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Canada has a duty to defend Omar Khadr

30 March 2009 - According to Radhika Coomaraswamy, the UN special representative for children in armed conflict, the distinction between voluntary and forced recruitment is superficial, and legally irrelevant when dealing with child combatants. Many Canadians are puzzled, and are being led astray, by Prime Minister Stephen Harper's flawed understanding of international law, and by his assertion that "to be a child soldier, you have to be in an army." Harper conveniently overlooks the fact that in the 1990s Canada led international efforts at the United Nations to draft the Optional Protocol on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict, which unequivocally prohibits the recruitment or use of children by armed groups and militias under any circumstances. Instead of acknowledging this bizarre contradiction, the government is desperately trying to redefine the term "child soldier." 

Full article (Montreal Gazette)

Court rules Ottawa must press for repatriation of Omar Khadr

23 April 2009 – In the latest and most direct rebuke of the Conservative government's stand on the Omar Khadr case, a Federal Court judge on Thursday ordered Ottawa to ask Washington for the return of the detained Canadian. “The ongoing refusal of Canada to request Mr. Khadr's repatriation to Canada offends a principle of fundamental justice and violates Mr. Khadr's rights,” Mr. Justice James O'Reilly of the Federal Court of Canada wrote in a 43-page decision. The judge specifically ordered that “the respondents request that the United States return Mr. Khadr to Canada as soon as practicable.” The respondents in the case are the Prime Minister, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, and the director of the Canadian Security Intelligence Service and the commissioner of the RCMP.

Mr. Khadr's lawyers were pleased with the decision, which imposes a clear judicial order on what is also a sensitive political issue. “We think it's the right decision and we hope the Canadian government follows through on it,” said Nate Whitling, one of Mr. Khadr's Canadian lawyers. “It's as simple as sending a letter or picking up a phone.”

Full article (Globe and Mail)

Court ruling available 

Article similaire - Omar Khadr doit revenir au pays – Radio-Canada

Article similaire -  Rapatriement de Khadr: le gouvernement Harper songe à faire appel – La Presse

Similar article - Court Says Canada Must Seek Return of Guantánamo Detainee – NY Times
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News updates and Publications
Report: Strengthening protection of children through accountability

March 2009 - The report examines the role of the UN Security Council in holding to account persistent violators of children’s rights and protections in situations of armed conflict by Gerard Mc Hugh, the President of Conflict Dynamics International with the support of Foreign Affairs and International Trade Canada. This report presents the findings and observations from a project undertaken by Conflict Dynamics – funded by Foreign Affairs and International Trade Canada (DFAIT) – the objective of which was to assess measures the UNSC has taken and could take to hold to account persistent violators of children’s human rights and protections in situations of armed conflict.

Report available (Conflict Dynamics International)
Guide to support those working and living with children affected by violence

The book Protect the Children! was developed by 'Save the Children as part of a package of learning materials for child rights workers about relevant measures to protect children against violence. The book discusses the different forms of violence and how to identify these, and gives practical advice on how to act to promote the protection of children.' 

More information available (Development Gateway Foundation)

Security Council cross-cutting Report on data in resolutions

15 April 2009 - The 2008 Security Council Report examined relevant data from 2003 to 2007 in resolutions, presidential statements, visiting missions, Secretary-General’s reports, peace agreements and peacekeeping mandates. In this report they again look at the data from the same areas for 2008 and compare the results with those of their report of last year and give an updated assessment of the impact of the monitoring and reporting mechanism and the Council’s Working Group on the mainstreaming of the issue of children and armed conflict into the Council’s overall work. 
Developments with regards to Resolution 1612 are also examined. 

 Full Report (Security Council Report)
Strengthening the Security Council’s Response to Sexual Violence and Attacks on Education in Armed Conflict

20 April 2009 – Human Rights Watch provides recommendations to the Security Council 

And states that although the Security Council has identified six grave violations against children in armed conflict, to date it has focused primarily on the recruitment and use of child soldiers. Other violations affect much larger numbers of children, and result in terrible and long-lasting consequences, but have not received the same focused international response. 

Although all violations against children in armed conflict deserve greater attention, this paper focuses particularly on ways that the Security Council can enhance its response to sexual violence and attacks on education. 
Full article (Human Rights Watch)

Annual report to the Security Council on children and armed conflict

22 April 2009 - The Annual Report of the Secretary-General to the Security Council on Children and Armed Conflict (A/63/785-S/2009/158) has been issued today. It will be examined by the Security Council during an Open Debate on Children and Armed Conflict scheduled for 29 April 2009. The Secretary-General's report documents grave violations against children in 20 situations of concern, including Afghanistan, Burundi, Central African Republic, Chad, Colombia, Côte d'Ivoire, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Georgia, Haiti, Iraq, Lebanon, Myanmar, Nepal, Occupied Palestinian Territory and Israel, the Philippines, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Thailand and Uganda. 

Full article (RefliefWeb)
New web portal by the International Committee of the Red Cross

"The idea of the Red Cross was born 150 years ago when one individual, Henry Dunant, decided to take action to help thousands of soldiers, who were wounded near Solferino in northern Italy. His legacy lives on today in the selfless acts of all those around the world who offer hope in a moment of need or despair," said Yves Daccord, the ICRC's director of communications. “Each day, there are countless stories of unsung courage and achievement just waiting to be told. We want the web portal to be a place where someone who is making a difference in one corner of the world can inspire someone on the opposite side of the globe.” The web portal exists in English, French, Spanish and Arabic and serves as an online gateway for individuals looking to make a difference. For the first time, the IFRC and ICRC have placed special emphasis on engaging social media sites in an effort to connect with a broader global audience.
More information available 

Report: Because I am a girl examines the state of the world’s girls

The report, produced annually until 2015, will follow the lives of specific girls around the world through a cohort study. The Real choices, Real lives cohort study was set up to follow 135 girls from birth until their ninth birthday, in 2015. Every year researchers will visit the girls and their families to learn about their health, their education, and their daily experiences, and over time will build a picture of how their gender affects their lives. Findings from the study will be published in each of Plan's yearly Because I am a Girl reports. This compelling research will be used to advocate for changes to government policies to benefit girls worldwide.

Report available (Plan Canada)

Ban urges action against recruitment of children for use in armed conflict

29 April 2009 - There’s a call for the UN Security Council to consider action to strike a blow against the recruitment of children for use in armed conflict, and stop those violators from continuing to victimise children. In remarks to the Security Council's meeting on Children and Armed Conflict Wednesday, Secretary-general Ban Ki-moon describes the council's meeting as an affirmation that the plight of children caught in conflict zones is a threat to international peace and security.
Full article (UN Radio)

Seen, but not heard: placing children and youth on the security governance agenda

Security sector reform (SSR) is increasingly being seen as a key component of post-conflict reconstruction. This is due to the recognition that for there to be an emergence of a fair and equitable society the state’s security apparatus needs to be inclusive of and responsive to the needs of all its citizens. Nowhere is this more needed than for children and young people who undoubtedly suffer most during conflict and violence. However, although there has been increased recognition of the need for a gender perspective in security governance, children have largely been ignored – in part due to the fact that they do not have a ‘political voice’. Yet there are a significant number of areas of security governance which are requisite in order to ensure states fulfil their obligations to the ‘rights of the child’ which includes demobilising and reintegrating former child soldiers into society 

Document available
Calls to action
World Day for the Prevention of Child Abuse November 19

Launched in 2000, the World Day has as its main purpose to create a global culture of prevention of child abuse worldwide. We sincerely hope that you will join the 2009 coalition and that you will invite your members and partners to do the same. Register your organisation and planned activity today and join the 2009 World Campaign for Prevention of Child Abuse. Prevention The Women’s World Summit Foundation hopes to count you among the 2009 coalition members and celebrate with you the power of partnership in creating a global culture for prioritising prevention.
Full article (Women’s World Summit Foundation)
Call for papers on peace operations and the environment
The Pearson Peacekeeping Centre (PPC) is pleased to announce a “Call for Papers” for Volume 12 of our journal The Pearson Papers. The environment is an issue that can no longer be neglected. Despite this knowledge, international institutions and states still respond in silos instead of understanding the relationship and interconnections among cross-cutting issues. Environmental degradation, natural disasters and the competition for resources have a real impact on the success or failure of peace operations and post-conflict peace building efforts. Conversely, peace operations are not neutral in their effects and managing change can also have intended and unintended impacts on the environment. Consequently, it is imperative that the environment be factored into the overall response to conflict. The deadline for submissions is June 1st, 2009. 
More information available 

Letter by Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers to the Security Council members

20 April 2009 - A letter was sent to the UN Security Council members in advance of the debate on children in armed conflict urging, among other things, that the full extent of government illegal recruitment and use in hostilities of children is addressed, that pressure is increased on armed groups to end the recruitment and use of children and that all available tools are used to pressure the immediate release of children. The Coalition calls upon the Security Council to urge states that have not already done so, to ratify the Optional Protocol without delay: and to coordinate with and support the efforts of the Committee on the Rights of the Child to ensure its effective implementation. 

Letter available (Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers)

Call on Prime Minister Harper to comply with Federal Court ruling

24 April 2009, in the face of such a clear description of state obligation to a young Canadian citizen detained abroad, signals from the government of Canada that they intend to appeal the Court ruling are both troubling and disappointing. Human rights are universal. Governments cannot pick and choose which obligations to uphold in the name of security. Justice O’Reilly determined “no other remedy would appear to be capable of mitigating the effect of the Charter violations in issue or accord with the Government’s duty to promote Mr Khadr’s physical, psychological and social rehabilitation and reintegration.” It is time for the Prime Minister to do the right thing by Omar Khadr and ask US President Obama to return him to Canada.

More information available (Amnesty International)

E-petition calling on Canadian government to support world’s girls
Plan has launched an e-petition to call on the Canadian Government to live up to its international reputation as a global leader on gender equality by supporting the world's girls, with the aim of reaching 2000 signatures by May 15, International Family Day, exactly one year from the day we started this initiative. Please help us reach our goal of 2000 names, by signing this petition and sending it along to family and friends. 
Petition available (Plan Canada)
Conferences and events
Child, Family and Community mental health in the cultural context

22 April 2009, The University of McGill is hosting a two-day public conference aimed at a wide audience to address topics of mental health such as Child Soldiers: Comparison of Mental Health Between Former Child Soldiers and Never-Conscripted Children in Nepal. The conference is on April 30-May 1, 2009. All sessions will be held in the auditorium of the Institute of Community and Family Psychiatry, 4333 Côte Ste-Catherine, Montréal, Québec. 
More information available 

Ouverture du séminaire sur les missions de paix des Nations Unies
27 April 2009, La conférence inaugurale du séminaire sur les missions de paix des Nations Unies sera présenté par le conférencier d'honneur M. Lakhdar Brahimi, ancien Représentant spécial du Secrétaire général Kofi Annan et auteur du rapport de 2000 sur le maintien de la paix. "Double défi de l'ONU: Le maintien de la paix et la responsabilité de protéger" lundi 4 mai à 19h00 à la salle Marie-Gérin-Lajoie, Pavillon Judith Jasmin, J-M400 (au 405, rue Sainte-Catherine Est, métro Berri-UQAM).

Presentation by the Civilian Peace Service Canada

Presented by Gordon Breedyk and Ross McNaughton, the Civilian Peace Service Canada (CPSC) is currently undertaking a pilot program to accredit civilian Peace Professionals, based upon an assessment of Core Values and Key Competencies.  These values and competencies have been established based upon an extensive literature review and discussions with international experts in the field of conflict resolution / transformation.  The pilot program will assess between 5 and 10 individuals currently working in various aspects of peace and conflict resolution work and will “accredit” those who successfully complete the assessment process as “Peace Professionals”. Monday, 4th May 2009, 1:00p.m.-3:00p.m., CANADEM Room, 10th Floor, 1 Nicholas Street, Ottawa. Please RSVP to Silke Reichrath at prevention@peacebuild.ca 
Roundtable on ‘Policing in Afghanistan’

A recipient of the Order of Merit of the Police Forces, Tonita Murray brings a wealth of experience to the table. Topics of discussion include what the international community/ISAF is doing with regard to policing in Afghanistan, institution building in the Mol and the role of women police officers. Monday, May 4th, 11:00a.m. – 12:30p.m., CANADEM conference Room, 10th Floor, 1 Nicholas Street, Ottawa. A light lunch will be provided. Space is limited. Please RSVP to Clare Morris at powg@peacebuild.ca by May 1st. 
Returned: a film on child soldiers of Nepal’s Maoist army

How did Nepal, a peaceful landlocked country,become home to the most dramatic Maoist insurgency in modern history? RETURNED: Child Soldiers of Nepal’s Maoist Army tells the personal story of Nepali boys and girls as they attempt to rebuild their lives after fighting a Maoist revolution. Through the voices of former child soldiers, the film examines why these children joined the Maoists and explores the prevention of future recruitment.
More information available
Théâtre Au secours des enfants-soldats

3 avril 2009 - Le bruit des os qui craquent  prend l'affiche à Montréal, après avoir été créée en France en janvier dernier. Elle met en scène, non pas un jeune homme, mais une jeune fille, Elikia, devenue malgré elle membre des rebelles à l'âge de 10 ans. Ce choix artistique vise à mettre en lumière le fait que le tiers des enfants-soldats sont des filles qui, en plus de se battre comme les garçons, héritent des tâches ménagères et deviennent les esclaves sexuelles des petits chefs de guerre. Cette fiction sonne d'autant plus vraie pour les spectateurs qu'ils ont vu, en entrant dans la salle, des photos d'une jeune femme qui a été enrôlée de force dans le Groupe de résistance armée du Seigneur et qui s'est ensuite retrouvée dans un camp de réfugiés, en Ouganda. L'exposition s'intitule C'est aussi mon histoire. Je m'appelle Béatrice. J'ai 15 ans. Elle juxtapose les portraits réalisés par la photographe militante Lara Rosenoff aux textes signés par la jeune Béatrice, à la fois durs et naïfs.

Pour plus d'informations (Radio-Canada)

Courses and Training sessions

Master interdisciplinaire en droits de l’enfant à Sion

L’Institut Universitaire Kurt Bösch à Sion, en collaboration avec l'Université de Fribourg, propose pour la rentrée académique en septembre 2009 une nouvelle volée du Master interdisciplinaire en droits de l'enfant (MIDE). Le MIDE est une formation universitaire de 90 crédits ECTS, répartie sur trois semestres d'études. Laissant une place importante à la participation active des étudiant(e)s, le MIDE est organisé autour d'un projet pédagogique interdisciplinaire innovant qui s'appuie sur des connaissances démontrées en matière de droits de l'enfant et sur des expériences acquises dans l'offre d'autres formations universitaires, notamment le Master of Advanced Studies in Children's Rights. Le délai d’inscription est le 15 mai 2009. 

Pour plus d'informations 
CERIUM Summer School on Peace Operations

Registration for the CERIUM Summer School on Peace Operations has begun. This course will take place from Tuesday 7 July to Sunday 12 July 2009. Intended for NGOs, civil servants, diplomats, journalists, business professionals, students and any person interested in international affairs, this course will look at how the face of peace operations is changing and what roles are played by the different actors implicated in such a context. Among the topics covered: The U.N. doctrine on peacekeeping, Implementing peace, The use of force, The responsibility to protect, Canada and peacekeeping operations, Regionalisation of operations, Multidimensional operations. This course is also offered in French. 

More information available 
Vacancies
Capacity building consultant in the Democratic Republic of Congo
War Child Canada is currently looking for a qualified individual to fill the position of Capacity Building Consultant, in the DRC for a three month contract, with possibility of renewable of another three months. This individual will be responsible for the creation of financial practices and policies in line with the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) as well as preparation for an internal financial audit. Deadline for submissions is 8 May 2009. Email:jobs@warchild.ca

Fax: (1) 416-971-7946. Only those applicants selected for an interview will be notified. No phone calls please. 
More information available
International volunteer position with Oxfam

Position at Oxfams Jerusalem office: Networking and Documentation advisor. Anyone who is a citizen of Canada, a permanent resident in Canada, or a citizen of a developing country can become an international volunteer. International volunteers sign up because they are motivated by a spirit of solidarity and commitment to support the activities of one or several of our partners in sustainable development projects or programs.

More information available
United Nations INSTRAW consultancy vacancy

Vacancy announcement with UN INSTRAW, Gender, Peace and Security advisor. The duration is for 6 months initially, with a possibility of extension. Interested applicants should present their applications by 22 May 2009. 
More information available
______________________________________________________________________________

Country articles

Afghanistan – The world’s youngest terror suspect, age 11

8 April 2009 - A would-be suicide bomber aged 11 has been arrested alongside Taliban fighters. Known only as Abdullah, the youngster was caught crossing the mountains from Pakistan’s tribal region into Afghanistan wearing a jacket packed with explosives. Police say he is the youngest terror recruit they have ever come across. Abdullah has also become Afghanistan’s youngest prisoner but he is still being held at a top security prison in the capital, Kabul. 

Full article (Daily Mail UK)

Afghanistan – Five million children not in school
KANDAHAR, 21 April 2009 - Razia, aged 10, cannot go to school because doing so is deemed too risky for girls in the southern province of Kandahar, and because her father believes only boys should attend school. “My father says schools are not for girls and that girls should work at home,” she told IRIN in Kandahar, adding that she had always wanted to go to school and become a doctor. Her father, Abdul Rahim, said: “I am not the only father banning my daughter from school… No man wants his daughter or sister to be attacked and disgraced by the Taliban for schooling,” Rahim said. His fears are not baseless: In November 2008, unidentified attackers sprayed acid over a dozen of female students and teachers in Kandahar Province in what was seen as a move to discourage girls’ education.
Full article (IRIN)
Burma/Myanmar – Interviews on forced recruitment, child soldiers and abuse in the army

In February 2009, KHRG interviewed two former Burma Army soldiers who had deserted from their units in 2008 while operating in Karen State, eastern Burma. These two interviews provide yet more supporting evidence of the deteriorating conditions and low morale within the Burma Army that have been increasingly documented by KHRG and others. The apparent efforts by the State Peace and Development Council (SPDC) leadership to maintain an estimated 350,000 to 400,000-strong military in the face of ongoing desertion - largely fuelled by corruption, theft, discrimination, poor remuneration and mistreatment within the ranks - are unrealistic. Indeed, one report has estimated that Burma's Armed Forces currently sustain an average monthly desertion rate of 1,600 troops. As a consequence, recruitment officers and other military personnel (often in collusion with the police) rely on threats and enticements to ensure the regular enlistment of new (often underage) recruits.

Full article (Karen Human Rights Group)
Burundi – Sporting chance at a new life for former child soldiers

14 April 2009 - At an impromptu sports clinic, UNICEF Representative in Burundi Gloria Kodzwa gave a strong pep talk to 112 children separated last week from Burundi’s last rebel group, the Palipehutu-FNL. Ms. Kodzwa was on a visit to the Gitega Demobilisation Centre to assess the situation of the children and to deliver a UNICEF recreation kit for their use. Herself a former Olympic bronze medalist in basketball, Ms. Kodzwa coached the young people on that game and on tossing Frisbees. Leading by example, she also coaxed several of them to try skipping rope. 

Full article (UNICEF)

Burundi – Rebels starting to disarm

21 April 2009 - African Union troops are physically disarming 21,000 fighters from Burundi's last active rebel group, the Forces for National Liberation (FNL). It follows a weekend ceremony where FNL leader Agathon Rwasa symbolically surrendered his own weapons to the AU. A grenade attack killed six people but the BBC's Prime Ndikumagenge says it was not linked to the rebels. But he says it shows how many weapons are circulating in Burundi following more than 10 years of ethnic conflict. According to the AFP news agency, estimates put the number of weapons owned illegally at between 100,000 and 300,000. National radio reported a mother and her five children were killed on Monday night when a grenade was thrown into a house in Buriri Province, south of the capital Bujumbura. 

Full article (BBC)
Related article - Demobilisation of thousands of former rebels begins - IRIN
Canada – Louise Arbour invite à prendre leçon du cas Arar

24 avril 2009 - L'ancienne haute-commissaire des Nations unies aux droits de la personne, Louise Arbour, estime que le gouvernement fédéral a l'obligation de rapatrier au pays Omar Khadr et Abousfian Abdelrazik, tous les deux pris à l'étranger. Selon elle, en s'inclinant constamment devant les «obstacles procéduraux» au lieu de faire preuve de courage, le Canada viole le droit de ses deux citoyens de rentrer chez eux. «Dans les cas de MM. Abdelrazik et Khadr, je pense que le gouvernement canadien n'est pas à la mesure de ses obligations envers des citoyens canadiens qui sont à l'étranger dans des circonstances où leur droit de rentrer au pays, à mon avis, n'est pas respecté», a déclaré Mme Arbour. Abousfian Abdelrazik est ce Canadien coincé à l'ambassade de Khartoum, au Soudan, parce que ses papiers de voyage ont expiré et que le Canada ne veut pas lui en émettre d'autres sous prétexte qu'il est inscrit sur une liste internationale de terroristes. Mme Arbour rappelle le cas de Maher Arar et félicite le Canada d'avoir eu le courage, que très peu d'autres pays ont eu, de tenir une enquête publique pour comprendre ce qui lui était arrivé. Mais elle aimerait que cette enquête serve aussi à éviter les erreurs futures. 
Lire l'article (Le Devoir)

Canada – Les jeunes manifestent contre l’utilisation des enfants-soldats

26 avril 2009 - Des manifestations contre l'utilisation des enfants-soldats ont eu lieu samedi dans une dizaine de pays d'Europe et d'Amérique. Au Canada, des centaines de militants se sont rassemblés dans les principales villes du pays, dont Ottawa. Quelque 300 jeunes ont manifesté au centre-ville de la capitale nationale pour dénoncer l'enrôlement forcé des enfants par des groupes militaires de l'Ouganda, du Soudan et d'ailleurs en Afrique. Les manifestants ont installé un campement devant le Musée de la guerre pour y passer la nuit. Ils ont écrit des lettres aux politiciens pour les sensibiliser à leur cause. Par ailleurs, les jeunes enverront aussi des lettres à des joueurs de hockey et des artistes dans l'espoir de voir ces personnalités endosser leur cause.

Lire l'article (Radio-Canada)

Chad – Instability threatens demobilisation of child soldiers

N'DJAMENA, 16 April 2009 - On paper rebels and the military in Chad are in agreement: a child should not be part of any armed forces. But renewed insecurity over the last few months has triggered an increase in child recruitment, humanitarian workers say. In 2008 just 59 children were freed from the armed forces and rebel groups and none so far in 2009, according to UNICEF. Many aid workers in Chad told IRIN the recruitment of children has increased in recent months. "Armed groups continue to recruit child soldiers freely", the international organisation Oxfam said in a recent statement. Recruitment campaigns, carried out by "unidentified" entities, often target refugee camps in eastern Chad, where more than 250,000 people who have fled Darfur are living. 

Full article (ReliefWeb)
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) –Psychologist describes trauma of child soldiers

7 April 2009 - A clinical psychologist on Tuesday told the trial of Thomas Lubanga that former child soldiers suffer high levels of post traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). Psychologist Elisabeth Schauer cited a study of 1,100 abductees in Uganda which found PTSD among 40 per cent of those who stayed in captivity for more than one month. Schauer, who has worked with former child soldiers and is the director of the German NGO Vivo International, said 27 per cent of the children who stayed with rebels for less than a month suffered PTSD. Lubanga, who headed the Union of Congolese Patriots (UPC) and its militia, is on trial at the International Criminal Court (ICC) for recruiting child soldiers during 2002 and 2003. Judge Adrian Fulford asked Schauer whether those suffering from PTSD could have a reliable recollection of events and be able to narrate them in a consistent, chronological order. She replied that they could not remember single incidents without the whole memory coming back to them. As a result, they were often uncomfortable talking about traumatic experiences, she said.

Full article (Institute for War and Peace Reporting)

DRC - LRA remains threat to civilians in Eastern Congo

9 April 2009 - The head of the United Nation's peacekeeping mission in the Democratic Republic of Congo says significant progress has been made in stabilising conflict areas in the East, but that the Lords Resistance Army continues to pose a serious threat to civilians there. Fighters from the Democratic Liberation Forces of Rwanda or FDLR have also begun voluntarily going home. Doss said more than 500 fighters and their dependents have been repatriated this year. Doss, who heads the U.N. mission known as MONUC, said this change has brought new challenges, including paying salaries and providing food and ammunition to the newly integrated troops. But he said it has also brought a very important success - the release of many child soldiers.
Full article (Voice of America)
DRC - UN envoy to push for children’s right in peace process

13 April 2009 – The United Nations human rights envoy tasked with protecting the rights of children in armed conflict is set to arrive tomorrow in the DRC for talks to ensure greater protection for children amid the ongoing humanitarian crisis engulfing the country’s east. Radhika Coomaraswamy, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative, seeks to assess first-hand the situation of children in the vast African nation and will focus on the plight of child soldiers, sexual violence and other crimes against children, and the special needs of internally displaced and refugee children. She will meet with the Government, civil society groups, children affected by conflict and others in the aftermath of the peace agreement signed last month between the DRC and the main Tutsi rebel militia known as the National Congress for People’s Defence and other armed groups.

Full article (UN News Centre)
DRC – Child soldiers to be released amid crisis in volatile eastern DR Congo

21 April 2009 – Plans are under way to release more child soldiers in the DRC, a UN envoy said today at the end of a one-week visit, urging an end to ongoing violations against children in a humanitarian crisis engulfing the country’s east. Radhika Coomaraswamy, the Secretary General’s Special Representative tasked with ensuring the protection of children in armed conflict, said she met with the DRC’s defense minister and army generals and received commitments for the release of children from the Congolese forces (FARDC) and other armed groups. Child soldiers associated with a key rebel group known as the National Congress for People’s Defence (CNDP) and other militias will be released and reintegrated within their communities in the framework of their integration into the National Army. Since January, about 1,200 child soldiers have been demobilised from various armed groups in North Kivu province. 
Full article (UN News Centre)
Similar article - Fears over child soldiers - IRIN
DRC – Armed groups sign an agreement to dissolve their organisations

GOMA, 21 April 2009 - Eighteen rebel and self-defence militia groups in the eastern DRC signed an agreement on 18 April to dissolve their organisations, although some expressed concern that the grievances that led them to take up arms had not been fully addressed. The agreement follows a series of undertakings aimed at restoring peace to the region’s restive Kivu provinces, a process that has already seen thousands of fighters integrated into the national army. “In this declaration all the groups clearly announced that they no longer exist,” said Apollinaire Malumalu, the coordinator of the committee that is following up progress on the various peace accords. 

Full article (IRIN)

DRC – Children burned to death by Rwandan Hutu militia

On the night of April 17, 2009, Rwandan Hutu militia, the Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR) attacked Luofu and Kasiki villages in the southern Lubero territory of North Kivu province in eastern Democratic Republic of Congo killing at least seven civilians, including five young children who burned to death in their homes. At least seven other civilians were injured and 300 houses were burned to the ground. The following photos and eyewitness accounts were gathered by Human Rights Watch researchers who were in Luofo village the day after the attacks.

Congolese army soldiers positioned in both Luofu and Kasiki reportedly put up little or no resistance and fled, along with the local residents and thousands of displaced persons who had sought refugee in the two villages from previous waves of violence in the past two months.

Full article (CRIN)

DRC – Swapping an AK for a motorbike

29 April 2009 - André (not his real name), 20, is a resident of Kanyarutshinya village, north of Goma, the North Kivu provincial capital. The former child combatant served in the ranks of the Rassemblement Congolais pour la démocratie (RCD) and Congrès national pour la defense du peuple (CNDP) militia; both groups have since been integrated into the government. Some 511 child combatants have been demobilised after the 18 April signing of an agreement dissolving 18 rebel and self-defence militia groups in North Kivu. He shared his experience with IRIN. "My father had just been killed during the war and it became very difficult to survive. I thought the only solution would be joining the armed groups like most of the youth my age who were going either voluntarily or by force.
Full article (IRIN)

DRC – Congo ex-rebel working with UN

29 April 2009 - An indicted war criminal is playing a leading role in the UN mission in the Democratic Republic of Congo, according to documents seen by the BBC. A Congolese army paper suggests ex-rebel leader Gen Bosco Ntaganda has a major part in the command chain, says a BBC correspondent in the country. The UN-Congolese force is fighting Hutu rebels in the eastern DR Congo. The force says Congolese authorities have given assurances that Gen Ntaganda is not involved in joint operations. Gen Ntaganda - known as "the Terminator" - is wanted by the International Criminal Court for alleged forced enrolment of child soldiers in 2002-2003. 

Full article (BBC News)

Netherlands– Former child soldiers discuss conflict children

Two former child soldiers and a Bosnian who survived the siege of Sarajevo met this weekend to discuss ways to help other children caught up in conflicts to make their voices heard. Ishmael Beah, Zlata Filipovic and Kon Kelei _ all now in their late 20s _ gathered in a former church in Amsterdam to thrash out the structure of a U.N.-backed network they helped found last year. The network aims to help children trapped in war zones around the world. The group, called the Network of Young People Affected by War, plans to push for the prosecution of those who victimise children, and for adequate protection of child victims after they testify in trials. 

During two days of meetings at the headquarters of the charity War Child Holland, the three discussed ways of pushing governments to cut military aid to groups known to use child soldiers, and plans for urging countries to pass laws allowing them to prosecute anybody who allows the conscription of children in war.

Full article (Taiwan News)

Israel/oPt – Gaza orphans in the spotlight

1 April 2009 - An estimated 1,346 children were left without one or more of their parents as a result of the recent 23-day Israeli assault on Gaza, according to Islamic Relief in Gaza. An orphan is defined by Islamic Relief as a child under 18 who has lost the parent considered the head of the household, most often the father, according to a child welfare programme manager for Islamic Relief Mahmoud in Gaza, Abudraz. The official UNICEF definition of an orphan is a child who has lost one or both parents. There are currently about 5,200 orphans under Islamic Relief's definition in Gaza. "There has been a dramatic increase in [the number of] requests for sponsorship [of such children] in Gaza," Abudraz said.

Full article (IRIN News)
Israel/oPt – Israeli troops reveal Gaza abuses

1 April 2009 - The Israeli army has dismissed as "hearsay" the testimonies of soldiers who served in Gaza during the recent 22-day military offensive and who gave chilling accounts of the conduct of some of the troops. However, what they have described sounds familiar to Amnesty International's researchers who arrived in Gaza towards the end of the conflict and spent three weeks investigating case after case of unwarranted attacks on defenceless civilians, many of them children. The information raises the question of why soldiers fired two tank shells into the bedroom of Dr Abu al-‘Eish's daughters in the afternoon of 16 January, killing three of his daughers and one of his nieces, as well as seriously injuring a fourth daughter and another niece. There were no militants in the house, only civilians, most of them children.
Full article (Amnesty International)
Israel/oPt – Over 150,000 Gazans still without tap water

GAZA CITY, 7 April 2009 - Over 150,000 Palestinians in Gaza (around 10 percent of the population) are struggling without tap water as a result of the damage caused to wells, pipes and waste water facilities during the recent 23-day Israeli offensive which ended on 18 January. "Our requests via the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) to the Israeli military during the conflict to allow shipments of construction materials and spare parts to repair wells and facilities damaged during the war were denied," Coastal Municipalities Water Utility (CMWU) director-general Monther Shoblak told IRIN. Shoblak estimates that 50,000 people lack tap water after losing their homes, while a further 100,000 have dry taps because of damage to the water supply network. 
Full article (IRIN)
Israel/oPt – Signs of worsening malnutrition among children

GAZA CITY, 21 April 2009 - Rising poverty, unemployment and food insecurity in Gaza, compounded by the recent 23-day Israeli offensive, have increased the threat of child malnutrition, say UN agencies, health ministry officials and healthcare NGOs in Gaza. In April 2008 UNICEF estimated there were about 255,000 under-five children in Gaza, with about 26,265 at risk of malnutrition, and 657 most likely to be severely wasted. Roughly two-thirds of the population - 50 percent of whom are under 18 - is deemed food insecure, according to FAO. 
Full article (IRIN)
Israel/oPt – Israelis followed law in Gaza according to internal investigation

22 April 2009 - The Israeli military says an internal investigation has shown that it operated according to international law during its recent operation in Gaza. Troops maintained "a high professional" level against "an enemy that aimed to terrorise Israeli civilians", it said. A small number of intelligence or operational errors did take place but these were unavoidable, it said. Israel has faced criticism since the three-week conflict ended in January over the high level of civilian deaths. Palestinians say more than 1,400 Gazans were killed, of whom more than two-thirds were civilians. Israel puts the figure lower, at 1,166 dead, of whom it says about two-thirds were fighters. 

Full article (BBC)

Israel/oPt –Situation of children in Gaza remains precarious 100 days after end of conflict

28 April 2009 – More than three months after the cessation of hostilities in Gaza, the Israeli blockade and inter-Palestinian tension are hampering recovery efforts. "Although the conflict ended 100 days ago, children in Gaza continue to suffer, both physically and psychologically," said Patricia McPhillips, UNICEF Special Representative to the occupied Palestinian territory. "It is critical that supplies and materials needed for recovery and rehabilitation are allowed in." Five children have died in unexploded ordnance-related incidents since the end of the 22-day conflict and at least 14 were injured in related violence. The fighting took a particularly heavy toll on children's psychological wellbeing. A recent United Nations study reaffirmed that mental health, anxiety and stress are the main health problems in Gaza. 

Full article (ReliefWeb)

Italy – Roman police find children living in sewer

4 April 2009 - Italian police have found more than 100 immigrants, including 24 Afghan children, living in the sewer system beneath railway stations in Rome. The children range in age from 10 to 15 years and are now being looked after by the city's social services. They were found when the railway police followed up reports of children living near the city's stations. The police say they do not speak Italian and broke into the sewers by removing manhole covers. The charity Save the Children Italy says that more than 1,000 unaccompanied children arrived in Rome last year from various countries in Asia, Africa and Latin America. Police said the Afghan children appeared to have arrived in the Italian capital as stowaways on board trailer trucks arriving from Turkey and Greece. The number of foreign minors arriving in Italy has risen substantially over the past five years, according to children's charities. Roman police also recently discovered groups of illegal immigrants from Bangladesh and China living crammed 20 or more to a room. 

Full article (BBC)

Lebanon – UN chief cites report of factions in Lebanon using child soldiers

25 April 2009 - UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon has implicated political factions in Lebanon as recruiting and using children for armed violence and political mobilisation. In his annual report to the Security Council on children and armed conflict, Ban on Wednesday documented serious violations against children in Lebanon and 19 other countries, and listed 56 other governments or rebel militias as recruiting or purposefully targeting children during the period between September 2007 and December 2008.
Full article (The Daily Star Lebanon)
Liberia – Questions and answers with President Sirleaf on the Road 

13 April 2009 - The event took place at the University of California at Berkeley Human Rights Center, in Oakland, California. Although it was in the middle of spring break, the International House was full to capacity and many people had to watch the program on television monitors in adjacent rooms. After receiving the Berkeley Medal – the Chancellor of the University, Robert Birgeneau said Berkeley awards medals rather than honorary degrees – President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf spoke on the topic: “Liberia’s Struggle for Peace and Justice. In her presentation, President talked about the challenges that faced Liberia right from its foundations until a few years ago. She spoke about the challenges of nation building, the injustices of a political system that led to the military coup of 1980 and then the failures of the military dictatorship of the 1980s which led to the war and the criminal government that followed the end of the first war under Charles Taylor. 

Full article (The Liberian Journal) 
Madagascar – Diplomats appeal to authorities to respect children’s rights

6 April 2009 - In a statement issued by the Norwegian embassy, diplomats from South Africa, Germany, France, Norway and Switzerland called on the Madagascan authorities to take all necessary measures to create an environment conducive to the protection of children and their development in community, schools and families. Madagascar has been in a state of social and political unrest since mid-January this year, due to a protracted conflict between former president Marc Ravalomanana and former mayor of the capital, Antanarivo, Andry Rajoelina, now President of the country. The political crisis has had a significant impact particularly in the areas of education, health and security, said the statement, also signed by representatives of the European Commission, United Nations Development Program, the World Bank the African Development Bank and others based in the mountainous capital city. The evolution of the situation, politically and economically has increased tensions within the population, and in this context, children are particularly vulnerable, it added.

Full article (CRIN)

Mozambique - Government Pledges to Solve Problems of Demobilised Soldiers

15 April 2009 - The Mozambican government announced in Maputo on Tuesday that it is working to satisfy the concerns of the tens of thousands of people who were demobilised after the 1992 peace accord signed between the government and the rebel movement Renamo. Groups claiming to represent the former soldiers have presented a list of 18 demands, which the government is trying to resolve. Some of these concern pensions claimed by the demobilised troops. According to the Permanent Secretary in the Defence Ministry, Teofilo Joao, there are 5,018 pension requests pending, and a further 532 have been sent for approval by the Administrative Tribunal, the body that oversees the legality of public expenditure. 2,186 of these cases are pending because they lack a "service order" from the military, proving that the people concerned were soldiers entitled to pensions. Joao said that 272 of these service orders have now been issued.
Full article (AllAfrica)
Peru – Army must explain death of child soldier
15 April 2009 – The Peruvian State and army must explain why a 17 year old boy, killed in a terrorist ambush last week, was recruited into the army aged 16, said Marta Maurás, a member of the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child. Robinson Macedo Cima was one of 14 servicemen who died in a subversive attack on two patrols in Sanabamba Ayacucho. His 18th birthday would have been in two months. He was born on 19 June 1991, according to records held in the municipality of Coronel Portillo. “A few years ago an Optional Protocol was passed as an annex to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child on the subject of children and armed conflict. This prohibits the recruitment and use of children under 18 in any act of armed conflict. Therefore, if a boy under 18 years old is found in uniform and carrying arms, it is absolutely against the conventions to which the Peruvian State has subscribed”, explained Maurás on radio station San Borja.

Full article (CRIN)

Sierra Leone – Anciens chefs dirigeants du Front révolutionnaire uni reconnus coupables

8 avril 2009, Trois anciens chefs dirigeants du Front révolutionnaire uni (RUF), reconnus coupables de crimes de guerre et de crimes contre l'humanité ont été condamnés à des peines variant de 25 à 52 ans de prison, mercredi, par le Tribunal spécial pour la Sierra Leone (TSSL). Le TSSL a conclu qu'ils ont planifié, ordonné ou commis des meurtres, des viols, des mutilations et d'autres actes inhumains. Les deux premiers ont en outre été reconnus coupables d'avoir conscrit et utilisé des enfants-soldats lors de la guerre. Tous trois ont aussi été reconnus coupables de crimes pour lesquels personne n'avait jamais encore été condamné dans l'histoire, selon le procureur du Tribunal, Stephen Rapp, soit la pratique de mariages forcés et le meurtre de Casques bleus.

Lire l'article (Radio-Canada)

Full article (BBC News)

Similar article - UN-backed court jails Sierra Leone rebels - Reuters
South Africa – Women and children fleeing Zimbabwe at risk

MUSINA, 13 April 2009 - Father Adrian, a Catholic priest in Musina, a South African town on the border with Zimbabwe, established a shelter for women and children fleeing, first, the violence, and then the socio-economic conditions in Zimbabwe. The women and their children are given temporary shelter while they apply for asylum seeker permits giving them temporary legal status. This usually takes about three days but can take longer, depending on the efficiency of the Department of Home Affairs. Father Adrian told IRIN about the shelter. "They have terrible stories to tell, both of brutality and all the rest. One woman came to us after they had burned her husband and burned her house - she literally had to run from the graveyard to get away. Other people have different stories to tell, but people maybe arrive here with a little knapsack. "The church shelter is for the women and children. There is a shelter to accommodate men elsewhere because the sexual abuse is something shocking.
Full article (IRIN)
Sri Lanka – Two-day ceasefire inadequate for civilians to flee

COLOMBO, 16 April 2009 - The UN has described the two-day cease-fire on 13 and 14 April declared by the Sri Lankan government as “inadequate” in easing the plight of tens of thousand of Tamil civilians still trapped in a narrow 12km-long so-called No Fire Zone in northern Sri Lanka. Only 752 civilians were able to flee the combat zone during the government-declared truce, military officials told IRIN - 513 on 13 April and 239 on 14 April. Another 135 passed into government-controlled areas on 15 April, they said. “Civilians should not be used as pawns or human shields in this way,” Holmes told reporters, calling on the LTTE to allow safe passage out of the combat zone to those wishing to leave. The UN estimates that at least 150,000 civilians are still inside the combat zone, while the government says the figure is around 60,000. As of 16 April, over 65,000 have managed to escape the fighting overland since December 2008, according to government figures. 

Full article (IRIN) 

Sri Lanka – UN calls for “maximum restraint” to protect civilians
COLOMBO, 21 April 2009 - The UN has called on the Sri Lankan government to exercise “maximum restraint” to protect the lives of tens of thousands of civilians still trapped in a tiny pocket of Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)-controlled territory in northern Sri Lanka. The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) warned that if civilians remained trapped within the combat zone, it could lead to “dreadful consequences”. "If fighting continues and if the LTTE refuses to allow people to leave the conflict zone, then we face the intolerable inevitability of seeing many more children killed," UNICEF's regional director for South Asia, Daniel Toole, said in a statement on 20 April. 

Full article (IRIN)

Sri Lanka – Tamil tiger officials surrender

COLOMBO, 22 April 2009 - Two Tamil Tiger officials surrendered to the Sri Lankan army today as government troops continued their months-long drive into rebel-held territory and end the 25-year-old conflict. Thousands more civilians fled the war zone, two days after the military broke through a rebel embankment. Photographs released by the military showed people streaming through sandy beaches holding rucksacks and bundles with their belongings on their heads. Mothers held their infants and others carried sick relatives as they disembarked from their boats having being escorted by the navy into government territory. In a sign that the rebel leadership has begun to feel the military pressure, the rebels' former media spokesman Velayutham Dayanithi, whose nom de guerre is Daya Master, and an interpreter for the group's political wing, known only as George, turned themselves over to government forces today. The two played prominent roles in talking to the media and visiting foreign diplomats in a now defunct peace process.

Full article (Globe and Mail)
Sudan - Red Deer man tells of seven months of captivity in three countries

Bako Dabi's memory is marked with the indelible images of people dying under the sharp edges of machetes. Dabi, who moved to Canada in 1997 after spending three years in Ethiopia as a refugee, is haunted by the atrocities he said he witnessed during seven months of captivity with a rebel group in Africa. He returned to Alberta on Tuesday after what he describes a daring escape in Sudan. Dabi went back to Africa last summer to see his parents in the Democratic Republic of Congo. Dabi said he knew instantly they were members of the Lord's Resistance Army — a guerrilla group accused of the murder, rape, kidnapping and forceful conscription of children. Dabi said he was well aware of the LRA's reputation when he was captured, and knew his only hope for survival lay in complete obedience. During his captivity, Dabi said, he moved between Sudan, Congo and the Central African Republic, running through the jungle with soldiers and other captives, carrying their plunder, resting only when permitted. Dabi said he now wants to launch an organisation to go back to Sudan to aid victims of the civil war.

Full article (Calgary Herald)
Sudan – Southern Sudan’s “Go to school” campaign aims at education for all
1 April 2009 - Speaking ahead of the fourth anniversary commemoration, the Director of Operations for UNICEF’s Southern Sudan Area Programme, Peter Crowley underlined the importance of education as a driving tool for Southern Sudan’s development. “Today, there is no more important priority than to enable the current generation of children to fully develop their talents and skills, so they can help put an end to the poverty and suffering that have afflicted Southern Sudan for so long, and build a better future for all,” said Mr. Crowley. “Investing in the education of the children of Southern Sudan is the single most effective way of ensuring - and sustaining - the peace, stability and development that are promised by the Comprehensive Peace Agreement,” he added.

Full article (ReliefWeb)

Sudan – UNICEF lauds first-ever children’s rights law in Southern Sudan

9 April 2009 - The Child Act, inaugurated today by President Salva Kiir of Southern Sudan, defines a child as any person under the age of 18 and requires the Government to recognise, respect and ensure the rights of children enshrined in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. Under the new law, any community member who suspects that a child’s rights have been violated or are at risk must report the case to local authorities. Additionally, parents must register their children’s births; protect them from neglect, discrimination, violence and abuse; provide them with good care and guidance; and ensure they receive a full-time education. The Act explicitly bans acts such as the recruitment and use of children by armed forces and groups, torture and cruel treatment, including the use of corporal punishment in schools, jails and public institutions. It also criminalises early marriage and the use of children for prostitution and pornography.
Full article (UNICEF)

The Child Act (CRIN)
Sudan – UN-African Union mission gives green light to school project funding

16 April 2009 – Schoolchildren in the war-torn western flank of the Sudan are set to benefit from a cash injection aimed at breathing new life into their educational system, the joint United Nations-African Union peacekeeping mission in Darfur (UNAMID) announced today. The UNAMID office in the West Darfur town of Zalingie has approved funds for some 19 projects that will attempt to rapidly rehabilitate and construct schools in and around camps where people uprooted by violent conflict in the area are seeking safety.

Full article (UN News Centre)
Sudan – Fresh clashes in Jongei State “worrisome”

JUBA, 21 April 2009 - Attacks by the Murle ethnic group on the Lou Nuer ethnic group in Jonglei State in Southern Sudan are a new and worrisome development, the top UN official in the region warned. "What we have seen recently, where we have seen attacks on civilian settlements, not just cattle raiding... is a new dimension that I find worrisome," said David Gressly, the regional coordinator for the UN peacekeeping mission in Southern Sudan (UNMIS). "It is a situation that needs to be de-escalated relatively rapidly, before we see a further deterioration in the situation there," he told reporters in Juba on 21 April. Clashes in Southern Sudan between rival ethnic groups break out frequently - some sparked by cattle rustling and disputes over natural resources, others in retaliation for previous attacks. The scale of violence and the apparently increasing number of attacks on women and children, as well as the targeting of homesteads, is causing concern. 

Full article (IRIN)
Sudan - Magazine edition includes story of young boy who escaped Sudan

Journalists for Human Rights (jhr) publish Speak once a year. This year's Speak magazine was put together by the University of British Columbia jhr chapter and is themed around the issue of Child Rights. With a wide variety of articles covering everything from drug addiction among youth in Nicaragua, to youth working in the sex trade in Vancouver this year's Speak magazine tackles important and wide spread rights abuses. One article speaks of the story of a young boy who escapes the armed conflict in Sudan. 

Full article (Journalists for Human Rights)

Uganda – 40 per cent of children in rebel captivity suffer PTSD

14 April 2009 - A study of 1,100 abductees in Uganda has found post traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) among 40 per cent of those who stayed in captivity for more than one month. According to Elisabeth Schauer, who has worked with former child soldiers and is the director of the German NGO Vivo International, 27 per cent of the children who stayed with rebels for less than a month also suffered PTSD. The psychologist was speaking at the trial of Congolese militia leader Thomas Lubanga. Lubanga, who headed the Union of Congolese Patriots, UPC, and its militia, is on trial at the International Criminal Court, ICC, for recruiting child soldiers during 2002 and 2003. Judge Adrian Fulford asked Schauer whether those suffering from PTSD could have a reliable recollection of events and be able to narrate them in a consistent, chronological order. Schauer replied that they could not remember single incidents without the whole memory coming back to them. As a result, they were often uncomfortable talking about traumatic experiences, she said.
Full article (CRIN)
Uganda – Former child soldier urges UN action

29 April 2009 - A young woman abducted and repeatedly raped by the Lord's Resistance Army in Uganda told the Security Council on Wednesday how she became a rifle-toting child soldier. She urged the U.N.'s most powerful body to stop the suffering of children in wars. "I still wait for some of my friends to return," Grace Akallo said, "and I hope that everyone here will be committed to bring people like my friends home." Council members responded to the plea from the former child soldier — now a graduate student in the United States — with rare sustained applause. Many, including U.S. Ambassador Susan Rice, assured her that her message had been heard. U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon strongly supported Akallo's appeal, telling the council: "You must respond to her courage and resilience with action."
Full article (Associated Press)

United States-Canada – Unclear how firing of Khadr’s lawyer will impact case

4 April 2009 - The Pentagon's firing of Omar Khadr's high-profile military lawyer followed months of conflict both with his superiors and others defending the Guantanamo Bay detainee, several sources said Saturday, but the impact on the Canadian's situation remained unclear. One of Mr. Khadr's Canadian lawyers said he would travel to the infamous prison on Tuesday to talk to his client about the firing of Lieutenant-Commander Bill Kuebler, which has attracted the attention of the federal government. “Somebody fired his lawyer without his consent; I don't know how he will react to that,” lawyer Nate Whitling said from Edmonton. “Omar may just fire all of us. If that happens, it's a negative thing.” Lt.-Cmdr. Kuebler, who has acted for Mr. Khadr for two years at the behest of the Pentagon, was abruptly reassigned from the Office of the Military Commissions on Friday and ordered to report to the U.S. Navy's management and plans division.

Full article (The Globe and Mail)
Lire l'article (Radio-Canada)

Similar article - Navy lawyer who faulted Guantanamo is reassigned – New York Times

Similar article - Detainee lawyer reassigned – Washington Post

États-Unis-Canada – L’avocat de Khadr de retour au bureau
14 avril 2009 - L'avocat militaire du Canadien Omar Khadr a finalement pu retourner à son bureau du Pentagone, lundi. Le lieutenant-commandant William Kuebler avait été congédié par son supérieur, le colonel Peter Masciola, mais un juge militaire a statué que ce congédiement était illégal. M. Kuebler a refusé de commenter les circonstances de son congédiement et de sa réintégration. L'avocat veut se concentrer sur sa présentation en vue du processus de révision mis en branle par le président Obama. Il a jusqu'à mercredi pour la déposer. Le lieutenant-commandant Kuebler estime qu'Omar Khadr devrait être considéré comme un enfant-soldat et rapatrié au Canada. Son supérieur, le colonel Masciola, a déjà déclaré que le système judiciaire américain devrait entendre la cause.

Lire l'article (Radio-Canada)
United States – Parental rights v. child rights? Ratifying the CRC

14 April 2009, The bid to secure ratification of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child in the United States has led to a vigorous attempt from 'parental rights' advocates to resist the move. According to Politico, Republican congressman Pete Hoekstra last week introduced a bill in the House to amend the U.S. Constitution to permanently “enshrine” in American society an inviolable set of parents’ rights. The bill had 70 co-sponsors, all Republicans. The bill follows moves from some corners of the Democratic party to accelerate the ratification process. During the presidential campaign, then-Sen. Barack Obama replied to a question about the treaty by saying he found it “embarrassing” that the United States stood with Somalia – the only other U.N. member that has not ratified the treaty — and promised to review it as president.
Full article (CRIN)

United Kingdom-Wales – Vigil highlights boy soldiers

27 April 2009 - Hundreds of people spent a night in Cardiff waiting to be “rescued” as part of a global event to save child soldiers. The event, called The Rescue and organised by Invisible Children, took place on April 25 in more than 100 cities worldwide. The aim was to raise awareness of the child soldiers in Uganda. People met at the Wales Millennium Centre, known as the “abduction site”, where they left pictures of their family. They then marched to the main building at Cardiff University, symbolically leaving their family behind, where they set up camp and waited to be “rescued” by the attendance of a media organisation and a political leader.

Full article (Wales Online)
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