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News Updates and Publications
Forced to flee – New series of short films on displacement
4 August 2009 - IRIN Films is pleased to announce the launch of “Forced to Flee” – a powerful series of short films about internal displacement. Around the world tens of millions of people have been forced to leave their homes. Some have been driven out by conflict, some by natural disaster. Some have been displaced in the name of development, others by climate change. Meet Kamarik and his wife Dharma who, in 2001, were chased out of their mountain village in Nepal by Maoist rebels. For the past eight years, they and their six children have lived “worse than dogs” in the capital Kathmandu.
More information available (IRIN)

Security Council expands criteria of violations against children during conflict

4 August 2009 - The Security Council today called on Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon to expand his list of parties who recruit child soldiers to include those who kill, maim, rape or commit other forms of sexual violence against children in wartime. Unanimously adopting resolution 1882, the Council strongly condemned such violations of international law committed against children and called on those parties on the Secretary-General’s so-called ‘list of shame’ to prepare “concrete time-bound action plans to halt those violations and abuses.”
Full article (UN News Centre)
Conferences and Events
52nd session of the Committee on the Rights of the Child                    The 52nd Session of the Committee on the Rights of the Child will take place from 14 September to 2 October at the Palais Wilson in Geneva, Switzerland. The Committee will examine reports from Bolivia, Mozambique, Pakistan, Philippines, and Qatar on their implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. In addition, the Committee will review reports on the implementation of the Optional Protocol on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography (OPSC) for Poland and Yemen and reports on the Optional Protocol on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict (OPAC) for Poland and Turkey.
More information available (CRIN)
______________________________________________________________________________

Regional News Updates
Afghanistan: Child rapist police return behind US, UK troops

29 July 2009 - The strategy of the major U.S. and British military offensive in Afghanistan's Helmand province aimed at wresting it from the Taliban is based on bringing back Afghan army and police to maintain permanent control of the population, so the foreign forces can move on to another insurgent stronghold. But that strategy poses an acute problem: The police in the province, who are linked to the local warlord, have committed systematic abuses against the population, including the abduction and rape of pre-teen boys, according to village elders who met with British officers.
Full article (Inter Press Service)
Afghanistan: Election may jeopardize education, says NGO

30 July 2009 - The use of schools as polling and vote-counting stations during Afghanistan’s upcoming elections could provoke anti-education activities, an Afghan rights watchdog warns. Polling for simultaneous presidential and provincial councils has been scheduled for 20 August and hundreds of schools across the country will be used as voting and vote-counting centres, according to Afghanistan’s Independent Elections Commission (IEC). “Because Afghan and international security forces will be involved in the protection of voting centres and also because the election is a strong political process, which is backed by the government and its international backers, insurgent attackers may not distinguish schools from other voting centres,” states a briefing paper issued by the Kabul-based Afghanistan Rights Monitor (ARM) on 29 July.
Full article (IRIN)

Afghanistan: Taliban rockets land near embassies in Afghan capital

4 August 2009 - Taliban militants fired at least nine rockets at the Afghan capital before dawn on Tuesday in the biggest attack of its kind for several years, some landing near major Western embassies, police and witnesses said. Amid an escalation of violence before Aug. 20 presidential elections, two rockets struck the Wazir Akbar Khan diplomatic area, home to both the U.S. and British embassies as well as the headquarters of the NATO-led International Security Assistance Force (ISAF). 

Full article (Reuters AlertNet)

Afghanistan: Over 20 schools attacked on election day
24 August 2009 - At least 26 schools in different parts of Afghanistan were attacked by Taliban insurgents on 20 August - election day - apparently because they were being used as polling stations, according to the Ministry of Education (MoE). "Of the 2,742 schools used as voting centres, 11 were attacked in Logar [Province], two in Khost, three in Kunduz, two in Baghlan, two in Kandahar, two in Laghman and four in Wardak Province," MoE spokesman Asif Nang told IRIN. No casualties have been reported because students were off that day, MoE officials said.
Full article (IRIN)

Burma/Myanmar: UN team to visit Myanmar over child soldiers
4 August 2009 - The United Nations said on Tuesday it was sending a team to Myanmar to press for action by the government and rebel groups to end the practice of using child soldiers. Reports by U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon have accused the army of Myanmar's military government and ethnic rebel militias, such as Karen groups in the east of the country, of recruiting children to serve as fighters. The latest report, issued in June, said there had been "grave violations" against children in Myanmar. It accused the junta of failing to provide proof of measures it said it was taking to end use of child soldiers, and of blocking U.N. access to rebel groups.
Full article (Reuters)

Burma/Myanmar: Burma’s sons of sorrow

6 August 2009 - Accompanying all the latest to-do over whether or not Burma’s regime is trying to obtain nuclear weapons has been the usual background noise about the menace of its conventional armed forces. Foreign pages’ editors excitedly describe the army as having half a million troops, as if they are all poised on the border to spill over into neighboring territories at a moment’s notice. Nobody knows the real size or capability of the army in Burma, although that doesn’t stop analysts the world over from sifting through secondhand sources for something with which to make a claim about this or that. Not even the army itself is likely to know precisely how many personnel it actually has, given that unit commanders play with numbers to satisfy the requirements of their superiors.
Full article (UPI Asia)

Burundi: ABA ROLI, partner organizations strive to reintegrate former child soldiers in Burundi
1 August 2009 - Knowing nothing but war, many boys growing up in Burundi during its civil conflict were raised to be soldiers. The future of these former child soldiers rests on their successful reintegration into society.  Their successful reintegration also helps keep Burundi from reverting back to civil conflicts. The ABA Rule of Law Initiative’s (ABA ROLI’s) program in Burundi focuses on addressing the numerous legal, psychological, vocational and social challenges associated with reintegrating former child soldiers. By partnering with local organizations, including Fondation Stamm, TPO Burundi and the Association des Juristes Catholiques du Burundi (AJCB), and by working with other legal and social services providers, ABA ROLI is fostering a multi-disciplinary approach to reintegration.

Full article (American Bar Association)

Burundi/Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC): New camp for Congolese refugees

3 August 2009 - At least 2,500 Congolese refugees are to be moved from Burundi's central province of Mwaro to the eastern Ruyigi province in a move aimed at consolidating camps across the country. Already, the new camp in Ruyigi is hosting 500 Congolese refugees who had been in the Songore transit camp in Ngozi province, Bernard Ntwari, the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) public information assistant, said. The refugees, due to be moved from 15 August from Gihinga camp, are mostly members of the Banyamulenge ethnic group, most of whom survived a massacre on 13 August 2004 at Gatumba camp, northwest of Bujumbura. 
Full article (IRIN)

Cambodia: Ex-Khmer Rouge child fighter digs up mines to ‘make his country safe’

28 July 2009 - The sweat streams down the faces of the brave men of the Cambodian Self Help Demining team as they march through a field known as "Daiearv" that is filled with live mines. The men, outfitted in army fatigues and sporting special helmets and protective vests, understand that each step they take is filled with danger, risk and unimaginable stress. In a region known for exquisitely beautiful teal green rice fields filled with purple water lilies, Daiearv is a stark reminder of Cambodia's war-torn past. 
Full article (WorldNetDaily)

Central African Republic: Trapped by the events of 6 June

26 August 2009 - As head of the village, Omar Fotor feels responsible for more than 40 families now sheltering in an improvised camp inside Birao, in the far north. "We are blocked in here," Fotor told IRIN. "It's not safe to go 2km outside Birao. I am extremely unhappy here. There is not enough to eat. The children are traumatized. This is not where they would normally sleep. Their school has been destroyed." The small-scale farming and fishing that had kept his people together was no longer possible. "There is nothing working," he emphasized. Toumo, his village 5km outside Birao, and neighbouring villages were burned by armed raiders in what Fotor describes as "the events of 6 June". Reports from the northeast at the time pointed to an early morning attack by armed members of the Kara community, with the raiders targeting both a military camp in Birao and nearby villages.
Full article (IRIN)
Central African Republic: Isolated families call for basic security - and clean drinking water

26 August 2009 - UNHCR staff have found more than 2,000 displaced civilians living in appalling conditions some 400 kilometres north of Bangui, capital of the Central African Republic (CAR), sick, hungry and forced to drink water alongside their cows. "I have worked with a lot of internally displaced people (IDPs) and refugees in DRC (Democratic Republic of the Congo), Chad and Cote d' Ivoire but I have never seen people living under such circumstances," said Annika Sjoberg, UNHCR's associate protection officer in Bangui, one of the first people to talk to the villagers.
Full article (UNHCR)
Colombia: Armed recruitment of children in Colombia forces indigenous off their land

12 August 2009 - In a distant corner of Colombia on the border with Brazil, the department of Vaupes is home to 27 different indigenous groups, each with a different culture and language. But confronted by conflict and forced displacement, many are at risk of not surviving. The Vaupes region is remote, extending over more than 50,000 square kilometers of jungle and rivers. There are just 16 kilometres of paved road circling the small city of Mitu, which is linked to the country's capital, Bogotá, by just two flights a week. The Rio Vaupes provides the only other means of transportation to the outside world. The region is also a stronghold of one of the country's largest irregular armed groups, which controls the rural areas while the national armed forces seek to reassert themselves beyond the city.
Full article (Reuters AlertNet)

Colombia: Investigate massacre in southern region, says NGO
27 August 2009 - The Colombian government should ensure a prompt, independent, and thorough investigation of the killings of 12 members of the Awá indigenous community, and take immediate measures to protect the community, Human Rights Watch said today. Armed men in camouflage broke into a home early on the morning of August 26, 2009, shooting and killing 11 people, including four children and three teenagers, and wounding three more. The killings took place in El Rosario, Tumaco, in the southern border state of Nariño. The massacre came on the heels of the killing of Gonzalo Rodríguez, another member of the community, on August 23.
Full article (Human Rights Watch)
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC): Number of IDPs in South Kivu jumps by 600%

31 July 2009 - The number of people fleeing fighting and reprisal attacks by Rwandan Hutu Forces démocratiques pour la libération du Rwanda (FDLR) militia in eastern Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) South Kivu Province has increased by up to 600 percent in a few weeks, say humanitarian officials. "We counted 9,330 displaced people in Uvira [territory in South Kivu] by the end of June. By 24 July, 56,300 people had been displaced," said Jens Laerke, spokesman for the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), adding that even more internally displaced persons (IDPs) had been recorded in the past two weeks.
Full article (IRIN)

DRC: UNICEF Executive Director Ann M. Veneman decries continued rape and violence against women and children in the DRC
27 August 2009 - UNICEF Executive Director Ann M. Veneman met with victims of rape and violence in the eastern provinces of the Democratic Republic of the Congo. They included a 15-year-old girl who she had met in 2006 during her first visit to this poverty and conflict-ravaged country.  “In 2006, I met a 12-year-old girl who was attacked and brutally raped by four men,” said Veneman.  “Her story has been with me ever since.  Three years on, she is wracked with physical pain, and even more, I saw heartbreaking mental anguish in her eyes.” She cannot go to school and she cannot afford to see a doctor.
Full article (UNICEF)
DRC: Mutinous soldiers add to civilian fear in east

28 August 2009 - A mutiny over pay, by a section of the army in the eastern Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) Uvira territory, is restricting population movement and heightening fear, say officials. 

Meanwhile, farther north, an escalation in attacks by Ugandan Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) rebels has prompted large-scale displacement. The Congolese army (FARDC) is in Uvira, South Kivu Province, in an operation to oust Rwandan Hutu FDLR [Forces démocratiques pour la libération du Rwanda] militia there. "It [the mutiny] was [caused by] some FARDC soldiers who were demanding their four-month salary arrears," Victor Chomachoma, the Uvira territory administrator, said.
Full article (Reuters AlertNet)

Ethiopia - Somalia: Ahmed Nour-Mohamed, "I hope to earn enough polishing shoes to take my family home"
28 August 2009 - Only nine years old, Ahmed Nour-Mohamed, from Ethiopia and living in Hargeisa, capital of secessionist Somaliland, has big plans – to make enough money from shoe-shining to take his father and siblings back home. Nour-Mohamed is one of dozens of Ethiopian children who have crossed into the Somaliland side of Tog-wajale town on the Ethiopia-Somalia border to undertake petty trade in Hargeisa.
Full article (Reuters AlertNet)

Greece: Create open centers for migrant children, says NGO

23 August 2009 - An estimated 150 unaccompanied migrant children being held in a detention center on Lesvos Island were on a hunger strike for four days to protest their living conditions, Human Rights Watch said today. The protest, reported by local sources, follows recent police sweeps of migrant living quarters in Greek cities. The children ended their strike on Friday, August 21. Human Rights Watch said that the use of detention for unaccompanied children shows the failure of Greece to fulfill its responsibilities toward these children.
Full article (Human Rights Watch)

Greece: UNHCR alarmed by detention of unaccompanied children in Lesvos, Greece
28 August 2009 - Earlier this week UNHCR staff visited the detention centre at Pagani on the Greek Island of Lesvos. They were shocked at the conditions in the facility, where more than 850 people are held, including 200 unaccompanied children, mostly from Afghanistan. The centre has a capacity of 250-300 people. The UNHCR staff described the condition of the centre as unacceptable. One room houses over 150 women and 50 babies, many suffering from illness related to the cramped and unsanitary conditions of the centre. 
Full article (Reuters AlertNet)
India: Voices of dissent over children’s education bill

22 August 2009 - The Children's [image: image1.png]



Right to Free and Compulsory Education Bill, which has been passed by both Houses of Parliament and is awaiting the President’s nod, is being severely criticised by the activists of Campaign Against Child Labour (CACL), who have demanded for the re-drafting of the bill. "The bill, in its present form, will never ensure equitable and quality education to all children because it excludes millions of children from the purview of the right to education," claimed Dr Rajni Kant, the state convener of CACL. The CACL is the largest network in 21 states in the country on child rights with 6,500 member organizations

Full article (Times of India)

Iraq: Iraqi refugees face urban challenges

4 August 2009 - Iraqi refugees in Syria, Jordan and Lebanon may be missing out on vital assistance because of problems tracing them in the cities, says the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) in a report, Surviving in the City. "The report notes the challenges UNHCR faces in dealing with the refugees who settled in the cities of Damascus and Aleppo in Syria, Amman in Jordan and Beirut in Lebanon." Most of the refugees fled after 2006 when sectarian violence broke out in Iraq, and settled in towns and cities - including places not covered by the report.
Full article (IRIN)
Israel: Investigate ‘white flag’ shootings of Gaza civilians, says NGO

13 August 2009 - During Israel's recent Gaza offensive, Israeli soldiers unlawfully shot and killed 11 Palestinian civilians, including five women and four children, who were in groups waving white flags to convey their civilian status, Human Rights Watch said in a report released today. The Israeli military should conduct thorough, credible investigations into these deaths to tackle the prevailing culture of impunity, Human Rights Watch said.
Full article (Human Rights Watch)
Israël/tPo: Les troupes israéliennes infligent des sévices aux enfants

Le 15 août 2009 - « Un ex-commandant de l’armée israélienne a déclaré à la BBC que des jeunes Palestiniens subissaient régulièrement des mauvais traitements de la part des soldats israéliens durant leur détention, » écrit Katya Adler, de la BBC, depuis Jérusalem et la Cisjordanie. « Vous prenez l’enfant, vous lui bandez les yeux, vous lui mettez les menottes, il tremble vraiment... quelquefois, vous lui attachez les jambes aussi. Ca peut parfois lui couper la circulation.
Lire l’article (Info-Palestine.net)

Malawi: 50 cigarettes a day for Malawian 5-year-olds

24 August 2009 - Child labourers working in Malawi's tobacco plantations are being exposed to dangerous levels of nicotine, tobacco dust, abuse and exploitation says a new study by Plan, a UK-based international children's charity. According to "Hard work, little pay and long hours", the report released by Plan on 24 August, child tobacco pickers in Malawi were being exposed to "high levels of nicotine poisoning - the equivalent of 50 cigarettes per day". "You reach a point where you cannot breathe because of the pain in your chest; then the blood comes when you vomit," one child told researchers.
Full article (IRIN)

Nepal: Nepal child soldiers stuck in camps

27 August 2009 - Nepal's government says discharging thousands of former Maoist child soldiers from United Nations-supervised camps has stalled because Maoists are not cooperating. There are an estimated 24,000 former Maoist soldiers still confined to camps in Nepal, as part of a 2006 peace agreement.
Full article (Australia Network News)

Nepal: Malnutrition rife in country's breadbasket
28 August 2009 - Nepal's food-insecure hill and mountain villages are not the only areas where malnutrition is rife: People living in the fertile southern plains of the Terai region, the country's industrial and agricultural heartland, are also malnourished, according to local nutritionists. 

"The malnutrition situation in the Terai is as bad as in the hills and mountains," Rajkumar Pokhrel, prominent nutritionist and head of the government's nutrition programme in Nepal's Department of Health, told IRIN. 

Full article (Reuters AlertNet)
Niger: When religious teachers traffic their students

26 August 2009 - Some of the highest-ranking teachers of Islam, known as marabouts, are responsible for trafficking children through Niger to neighbouring countries to beg and bring home cash, according to the research group Open Society Initiative for West Africa, which funded a recent local NGO training with more than 20 marabouts on the Koran and education. Koranic teachers are often implicated in domestic and cross-border child trafficking from Niger, according to a 2005 study by the National Nigerien Association of Human Rights.
Full article (IRIN)
Nigeria: Innocents “indiscriminately shot and killed”, rights group say

31 July 2009 - Security forces have killed innocent civilians and unarmed men in a crackdown on the radical religious group known as Boko Haram, which reportedly left several hundred people dead in Maiduguri, northeastern Nigeria, residents and human rights activists told IRIN. “It is unbelievable the way the security forces went about indiscriminately shooting and killing innocent residents of Maiduguri, and members of Boko Haram,” Shamaki Gad Peter, head of Jos-based League for Human Rights told IRIN. 

Full article (IRIN)

Occupied Palestinian Territories (oPt): Gaza mothers, newborns affected by Israeli blockade

20 August 2009 - Inadequate infrastructure, lack of equipment and a shortage of hospital staff are contributing to the deterioration of hospital care for mothers and newborns in Gaza, according to a July 2009 assessment by the World Health Organization (WHO) in Jerusalem. WHO attributes the dismal state of Gaza’s healthcare system to the Israeli blockade since June 2007, when Hamas took over control of the territory. “The Israeli blockade affects the supply of medical equipment and conditions in the maternity wards, and perpetuates the isolation of healthcare professionals, making it difficult to maintain international standards of practice,” said Tony Laurence, head of the WHO West Bank and Gaza Office in Jerusalem.
Full article (IRIN)

oPt: New military order on juveniles issued in the West Bank

25 August 2009 - On 29 July 2009, Gadi Shamni, the Israeli military commander in the West Bank, issued Military Order 1644 relating to juveniles. For the past 42 years, Palestinian children have been tried in the same military courts as adults, even though Israel is a signatory to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child which promotes the establishment of specialised juvenile courts (see Article 40(3)). After years of criticism, most recently by the UN Committee Against Torture, the Israeli military commander has now acknowledged the requirement for a child specific jurisdiction with the issuance of Military Order 1644.
Full article (Defence for Children International)
Pakistan: Schools in Swat re-open

3 August 2009 - Schoolchildren across Swat, Dir, Buner and other conflict-hit districts in North West Frontier Province (NWFP) returned to school for the first time in three months on 1 August, as educational institutions re-opened. The schools closed down in May amid fighting between government forces and Taliban militants. “All schools have now re-opened,” Qaisar Alam Khan, NWFP additional secretary for elementary and secondary education, told IRIN. The NWFP Education Minister Qazi Asad said in Peshawar that 356 schools had been damaged by the Taliban and the government was attempting to rebuild them.
Full article (IRIN)

Pakistan: Relief kits help Pakistan’s displaced as they return home or cope with temporary exile

24 August 2009 - Since fleeing shelling in her village in Lower Dir in northwest Pakistan three months ago, Amna* has been living with her family in two rented rooms in Peshawar, the capital of North West Frontier Province and a refuge for many who fled fighting. After receiving a family kit of sheets, quilts, sleeping mats, mosquito nets, plastic sheets, jerry cans and kitchen utensils from UNHCR last week, the 24-year old is now heading home – a journey of about four hours – to join her husband, a farmer, who returned several weeks ago.
Full article (UNHCR)
Pakistan: Struggling to earn a crust in Swat

27 August 2009 - People living in and around Swat Valley's principal city of Mingora are facing tough economic choices as a direct result of the recent clashes between government forces and militants in northwestern Pakistan. "There is a curfew in many places outside Mingora. People cannot work or move freely, and this means they cannot earn," said Shaukat Salim, a Mingora-based lawyer and human rights activist. Many people were being forced to sell household goods, jewelry or any other belongings to survive. "Soon they will have nothing left to sell," he said. Others say they have lost their livelihoods because of the damage caused to infrastructure by over two months of fierce fighting.
Full article (IRIN)

Philippines: Action plan for child-warriors signed 

30 July 2009 - AN action plan for child-soldiers in war zones in Mindanao was signed on Thursday by the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) and Philippine representatives of the United Nations Children’s Fund (Unicef). Edi Kabalu, MILF spokesman, said the forging of the action plan was made possible by the improving situation in Mindanao brought about by the successful two-day exploratory talks in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, between the peace panels of the government and the MILF. Based on MILF data, there are some 600,000 evacuees in Mindanao war zones. At least 66 percent of the evacuees are children.
Full article (Business Mirror)

Philippines: “Rebels and troops violated rights”

26 August 2009 - Members of the Philippines military, as well as the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF), have carried out large-scale human rights abuses, Amnesty International (AI) alleges. Over the past year, about 750,000 people have been displaced by the conflict, and while many have returned to their ruined villages, up to 240,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs) are "still vulnerable to abuses", AI states in Philippines: Shattered lives, beyond the 2008-2009 Mindanao Armed Conflict, released on 25 August. "There really is so much anxiety and insecurity on Mindanao island. We call this a human rights crisis," Amnesty section head for the Philippines, Aurora Parong, told IRIN in Manila. 
Full article (IRIN)

Philippines: Stop punishing our children, say advocates

27 August 2009 - reports that a large proportion of children around the world experience physical and humiliating or degrading punishment, child rights advocates on Thursday called on parents, guardians, and other authorities to end corporal punishment. At the media briefing on the Advocacy and Campaign for the Promotion of Positive Discipline and Prohibition of Corporal Punishment, Child Rights Network (CRN) highlighted the need for a law that will ban the corporal punishment of children in the homes, schools, and other settings. According to the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child, corporal punishment are cases where physical force is used and intended to cause some degree of pain or discomfort, however light. 
Full article (Inquirer.net)
Rwanda/Uganda: Go home, Uganda tells Rwandan refugees

4 August 2009 - Thousands of Rwandan refugees in Uganda could lose their status following the expiry of a deadline for voluntarily return to their country, officials said. "We have been pushed to the limits, there is no justification for them to remain in Uganda," Tarsis Kabwengyere, Uganda’s minister of disaster preparedness and refugees, said. Money, he added, was being spent on refugees whose home country was stable and willing to take them back. Ugandan camps had also swollen due to renewed violence in eastern Congo, and there was need for some refugees to return home.
Full article (IRIN)

Senegal: “Heaviest fighting in years" hits Casamance
26 August 2009 - Residents of Senegal’s Casamance region are shaken by some of the heaviest fighting in years between the army and alleged separatist troops, staying away from their plantations and closing shops before nightfall, residents and aid workers say. On 25 August automatic weapon and rocket-propelled grenade fire was heard in the main city Ziguinchor from 9pm for about three hours, residents told IRIN. “It sounded as if it was just behind the walls of our home,” said a local NGO worker who requested anonymity “because the situation is delicate”. “We have not seen fighting like this here since 2002," he said.
Full article (IRIN)
Sierra Leone: Sexual violence defies new law
30 July 2009 - Sierra Leone in 2007 passed innovative laws aimed at reinforcing women’s rights and clamping down on sexual violence, but as the government and social services struggle to implement the laws crimes against women remain rampant, officials say. Up to 67 percent of urban Sierra Leonean women were victims of domestic violence in 2008, Fatu Kargbo, a director in the Ministry of Social Welfare, Gender and Children’s Affairs (MSWBCA) told IRIN. Isha Bangura, director of the police Family Support Unit (FSU) – which receives most domestic abuse reports – said the most common domestic complaint they receive is physical violence.
Full article (IRIN)

Somalia: Hope for calm as government takes over Beletweyne

31 July 2009 - A week after government forces took control of Beletweyne in central Somalia's Hiiraan Region, residents and internally displaced people (IDPs) hope the prevailing calm will enable them to resume normal life. "We are really hoping for peace and stability so as to go back to our homes," Sagal Ahmed, 18, an IDP in Jowhar, Middle Shabelle region, told IRIN on 30 July. "I delivered my baby as I fled fighting [in Mogadishu] on 26 July when heavy gunfire erupted in our camp between opposition forces and government. Since our displacement, the drought has made food scarce and the insecurity has affected the ability of aid agencies to reach us."
Full article (IRIN)

Somalia: Humanitarian situation "worst in 18 years"
25 August 2009 - Somalia is facing the worst humanitarian crisis of the past 18 years, with an estimated 3.76 million people - half the population - needing aid as security deteriorates, officials say. 
"The recent post-Gu [long rains] analysis by the Food Security and Nutrition Analysis Unit [FSNAU of the UN Food and Agricultural Organization] indicates that this is the worst humanitarian crisis in Somalia in the last 18 years, since the collapse of the previous government," Graham Farmer, head of the FAO and acting UN humanitarian coordinator for Somalia, told IRIN on 25 August. He said the number now needing humanitarian aid had increased due to heightened conflict in some areas and drought in others.
Full article (IRIN)

Somalia: Cut off by insecurity, IDPs in Jowhar run out of food
27 August 2009 - Two months after food deliveries to Somalia's south-central town of Jowhar were halted, several thousand internally displaced persons (IDPs) are facing a food crisis, sources said. "The little food we were given in June is gone; we have had nothing in the last two months," Asiyo Jilibey, a community leader, told IRIN on 27 August. "I don’t know what will happen next but if help does not arrive soon we are in trouble.” Two months after food deliveries to Somalia's south-central town of Jowhar were halted, several thousand internally displaced persons (IDPs) are facing a food crisis, sources said. "The little food we were given in June is gone; we have had nothing in the last two months," Asiyo Jilibey, a community leader, told IRIN on 27 August. "I don’t know what will happen next but if help does not arrive soon we are in trouble."
Full article (IRIN)

South Africa: Health system failing mothers and babies

26 August 2009 - Each year in South Africa, an estimated 76,600 women, newborns and children die from preventable and treatable causes, putting the country among only a dozen in the world that have backtracked on the Millennium Development Goal (MDG) of reducing child mortality by 2015. Although HIV/AIDS has played a major role in the high rates of maternal and child mortality, between a quarter and a half of maternal and child deaths are the result of health-system failures, according to a report in "Health in South Africa", a new six-part series published in the UK-based medical journal, The Lancet.
Full article (IRIN)

Sri Lanka: From guns to pens: 100 ex-LTTE child combatants sit for exams
11 August 2009 - Not long ago, they were armed with guns and grenades, but 100 former LTTE child soldiers today picked up pens to write the high school examinations at a welfare camp in northern Sri Lanka. Other than the child combatants, 1,187 displaced Tamil children [image: image2.png]


also sat for the Advanced Level Examinations in the Vavuniya camp, an official said. Many of the children prepared for the exams after studying from the makeshift schools set up hurriedly in the camps for the internally displaced persons (IDP). Former LTTE cadres also took the exams in Chettikulam area in the war-ravaged north. Many of the ex-rebels had expressed willingness to go back to studies after spending years in the jungles fighting the Sri Lankan army, according to officials.
Full article (The Times of India)
Sudan: Call for disarmament after massacre

3 August 2009 - The weekend inter-ethnic attack that has left dozens of women and children dead near Akobo in Southern Sudan's Jonglei State demonstrated the urgent need to disarm communities in the region, an official said. "The attackers targeted people who were looking for food," a local NGO worker in Akobo told IRIN on 3 August. "Many of the injured have gunshot and panga [machete] wounds." Following the 2 August attack, he added, some people were moving west of Akobo town or towards the Ethiopian border, where they hope they can be safer and "find something to eat".
Full article (IRIN)

Sudan: More than 160 killed in South Sudan tribal raid

3 August 2009 - More than 160 people were killed when heavily armed South Sudan tribal fighters launched a dawn raid on a rival group, officials said on Monday, the latest in a series of bloody ethnic clashes. Most of the victims were women and children when men from the Murle ethnic group attacked a camp in the Akobo area of the region's swampy Jonglei state, where oil exploration is under way, on Sunday morning, officials said. "100 women and children, 50 men and 11 SPLA (soldiers from the southern Sudan People's Liberation Army) are being buried by the riverside this morning," Akobo commissioner Goi Jooyul Yol said in a statement on Monday.
Full article (Reuters AlertNet)

Sudan: Thousands flee renewed LRA rebel raids
24 August 2009 - Fresh attacks by Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) rebels in Southern Sudan have forced thousands of people to flee their homes and created a worrying spike in humanitarian needs, UN officials and aid workers warn. The recent attacks have triggered widespread panic and fear in regions bordering the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and the Central African Republic (CAR). In some areas, the UN has suspended humanitarian work. Aid workers and UN staff were evacuated by two helicopters on 13 August from Ezo, close to Sudan’s border with DRC, after an attack blamed on the LRA.
Full article (IRIN)

United States: Release all juvenile detainees from Guantánamo 

28 August 2009 - Radhika Coomaraswamy, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict welcomes the release of Mohammed Jawad from Guantanamo Bay detention camp. Mohammed Jawad was one of the youngest detainees and was freed after almost seven years in detention. He was accused of throwing a grenade at a vehicle with two American soldiers in Afghanistan in 2002. A military judge ruled that he had been coerced into confession and ordered his release. Jawad is also one of the last three juveniles in the detention camp who were under the age of 18 when they allegedly committed their crimes.
Full article (CRIN)

Yemen: IDP camp situation worsens

27 August 2009 - The humanitarian situation in IDP (internally displaced persons) camps in war-ravaged Saada and neighbouring governorates in northern Yemen is worsening due to a lack of basic services - water, sanitation and food - UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) Executive Director Ann Veneman said in a statement on 24 August. “Thousands more families remain trapped inside the conflict zone, unable to reach safer areas,” Veneman said. “They, too, are in urgent need of humanitarian support.” The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) reported on 24 August that insecurity was hindering aid agencies’ efforts to reach people affected by the fighting, which could see up to 150,000 people uprooted since the clashes first began in 2004.
Full article (IRIN)

Yemen: UNHCR calls for safe corridors in northern Yemen

28 August 2009 - The situation in Sa'ada city in northern Yemen remains dramatic. The fighting is ongoing, both inside the city and its surroundings. The town has been practically cut off from the rest of the world for a week now. Yesterday (Thursday), there were reports of continuous fighting between Al Houthi and government forces in northern Yemen, with both parties rejecting a cease fire and vowing to continue the hostilities. The UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Antonio Guterres, has called for opening humanitarian corridors in northern Yemen that would allow civilians to leave the conflict zone and humanitarian workers to deliver much needed humanitarian aid to thousands of displaced people in this remote part of the country.
Full article (ReliefWeb)

Yemen: Displaced families in Yemen need access to humanitarian aid
28 August 2009 - Despite the efforts of UNICEF and aid partners, the most vulnerable victims of the fighting are "in very bad shape," said UNICEF Representative in Yemen Aboudou Karimou Adjibade. Many of the displaced are living in temporary camps that have been impossible to reach with relief supplies, he added. Earlier this week, UNICEF Executive Director Ann M. Veneman issued a statement declaring the agency's readiness to assist the civilian population. "It is essential that we gain immediate and secure access to provide urgently needed humanitarian assistance. Children cannot be the innocent victims of conflict," she said.
Full article (Reuters AlertNet)
Zambia: NGOs fear law will hobble their activities
26 August 2009 - Zambian civil society fears the imminent introduction of legislation designed to regulate non-governmental organizations (NGOs) that may compromise their independence and even result in a clampdown on their operations. The 2009 NGO Bill, passed by parliament last week and now awaiting the signature of President Rupiah Banda to become law, calls for "the registration and co-ordination of NGOs, to regulate the work, and the area of work, of NGOs operating in Zambia."
Full article (IRIN)[image: image3]
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