings by security forces to punish families for the alleged involvement by their relatives in the insurgency.
Full article (AlertNet)
Rwanda: Revise Reproductive Health Bill

1 July 2009 - The Rwandan Parliament should remove provisions in a draft law that would mandate compulsory HIV testing and require the sterilization of all individuals with intellectual disabilities, Human Rights Watch said today. The organization said that the provisions, in a reproductive health bill, are deeply flawed and violate the government's obligations to uphold and protect human rights. "Compulsory HIV testing and forced sterilization are counterproductive to the Rwandan government's goal of improved reproductive health," said Joe Amon, health and human rights director at Human Rights Watch. "Provisions in the current bill that increase stigma, rely on coercion, and deny individuals their reproductive rights should be removed."

 Full article (Human Rights Watch)

Saudi Arabia: New Saudi TV channel to focus on rights of children
14 July 2009 - The first Saudi TV channel dedicated to educating children about their rights in society will start broadcasting this month. Sana, the new satellite channel which will broadcast in Arabic 24 hours a day from Cairo, will feature cartoons and songs designed by international child behavior specialists in cooperation with the Ministry of Culture and Information’s Children’s Rights Awareness campaign. The campaign, which began three years ago, aims to use the media to make children and the general public aware of the 10 basic rights of all children.

Full article (Saudi Gazette)
Somalia: Young men running from military conscription

9 July 2009 – More and more of the thousands fleeing fighting in the Somali capital, Mogadishu, are young men trying to avoid being conscripted into the various militias, locals told IRIN. Many have been pouring into Dobley, near the Kenyan border, some 630km south of Mogadishu. Faisal Mohamed, a resident of Dobley, said between 8,000 and 15,000 displaced people had arrived in the town since early May. "Every day a fresh group of IDPs [internally displaced people] arrives," he said. "Most of them move toward the Kenyan border hoping to cross. Not a day passes without new arrivals. "In the past we used to get mostly women and children, but now the new arrivals are mostly young men," he said.

Full article (IRIN)

Somalia: Vulnerable children hardest-hit in Mogadishu fighting

14 July 2009 - At only 14, Ali Hussein Sid is already the sole breadwinner of his family, his father having been killed in Somalia's ongoing civil war and his mother seriously injured when a mortar landed on their home in the capital, Mogadishu. As a shoe-shiner, Sid sometimes goes home empty-handed as customers are hard to come by in war-torn Mogadishu, where fighting between government troops and Islamist insurgents has been most intense in recent months. "My family depends on what I make shining shoes in the city but sometimes I go back home without making a cent," he told IRIN on 13 July. "I feel very alone when I am faced with a problem."

Full article (IRIN)
Somalia: Clashes displace hundreds of families in Somaliland

16 July 2009 - At least 700 families in Somalia's self-declared republic of Somaliland have been displaced following clashes between two clans over ownership of Elberdale farmland in Gabiley region, local officials said. Seven people were reportedly killed in the 10-12 July clashes between militiamen of Hared and Mohamoud Nour clans. Elabe Mohamoud Hufane, the deputy mayor of Dilla in Awdal region, told IRIN between 400 and 500 families were displaced in his region alone. 

Full article (IRIN)

Somalia: Somalia displacement update

21 July 2009 - As the number of Somali civilians driven out of their homes by the conflict in Mogadishu rises, growing insecurity is making it increasingly difficult for aid workers to gain access and provide assistance to latest victims of the Somali civil war. We now estimate that some 223,000 people have fled Mogadishu since the 7 May, when Al-Shabaab and Hisb-ul-Islam militia groups jointly launched attacks against government forces in several districts of the Somali capital. About 20,000 have fled in the last two weeks alone.
Full article (Reuters AlertNet)

Somalia: Feeding centres closed amid heavy fighting

23 July 2009 - Ongoing conflict in Mogadishu, Somalia's capital, has led to the closure of many feeding centres across the city, putting pressure on already crowed camps for internally displaced persons (IDPs) as more and more people flee their homes, say local officials. "We are receiving more IDPs in the camps [along the road linking Mogadishu to Afgoye] that are already crowded; those arriving are not getting any help, only the older IDPs receive relief aid," Jowhar Ilmi, an IDP spokesperson, told IRIN on 23 July.
Full article (IRIN)

Somalia: Alarm over Somalia’s child soldiers

29 July 2009 - For years, warlords have conscripted children to fight in bitter conflicts over money, power and land. The BBC Somali service's Mohamed Mohamed reveals widespread alarm that the practice is now becoming entrenched in Somalia. Children as young as eight years old are going missing. Some are drugged, others brainwashed and some paid $50 (£30) for every month they fight. Most people are frightened to speak openly, but those who can afford it are sending their children out of the country to safety.
Full article (BBC News)
South Africa: Trade in small arms growing 

13 July 2009 – Trade in small arms and light weapons has been on the rise globally, fuelling violence in post-conflict regions, according to a new report. UN data presented in the 2009 Small Arms Survey, an annual report published by the Geneva Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies, suggest that trade in small arms reached US$2.9 billion in 2006 – a 28 percent increase since 2000.
Full article (IRIN)

Spain: Judges denounce proposal to lower age of criminal responsibility

27 July 2009 - A proposal to lower the age of criminal responsibility to 12 years in Spain was today denounced by national organisation Judges for Democracy. The group said the proposal, which comes in the wake of two gang rapes involving minors, marked a move away from the educational principles which must be paramount in interventions with minors. The group highlighted that no law should be reformed in moments of social turmoil and media furore and that possible modifications should be considered “from a perspective of calm and deep reflection.”
Full article (CRIN)

Sri Lanka: Retraining Tiger cubs

16 July 2009 - FAIRNESS cream; scented hair oil; talcum powder: these are things that female ex-combatants of the Tamil Tiger rebels, many forcibly recruited as children, hesitantly ask for when placed in rehabilitation. Thousands of exhausted rebels surrendered in the weeks before the government declared its victory over the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) in May. The army says more than 9,000 are now in custody. Some face prosecution; more are being absorbed into the army; others will be sent into rehabilitation as soon as space becomes available in these overburdened camps.
Full article (The Economist)
Sri Lanka: New life for child soldiers

20 July 2009 - All under-aged children who carried arms in the North will not be prosecuted by the Government, instead they will be integrated into society after proper rehabilitation, said President Mahinda Rajapaksa in Mahiyangana on Saturday. Speaking at a ceremony organised by the people in the Uva Province to fete President Mahinda Rajapaksa, Defence Secretary Gotabhaya Rajapaksa , the Former Army and Navy Commanders, Air Force Chief Air Chief Marshal Roshan Gunathilake and Civil Defence Force Chief Rear Admiral Sarath Weerasekera on the completion of two months since liberation of the country from the scourge of terrorism held at the historical Mahiyangana Chetiya premises.
Full article (Daily News)
Sri Lanka: TMVP refutes UNICEF allegations of having child soldiers

20 July 2009 - The UN Children’s agency UNICEF has informed the Thamil Makkal Viduthalai Pullikal (TMVP) that there are more than 100 child soldiers still believed to be with the party, a claim the TMVP firmly denies. UNICEF officials told Daily Mirror that according to the latest statistics, as of May 31 there are 107 child soldiers still with the TMVP, of which 30 are under the age of 18, while 77 were underage at the time they were recruited, but are now adults. The TMVP announced a few months back that it had handed over the last of the child soldiers to UNICEF, who in turn placed them in rehabilitation camps where child soldiers, most of whom were with the LTTE, are being rehabilitated.
Full article (Daily Mirror)
Sri Lanka: Refugee camps: concern for the fate of Tamil child soldiers

22 July 2009 - More than two months after war between the Sri Lankan military and LTTE rebels came to an end, the situation in refugee camps remains tragic. Not only do they face major health problems, but the permanent presence of the military inside the camps is raising concerns. Unexplained deaths and disappearances have become a daily occurrence. Children are the main victims of the humanitarian crisis. Many of them have been seen the bodies of their dead parents, left unburied on the road side, attacked by dogs.
Full article (Asia News)

Sri Lanka: US wants focus on early returns

28 July 2009 - The return home of almost 300,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Sri Lanka must now be the priority for the government and humanitarian agencies assisting them, says a top US official. "The government of the United States believes the focus now must be on the prompt return of the displaced in safety and dignity, and we want to support and accelerate this process," Eric Schwartz, US Assistant Secretary of State for Refugees, said at the conclusion of a three-day visit to Sri Lanka on 27 July.
Full article (Reuters AlertNet)

Sri Lanka: Children at risk despite end of war – Child rights group

28 July 2009 - Despite the end of hostilities, children in Sri Lanka continue to be at risk of forced recruitment, arbitrary detention and other human rights abuses, the US based Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers said in a press statement released today. In a new briefing to the Security Council Working Group (Working Group) on Children and Armed Conflict, the Coalition urged the Sri Lankan authorities to act immediately to protect conflict-affected children. The families of children taken by the security forces from detention camps have no idea where they are -- if they are in detention, have been taken to rehabilitation centres or have disappeared” said the Director of the Coalition, Victoria Forbes Adam.
Full article (Daily Mirror)

Sri Lanka: Rights group urges resettlement for S. Lanka’s displaced

29 July 2009 – The international advocacy group Human Rights Watch urged the Sri Lankan government on Wednesday to release hundreds of thousands of Tamil civilians confined to displacement camps despite the end of the country's civil war. The appeal comes days after the United States called for the resettlement of more than 280,000 civilians held in sprawling camps in the north since May, when government troops crushed the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam to end a 25-year-old war. “Haven't they been through enough?" asked Brad Adams, Human Rights Watch's Asia director, in an e-mailed statement.
Full article (Reuters AlertNet)

Sudan: IDPs stretch resources to the limit in Akobo

9 July 2009 – The fragile food security situation Akobo, Jonglei State in Southern Sudan, has been exacerbated by a huge influx of displaced people (IDPs) – including 19,000 who fled an attack in Nyandit and other villages by Murle cattle rustlers. Many live within the host community. "The gap analysis that we have done shows that the needs are greatest among the recent IDPs," David Tolu Lemiso, health project manager at the NGO Nile Hope Development Foundation (NHDF), said. "Out of 3,442 households from Nyandit, 2,050 are still badly in need of help, and that is minus those from Wanding, Kuechar and Ogal payams [sub-divisions]."

Full article (IRIN)

Sudan: Improvements in the education, but mainly for the boys

13 July 2009 – School enrolment across Southern Sudan has trebled since a 2005 peace agreement ended almost 20 years of war with the north, but the number of girls in class has remained significantly lower than for boys, a new report said. Commissioned by the Southern Sudanese Education, Science and Technology ministry, the report on Socio-Economic and Cultural Barriers to Schooling in Southern Sudan attributed the low female enrolment to socio-cultural values, norms and practices, with economic realities superimposed on them.
Full article (IRIN)

Sudan: The deadly cycle of cattle-raiding

21 July 2009 - Tutlow Ruot has yet to come to terms with the death of his two children, who drowned in a river as his village fled an attack by cattle raiders from the Murle community. "They attacked us at 5am, burnt our tukuls [houses], killed some people, especially women and children, and took our cattle," he said. "My three- and four year-old children could not swim and were carried away by the Pibor River." The 18 April attack on the Lou Nuer in Nyandit and other payams (sub-divisions) of Jonglei State of Southern Sudan was one of the bloodiest and most coordinated Murle attacks in recent times, according to aid workers.
Full article (Reuters AlertNet)

Sudan: Malakal minefields still a challenge 

27 July 2009 - Hundreds of mines have been destroyed in Malakal, Upper Nile State of Southern Sudan, but more than half the town’s minefields have yet to be cleared, says an official. "The town is in the minefield," Doep du Plessis, UN Mine Action (UNMAO) officer in Malakal, said. "We find mines inside the houses… many people are not aware that they have a mine on their doorstep." Two demining teams are working in the town and expect to complete the job by June 2010. About 1.3 million sqm of mined land has been cleared but another 1.5 million remain. A Cambodian team has just arrived to boost operations. 
Full article (IRIN)

Sudan: Meeting Sudan’s former ‘child soldiers’

27 July 2009 - We arrive in the small town of Awiel at the start of a trip that will take us through three states in Southern Sudan and close to the troubled areas of South Darfur in the north of Sudan. My mission is to see how UNICEF and its partners are supporting the release and reintegration of children associated with the Sudanese People's Liberation Army (SPLA). A former rebel group and now the standing army in Southern Sudan, the SPLA fought against the Sudanese Armed Forces for more than 21 years until a peace deal was signed in 2005.
Full article (Reuters)

Sudan: UN demobilizes first batch of child soldiers in Darfur

27 July 2009- Thirty-six child soldiers who once served with an armed rebel movement in Sudan’s Darfur region have been voluntarily demobilized and given assistance so they can return to school and their communities, the United Nations reported today. The joint African Union-UN peacekeeping mission (UNAMID) has provided logistical support to the Darfur Child Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration (DDR) programme and the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), which are spearheading the demobilization initiative.

Full article (UN News Centre)

Uganda: No safe haven for Ugandan girls

10 July 2009 – A year ago, a mother in Kashari County took the law into her own hands and castrated a man she caught raping her seven-year-old daughter. Malita Kyomugisha returned from her farm and found her neighbor Tito Mugarura sexually assaulting her youngest daughter behind her house in Rugyerera village. The story was widely reported in the media, and many children's and women's rights activists, including Uganda's former ethics and integrity minister, Miria Matembe, applauded Kyomugisha's action. Matembe had gained notoriety for agitating that men who rape minors be castrated as a deterrent. Child abuse is rampant in Uganda. In the war-affected north, soldiers and rebels alike have been responsible for numerous rapes.

Full article (Inter Press Service)
Uganda: “Invisible war victims” in the North require urgent attention – officials
15 July 2009 - The elderly, orphans and very sick are Uganda’s "invisible war victims" who urgently need help to transit from life in the internally displaced people’s camps to a normal existence, officials said on 14 July. Norbert Mao, Gulu district council chairman, told IRIN the decline in the financial commitment to the peace, recovery and development plan - designed to re-ignite progress at community and local government level in the region - had made the transition from emergency to recovery difficult for the vulnerable in IDP camps.
Full article (IRIN)

Uganda: American youth rally for child soldier’s in Uganda’s Lord Resistance Army

16 July 2009 - Over the past two decades, Ugandan rebels from the Lord's Resistance Army have kidnapped thousands of children, using them as soldiers or sex slaves. The LRA is also accused of killing villagers in Uganda, Sudan and the Democratic Republic of Congo. Recently, hundreds of young people gathered in Washington to push the U.S. government to take action. They came armed, with shirts, signs, and letters for their representatives in Congress. These young activists rallied in Washington on behalf of thousands of children abducted into Uganda's Lord's Resistance Army.
Full article (Voice of America)

Uganda: Leaders question Chissano’s anti-LRA proposal

24 July 2009 - While the Ugandan government supports the recommendation by Joachim Chissano, the outgoing UN envoy for areas affected by the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA), to use military as well as peaceful means to deal with the rebels, several leaders in northern Uganda have opposed the proposal, saying the military option would destabilise the region further. "Peace-loving Ugandans and I have always opposed the military option in ending this rebellion," John Baptist Odama, the bishop of the Gulu Archdiocese, told IRIN. "We do not have the confidence that any military action will bring security to the region but will instead only further destabilize the relative calm which is being experienced." 
Full article (IRIN)


Uganda/Rwanda: Refugees fear "xenophobic" attacks
28 July 2009 - Uganda has deployed security forces in the western districts of Masaka, Sembabule and Lyatonde after xenophobic attacks on Rwandan refugees aimed at driving them out of the country, say local leaders. According to Haruna Numba, head of the Rwandan community in the town of Masaka, Rwandan pastoralist refugees are particularly vulnerable. "We are living in fear, our farms have been destroyed, cattle slaughtered and homes burnt; they want to force us out of Uganda," Numba told IRIN. 
Full article (IRIN) 
Yemen: Constrained response to protection needs of IDPs and returnees

22 July 2009 - Fighting between government forces and followers of the late Sheikh Badr Eddin al-Houth have led to displacement in northern Yemen at regular intervals since 2004, peaking during the latest round of conflict in June and July 2008. Though many returned to their places of origin following the end of hostilities in July 2008, large numbers were unable to return home.
Full article (Reuters AlertNet) 

Yemen: Number of IDPs in North increases - agencies
29 July 2009 - The number of people displaced by conflict in Saada in northern Yemen has increased over the past two months, putting the overall number at more than 100,000 people, say UN and aid agencies. An update from the Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC) released on 24 July said that in “June and July 2009 the number of internally displaced people (IDPs) increased by several thousand as intermittent fighting continued…”.
Full article (IRIN)
Zimbabwe: Political violence growing in rural areas

27 July 2009 - Families are turning on each other in Zimbabwe's rural areas, where a higher premium is being placed on political allegiance to either President Robert Mugabe's ZANU-PF party or Prime Minister Morgan Tsvangirai's Movement for Democratic Change (MDC), than ties of blood. Ebba Katiyo, a middle-aged MDC supporter Uzumba, a village in Mashonaland East Province, told IRIN while convalescing after a beating ordered by her uncle because of her MDC membership that relatives were turning on each other over party loyalties.
Full article (IRIN)
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