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Feature article for this month:
CIDA Confirms Shift to Americas, Fewer Countries

CIDA Minister Bev Oda revealed Monday the 20 countries into which the government intends to pour the brunt of Canadian bilateral aid in the years ahead, solidifying Canada's shift in focus from Africa to the Americas. Describing the announcement as the next step in what the government is calling its "Aid Effectiveness Agenda," Ms. Oda said the decision to focus on fewer countries will see the agency's $1.5-billion bilateral program contribute to better results while increasing accountability. Opposition CIDA critics, however, have questioned why the government made such a decision without a debate, and derided the move as merely benefiting a "trade effectiveness agenda." Despite this, Ms. Oda maintained that Canada is not "abandoning" any countries, and that CIDA will continue to work with more than 60 countries around the world through multilateral, partnership and humanitarian assistance. "Currently we will maintain our commitments to all the countries and all the programs that are in place now," she said. "Over the next few years what we're doing is aligning the effectiveness agenda with our work in the 20 countries. 

CIDA focus countries : Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bolivia, Caribbean, Colombia, Ethiopia, Ghana, Haiti, Honduras, Indonesia, Mali, Mozambique, Pakistan, Peru, Senegal, Sudan/Darfur, Tanzania, Ukraine, Vietnam, West Bank and Gaza, New focus countries: The whole of the Caribbean is being considered one partner. Previously, only Guyana was a development partner.  Off the list: Benin, Burkina Faso, Cambodia, Cameroon, Kenya, Malawi, Nicaragua, Niger, Rwanda, Sri Lanka, Zambia. 
Full article (Embassy Mag)Table of Contents
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Publications and news updates

Young female combatants in African wars

Published by the Nordic Africa Institute, this policy dialogue argues that to improve policy and programming efforts it is necessary to broaden the understanding of young women’s roles and participation in armed conflict in Africa historically and today. The intention is to provide policy makers and aid practitioners with a state-of-the-art overview of the situation for young women in African war and post-war situations.
Full article (Nordic Africa Institute)
The struggle after combat: the role of NGOs in DDR Processes

This synthesis study was commissioned by Cordaid to examine the theoretical underpinnings of DDR and the role of NGOs – including Cordaid’s partners in DDR processes in the field. More broadly, the study aims to inform a wider audience of academics, policymakers and practitioners about the activities, strengths and weaknesses of NGOs in DDR processes. In line with this, it aims to examine how NGOs can collaborate with parties that normally play a leading role in DDR processes, such as the military and UN agencies.
Full article (CORDAID)
How the UN’s Monitoring and Reporting Mechanism can better protect children

Written by Save the Children UK, this report outlines key findings and puts forward recommendations for how the impact of the Monitoring and Reporting Mechanism, based on the UN Security Council Resolution 1612, could be enhanced, particularly in three areas: developments in international policy debates and processes, changes in the behaviour of duty-bearers and parties to conflict, and changes in children’s lives. The report concludes with key recommendations for policy-makers and practitioners engaged in assisting children affected by armed conflict.
Report Available (CRIN)
Middle East and North Africa Region Humanitarian Action Report 2009 by UNICEF
The Middle East and North Africa region, with its heterogeneity of oil-rich, middle-income and least developed countries is also one of the most politically volatile regions in the world. The combination of economic divisions and rising hardships for poor populations, plus high levels of risk for violent conflict, creates a high-risk situation for humanitarian concerns in much of the region. Conflicts in the region will likely continue to frame UNICEF’s work in the coming years, as the brunt of the suffering continues to fall on civilians and most vulnerable groups, children and women primary amongst them.

Full Report - UNICEF
UN Secretary-General Pledges to “Stamp Out” Use of Child Soldiers

13 February, 2009 - UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon described the forced recruitment and use of child soldiers as “one of the most appalling human rights abuses in the world today,” and stated that “the entire United Nations system and I are determined to stamp out such abuse.” At a ceremony in New York, the Secretary-General accepted a book of “red hands” created by youth from around the world as part of a year-long international Red Hand Day Campaign. Over 250,000 symbolic “red hands” were created during the campaign as an appeal to world leaders to take stronger action to end the use of child soldiers.  The ceremony took place on the 7th anniversary of the entry into force of the UN Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict. 
Full article (United Nations)

Similar article - UN: Strengthen action to end use of child soldiers – (ReliefWeb)

List of actions by different organizations - Red Hand Day – Red Hand Campaign

Similar article -  Declaration on behalf of the EU on the International Day against the Use of Child Soldiers – EU2009

Human Rights Council Session on impact of financial crisis on vulnerable groups 

20 February 2009 – The human rights framework helps to identify the specific needs and entitlements of vulnerable groups and individuals, particularly women and children, migrants, refugees, indigenous peoples, minorities and persons with disabilities. They stand at the frontlines of hardship and are most likely to lose their jobs and access to social safety nets and services.  

 Full statement (UNHCHR)

Conferences and Calls to action

Petition for a complaints mechanism under the Convention on the Rights of the Child
In commemoration of the CRC’s 20th anniversary this year, the HRC will devote a full day to the topic of children’s rights at its session in March; this would be an auspicious moment to pass a resolution to establish the open-ended Working Group. As of today, over 450 organisations from around the world have signed the petition to establish a communications (complaints) procedure under the UN CRC. The NGO Group for CRC Complaints Mechanism Working Group would like to request that you write to your Foreign Ministries to inform them about the campaign and request their support.
More information available (CRIN)

Conference on the Great Lakes Pact and its Protocols

Papers are invited on questions relevant to the implementation and enforcement of
the Great Lakes Pact, including the Protocol for the Prevention and the Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, War Crimes and Crimes against Humanity and All Forms of Discrimination and the Protocol on the Prevention and Suppression of Sexual Violence Against Women and Children. Submissions that critically examine the implementation and enforcement of international legal norms in armed conflicts and post-conflict environments outside the region to the extent that they may shed light on the challenges that face the region will also be considered. Abstracts must be submitted by March 1st.
More information available
Colloque Justice internationale et génocide au Rwanda: premier bilan
Organisé par les membres de la Table de concertation sur la Région des Grands Lacs. Esther Mujawayo Association des veuves du génocide d’avril (AVEGA-AGAHOZO), Noël Twagiramungu Chercheur, ex-secrétaire général de la Ligue des droits humains des Grands Lacs et de la Ligue pour la promotion des droits humains au Rwanda (LIPRODHOR), André Gichaoua Chercheur et témoin-expert indépendant TPIR et pour les juridictions nationales, Zarir Merat Chef de mission Avocats sans frontières, observation des GACACA prendront part. Mercredi le 4 mars de 18h à 20h30, Bibliothèque publique d’Ottawa 120, rue Metcalfe (coin Laurier), Ottawa, entrée libre. 
 Information disponible
Annual Convention of the international studies association

A number of exciting new research projects were presented at the annual convention of the international studies association last week in New York, including: Security Discourse as a Political Framework for Action: A Comparative analysis of Children and Women in the UN Security Council, Gender and Security in post-conflict peace-building: a pilot of the concept of security in post-conflict Liberia and Rape as a strategy of war: an ever soaring wound? Cause and implications to the contemporary peacebuilding processes. These and other papers may be downloaded in their entirety at the following link. 

 More information available (ISA)
Canadian Landmine Action Week 2009

The work of Canadians and concerned civil society groups, as well as supportive governments around the world, have resulted in the Ottawa Treaty banning landmines and the newly created Convention on Cluster Munitions (CCM). Together, these international treaties outline government obligations on these indiscriminate weapons, and affirm the global community’s commitment to end the suffering they create. From words to concrete action, the fulfillment of these goals is becoming a reality. To celebrate and commemorate the achievements made both by Canadians and the global community in achieving these comprehensive bans, Mines Action Canada will launch the tenth annual Canadian Landmine Action Week (CLAW) from February 23rd - March 1st, 2009.
More information available
Benefit album Heroes to be released

War Child’s new benefit album, Heroes, will be released on March 3rd in Canada by Musicor. The album contains 16 songs and the proceeds of the album will go to support War Child in their efforts to benefit children affected by war. 

More information available
Courses and Training sessions

Master of advanced studies in Children’s Rights in Switzerland

The programme is designed for professionals who work with children’s rights issues, such as lawyers, psychologists, sociologists, judges, social workers, government officials, staff from non-governmental organisations, academics and journalists. The programme takes place over a two-year period and requires participants to attend four week-long residential Modules per year, including a module on Children’s Rights and International Law. 

More information available (CRIN News)
Advanced Geneva training course on International Human Rights Law and Advocacy

The Advanced Geneva Training Course on International Human Rights Law and Advocacy will be held in Geneva from 16 to 27 March 2009. Applications for the 2009 course are now closed. The deadline for the March 2010 AGTC will be announced on this website as soon as the information is available. For further information on the AGTC, please contact courses@ishr.ch This e-mail address is being protected from spam bots, you need JavaScript enabled to view it. 

Full Announcement (International Service for Human Rights)
Course: International law on migrant and refugee women and children

International Law on Migrant and Refugee Women and Children Sunday May 31 - Thursday June 4 at the American University in Cairo. This course aims at giving the students a thorough overview and understanding of international law instruments pertaining to migration movements and to migrant and refugee women and children in particular. The course will have a human rights focus. The course will be structured around an examination of two groups and their rights; women and children. No single international treaty governs migration and migrants' rights, but that does not mean that there is no "international migration law".
Full Course Description (PAMBAZUKA NEWS)
Vacancies

War Child Canada: 2 job postings

Capacity building coordinator, Afghanistan, deadline for submission is 27 February 2009. Manager, International programs, Canada, deadline for submissions 18 February 2009. Queries should be sent by email only to: jobs@warchild.ca.
More information available
Vacancy: Child Protection Initiative Director 

Save the Children Sweden is seeking an interim Director for the Child Protection Initiative (CPI). Duty station: Sundbyberg, near Stockholm. The assignment period: As soon as possible until December 31, 2009. Application must be submitted by March 2nd, 2009. 

More information available
Job posting for position with NGO group for CRC complaints mechanism working group

The Working Group on a Communications Procedure for the CRC (a subgroup of the NGO Group for the Convention on the Rights of the Child) is seeking to hire an Advocacy Position.The position will be part-time (2.5 days per week which can be worked flexibly to achieve the aim) for a period of five months (February – June, 2009). Working space will be provided by the NGO Group for the CRC in the Geneva office.

More information available
______________________________________________________________________________
Afghanistan – Taliban forces students out of schools into madrasas
LASHKARGAH, 17 February 2009 - The closure of schools and continuing attacks on students in the southern Helmand Province forced Abdul Wakil’s parents to send him to a madrasa (Islamic school) in neighbouring Pakistan. More than two decades of war have severely damaged education in Afghanistan, resulting in very low literacy rates: 12.6 percent among females and 43.1 percent among males, an average of 28.1 percent nationwide, according to aid agencies. The insurgents’ anti-education activities - armed attacks, intimidation and negative propaganda - seek to shut down schools and deny students – girls and boys – a formal education that mixes modern scientific subjects with Islamic studies. 
Full article (IRIN News)

Afghanistan – Alarm over Afghan civilian deaths
17 February 2009 - The number of civilians killed in the conflict in Afghanistan rose 39% last year, the United Nations says. Militants were to blame for 55% of the 2,118 civilian deaths, while US, Nato and Afghan forces were responsible for 39%, according to the UN report. Civilian casualties have increased despite repeated pledges by US-led forces to reduce civilian deaths. The majority of the victims were killed in the south of the country - where international and Afghan forces are fighting a fierce counter-insurgency campaign. In one of the most-publicised incidents, US troops fighting off a Taleban ambush last November bombed a wedding party in the Shah Wali Kot area in southern Afghanistan, killing about 40 civilians - mainly women and children. 

Full article (BBC News)

Afghanistan – Civilian deaths up 40 percent
25 February 2009 - "Women and children have, to a significant extent, been the unseen victims of the armed conflict in Afghanistan," said the UN report. Financial burdens resulting from the loss of a breadwinner mostly deprive children and women of education, healthcare, food security and many other opportunities. Dozens of schools and health centres were attacked and many school-children targeted by insurgent elements throughout 2008. It is unclear how many of the reported 2,118 civilian deaths in 2008 were women and children but UNAMA said it would introduce a new electronic database to provide disaggregated information on the gender and age of civilian casualties of war. 
Full article (IRIN News)
Afghanistan – IDPs in northwest battle cold, diseases and hunger

26 February 2009 - Children, internally displaced due to recurrent armed conflict between insurgent groups and pro-government forces and prevalent food insecurity, are particularly vulnerable to cold related diseases. “We left our homes out of despair and came here for survival,” the 42-year-old father-of-four told IRIN outside his tent. “These children are hungry and feel cold,” he said pointing to his young children huddled around him, shivering in the cold. 
Full article (IRIN News)
Afghanistan – Taliban bomb killed children, probe finds
KANDAHAR, 2 March 2009 – Military investigators in Afghanistan have determined the deadly blast that killed three Afghan children was caused by an improvised explosive, likely belonging to the Taliban.

Full article (Toronto Star)
Austria – Child Soldiers No More

18 February 2009 - Andrew Briggs did not enter college immediately after graduation from Vienna’s James Madison High School in 1998. He took time off to do church-related humanitarian work, first in Bolivia and then in Kenya, volunteering with a medical team. He studied in Costa Rica and Spain and did a semester-at-sea through the University of Virginia, where he visited 12 countries. And after college graduation, in 2004, Briggs took a turn that led him away from personal creature comforts to a land of child soldiers and young girls given to guerilla commanders. It led him to Koro Abili in northern Uganda and to therapeutic artistic expression for rescued abducted children who are now "child artists, child soldiers no more."

Full Article – Vienna Connection
Central African Republic (CAR)-Armed recruitment rampant 
10 February 2009 – Grave violations against children are being perpetrated by all parties to the various conflicts in CAR, including rape and armed recruitment into the fighting forces, according to a United Nations report released today. Non-State armed groups and bandits are also kidnapping children as a means of recruitment and to threaten and extort ransom from the population, while abuses against youngsters generally are committed in a climate of impunity, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon writes in his latest report to the Security Council on children and armed conflict in CAR. 
Full article (UN News Centre)

 Relief Web - Report on children and armed conflict in the Central African Republic
Chad – Une nouvelle vague de réfugiés centrafricains attend de l’aide
N'DJAMENA, 6 février 2009 - Quelque 10 000 habitants de République centrafricaine (RCA), principalement des femmes et des enfants, sont bloqués dans une région reculée du sud du Tchad, depuis qu’ils ont fui la reprise des affrontements dans le nord de la RCA, ont déclaré les autorités locales aux Nations Unies. 
Lire l'article (IRIN News)
Chad – Safer schools needed to prevent children from joining armed activities

12 February 2009 - Minors have become involved in inter-ethnic fighting, internal rebellions, and the Darfur conflict. In May 2007, the government and UNICEF signed an agreement to release all children in its ranks. Approximately 600 children, out of as many as 10,000 have been withdrawn. The Jesuit Refugee Service staff working in the country's east report that children are still re-recruited and seen in uniform, sometimes near schools. 

Full article (ReliefWeb)
Chad – More children from armed groups reunited with their families

17 February 2009 - From 2 to 6 February, Jesuit Refugee Service helped reunite nine children with their families in the Dar Tama region of eastern Chad. The youngsters were withdrawn from armed groups after being imprisoned during attacks by the Darfur rebel group, Justice and Equality Movement (JEM), in Omdurman and Khartoum last May. Since then, they were hosted at transit and orientation centres (TOCs) run by humanitarian organisations in the capital, N'djaména.
Full article
Chad – Remote refugees, mostly children and women,  pose logistical hurdle

DAKAR, 26 February 2009 (IRIN) - Aid agencies face what a UN official called a “major challenge” in reaching some 6,000 Central African refugees living in southern Chad just 1km from the border they crossed when fleeing attacks in their villages. Many of the refugees have said they want to stay near the border but the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) must eventually move the aid operation farther into Chad, according UNHCR. The refugees – 83 percent of whom women and children, according to UNICEF – fled CAR in December and January after attacks by rebels and clashes between rebels and government forces. UNHCR says people continue to cross the border into the Daha area. 
Full article (IRIN News) 
Colombia – Crisis means more child soldiers in Colombia

BOGOTA, 11 February 2009 - Global financial turmoil could drive more children to become fighters for Colombia's rebel groups as the country's poorest people suffer the fallout of the economic slowdown, a U.N. agency said on Wednesday. Colombia's Marxist guerrillas and paramilitary gangs often recruit children as fighters and spies and the government estimated last year that as many as 8,000 children were still caught up in the four-decade-old conflict. They entice child soldiers by offering money.
Full article (Reuters)
Congo – Lancement d’une opération d’achats d’armes illégales
BRAZZAVILLE, 13 février 2009 - Le gouvernement congolais a lancé une opération prévoyant le rachat de 3 000 armes auprès d’anciens combattants, ou d’autres détenteurs illégaux d’armes, dans le Pool, une région du sud du Congo, a déclaré un responsable à IRIN, le 11 février. Une étude publiée en 2005 par le Small Arms Survey, sis à Genève, a révélé que quelque 34 000 armes illégales circulaient au Congo, essentiellement dans le Pool, où se trouve également Brazzaville, la capitale.
Lire l'article (IRIN News)

Democratic Republic of Congo(DRC) – 85 Congolese child soldiers freed

3 February 2009 - The U.N. children's fund says a Congolese militia in the war-plagued province of North Kivu has freed 85 child soldiers. UNICEF spokeswoman Veronique Taveau says the children aged between 7 and 17 were released after months of negotiation with the pro-government Mai Mai militiamen. Some children were released Thursday and the rest on Sunday. They included five girls. Taveau says the children were starving and traumatized when they were handed over to UNICEF.

Full article (International Herald Tribune)
DRC – Rights panel condemns abuses against children

4 February 2009 - The government of the Democratic Republic of Congo should urgently carry out new recommendations from the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child to protect children from violence and abuse, Human Rights Watch and the Coalition of Congolese Non-governmental Organizations on Child Rights (CODE) said today.
Full article (Human Rights Watch)
DRC – Children abducted in northeastern DRC

NAIROBI, 5 February 2009 - The Ugandan rebel Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) is deliberately targeting civilians and hindering humanitarian access in Haut-Uélé, northeastern DRC, the NGO Médecins Sans Frontières has said. At least 900 people have been killed and a further 100,000 displaced in attacks since Christmas, he said. Children have also been abducted - some during a vaccination campaign. 
Full article (IRIN News)

DRC – Father of child soldier testifies

6 February 2009 - A witness in the trial of Congolese militia leader Thomas Lubanga said this week that his small son was forced to enlist in Lubanga’s militia and taught to use heavy weapons. His son had been kidnapped by soldiers on his way home from school, the father said. Last week, the witness’s son, unnamed as well, abruptly recanted his testimony during questioning and suggested he had been coached on what to say. 

Full article (Institute for War and Peace Reporting)

DRC – Armed groups promise to release children

KINSHASA, 9 February 2009 - An estimated 1,500 child soldiers could be freed in North Kivu Province of the DRC if armed groups in the area honour a pledge to let the children go, sources said. Last month, they began releasing some youngsters. "There are now 144 children who have been released from different armed groups," said Jaya Murthy, spokesman for the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) in Goma, capital of North Kivu. 
Full article (IRIN News)
DRC – Hoping for peace in Ituri, mixed feelings on prosecution of child conscription 
10 February 2009 - The conflict in Ituri District of north-eastern DRC officially ended three years ago, but residents have continued to live between fighting and peace. Iturians remain divided on the question of who should be blamed for the war. On 26 January, the International Criminal Court began proceedings against Thomas Lubanga, leader of the UPC, on charges of conscripting child soldiers. The court planned to broadcast the trial in Bunia, but had to close the screening because of "security concerns" due to the number of Lubanga supporters.
Full article (IRIN News)
DRC –Child captured by LRA recounts experience

GULU, 11 February 2009 - A joint military operation by Uganda, the DRC and Southern Sudan to oust the Lord's Resistance Army from its hide-outs in DRC was launched in December. During one raid, 21-year-old Jackline Apio, who had been in captivity for six years, was rescued. She recounts her experiences: "The other rebels ran away. We were five, two babies, two young children and I. I thought I would not survive; everyone was screaming and children crying. I said my last prayer because Kony [had] told us that anyone caught by the UPDF would be killed. 
Full article (IRIN News)
DRC – A call to lay down arms in quest of civilian protection
DORUMA, 11 February 2009 - In meetings with commanders of the Forces Armées du République Démocratique de Congo (FARDC) and the Ugandan People’s Defense Forces (UPDF), who are undertaking a joint military operation against the LRA with Southern Sudan, Holmes called on parties to the conflict to spare civilians. The attacks, according to OCHA, have led to killings, pillaging, rapes, and abductions of adults and children. The rebel attacks, now mostly carried out by small groups, have intensified since the military operation.
Full article (IRIN News)
RDC – Enfants soldats : RDC abrite 10% des effectifs recensés dans le monde
12 février 2009 -  Le monde entier commémore la journée internationale de l'enfant soldat. Le thème retenu cette année est « Stop au recrutement et à l'utilisation des enfants par les forces et les groupes armés ». A Kinshasa, la commémoration de cette journée est marquée par une cérémonie à la Maison des droits de l'homme au Centre Carter, dans la commune de Ngaliema, rapporte radiookapi.net.
Lire l'article (Radio Okapi)

DRC - MONUC pursues its efforts for the separation of all children from armed groups

13 February 2009 - The whole world celebrated International Children's Day on 12 February 2008 with the theme: "Stop children's recruitment and their use by armed forces and groups." DR Congo alone hosts 10% of the 300,000 child soldiers in the world. At the weekly MONUC press briefing of 11 February 2008, MONUC spokesman Madnodje Mounoubai said that MONUC through its Child Protection Unit pursues efforts for the separation of children from armed groups, within the framework of the integration process for armed militia into the national army (the FARDC). 

Full article (ReliefWeb)
DRC – Child Soldier Tells of Battle Horrors
13 February 2009 - Two weeks after recanting his testimony, a former child soldier this week told International Criminal Court, ICC, prosecutors that he was forced to train and fight in defendant Thomas Lubanga’s militia. “We would jump over bodies,” he said of one battle. “We had killed a lot of people.” 

Full article (Institute for War and Peace Reporting)
DRC – Demobbed Child Soldiers Struggle to Adjust to Civilian Life
17 February 2009 - Many children are among the militiamen being demobilised in Congo’s North Kivu province, putting a strain on agencies trying to reintegrate them into their former communities. Some are reluctant to return home because they fear falling victim to revenge attacks. Rebel chief and International Criminal Court, ICC, fugitive Bosco Ntaganda agreed in January to end the fighting that has created a humanitarian emergency in the east and said he would integrate his CNDP troops into the national army. Other rebel groups followed suit and have been emerging from the forest to join Congo’s army. More than 430 fighters, including 20 children, were recently demobbed at a stadium in Nyanzale, 100 kilometres west of Goma in Rutshuru territory. 

Full article (Institute for War and Peace Reporting)

DRC – UN says free Congo’s 3,500 child soldiers

KINSHASA, 28 February 2009 - The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) called Friday on armed groups to free the 3,500 or so children still serving as child soldiers in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. "We call for a clear timetable for the voluntary release of all children," UNICEF's deputy executive director Hilde Johnson said in a statement.

Full article (AFP) 
DRC – War against rebels "not over, despite troop withdrawal"

KIGALI, 2 March 2009 - The war against the rebel Forces démocratique pour la libération de Rwanda (FDLR), based in eastern DRC, was not over, despite last week's withdrawal of Rwandan troops from the Congo's North Kivu province, officials said.  Ex-combatants first underwent rehabilitation at various centres in Rwanda's Northern and Western provinces to prepare them for a new life. Adults were separated from former child soldiers and both groups counselled, given skills and taught values for a new life, Sayinzoga added.  
Full article (IRIN News)
Côte d’Ivoire – Children demand peace

3 February 2009 - "We, the children in Côte d'Ivoire, want the war to stop now so that all the children can go back to school," said Awa loudly and clearly into the radio and television microphones. "It's our right!" Just 12 years of age, Awa was speaking at an event to promote the Back to School campaign in Côte d'Ivoire, West Africa. 

Full article (UNICEF Voices of Youth)
Ethiopia – Thousands of Somalis, many children, fleeing to Ethiopia

ADDIS ABABA, 4 February 2009 - An estimated 10,000 Somalis fleeing instability in their home country, most of them women and children, have reached Dollo Ado, in the Somali Region of southern Ethiopia, and more are expected in the next few weeks, Save the Children (US) has said. "It is critical to act quickly to mitigate further suffering of the refugee children and women who have endured years of fighting and humanitarian catastrophe, and to avert undue pressure on the host country Ethiopia, which is recovering from a recent drought," said Margaret Schuler, Save the Children's country director in Ethiopia.

Full article (IRIN News)
Ethiopia – New camp for fleeing Somalis

ADDIS ABABA, 11 February 2009 - A camp to accommodate thousands of Somalis fleeing violence in their country is to be set up in south-eastern Ethiopia, the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) said. The Somalis, mostly women and children, are fleeing instability following the withdrawal of Ethiopian troops from their country. Their numbers are expected to reach 25,000 over the next few weeks.
Full article (IRIN News)
Georgia – New textbooks for conflict affected and vulnerable children

TBILISI, 12 February, 2009 - More than 30,000 new textbooks have been provided to 5,000 conflict affected and vulnerable children in the regions of Gori, Kareli, Kaspi and Khashuri as well as to IDP children living in the various collective centres of the capital Tbilisi. The procurement of new textbooks is a joint effort of the Ministry of Education and Science of Georgia, UNICEF, World Vision, The Ministry of Education of Estonia, The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Latvia, The Alma Adamkus Charity and Support fund of Lithuania and the International Rescue Committee.
Full article (ReliefWeb)
Iraq – Measles emerges in violence-hit regions

BAGHDAD, 24 February 2009 - Hundreds of measles cases have been confirmed in several provinces once rife with violence where health services had collapsed, according to health officials.
Full Article (IRIN)
Israel/oPt – UNICEF seeks $34.5 million to address urgent recovery needs for children and families in Gaza

AMMAN/GENEVA, 3 February 2009 – UNICEF is seeking $34.5 million to address urgent recovery needs for children and their families in Gaza. The request forms part of the UN appeal for $613 million to cover needs for over a nine-month period, launched today in Geneva. 

UNICEF is working with partners in Gaza to address the extensive humanitarian and recovery needs of children and women through the delivery of urgent supplies, financial assistance, and technical expertise. 

Full Article – ReliefWeb

Israel/oPt – A future for Gaza’s children

3 February 2009 - The latest reports that the number of Gaza’s casualties surpasses 1,000 is truly disturbing. Tragically, Gaza’s children account for more than one-third of that total - innocent victims caught in the crossfire. We are especially concerned about those who may have survived but who have suffered physical injury and, more disturbing, invisible wounds that will haunt them for years to come.

Full Article – Yemen Observer

Israel/oPt – Children’s education affected by conflict in Gaza

BEIT LAHIYA, 4 February 2009 - The jewel of Gaza's bare-bones education system - a US-style school on lush grounds overlooking the Mediterranean - is now a mound of broken concrete. The territory's only laboratory for genetic testing, at a Gaza university, lies in ruins. With 37 primary and secondary schools destroyed or damaged by Israeli air strikes, and 18 others still serving as refugee shelters, learning in Gaza has become even more of a struggle.

Full Article (Jordan Times)

Israel/oPt – Children demand answers and we must deliver, says UN expert

JERUSALEM, 6 February 2009 – “Despite the Gaza ceasefires, children continue to suffer and remain in a precarious state of insecurity”, stated Ms. Radhika Coomaraswamy, Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict, after her four-day visit to the occupied Palestinian territory and southern Israel. In Gaza, grave violations against children were committed such as killing and maiming, and denial of humanitarian access. In both Gaza and southern Israel, children expressed anger and despair as a manifestation of their desire for accountability. It is imperative that independent and impartial investigations are conducted and justice is done. 
Full article (CRIN News)
Israel/oPt – Gazan children denied treatment abroad
7 February 2009 - For four days running, an ambulance has driven 15-year-old Amira Ghirim from Shifa Hospital in Gaza to the Rafah border in the hope that she will be allowed to cross into Egypt and then on to France, where she has been promised emergency surgery. Amira’s left arm and thigh were crushed and her internal organs damaged by falling rubble when a shell hit her home in the Tel al Hawa neighbourhood of Gaza City in the final days of Israel’s offensive. But, despite her urgent need for surgery, Amira has been turned away at the border each time, said her aunt, Mona Ghirim

Full article (CRIN News)

Israel/oPt – Children in Gaza left without textbooks as paper bans continues

11 February 2009 - The United Nations agency tasked with assisting Palestinian refugees has distributed notebooks to 11 schools in Gaza over the past week, but has halted further distribution since it has not been able to import any additional notebooks. The UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East added that it has still not received permission to import the necessary paper to print the remainder of its textbooks, leaving 60 per cent of children without textbooks.

Full Article - CRIN

Israel/oPt – Child Rights Situation Analysis: Right to Protection in the oPt, 2008

This situation analysis provides an overview of the extent to which Palestinian children living

in the oPt in 2008 enjoy their rights to protection, as enshrined in international child rights standards. The scope of the analysis is not comprehensive, rather it focuses on the level of protection available to three particular target groups of children living in the oPt, in terms of laws, policies, mechanisms and practices. The target groups in question are children vulnerable to violence, neglect, abuse and exploitation in their homes and communities; children in conflict with the law under Palestinian Authority jurisdiction and children detained by Israel under its military order system.
Full report (Defence for Children International)
Israel/oPt – Thousands of Gazans remain homeless

17 February 2009 - According to a report by Save the Children Alliance “at least 100,000 people, including 56,000 children, remain displaced with many continuing to take shelter in tents or crowding into remaining homes with other families, one month since the Gaza ceasefire was declared.” The NGO estimated that some 500,000 people, including 280,000 children, were forced from their homes at some point during the conflict and added that ‘tent cities’ had sprung up where whole neighbourhoods were destroyed. Many tent residents are without access to clean drinking water and toilets, it said. 
Full article (IRIN News)
Israel/oPt – Children of Gaza: Living to tell the story of life and grit

22 February 2009 - The Gaza strip is one of the most thickly populated places on earth, and the bombings have reduced homes, schools, hospitals and market places into twisted steel and rubble. The UN says that 840,000 children are under extreme stress and trauma inducing conditions, and 56 % of the Gaza population are children. A study by Gaza Community Mental Health Programme, just after the war, showed that over 98 percent children in Gaza feel unsafe and insecure. The continuing bombings tearing asunder the tenuous ceasefire, has only amplified their anxieties and trauma.

Full Article - ReliefWeb

Israel/oPt – Gaza children “afraid to return to school”

GAZA CITY, 23 February 2009 - School-children in the Gaza Strip face psychological trauma and lack facilities after schools were badly damaged or destroyed during Israel’s three-week assault on the enclave that began in December. Primary and secondary schools in Gaza run by the government and the UN Agency for Palestinian Refugees (UNRWA) report a shortage of drinking water and textbooks for students, according to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). Restrictions on the amount and type of materials being allowed into Gaza by Israeli authorities are hindering the education system. 
Full article (IRIN News)
Israel/oPt – Performers unite for the children of Gaza

Muslim Aid hosted a high profile fundraising dinner, An Evening for the Children of Gaza, at Hilton Metropole on Saturday 21st February 2009. Muslim Aid emphasized the need for continued support from donors who have already managed to raise £1,800,000 for the £5 million emergency Gaza appeal. Ticket proceeds and funds raised will go directly towards Muslim Aid's rehabilitation work in Gaza. 

Full Article – ReliefWeb

Israel/oPt – Save the Children senior executives visit Gaza on fact-finding trip
WESTPORT, 24 February 2009 - While a tenuous, month-long ceasefire has brought some respite from violence in and around Gaza, children there still face enormous challenges and risks to their lives and well-being, say Save the Children senior executives who visited the territory this week. The plight of children in Gaza remains dire. They face physical deprivation, serious environmental dangers and ongoing displacement, all of which have a critical impact on their current and future well-being," said Charles MacCormack. 
Full Article – ReliefWeb

Israel/oPt - Syrians continue to raise funds for "The Children of Gaza" campaign

24 February 2009 - It is the beginning of February and despite the artillery stopping its frantic fire above the Gaza Strip, Syrian people still remember December 27 when the terrible conflict began. They are all united in providing support to those suffering as a result of the conflict, especially Gaza's children.

Full article (ReliefWeb)

Jordan – Unity Circle Project, child-centered participatory approach

Since the 2003 invasion of Iraq by American-led coalition forces, thousands of Iraqi children and their families have fled to Jordan. The need for specialised services for this community is clear. After the Jordanian government allowed Iraqi children to enter their schools in August 2007, thousands of Iraqi girls and boys registered for the 2007/2008 school year. NGOs are now shifting their focus from education to “child protection.” The Unity Circle Project started in 1997, with the aim of assessing the situation of Iraqi children and families living in Amman through the use of a child-centered participatory approach, and working closely with these children to improve their situation.

Report available (CRIN)

Lebanon – Funding struggle slowing cluster bomb clearance in south

BEIRUT, 5 February 2009 - Waning international interest and funding is harming efforts to rid southern Lebanon of its hundreds of thousands of remaining cluster bomblets, posing a continuing threat to farmers and children, according to mine clearance organisations. Israel dropped a large number of cluster bombs on southern Lebanon during the July 2006 war with the Shia guerrilla and political group Hezbollah. Each bomb can release hundreds of individual bomblets, and about a quarter failed to explode on impact, effectively becoming landmines that can kill or maim.

Full article (CRIN News)
Lebanon - Beirut, 13 other cities honor Gaza's martyred children

BEIRUT, 9 February 2009 - Hundreds of candles flickered on the seafront at Ramlet al-Baida on Sunday evening in commemoration of Gaza's fallen children. The vigil was one of 13 organized by Mothers Across the World for Gaza in cities across Europe, the Middle East, Africa, and North America to mark the passage of 40 days since the first child was killed during the Israeli military's December-January offensive against the Gaza Strip.  

Full Article – The Daily Star
Liberia – Prosecutor presents final witness at UN-backed trial of Charles Taylor

2 February 2009 - Mr. Taylor has pleaded not guilty to the 11 counts of counts of war crimes, crimes against humanity and other violations of international humanitarian law, which also include pillage, slavery for forced marriage purposes, collective punishment and recruitment and use of children under the age of 15 in active hostilities. He is expected to testify in his own defence, according to his lawyers.

Full article (UN News Centre)
Liberia – Children playing for peace
3 February 2009 - On a dirt field behind the Catholic Hospital in Liberia, a football (soccer) match is under way. Teams of young people, many of whom were on opposite sides during the seven-year-long civil war, now compete peacefully, if passionately, on a football pitch.

Full article (UNICEF Voices of Youth)

Liberia – Financial Crisis: Court Considers Releasing Taylor

LAGOS, 24 February 2009 - Former Liberian President Charles Taylor may walk free because the global financial crisis has cut donations to the court trying him for war crimes committed in neighbouring Sierra Leone, its Chief Prosecutor Stephen Rapp yesterday said. Taylor, a warlord in a civil war in Liberia and later president, is being tried in The Hague due to fears a local trial may threaten regional stability. He denies all 11 counts of crimes against humanity and other charges including rape, enslavement and conscripting child soldiers younger than 15.

Full article (All Africa)
Pakistan – Child caught between army and insurgents in Swat
5 February 2009 - Mariam Jan (not her real name), aged 13, describes the constant flow of human traffic she can see from her window in the Swat Valley town of Sangota: Large numbers of people are leaving, trudging up a dusty track towards Swat’s main city of Mingora. A virtual prisoner in her own home, and her neighbourhood almost a ghost town, Mariam has nothing much to do as the schools are closed. 
Full article (IRIN News)
Pakistan – Nine children among 13 killed in Pakistan fighting

9 February 2009 - At least 13 people, nine of them children, were killed in northwestern Pakistan on Monday when two mortar bombs hit a house during a battle between security forces and Taliban militants, the military and residents said. The clash erupted when militants attacked two security posts in the Darra Adam Khel region, killing one soldier and wounding another.
Full article (Reuters)
Philippines - Death and disease stalk IDP camps

TALAYAN, 23 February 2009 - Community health worker Hassan Kalupa was overseeing the burial of yet another child amid the extremely unsanitary conditions at an evacuation camp on Mindanao Island. Running gun battles and artillery exchanges between troops and renegade MILF guerrillas occur almost daily near tens of thousands of displaced persons crammed inside camps. 
Full Article (IRIN)
Rwanda – Women and children refugees opting to go back home

KIGALI, 13 February 2009 - Rwandans who have lived in eastern DRC since the early 1990s, mostly women and children,   have started returning home following a joint military offensive against the rebels, officials said. In a 12 February communiqué, the DRC and Rwandan armies said the returnees had been held hostage by the Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR). They had, however, distanced themselves from the rebel group, which is accused of war crimes.

Full article (IRIN News)

Sierra Leone –Recommandations de versements d’aide aux enfants victimes de guerre civile
FREETOWN, 24 février 2009 - Ne disposant que d’un quart des fonds nécessaires pour indemniser les personnes dont les droits humains ont été violés au cours de la guerre civile qui a déchiré la Sierra Leone pendant 11 ans, le gouvernement se trouve confronté à un choix difficile : décider qui recevra quel type d’aide. L’aide aux victimes, qui figure parmi les recommandations de la Commission Vérité et réconciliation (CVR) sierra-léonaise, devrait être dispensée à compter de la fin février. Jusqu’à 100 000 personnes – parmi lesquelles des amputés et autres blessés de guerre, des victimes de violences sexuelles, des veuves de guerre et des enfants - y auront droit. 
Lire l'article (IRIN)

Sierra Leone – Trio guilty of war crimes

25 February 2009 - An international tribunal has found three Sierra Leone rebels guilty of war crimes and crimes against humanity. RUF leaders Issa Sesay, 38, and Morris Kallon, 45, were convicted of 16 of the 18 charges, while Augustine Gbao, 60, was found guilty on 14 of the counts. The RUF was notorious for using the so-called Small Boys Units - child soldiers forcibly recruited and issued with AK-47 assault rifles - who had a reputation for particular cruelty among the civilian population.
Full article (BBC News)
Sierra Leone – “Forced marriage” conviction for RUF leaders
FREETOWN, 26 February 2009 - Marion Kargbo was 18 when she was forced to marry a soldier of the rebel Revolutionary United Front (RUF) in January 1999, in the middle of Sierra Leone’s civil war. Ten years later, RUF leaders have been found guilty of crimes against humanity and war crimes, including forced marriage – the first time a court has treated the offence as a crime separate from sexual slavery. According to local NGOs many women and girls associated with the rebel forces, especially those not in fighting roles, were excluded from the official disarmament, demobilisation and reintegration process whereby ex-combatants received money and training to help them re-enter civilian life. 
Full article (IRIN News)

Similar article - "Forced marriage" conviction a first - (IRIN News)

Somalia – Children fleeing to Ethiopia

ADDIS ABABA, 4 February 2009 - An estimated 10,000 Somalis fleeing instability in their home country have reached Dollo Ado, in the Somali Region of southern Ethiopia, and more are expected in the next few weeks, Save the Children (US) has said.  The NGO, which has set up assistance, emergency education activities and psychosocial support for the refugees, said most of them were women and children. 
Full article (IRIN News)
Somalia – Kenyan school offers Somali refugees a modern – and moderate – education

19 February 2009 - Its students – all Somali refugees – learn a mixture of secular subjects like math, science, and English, along with a more traditional dose of spirituality, including classes on the Koran. In a refugee community displaced by war and famine, divided by clan identity, and preyed upon by brutal warlords and radical Islamists alike, Fathu Rahman is a gentle reminder of what Somali society used to be like – tolerant, peaceful, pragmatic – and what its founders hope it can be once more. 

Full article (Christian Science Monitor)

Somalie – Des agences alarmées par le taux de malnutrition des enfants dû au conflit

NAIROBI, 24 février 2009 - En Somalie, un enfant sur six est atteint de malnutrition aiguë en raison du prix élevé des vivres et du manque d’accès aux aliments de base, dû au conflit qui continue de sévir dans le pays, selon un rapport d’alerte précoce. 
Lire l'article (IRIN News)

Somalia – Children wounded in renewed fighting that could undermine new government 

26 February 2009 - Ali Sheikh Yassin called on both sides "to stop the indiscriminate shelling of populated areas". The fighting, he added, had shocked the people of Mogadishu who expected a reprieve after the withdrawal of Ethiopian forces and election of the new president. "It came at the wrong time, when people least expected it," he said. The fighting reportedly subsided on 25 February, but a medical source said more injured were being brought to Madina Hospital in Mogadishu. "They have just brought two small children and other wounded have been coming in all day," he said. Most of the wounded were women, children and the elderly. 
Full article (IRIN News)
Sri Lanka – Children caught in the crossfire of the offensive

3 February 2009 - The mounting civilian cost of Sri Lanka's military operation to crush rebel fighters has been revealed by a series of gruesome photographs taken inside the war zone, where up to 250,000 people are trapped. Sarah Crowe, a spokeswoman for Unicef, said last night: "The fighting is intense and we have evidence civilians and children are getting caught in the crossfire. We are extremely concerned that we are not getting access on a regular basis. 
Full article (The Independent)

Sri Lanka – Appel pour secourir mères et enfants
6 Février 2009 - Au nord-est du Sri Lanka, enfants et population civile sont sans protection, pris au piège de la guerre entre l’armée sri lankaise et les forces de l’Eelam tamoul (LTTE). Avec ses 430 collaborateurs en santé à quelques heures de route de l’enfer, Terre des hommes Suisse demande avec d’autres organisations humanitaires l’accès aux victimes et aux personnes déplacées. 250 000 enfants et adultes civils, prisonniers des combats sans merci entre forces gouvernementales et rebelles, sont en fuite, privés d’un toit, de nourriture et de soins médicaux. 248 enfants de moins de 15 ans ont été blessés la semaine dernière, constate le gouvernement sri lankais.

Lire l'article (CRIN News)

Lire l'article (CRIN News)
Sri Lanka – Children injured in suicide attack

COLOMBO, 10 February 2009 - A suicide attack near an internally displaced persons (IDP) registration centre in Sri Lanka's northeastern combat zone on 9 February, which killed 30 people and wounded dozens more, has drawn international and local condemnation.  More than 60 people, including 40 civilians, were injured in the attack. The army said at least 15 children were among the injured. 
Full article (IRIN News)
Sri Lanka – Civilians evacuated by sea from combat zone

COLOMBO, 12 February 2009 - The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) organised the second seaborne transport in three days on 12 February to evacuate 140 wounded and sick civilians from the combat zones in northern Sri Lanka, its officials said.  Details of how many men, women and children were among the evacuees or the number of critical cases is not yet known. No deaths were reported to ICRC during the first evacuation. 
Full article (IRIN News)
Sri Lanka – Urgent action needed in Sri Lanka

12 February 2009 – Following the launch of their Report on Children and Armed Conflict in Sri Lanka in april 2008, Watchlist has produced a briefing note and recommendations on the conflict in Sri Lanka. 

More information available 

Sri Lanka – Innocence:  features photos of Sri Lanka’s former child soldiers 

David White presents photos and words of former child soldiers in Sri Lanka accompanied by the song Innocence by Luka Blooom. 
Video available (Duck Rabbit)

Sri Lanka – UNICEF accuses stepping up of child conscription

17 February 2009 - Tens of thousands of civilians are believed to be trapped after weeks of heavy fighting in the north. Meanwhile, the United Nations Children's Fund (Unicef) has accused the rebels of stepping up the conscription of child soldiers. "We have clear indications that the LTTE has intensified forcible recruitment of civilians and that children as young as 14 years old are now being targeted," Philippe Duamelle, Unicef's chief in Sri Lanka, said. 

Full article (BBC News)
Similar article - Sri Lanka: More children victims of the conflict – (UNICEF)
Sri Lanka – Children suffering the most in conflict 
17 February 2009 - Children are suffering the most in the ongoing conflict in Sri Lanka, says the UN. Because of problems of access to the conflict zone where fighting continues, there are no reliable figures of the numbers affected. "Children are bearing the brunt of a conflict which is not theirs," said James Elder, UNICEF spokesman in Sri Lanka. "They are being killed, they are being injured, they are horribly traumatised, and they are short of clean water and medicines," he said. 
Full article (IRIN News)
Sri Lanka – More children victims of the conflict says UNICEF

COLOMBO, 17 February 2009 – With a growing number of children being recruited by the LTTE and scores of children being killed or injured in fighting, UNICEF today expressed its gravest concerns for children, as Sri Lanka's conflict enters a new phase. From 2003 to the end of 2008, UNICEF has recorded more than 6000 cases of children recruited by the LTTE. "Child soldiers suffer physical abuse, traumatic events and face death. Instead of hope, fear defines their childhood," said Duamelle. 

Full article (ReliefWeb)
Sri Lanka – Born to be a Tamil tiger: a child soldier’s tale
17 February 2009 - In December 2007, long after his parents had been killed in an air raid, the then-16-year-old joined the Tamil Tigers. A year on, Thayalan, who was captured in November by Sri Lankan soldiers and decided not to ingest the cyanide, is one of 24 former child soldiers living in uncertain peace in a rehabilitation camp run by the Sri Lankan government and the aid agency UNICEF.

Full article (Toronto Star)
Sri Lanka - Sri Lanka rejects truce call as fighting escalates

18 February 2009 - The UN children's agency (UNICEF) accused the rebels of conscripting children as young as 14 years of age. The Tigers have a long record of using child soldiers, and have recruited more than 6,000 since 2002, according to UNICEF. As well as denying the charge, Nadesan alleged that the Sri Lankan army had killed, tortured and imprisoned Tamil teenagers suspected of having rebel links. He also said thousands of children had been killed, maimed or left in the grip of malnutrition by the army's offensive. The Tigers pledged 10 years ago to end the enlistment of child soldiers but have repeatedly failed to fulfil the promise, according to the UN. 

Full Article  (AFP)

Sri Lanka – Children bearing witness to atrocities 

VAVUNIYA, 19 February 2009 - “For protection, like other families, we dug a trench, an L-shaped bunker of sorts about 1m deep that we jumped into whenever the shelling began, sometimes for as much as 16 hours a day. “There were between eight and 10 family members – men, women, children and elderly - at a time, but sometimes people we didn’t even know would join us as well. “It was especially hard on the children, many of whom have witnessed things unimaginable. “Each time a shell fell, about five to six people were killed. There were so many people packed in the area, it was inevitable. 
Full article (IRIN News)
Sri Lanka – Displacement to worsen, aid agencies warn

VAVUNIYA, 20 February 2009 - Outside the primary school in Vavuniya, northern Sri Lanka, the warning signs are everywhere. Scores of civilians caught up in the crossfire between government forces and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), who have been fighting for an independent Tamil homeland since 1983, stand in the midday heat awaiting assistance. “We barely got out alive,” one woman from Kilinochchi town told IRIN, recalling in vivid detail her escape along with hundreds of men, women and children into government-held territory one week earlier.  
 Full article (IRIN News)
Sri Lanka –Protection of children must be first priority in the conflict
20 February 2009 - "The protection of civilians, especially children, must be the first priority in the ongoing conflict in Sri Lanka and both sides must act accordingly," said Ms. Radhika Coomaraswamy, Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict. The Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) must release the civilians to safety, especially the children. The Government must be more circumspect with regard to artillery fire and aerial bombardment to avoid civilian casualties. "Images of children killed, maimed and wounded from the Vanni area of Sri Lanka are truly disturbing", said Ms. Coomaraswamy.
Full article (Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict)
Sri Lanka - Bring Back the Child: launch of media campaign on child soldiers

VAVUNIYA, Sri Lanka, 26 February 2009 – As part of a national programme to tackle the issue of child soldiers, the President of Sri Lanka and UNICEF today launched a national campaign to prevent child recruitment and promote the release of all recruited children. 

Full article UNICEF)
Sri Lanka – Displaced civilians traumatized

COLOMBO, 1 March 2009 - Thousands of civilians who fled fighting in northern Sri Lanka remain traumatised by their experience and anxious about their future, say aid workers.  “A child spoke about how he was in a bunker with his cousins at the time of an attack. Out of the 10 people seeking refuge, six died,” she said.
Full article (IRIN News)
Sudan –Civilian casualties and displaced women and children
3 February 2009 - The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Navi Pillay said Tuesday she was alarmed by reports of the rapidly deteriorating conditions facing civilians in the Muhajeria area of South Darfur, where fighting between Government forces and the Sudanese Liberation Army/Mini Minawi faction (SLA/MM) against the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) has resulted in civilian casualties and displaced some 30,000 people. The fighting, which broke out on 15 January, has reportedly resulted in at least 30 deaths, including women and children, with dozens more wounded. 

Full article (UN Press Release)
Sudan – Becoming a child soldier

12 February 2009 – The story of Joseph, who became a child soldier and is now working as the Education Officer for the Needs Service Education Agency (formerly the New Sudan Education Association) nineteen years later. In 2008, he began working for Jesuit Refugee Service helping refugees, forcefully displaced and other marginalised groups. It has become a priority for him because of his experiences."I have learned that true peace comes from the heart of a person", Joseph says.
Full article (Jesuit Refugee Service)
Sudan – Secretary-General condemns child recruitment

17 February 2009 - In a report to the Security Council on children and armed conflict in Sudan, the Secretary-General calls on the Government of National Unity and the Government of Southern Sudan, where a peace accord four years ago ended 20 years of civil war, as well as all armed groups in the country to end the recruitment and use of children in their forces and release to the UN those children already in their ranks. He voices deep concern at the killing and maiming of children and other civilians in the course of military operations, including aerial bombardments, as well at the systematic sexual violence against girls and women that continues with impunity, especially in Darfur. Mr. Ban notes some progress as a focus on children in the national disarmament, demobilization and reintegration process.

Full article (UN News Centre)

Report available (ReliefWeb)
Sudan – Emmanuel Jal: A Child Soldier’s Story

In the mid-1980s, Emmanuel Jal was a seven year old Sudanese boy, living in a small village with his parents, aunts, uncles, and siblings. But as Sudan’s civil war moved closer—with the Islamic government seizing tribal lands for water, oil, and other resources—Jal’s family moved again and again, seeking peace. Then, on one terrible day, Jal was separated from his mother, and later learned she had been killed; his father Simon rose to become a powerful commander in the Christian Sudanese Liberation Army, fighting for the freedom of Sudan. Soon, Jal was conscripted into that army, one of 10,000 child soldiers, and fought through two separate civil wars over nearly a decade.

Shocking, inspiring, and finally hopeful, War Child is a memoir by a unique young man, who is determined to tell his story and in so doing bring peace to his homeland.
More Information Available – Macmillan

Sudan – A child soldier trades rifles for the rap game

2 March 2009 - His story is an improbable rifles-to-rap story. Caught in the brutal civil war between northern and southern Sudan, he knew only three years of peace, none of which he can remember. Fame doesn't interest me," says the spokesman for several charities, whose music has been featured in the movie Blood Diamond, the documentary God Grew Tired of Us and on the television show ER. He also performed in Bob Geldof's Live 8 concert in 2005. "I am on a mission. I want to make a difference and influence people positively." 

Full article (Globe and Mail)
Similar article - Emmanuel Jal: 'Music is my weapon of choice' – The Telegraph
Syria – Child-friendly spaces bring hope to Iraqi refugee children in Syria

DAMASCUS, 10 February 2009 – With as many as 1.5 million Iraqi refugees in Syria, it is a struggle to provide basic necessities for people who have left everything behind in their war-torn country. In this setting, the special needs of children can be overlooked. In 2007, UNICEF and the Syrian Arab Red Crescent (SARC) opened five child-friendly spaces to fill the needs of Iraqi refugee children

Full Article – Reuters
Uganda – Former child soldiers find solace in the beautiful game

17 February 2009 - Started in 2007, the Amuru Peace Cup, has given the former child soldiers an avenue to exploit their talents and perhaps make a breakthrough in life. They are now starting a new chapter in life and the beautiful game of football is one way they have found appropriate to erase their dreadful bush memoirs.

Full article (Daily Monitor)

Uganda – Girl soldiers: the cost of survival in Northern Uganda

12 February 2009 - One young woman shares her story of being abducted by a rebel group that trained children to torture, kill and steal. “When you first arrive [after being abducted by the rebels], they put all the girls together. Then they call the officers so they can pick who they want for a wife. Even if you are very young. I was given to a very big man. He was blind on one side. So maybe he didn’t see that I was very young.”

Full article (AlertNet)

Uganda – Enfants déplacés par le changement climatique et les conflits
26 Février 2009 - « Les problèmes d’insécurité et la présence d’armes ont également provoqué d’importants déplacements de population et de graves problèmes humanitaires ; des centaines de femmes et d’enfants fuient vers les grandes villes d’Ouganda (Kampala, Mbale, Jinja, Soroti) pour gagner de quoi vivre en mendiant, et les populations les plus vulnérables s’installent près des centres urbains, sans aucune source de revenu », a poursuivi M. Knaute. 
Lire l'article (IRIN News)

United States-Canada - EU passes resolution to accept Guantanamo prisoners

5 February 2009 - The European Union passed a cross-party resolution, by overwhelming majority, that calls on accepting prisoners who are in need of humanitarian protection. The vote came after debate of 60 prisoners who remain in Guantánamo because they cannot be safely repatriated to their home countries for fear of torture or persecution. The resolution reads, in part, “ calls on the Member States, should the United States administration so request, to cooperate in finding solutions, to be prepared to accept Guantánamo inmates in the EU, in order to help reinforce international law, and to provide, as a priority, fair and humane treatment for all.” 

Full article (Human Rights Education Associates)
États-Unis-Canada – L’avocat de Khadr fait pression sur Harper

10 Février 2009 - Le bureau du premier ministre refuse de dire si Stephen Harper discutera du cas d'Omar Khadr avec le président des États-Unis Barack Obama, lors de sa visite officielle, le 19 février prochain. L'avocat militaire de M. Khadr, William Kuebler, a exprimé hier le souhait que le chef du gouvernement canadien profite de l'occasion pour aborder le sort de son ressortissant emprisonné à Guantánamo depuis six ans.

Lire l'article (La Presse)

United States-Canada – Discussion on Omar Khadr Transition Plan 

Dennis Edney will be joined by eminent Canadians in introducing key elements of a plan to abet Omar Khadr's transition from Guantanamo to Canada. The plan is meant to provoke discussion and deliberation on how the ends of Canadian justice are to be best served; and what concrete measures and protections ought to be emplaced to establish a repatriation process that endangers neither Omar Khadr nor the Canadian public. All are invited to join Wednesday February 11 at 10:30 am,Trinity St Paul's United Church 427 Bloor St West, Toronto, ON, when the Khadr Transition Plan will be introduced.
Full article (The Canadian Press)
United States - Conference on why it is time for the U.S. to ratify the CRC
How can the CRC impact the lives of children and families in the U.S.? On June 1-2, 2009, interactive panel discussions from leading experts will explore the answers to that question in the context of the following topics: Needs, Rights, and the Human Family, Supportive Environments for Children, Health, Education, Special Protection Measures, and Participation. 
More information available
United States-Canada – Canadian groups ready to welcome refugees from Guantanamo
10 February 2009 - The Canadian Council for Refugees called today on the Canadian government to resettle without delay some of the detainees in Guantanamo who cannot safely return to their home countries.  A number of groups have shown their willingness to welcome these refugees by submitting applications on their behalf. Refugee sponsorships have been submitted on behalf of five individuals. 
Full article (Canadian Council for Refugees)
Article Similaire - Le Diocèse catholique de Montréal veut parrainer deux Ouïgours de Guantanamo – La Presse
United States-Canada – Resolve Omar Khadr case before Barack Obama’s visit 

A press release and a letter addressed to the Minister of Foreign Affairs Lawrence Cannon signed by 30 Canadian agencies, NGOs, and individuals was sent out today. This group of experts who work with children in armed conflicts are calling on Prime Minister Stephen Harper to resolve the Omar Khadr case before US President Barack Obama visits Canada on February 19, 2009. Based on successful practice elsewhere, the group proposes a plan for repatriation and reintegration.

United States-Canada – Omar Khadr’s return in country’s best interest, say opposition MPs
11 February 2009 – The opposition call came shortly before one of Khadr’s lawyers and a group of Muslim leaders outlined a proposed reintegration plan for Khadr if he is returned to Canada. Despite the plea, a spokesman for Prime Minister Harper reaffirmed there will be no change in policy regarding Khadr unless the U.S. changes its position and dismissed the plan as a “PR stunt and nothing more”.

Full article (CBC News)
United States-Canada – Opposition leaders make plea to Obama
12 February 2009 - Stephen Harper has "no intention" of mentioning the name Omar Khadr to U.S. President Barack Obama when the two leaders meet next week, the prime minister's spokesman said yesterday. "I don't speak for the president but on our side we don't intend to have it raised," said Kory Teneycke.

Full article (Montreal Gazette)
United States-Canada – Petition in support of US trial of Omar Khadr

12 February 2009 – The Canadian Coalition for Democracies is circulating a petition in support of the US trial of Omar Khadr which also rejects refugee status for Guantanamo ex-detainees seeking status in Canada. 
More information available (Canadian Coalition for Democracies)
United States-Canada – Omar Khadr: Release, Repatriation, and Remedies
18 February 2009 - JURIST Special Guest Columnist Gail Davidson, Executive Director of Lawyers Rights Watch Canada, says that Canada and the US are duty-bound to act immediately to ensure that Canadian Guantanamo Bay detainee Omar Khadr is released and repatriated, his rights are protected and violations of his rights are investigated and remedied, where appropriate, by criminal proceedings against the perpetrators.
Full article (JURIST)

United States-Canada – Freed detainee arrives back in UK

23 February 2009 - Ethiopian-born Binyam Mohamed, 30, lands at RAF Northolt in London on Monday afternoon, accompanied by Metropolitan Police officers. Mr Mohamed says he was tortured while in custody on suspicion of terrorism. He said in a statement the worst moment of his captivity was when he realised his alleged torturers were receiving material from UK intelligence agents. Foreign Secretary David Miliband said his release was the first step towards the goal of closing down the Guantanamo Bay detention camp. While I want to recover, and put it all as far in the past as I can, I also know I have an obligation to the people who still remain in those torture chambers. 

"My own despair was greatest when I thought that everyone had abandoned me. I have a duty to make sure that nobody else is forgotten."

Full article (BBC News)
États-Unis-Canada - Cannon aborde le cas Khadr

24 Février 2009 - En effet, pour la première fois, un haut représentant canadien a discuté directement du cas d'Omar Khadr, ce Canadien détenu à Guantanamo, avec le gouvernement américain. Selon le ministre Cannon, Hillary Clinton lui a expliqué brièvement quelles allaient être les conséquences des nouvelles directives présidentielles au sujet de la prison de Guantanamo au cours des prochains mois. Lawrence Cannon a déclaré que le gouvernement canadien respectait entièrement les comités judiciaires mis en place par Washington. Il a ajouté qu'Ottawa attendrait que ces procédures prennent fin avant de voir à la suite des choses.

Lire l'article (Radio-Canada)

United States-Canada – New controversy as Omar Khadr may face new trial
24 February 2009 - Lieutenant-Commander Bill Kuebler issued a statement to the press alleging that his boss – Pentagon chief defence lawyer Colonel Peter Masciola – prohibited him from getting on a flight to Guantanamo Bay. In effect, Lt.-Cmdr. Kuebler said in an interview, the move denies Mr. Khadr access to counsel. The dispute appears to stem from a proposal that Lt.-Cmdr. Kuebler says Col. Masciola made to have the military lawyers assigned to Guantanamo cases also represent detainees who end up charged in a U.S. federal court. Lt.-Cmdr. Kuebler said he is concerned that Col. Masciola may have endorsed the notion that Mr. Khadr face further trial. Mr. Khadr's military lawyers have maintained that he should be subjected to rehabilitation, not a trial. Lt.-Cmdr. Kuebler argued that such an endorsement by the chief defence lawyer could constitute a conflict of interest. 

Full article (Globe and Mail)
United States - Senator seeks to have U.S. ratify Convention on the Rights of the Child

25 February 2009 - Sen. Barbara Boxer is pushing the Obama administration to move forward with ratification of the U.N. Convention on the Rights of the Child, a controversial treaty that has never gained much support in the U.S. Nearly every country in the world is party to it -- only the U.S. and Somalia are not -- but the convention has gained little support in the U.S. and never been sent to the Senate for ratification.

Full Article – Fox News

United States-Canada – Former Guantanamo prosecutor speaks of Omar Khadr

1 March 2009 - Last fall, Mr. Vandeveld did quit the controversial Guantanamo Bay military commissions system, becoming the latest member of the U.S. military to resign for ethical reasons. Last week, he spoke to The Globe and Mail about his transformation from a hardened prosecutor bent on revenge, to one of Guantanamo Bay's harshest critics – a man who now believes that many of the Guantanamo detainees, including Canadian Omar Khadr, were grossly abused. “We've mistreated that poor fellow,” Mr. Vandeveld said of Mr. Khadr, “regardless of what he's done.”

Full article (Globe and Mail)

États-Unis-Canada - Conférence de presse : La torture et les relations canado-américaines

Présentée par la Coalition pour l’Égalité de Traitement des Canadiens Détenus à l’Étranger le 12 Février 2009, chambre 214 Wellington Building, Colline du Parlement, Ottawa. L'affaire Omar Khadr est seulement un des nombreux cas de Canadiens torturés à l'étranger. Les présentateurs seront Alex Neve (Secrétaire général d’Amnestie Internationale), Maureen Webb (Lawyers Rights-Watch Canada, sera de parler d’Omar Khadr), Abdullah Almalki (survivant canadien de la torture), Yavar Hameed (l'avocat de Abousfian Abdelrazik). 

Réserver à l'avance: 613-614-1916 (Maria)

Pour plus d'informations
Yemen – Yemen rebuts report’s claim of child recruitment

7 February 2009 - Yemen’s Ministry of Defense last Tuesday refuted information from a global report condemning the recruitment and use of young children in armed conflicts.   “The report is baseless, and the allegations included within the report are not true and have nothing to do with reality,” an official source at the Ministry of Defense said.  The Global Report on Child Soldiers 2008, issued by the Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers said, “In Yemen, there are unconfirmed reports that untrained children as young as 15 were given weapons and sent to the front against an armed group in early 2007.” 
Full article (Yemen Observer)
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