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	Secretary of the Board of Directors passes away on January 31, 2009
Colonel (Rtd) Douglas A. Fraser, Secretary of the Board of Directors of Peacebuild and a member of the network since its beginnings in the late-1990s, died on Saturday evening in hospital in Ottawa among family and friends after a brief illness.  

 

Doug had been a volunteer Board member of Peacebuild since 2005 and played a very supportive role in the network’s revitalization in 2007 and 2008, as well as participating on a regular basis in the Peace Operations and Small Arms working groups and other activities.

 

He brought with him a tremendous range of professional experience, including 40 years of military service with the Canadian Forces, experience at the United Nations as a Canadian military advisor and subsequently as a UN conventional arms control expert, peacekeeping and peace operations training expertise and weapons inspections expertise gained as a UN inspector in Mosul prior to the second Iraq war.

 

In 1996, he became an external faculty member of the Pearson Peacekeeping Centre and directed courses in Canada and in Haiti, Bosnia, Ukraine and elsewhere.  At the same time he served on the advisory board of the UN’s Department of Peace Operations Lessons Learned Unit. He also was part of the advisory group for the UNDP’s Programme of Coordination and Assistance for Security and Development in West Africa. More recently, he was Chief of Programs with the PPC and then Director Special Projects.

 

As a soldier, he began his career in the Black Watch Regiment and later served in The Royal Canadian Regiment in Germany, Ghana, Cyprus, Australia, the US and Canada.  He was a graduate of the Canadian Land Forces Command and Staff College, a member of the Directing Staff of the Australian Staff College and a graduate of the United States Army War College. He retired from the Canadian Forces in 1993.

 Information about funeral arrangements will be forwarded when it becomes available.
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Invitation to a discussion of implementation of UNSCR 1325 with Fellow  

Kate McInturff, Ph.D. Coordinator of Gender and Peacebuilding Working Group of Peacebuild will be meeting with Nuala Lawlor and has extended the invitation to the members of the Forum. Nuala is a foreign service officer with the Canadian Government, with previous postings to Venezuela and Sudan. She is currently on maternity leave from DFAIT, and has received funding from the Canadian organization - the Walter and Duncan Gordon Foundation - to undertake research on gender and peacekeeping at the Kofi Annan International Peacekeeping Training Center in Accra, Ghana and is focusing on the implementation of UNSCR 1325 by Canada. The meeting will take place at the Peacebuild office, 1 Nicholas Street, Suite 1216, Ottawa.
Internship / Volunteer Opportunity – Peacebuild multimedia project

Peacebuild is currently working on a new multimedia project for its website. The aim of the project is to produce a series of informative and objective, video segments (podcasts) that showcase Canadians involved in conflict situations or issues and their appraisal of how the field of peacebuilding is changing. Peacebuild is currently looking for students or volunteers who would be interested in helping with one or several aspects of this project.
More information available  
Photo Exhibition on child soldiers

The ‘Children of war: Broken childhood’ photo exhibition will be displayed at the United Nations headquarters in New York until January 31, 2009. 

More information available
childRIGHT journal - Call for articles

childRIGHT is a journal explaining and commenting on all aspects of law and policy affecting children and young people in England and Wales. Published 10 times a year, childRIGHT provides an up-to-date summary and discussion of proposed and implemented legislation, current news items, feature articles by leading experts from key agencies and academic institutions. If you would like to contribute an article or news item to childRIGHT, email clcmedia@essex.ac.uk.

Course on Armed conflict, human rights and humanitarian law

The distance learning course is aimed at practitioners and professionals who want to gain knowledge in the field of the law of armed conflict, university students of international law, international relations, politics and other areas and NGO staff members. 20 April to 28 June 2009, Application deadline is 15 February 2009.

Application Form
Write the wrong 2009 – Essay competition
Canada's top media personalities and The Walrus Magazine join jhr (Journalists for Human Rights) in launching Write the Wrong, Canada's largest human rights essay competition. Created to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the UN adoption of the Declaration of the Rights of the Child, it encourages high school students across Canada to write 1000 words on the subject of child rights. The winning essay will be published on The Walrus Magazine website and on jhr's new website. The author will also receive a Mac Mini and be invited, along with the other top 5 essay writers, to jhr's Youth Human Rights Training Conference in August. 
More informaiton available
Violence Against Women & Girls: A Compendium of Monitoring & Evaluation Indicators

Developed by MEASURE Evaluation, at the request of USAID, the goal was to develop a set of monitoring and evaluation indicators for program managers, organizations, and policy makers who are working to address violence against women and girls at the individual, community, district/provincial and national levels in developing countries. 
​​Full Compendium 

Human Rights Watch World Report 2009

15 January 2009 - The 19th annual World Report summarizes human rights conditions in more than 90 countries and territories worldwide. It reflects extensive investigative work undertaken in 2008 by Human Rights Watch staff, usually in close partnership with human rights activists in the country in question. The report notes the signing into law of the US Child Soldiers Accountability Act and makes mention of the use and recruitment of child soldiers in Sri Lanka, Nepal, Chad.
Full Report (Human Rights Watch)

Save the Children Norway – 2008 Publications on peace building, child participation and more
Save the Children Norway’s evaluation and research on Children’s participation in armed conflict, post conflict and peace building has produced several publications and Global Reports such as: Adult’s War and young generation’s peace: Children’s participation in armed conflict, post conflict and peace building Global Report
Summary of Country Reports: Bosnia-Herzegovina, Guatemala, Nepal, Uganda
I painted peace – a Handbook on peace building for children and young people Handbook
Kit of tools for participatory research and evaluation with children, young people and adults Kit of tools
Searching together-Formative Dialogue Research made easy Dialogue
Ethical Guidelines Guidelines
Justice and Reconciliation Project 2008 Annual Report on DDR in Northern Uganda, former LRA child soldiers and more
Inside the report you will find summaries of key research conducted by the Justice and Reconciliation Project, including: With or Without Peace: DDR in Northern Uganda

Sharing the Burden of the Past: Peer support and self help among former LRA army youth.

Complicating Victims and Perpetrators: Reflections on Dominic Ongwen; Massacre in Mucwini.
In addition, you will read about the media, local and policy impacts, including engagement with local leaders, Government institutions and the LRA.

Report available
Book on monitoring and evaluation systems

Country-led monitoring and evaluation systems: Better evidence, better policies, better development results was produced by UNICEF in partnership with the World Bank, UN Economic Commission for Europe, IDEAS (International Development Evaluation Association), IOCE (International organisation for Cooperation in Evaluation), DevInfo and MICS. This publication tries to bring together the vision, lessons learned and good practices from twenty-one stakeholders on how country-led monitoring and evaluation systems can enhance evidence-based policy making.
Publication available (CRIN News)
Crimes of war: educator’s guide 

The intention of this educator's guide is to make prominent writings of field journalists on war crimes accessible to youth, young adults, and future decision makers, as well as to inform the general public. It provides content on war crimes in a variety of ways: creating thematic groupings from Crimes of War, summarizing articles, providing discussion questions and in-depth activities, defining terms, and referencing additional film, print and web resources. It is intended for use in senior level high school classes, advanced placement classes and university classes and contains a thematic chapter on child soldiers.
Educator's guide
Book now available - The bite of the Mango

The astounding true story of Mariatu Kamara, a girl, who at age 12, was attacked and tortured by armed rebel soldiers, many no older than children themselves, in Sierra Leone is now available in most bookstores. In this memoir, Mariatu shares the details of her attack, its aftermath, and her eventual arrival in Toronto. Now 22, she is a college student and UNICEF Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict. To request a complimentary copy, please write to annickpress@annickpress.com

	Omar Khadr - Guantanamo

	Harper ne bronche pas

WASHINGTON, 13 January 2009 - Le sénateur Roméo Dallaire,  en compagnie de l'ex-enfant soldat Ishmael Beah ainsi que de l'ancien procureur au tribunal pour crimes de guerre en Sierra Leone, David Crane, lequel avait alors décidé de ne pas traduire en justice les enfants soldats, tente de convaincre le prochain président américain, Barack Obama, qui veut fermer la prison américaine de Guantanamo, d'abandonner du même coup les procédures judiciaires contre Omar Khadr, seul ressortissant occidental à y être encore détenu.

	Lire l'article (Radio-Canada)

	Related article - Harper, federal lawyers at odds over Khadr trial (Toronto Star)

	Related article - Dallaire urges Obama to release Khadr (Globe and Mail)

	Rights groups urge Obama to stop Khadr trial

	WASHINGTON, 13 January 2009 - Right groups challenged president-elect Barack Obama yesterday to stop the war-crimes trial of Canadian Omar Khadr, the first terrorist suspect scheduled to go on trial at Guantanamo only six days after the inauguration. The groups also called on Obama to immediately suspend pending proceedings against Mohammed Jawad, an Afghan who is also charged before the military commissions for crimes allegedly committed when he was 16 or 17.

	Full article (Globe and Mail)

	Similar article -Leading Rights Groups Urge Obama to Stop Guantanamo Proceedings Against Child Soldiers (Human Rights Watch)

	Similar article Rights groups alarmed by Obama's pace on Gitmo - Political Currents - MiamiHerald.com (Miami Herald)

	Khadr charges may be dropped: Lawyers

	NEW YORK, 12 January 2009 - Charges against Omar Khadr will be dropped "without prejudice" shortly after Barack Obama's inauguration Jan. 20 as president, the Canada-born terror suspect's U.S. military lawyers predicted Monday.

	Full article (Ottawa Citizen)

	Court to hear arguments over detainee's confession

	WASHINGTON, 13 January 2009 - Military prosecutors on Tuesday were to ask the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit to allow them to use Mohammed Jawad's confession against him during his trial by military commission, which had previously been thrown out by a military judge, who ruled the man had been tortured. Jawad is accused of throwing a grenade that injured two American soldiers and their interpreter in Kabul in 2002, when he was 16 or 17. Jawad is being held at the U.S. military prison at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, one of the youngest detainees there.

	Full article (Associated Press)

	Similar article - Lueur d'espoir pour Omar Khadr (Radio Canada)

	Ignatieff réclame le retour d’Omar Khadr

	16 Janvier 2009 - Dans une déclaration, le chef de l'opposition officielle affirme, contrairement à l'opinion du premier ministre Stephen Harper, que la détention d'Omar Khadr à Guantánamo «est une violation des principes fondamentaux du droit». La détention du citoyen canadien, estime-t-il, est «arbitraire et illégale». «Les règles de procédure et le droit de l'inculpé à un procès dans un délai raisonnable devant un tribunal juste et impartial ont été enfreints, de même que ses droits à titre d'enfant-soldat en vertu de la Convention des Nations unies pour les droits des enfants», précise M. Ignatieff.

	Lire l'article (La Presse)

	Les temps changent à Guantanamo

	14 Janvier 2009 - L'un des premiers prisonniers envoyés dans la prison américaine de Guantanamo, à Cuba, devra être libéré par les États-Unis, en vertu d'un jugement fédéral. Arrêté dans une mosquée au Pakistan en 2001, à l'âge de 14 ans, Mohamed Al-Gharani a été transféré dans le centre de détention américain en 2002. Le juge Richard Leon a estimé que le jeune homme, aussi appelé Yousuf et qui est maintenant âgé de 21 ans, n'était pas un « combattant ennemi ».

	Lire l'article (Radio-Canada)



	UN official asks Obama to stop Khadr trial

	18 January 2009 - A top United Nations official has appealed to U.S. president-elect Barack Obama's transition team to halt the trial of Canadian Omar Khadr, arguing that it would set a bad precedent to prosecute a child soldier. Radhika Coomaraswamy, the United Nations' Special Representative for Children in Armed Conflict, issued an urgent appeal to Obama's advisors just days before his inauguration and the scheduled start of Khadr's trial. 

	Full article (Toronto Star)

	Aveux d’Omar Khadr

20 Janvier 2009 - Lundi, lors des audiences préliminaires d'Omar Khadr, à la prison de Guantanamo, à Cuba, un agent du FBI a déclaré qu'Omar Khadr lui a dit avoir vu le Canadien Maher Arar dans un camp d'entraînement d'Al-Qaïda en Afghanistan. Selon l'agent Robert Fuller, Omar Khadr a identifié Maher Arar à partir de photographies qui lui ont été présentées lors d'interrogatoires plusieurs mois après son arrestation en Afghanistan, à l'été 2002.

	Lire l'article (Radio-Canada)

	Similar article - Khadr identified Arar as visitor (Montreal Gazette)

	Ipsos Reid poll on repatriation of Omar Khadr

20 January 2009 - The results of a new Ipsos Reid poll conducted on behalf of Canwest News Service and Global Television reveals that two in three (64%) Canadians 'support' (27% very much/36% somewhat) 'Prime Minister Harper asking the Americans to repatriate Mr. Khadr and bring him back to Canada'. 

Full article (Market Wire)

Canada to reassess position on Omar Khadr

	21 January 2009 - Prime minister has ‘no excuse’ for refusing Khadr’s return to Canada, says defense lawyer. "…clearly, Canada and Mr. Khadr’s counsel and everyone involved in these cases will be reassessing their positions," Defence Minister, Peter MacKay told reporters, while adding the matter must be examined by Justice Minister Rob Nicholson.

	Full article (CBC News)

	Un premier geste d’Obama

	21 Janvier 2009 - Le nouveau président des États-Unis, Barack Obama, a ordonné aux procureurs des tribunaux d'exception de Guantanamo de demander l'arrêt des procédures pendant 120 jours, selon une motion distribuée à la presse mardi soir. L’avocat militaire Bill Kuebler a dit que les avocats de la défense s'opposaient à cette proposition, demandant plutôt que les accusations soient rejetées sans préjudice. Les accusations pourraient ainsi être déposées plus tard, dans un autre système judiciaire. 

	Lire l'article (Radio-Canada)
Obama orders Guantanamo closure

22 January 2009 - US President Barack Obama has ordered the Guantanamo Bay prison camp to be closed within one year. All overseas CIA detention centres, set up to interrogate terror suspects, are also to be closed. Signing the orders, Mr Obama said the US would continue to fight terror, but maintain "our values and our ideals".
Full article (BBC News)

Affaire Khadr: Ottawa semble ne plus savoir sur quel pied danser
22 Janvier 2009 - «La position du gouvernement n'a pas changé», a réagi Kory Teneycke, porte-parole du premier ministre canadien, en réaffirmant que l'affaire doit être traitée par la justice aux États-Unis avant que d'autres «options» puissent éventuellement être examinées.
Lire l'article (Le Devoir)

Article similaire - Omar Khadr: le Canada pourrait réviser sa position - (La Presse)

Article similaire - Dossier Omar Khadr : Ottawa n'interviendra pas - (Radio-Canada)

La Havane insiste sur la fermeture de Guantanamo

23 Janvier 2009 - Le chef d'Etat cubain Raul Castro a déclaré que son pays insisterait «plus fermement» désormais sur la fermeture de la base navale américaine de Guantanamo, dans un entretien publié vendredi par le quotidien russe Izvestia.

Lire l'article (Agence-France Presse)
Freed by the U.S., Saudi Becomes al Qaeda Chief

22 January 2009, The emergence of a former Guantánamo Bay detainee as the deputy leader of Al Qaeda’s Yemeni branch has underscored the potential complications in carrying out the executive order President Obama signed Thursday that the detention center be shut down within a year. The militant, Said Ali al-Shihri, is suspected of involvement in a deadly bombing of the United States Embassy in Yemen’s capital, Sana, in September. He was released to Saudi Arabia in 2007 and passed through a Saudi rehabilitation program for former jihadists before resurfacing with Al Qaeda in Yemen.

Full article (New York Times)

Similar article - Guantánamo detainee resurfaces in terrorist group - International Herald Tribune – (International Herald Tribune)

Khadr comment pleases Liberals

OTTAWA, 23 January 2009 – Defence Minister Peter MacKay's suggestion the Conservative government might soften its opposition to the repatriation of Omar Khadr was a welcome sign that someone in the party is grappling with the issue, says Liberal MP Bob Rae.
Full article (Toronto Star)

Torture : une association veut la publication des mémos de l’ère Bush
28 Janvier 2009 - L'Association américaine de défense des libertés publiques (ACLU) a demandé mercredi au ministère de la Justice que soient publiés «le plus tôt possible» les «mémos secrets qui ont servi de base juridique» aux politiques controversées d'anti-terrorisme sous George W. Bush. Selon le site d'information américain Propublica qui les a listés, s'ils sont rendus publics, ces mémos montreraient comment l'administration Bush avait par exemple prévu une argumentation juridique pour que les détenus de Guantanamo ne bénéficient pas des Conventions de Genève ou que certaines méthodes d'interrogatoire ne puissent être comparées à de la torture. 

Full article (La Presse)

Judge rejects Obama bid to stall Gitmo trial

29 January 2009 - A military judge at Guantanamo on Thursday rejected a White House request to suspend a hearing for a USS Cole bombing suspect, creating an unexpected challenge for the Obama administration as it reviews the U.S. war-crimes trials process. The judge, Army Col. James Pohl, said his decision was difficult but necessary to protect “the public interest in a speedy trial.” The ruling came in the case against Abd al-Rahim al-Nashiri, the alleged mastermind of the 2000 Navy destroyer bombing that killed 17 U.S. sailors in Yemen. It seemed to take the Pentagon completely by surprise.

Full article (Globe and Mail)


Afghanistan - Speaker series: Canada’s engagement in Afghanistan
McGill University’s Centre for developing area studies presents guest speaker Vincent Raiche from the Canadian International Development Agency. Thursday, 5 February 2009, 2:30 to 3:30 pm. Peterson Hall Room 310, 3460 McTavish. For information contact CDAS by email at adm.cdas@mcgill.ca or call 514-398-3507. 
Afghanistan - UN condemns Taliban use of children 
19 January 2009 – A senior United Nations official today strongly condemned the increasing number of attacks using and targeting children in Afghanistan and Pakistan, including both as victims and perpetrators of suicide bombings, which have been claimed by the Taliban and other armed groups.
Full article (UN News Centre)

Afghanistan – Kandahar schoolgirls triumph over terrorism

KANDAHAR, 30 January 2009 - It was an attack, vicious even by Afghanistan's violent standards, that shocked the world: A group of men on motorbikes surprised a group of school girls and teachers as they walked to school last November and sprayed their faces with acid. Now, in what is being billed as a triumph over terrorism in this war-ravaged land, most of the 1,300 students – some with permanent scars on their cheeks and damaged vision – have returned to school full time.

Full article (Globe and Mail)
Angola – Child soldiers: the brothers trained to kill each other

27 January 2009 - Luis Samacumbi and his brother were kidnapped, forced to fight and almost killed each other. As Thomas Lubanga stands trial at the International Criminal Court for using child soldiers, this article tells the story of one family caught up in Africa's civil wars. 

Full article (The Telegraph)

Burundi – Burundi rebels vow to free child soldiers: AU

BUJUMBURA, 17 January 2009 – Burundi's FNL rebel group vowed Saturday to release child soldiers in their ranks by the end of January, the latest step in the country's fledgling peace process, an official said.

Full article (Agence France Presse)

Chad – Committee on Rights of Child examines report 
14 January 2009 – The Committee reviewed the 2nd periodic report of Chad. On safety and security, it was extremely important that recruitment of children in all armed groups was stopped. Children had to be protected from the culture of violence and, in particular, schools should be a place for peace and education, not violence. The country reported problems with its Centre of Hope for Children when former child soldiers it had been hosting trashed it. 
Full article (ReliefWeb)
Congo – Tale of a child soldier in Congo

28 January 2009 - The International Criminal Court has begun its first full trial of a Congolese warlord, Thomas Lubanga, over the forced recruitment of child soldiers to his rebel militia. As an underage combatant in the Union of Congolese Patriots (UPC), Jonathan Sukulu bore witness to the mass killings, rape and torture of civilians. Now in his 20s, he says he is still scarred by his part in Congo's civil war.

Full article The Guardian)

Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) – UN official urges release of all children soldiers
13 January 2009 - After meeting with a group of 20 children recently removed from the grasp of local militia in North Kivu, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for the DRC, Alan Doss, spoke on local UN-backed Radio Okapi calling for the return of all boys and girls fighting in the war zone. 
Full article (UN News Centre)

Similar article - MONUC reunifies 20 children (formerly associated with armed groups) with their families - (MONUC)
RDC – La Cour Pénale Internationale confirme le début du procès contre M. Lubango Dyilo
LA HAYE, 13 Janvier 2009 - La Cour Pénale Internationale a confirmé le début du procès contre M. Lubango Dyilo, le 26 janvier, 2009. Fondateur et dirigeant de l’Union des patriotes congolais (UPC), il est accusé de crimes de guerre consistant en la conscription et à l’enrôlement d’enfants de moins de 15 ans dans les FPLC, l’aile militaire de l’UPC, et les faire participer activement à des hostilités en Ituri, de septembre 2002 au 13 août 2003. 

Lire l'avis (Cour Pénale Internationale)
Similar article - DRC: ICC’s First Trial Focuses on Child Soldiers  - (Human Rights Watch)
DRC – LRA slaughters 620 in ‘Christmas Massacres’
16 January 2009 - Combatants of the rebel Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) brutally massacred at least 620 civilians and abducted more than 160 children between December 24 and January 13 in northern Democratic Republic of Congo, said Human Rights Watch and Justice Plus, a Congolese human rights organization. Many of the victims were killed or abducted in three simultaneous attacks on December 24 and 25, 2008. 

Full article (Human Rights Watch)

DRC – Committee on the Rights of the Child examines the rights of children in armed conflict
21 January 2009 - The Committee observed that a major obstacle was the armed conflict and until peace was established, the State was under the obligation to respect and ensure the rights of children during armed conflict. Armed forces and all warring factions had to respect those rights, such as the right to be free from abuse and violence, and that victims received rehabilitation and perpetrators were brought to justice.  It was recommended that the Government create a Children's Ombudsman, in accordance with the Paris Principles, as well as a national plan for children, with a special emphasis on marginalized children, including children affected by armed conflict. 
Full article (Office of the UNHCHR)
DRC – Congo warlord denies war crimes

26 January 2009 - Former Congolese militia leader Thomas Lubanga has pleaded not guilty to six charges of recruiting child soldiers aged under 15, at the International Criminal Court. Children were abducted on their way to school or to sports fields, Mr Moreno-Ocampo said, and young girls were taken as "sexual slaves" by militia commanders as soon as they reached puberty. Given the damage done to his victims, Mr Moreno-Ocampo said he would seek a "very severe" sentence of "close to the maximum" of 30 years. Mr Lubanga insists he was trying to bring peace to Ituri, a region in eastern DRC wracked by years of conflict between rival groups seeking to control its vast mineral wealth. 
Full article (BBC News)

Article similaire -  La CPI s'attaque aux enfants-soldats - (Le Devoir)
Similar article - Congo militia leader Thomas Lubanga 'trained child soldiers to kill' | World news | guardian.co.uk - (The Guardian)

DRC - Paying for sending children to war

27 January 2009 - The Lubanga trial has special significance for his victims in Ituri. But its importance also reaches all around the globe. It sends a message to all commanders with children in their ranks that they cannot continue to exploit children this way without being branded war criminals and risking imprisonment. Child recruiters are beginning to take notice. The special representative to the UN secretary-general on children and armed conflict, Radhika Coomaraswamy, says that when she meets with leaders of armed groups about their use of child soldiers, they often express concern about possible ICC prosecution.
Full article (The Guardian)

DRC – ICC trial screening turns sour in Bunia

27 January 2009 - A live screening of the International Criminal Court's maiden trial in the DRC province where the alleged crimes took place was halted on 26 January because of security concerns. Police deployed extra officers after hundreds more people than expected turned up at a public hall in Bunia, capital of Ituri district, to see the opening of the case of Thomas Lubanga, the former head of the Union of Congolese Patriots (UPC). Many who came to follow the trial were UPC supporters. Some threatened to throw stones and cause damage if they were not admitted to the already packed hall. 
Full article (IRIN News)
DRC – UNICEF calls for an end to LRA abductions and attacks in DR Congo

27 January 2009 - UNICEF today called for an immediate end to abductions, forced recruitment and extreme violence against children and women in North-Eastern DRC. It has also extended emergency responses for separated children and internally displaced persons. “More people have been killed over the past few weeks in Haut-Uele than over the last six months in North Kivu, said Vu Thi, UNICEF Representative in the DRC. The number of children abducted has reached horrible proportions”. “We urge all armed groups to immediately end deliberate attacks against civilians, the recruitment and use of children, and to release all children in their ranks”, she said.

Full article (UNICEF Press Centre)

RDC – Un témoin accuse Thomas Lubanga devant la CPI puis se rétracte

28 Janvier 2009 - Le premier témoin du premier procès de la Cour pénale internationale (CPI) à La Haye s'est rétracté mercredi peu après avoir accusé les troupes de l'ancien chef de milice congolais Thomas Lubanga de l'avoir enrôlé.

Lire l'article (La Presse)

DRC – Witness ‘trained child soldiers’

30 January 2009 - The International Criminal Court in The Hague has heard from a man who says he trained children to use Kalashnikovs for warlord Thomas Lubanga. The unnamed former militia fighter was giving evidence at Mr Lubanga's trial for war crimes allegedly committed during the five-year civil conflict. 

Full article (BBC News)

DRC – UN raises concerns over civilians in east

28 January 2009 - Alan Doss, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s envoy in the DRC, is touring the east of the country. On 25 January, he called on all armed groups to free children still in their ranks. He said the integration of members of these groups into the national army or civilian life "should not serve as a pretext to recruit or re-recruit children. Those who have been recruited should be freed immediately." Aid agencies working with child protection estimate there are 3,000 underage fighters in the ranks of armed groups in DRC, most of them in the two Kivu provinces. Accurate assessments of the precise number have been hampered by the resumption of fighting in North Kivu since August 2008. 
Full article (IRIN News)
India - Send a letter to Chief Minister of Orissa on plans to recruit youth 

Send a letter to Chief Minister of Orissa on possible recruiting of tribal youth as special police officers (SPOs). An investigation by Human Rights Watch in Chhattisgarh found that police often recruited SPOs with little regard for minimum age standards, and that many children, including some as young as 14, were recruited and used for dangerous armed operations. Such practices place children at grave risk, and violate India’s obligations under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict, to which India became a party to in 2005.

Letter available (Human Rights Watch)

India – Child soldiers recruited in Indian states

NEW DELHI, 23 January 2009 - In India, recruitment of child soldiers in different states, facing armed conflict, is on the rise. This was highlighted in a report "Still out of Focus — Status of India’s Children’ — released on Friday in New Delhi by Shantha Sinha, Chairperson of Indian National Commission for the Protection of Child Rights. Among these armed conflict regions, Chattisgarh was found to be recruiting the largest number of children and training them to use weapons and explosives. Both Naxalites and the state-sponsored militia, were recruiting boys and girls and taking them to special training camps to mould them into professional fighters.

Full article (Kashmir Media Service)
India – Don’t recruit children into special police

27 January 2009 - The Orissa state government in India should develop and put into effect measures to ensure that children are not recruited as "special police officers," Human Rights Watch said in a letter released today, to Orissa's Chief Minister Navin Patnaik. Human Rights Watch also expressed concern that special police officers (SPOs), an auxiliary force, were being used in armed operations against Maoist insurgents, known as Naxalites, contrary to Indian law.
Full article (Human Rights Watch)

Israel/occupied Palestine territories – Gaza children found with mothers’ corpses

8 January 2009 - In an unusually blunt criticism, the Geneva-based International Committee of the Red Cross said it had been seeking access to shell-damaged areas in Zeitoun in the east of Gaza City since Saturday but the Israeli authorities granted permission only on Wednesday - the first day that Israel allowed a three-hour lull in the attacks on Gaza on humanitarian grounds. Because of berms built by Israeli forces, the ambulances could not enter the area so “the children and the wounded had to be taken to the ambulances on a donkey cart,” the statement said.
Full article (New York Times)
Israel / oPt - Tens of thousands flee Rafah

TEL AVIV, 9 January 2009 - Palestinian medical officials in Gaza said the death toll has exceeded 770 people, with over 3,250 wounded. A doctor at Gaza’s main Al-Shifa hospital said that in recent days 80 percent of the dead and wounded were women and children, and officials estimated that over half of all those killed in the military campaign were civilians.

Full article (IRIN News)

Israel / oPt – Threat of epidemics in Gaza
RAMALLAH, 9 January 2009 - The total halt to vaccinations in Gaza since the Israeli offensive began on 27 December could result in epidemics, a risk increased by Gaza’s high population density and dire living conditions, the WHO) warned on 8 January. "Stopping the vaccinations has serious implications for children in Gaza," UNICEF spokesperson Merixie Mercato based in Jerusalem.

Full article (IRIN News)

Israel / oPt - Gaza’s children in the firing line

8 January 2009 - When asked about the high number of child fatalities, Israeli Defence Ministry spokesman Maj Peter Lerner told IRIN: “Hamas is taking advantage of the civilian population, using them as shields.”  Children are at risk of long-term psychological damage and may seek militant groups to join to replace their lost father figures.

Full article (IRIN News)

Israel / oPt - Gaza children increasingly traumatised - specialists

RAMALLAH , 13 January 2009 - As the Israeli aerial and ground bombardment continues in Gaza, the number of trauma cases is growing, say specialists. “The reality is that this current violence is already compounding high levels of trauma in children in Gaza,” said World Vision UK’s head of emergency affairs, Ian Gray. “There’s the initial impact on children, which we’re already seeing - frequent bed-wetting, nightmares, and a heartbreaking loss of hope - but there’s also the long-term trauma that will devastate for years to come.” 
Full article (IRIN News)
Israel / oPt - Statement By UNICEF Executive Director Ann M. Veneman regarding the humanitarian operation in Gaza

8 January 2009 - UNICEF is deeply concerned that the ongoing violence has forced UNRWA to suspend its humanitarian operation in Gaza. This can only deepen an already critical humanitarian situation and put children at even greater risk of death or permanent damage. The distribution of food, water, fuel and medicine should not be impeded.
Full article (UNICEF)
Israel / oPt - Number of child casualties still rising in Gaza
JERUSALEM, 9 January 2009 - The number of children being killed and injured in the fighting in Gaza continues to climb and the humanitarian situation is becoming more desperate every day. "Nowhere is safe for children and their families in Gaza at the moment," said Patricia McPhillips, UNICEF Representative in OPT.
Full article (UNICEF)

Israel / oPt –Effect of conflict on Gaza’s children ‘devastating’ 

13 January 2009 - The United Nations body monitoring a key global treaty enshrining the rights of children voiced its deep concern today at the impact of the ongoing conflict in Gaza, which has killed or injured hundreds of young people, and warned that the effects of recent events on an entire generation of children will be severe.

Full article UN News Centre)

Israel / oPt – Hotlines support Gaza residents

RAMALLAH, 15 January 2009 - Palestinians in Gaza, who are becoming increasingly traumatised as Israel’s bombardment of the tiny coastal enclave continues, are reaching out for psycho-social support via toll-free crisis-lines run by NGOs and aid agencies. Social worker Abed Rahhal, 28, told IRIN: “We do our best to listen. About 70 percent of the callers are children and most children tell me they are afraid to die.”

Full article (IRIN News)

Israel / oPt - Injured Gaza children in Belgium 

15 January 2009 - Six seriously injured Palestinian children have been flown to Belgium from the war-torn Gaza Strip for treatment in Brussels hospitals. Belgian RTBF radio says Belgium is the first European country to receive Palestinian children injured in the current violence in Gaza.
Full article (BBC News)

Israel/oPt – In Gaza, nearly one-third of fatalities are children

NEW YORK, 16 January 2009 -  After three weeks of fighting, the Office of the UN’s Humanitarian Coordinator (OCHA) reports that nearly one-third of those killed in the Gaza Strip – some 340 – were children, and that 1600 more children have been moderately to severely injured. Yesterday was the worst day for fatalities, according to OCHA, with 24 children killed.
Full article (UNICEF News)
Israel / oPt – DCI concerned by increase in arrests of West Bank children

RAMALLAH, 17 January 2006 – Defense for Children International-Palestine is concerned by the recent increase in the number of children arrested by the Israeli authorities in the West Bank. DCI-Palestine lawyers have observed that the number of children brought to the Israeli Military Courts in pre-trial hearings in the first two weeks of January was twice as high as numbers in 2008.
Full article (DCI Palestine section)
Israel / oPt – IOF attacks 3rd UNRWA shelter
19 January 2009 - The Israeli Occupation Forces has stepped up its attacks on the shelters and installations of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency in the Gaza Strip. Today, the IOF fired artillery and Phosphorus shells onto an UNRWA school that shelters civilians in Beit Lahia, killing children and injuring many civilians.
Full article (CRIN)
Israel/oPt – UN investigator sees evidence of war crimes in Gaza

22 January 2009 - There is evidence that Israel committed war crimes during its 22-day campaign in the Gaza Strip and there should be an independent inquiry, said U.N. investigator Richard Falk."There could have been temporary provision at least made for children, disabled, sick civilians to leave, even if where they left to was southern Israel," the U.S. professor said. Falk said the entire Gaza population, which had been trapped in a war zone with no possibility to leave as refugees, may have been mentally scarred for life. If so, the definition of casualty could be extended to the entire civilian population.

Full article (Reuters)
Israel/oPt – UXO threat to children in Gaza
TEL AVIV, 26 January 2009 - On 20 January two Palestinian children were killed by unexploded ordnance (UXO) in the Shaaf area, near Jabalia, east of Gaza city, highlighting a new threat to people’s lives in Gaza. “It is becoming clear that unexploded munitions in civilian areas represent another major new danger,” said an ICRC assessment published on 21 January. 
Full article (IRIN News)
Israel/oPt – The childhoods blighted by war

24 January 2009 - Half of the people of Gaza, who weathered a three-week Israeli offensive this month, are children. Natalia Antelava, who grew up in the middle of a war, asks what scars the violence will have left on the young people who witnessed it.
Full article (BBC News)
Israel/oPt – Special Representative to visit

2 February 2009 - Ms. Radhika Coomaraswamy, Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict will be visiting the occupied Palestinian territory and Israel from 2 to 6 February 2009. The objective is to ascertain first hand the situation of children in Gaza and also to visit Southern Israel. The Special Representative will liaise with stakeholders to ensure that children are protected and their needs are addressed in the aftermath of the recent hostilities. 

Full article (CRIN) 

Israel/oPt – 10 Key steps to building a future for the children of Gaza

As in all conflicts, children and youth are among the most vulnerable. With 56 percent of the population in Gaza being children, this translates into some 850.000 children in urgent need of a future perspective. Op Ed by Karen Abu Aayd the Commissioner General of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency, and Sweden’s Minister for Development Co-operation, Gunilla Carlsson have defined 10 key steps to building the future for the children of Gaza. 
Full article (CRIN)
Kenya – Drought exacerbating conflict and affecting children’s education
ISIOLO, 2 February 2009 - Clashes over water and pasture have significantly increased in the drought-affected pastoralist areas of north-eastern Kenya, officials said.  The clashes have forced children out of school. "Many children, more than 1,000 from the Baragoi area [in Samburu] have moved with their parents and they will not be going back to school soon," Joseph Leparua, a member of a local NGO, the Samburu Community Development Support, said.
Full article (IRIN News)
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea – Committee on rights of child examines the OPCA
23 January 2009 - In its 50th session, the Committee on the rights of the child examined the report of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. The response by the delegation was that there was no armed conflict in the country and the Government did not send children to fight in other countries. 
Full article (Office of the UNHCHR)
Liberia – Liberia’s psychiatric wasteland for ex-child soldiers
14 January 2009 - Experts have said that mental health issues were not taken into account in Liberia's UN-backed demobilisation programme, which focussed on the handing in of weapons. Like zombies from a nightmare, about 50 teenage boys and girls amble hollow-eyed on the lawn of Liberia's sole psychiatric hospital, drug-laced casualties of a civil war fought using children.
Full article (AFP)
Liberia – Trading weapons for makeup brushes but still no jobs

MONROVIA, 2 February 2009 - Tony Clarke traded two grenades for a set of combs, makeup brushes, nail varnish and a short course in cosmetology. He is also one of 101,000 former fighters to take part in a UN-led disarmament, demobilisation, rehabilitation and reintegration (DDRR) process following the end of the war six years ago.
Full article (IRIN News)
Maldives – Committee on the rights of the child examines report

26 January 2009 - It was appreciated that, in November 2002, the minimum age of recruitment to the armed forces had been raised to 18 years, and that applicants had to undergo a dialogue with recruiting personnel to determine their actual level of maturity for such service. It was said to be good news that the Maldives has traditionally been a peaceful nation with little or no armed conflicts, but that relevant legislation and measures needed to be put in place to ensure that the rights of the child were protected with regard to armed conflict. 
Full article (Office of the UNHCHR) 

Republic of Moldova – Committee on Rights of the child examines report
20 January, 2009 - The Deputy Minister of Defence of the Republic of Moldova, confirmed that the minimum age for recruitment and enlistment for military service was 18 years and that it was also prohibited by law to involve children in military activities. Preliminary observations by the Committee Expert serving as Rapporteur for the initial report, noted that the Optional Protocol was being complied with in the main. There were just a few issues, surrounding the recruits between 16 and 18, and asylum-seekers affected by war, but they were basically minor issues.
Full article (UNOG News)
Nigeria – Girl shot dead in Nigerian Delta
29 January 2009 - An 11-year-old girl has been shot dead as she tried to prevent militants kidnapping her brother in Nigeria's oil-producing Niger Delta region. The children's father works for Royal Dutch Shell, a company spokesman said. Earlier in the day, a Catholic priest kidnapped on Sunday was released after a militant leader told the group holding him to let him go. Militant groups have been kidnapping oil company employees and their families since 2006 as part of a campaign that has cut oil production by some 20%. 

Full article (BBC News)
Pakistan – Fresh attacks on Pakistan schools

19 January 2009 - Taleban militants have blown up another five schools in north-west Pakistan, officials say, despite a government pledge to safeguard education. The militants have destroyed more than 150 government schools over the past year, most of them for girls.

Full article (BBC News)
Similar article - Swat militants driving girls out of school (IRIN News)
Philippines – Mindanao children under stress 
SAMBULAWAN, 28 January 2009 - An increasing number of children on conflict-stricken Mindanao Island are suffering from stress after more than five months of fighting between government forces and the separatist Moro Islamic Liberation Front. UNICEF has taken steps in addressing the psycho-social wellbeing of children as part of its emergency response effort, including working with various groups to facilitate access by displaced families to safe and secure surroundings and basic services; to restore schooling or provide alternative learning opportunities and to establish child-friendly spaces where structured group activities and learning can take place. The agency has organised the Child Protection Network in Central Mindanao, a group of 10 local and international organizations.
Full article (IRIN News)
Singapore – Ratifies Optional Protocol on the Right of the Child
6 January 2009 - Singapore today ratified the Optional Protocol to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) on the involvement of children in armed conflict.
Full article (Malaysian National News Agency)
Somalia – The child soldiers of a lost war
17 January 2009 - Child soldiers, members of the feared Somali Islamist Insurgency, were abandoned by Ethiopian troops at a Mogadishu base. They were there to support an interim but unpopular Western-backed government. The Islamic rebels have denied recruiting child soldiers, but UNICEF's Christian Balslev-Olesen, claims there is ample evidence to the contrary. The UN estimates there are about 300,000 child soldiers in the region.

Full article (Irish Independent)

Somalia – UXOs pose grave danger to returnees
NAIROBI, 29 January 2009 - Zahra Osman and her family spent 18 months in a crowded camp for displaced people on the outskirts of the capital. When Ethiopian troops pulled out of her Mogadishu neighbourhood recently, she hurried to return home. Dahir Mohamed, deputy director of Madina Hospital - the largest in the city - said they were seeing more and more people injured by UXOs. "Unfortunately we are receiving them on a daily basis and most are children," he said. 
Full article (IRIN News)
Sri Lanka – UNICEF urges Tigers to ensure free movement out of conflict areas

COLOMBO, 23 January 2009 – The Children's Fund (UNICEF) has called on the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) to guarantee the free movement of hundreds of thousands of civilians - including as many as 75,000 children - out of conflict areas in the north. "These children must receive adequate protection and assistance, and UNICEF remains ready to respond to their needs," Duamelle told IRIN. "But to do so, they must be freed from the conflict zone. These children live in a state of constant fear and in a highly traumatic environment."
Full article (IRIN News)
Sri Lanka – Humanitarian catastrophe unfolding

29 January 2009 - The civilian death toll in Sri Lanka could escalate catastrophically if safe passage to leave is not immediately provided for an estimated quarter of a million people trapped in the latest round of fighting, Minority Rights Group International warns. Chris Chapman MRG's Conflict Prevention Officer says: "This is another Gaza in the making. It is unfortunate that the situation in Sri Lanka does not get the same level of international attention - it is extremely dire,".

Full article (Minority Rights Group International)
Sri Lanka – Increasing number of children injured in fighting

KATHMANDU, 30 January 2009 – Calling the situation a crisis for children, UNICEF today said that an increasing number of children, some just months old, had been injured in the fighting in Sri Lanka in the past 10 days. UNICEF again called upon the Government of Sri Lanka and the LTTE (Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam) to give absolute priority to the safety of children and the wider civilian population.
Full article (UNICEF)
Sri Lanka – Nine killed as hospital shelled

COLOMBO, 2 February 2009 - A hospital in an area of heavy fighting between the Sri Lankan government and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) was hit by shell fire on 1 February, the International Committee of the Red Cross said. Puthukkudiyiruppu is the only functioning hospital in the combat zone. On 29 January, 200 wounded civilians, including 50 severely injured children, were evacuated from the combat zone by the UN and the ICRC.
Full article (IRIN News)
Sudan – Khartoum denies claims over child soldiers
12 January 2009 - The Sudanese government has dismissed recent claims by a top UN agency that it had recruited thousands of children as soldiers. The country’s Foreign Affairs ministry through a statement, vehemently denied the accusations maintaining that it was fully committed to non recruitment of children in the armed forces.

Full article (Daily Nation)

Sudan-Uganda – Civilians flee LRA ‘revenge’ attacks

MUNDIRI, 27 January 2009 - Every person seeking assistance at the government offices in Mundiri, Western Equatoria State, has a story to tell after fleeing rebel attacks on their homes. Although the LRA denies that their fighters are involved, many are skeptical. "The LRA are targeting women and children, not soldiers," said Eluzai Munda, retired bishop of Mundiri. 
Full article (IRIN News)
Sudan – Sudanese ‘war crimes spy’ jailed

A Sudanese man has been jailed for 17 years for passing on sensitive files about a Darfur war crimes suspect to the International Criminal Court (ICC). Mr Ibrahim was accused of trying to link Ahmed Haroun - Sudan's state minister for humanitarian affairs - with the Janjaweed militia, which is accused of widespread atrocities in Darfur, including the use of child soldiers. 

Full article (BBC News)
Tunisia – Committee on rights of child examine report
27 January 2009 - In its 50th session, the Committee on the rights of the child examined the report on the Optional Protocol on children and armed conflict. The Committee had been reassured that the law of Tunisia prevented the recruitment or enlistment of children in the armed forces. Among recommendations would be the criminalization of acts of recruitment of children, so as to cover such acts both inside Tunisia or those occurring outside its territory. In that connection, it was hoped that the ratification of the Rome Statute, which was under study, would be completed with a positive result soon.
Full article (Office of the UNHCHR)
Uganda – Ugandan rebel deputy leader defects

29 January 2009 - The deputy leader of Uganda's feared Lord's Resistance Army, which has massacred nearly 1,000 people in Congo and Sudan since mid-December, has defected from the rebel group and is in negotiations with a UN agency to return home. If successful, the amnesty move would represent a significant blow to the LRA, whose fighters killed more than 10,000 people and abducted 20,000 children during a 20-year insurgency in northern Uganda.
Full article (The Guardian)
United-States – Canada – Amnesty International Urgent Action
Amnesty International is calling upon the general public to create appeals in their own words demanding the repatriation of Omar Khadr. 

 More information available
United States – Army re-emphasizes combat age restrictions

27 January 2009 - The Army has instructed field commands to make sure they are in compliance with an international treaty to prevent children from participating in combat. As a signatory to the Child Soldier Protocol of the 1992 United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, the U.S. has agreed to not force anyone under age 18 into military service, or to employ such soldiers in operations involving direct combat.

Full article (Army Times)
Yemen - Urgent Appeal to stop killing children in tribal wars in Yemen
SEYAJ, an organization for child protection, demands all related officials and tribal sheikhs and men to enact a disciplinary law against any party proven that it is targeting children and women, or using them in combat operations, either as combatants, assistants or providing logistical support or any other forms of engagement that put their lives at risk. According to Seyaj sources, combatants use children in these clashes and 50% of the fighters in the tribal wars are from children. Civil society organizations and all concerned are urged to pressure the government in order to stop the massacres, which claim dozens of lives in silence instead of that it should support tribesmen to develop their life economically, educationally, and intellectually.
More information available
Yemen – Half Yemen’s tribal fighters are children
26 January 2009 - As many as half of the fighters involved in violent tribal clashes in northern Yemen are under age, a Yemenite child-rights organisation said. The Seyaj Organization for Childhood Protection said at least 63 people had been killed in tribal clashes in the northern ‘Amran province over the past four months, and some 40 per cent of them were children. “The tribal culture in Yemen does not regard a 15-year old as a child,” Ahmad Al-Qurashi, director of Seyaj, told The Media Line.
Full article (CRIN News)
Similar article - Child soldiers getting killed in north – (IRIN News)
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