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[R]eproductive rights embrace certain human rights that are already recognized in national laws, [R]eproductive rights embrace certain human rights that are already recognized in national laws, 
international human rights documents and other consensus documents. These rights rest on the international human rights documents and other consensus documents. These rights rest on the 
recognition of the basic right of all couples and individuals to decide freely and responsibly the recognition of the basic right of all couples and individuals to decide freely and responsibly the 
number, spacing and timing of their children and to have the information and means to do so, number, spacing and timing of their children and to have the information and means to do so, 
and the right to attain the highest standard of sexual and reproductive health. It also includes their and the right to attain the highest standard of sexual and reproductive health. It also includes their 
right to make decisions concerning reproduction free of discrimination, coercion and violence, as right to make decisions concerning reproduction free of discrimination, coercion and violence, as 
expressed in human rights documents.expressed in human rights documents.

- Paragraph 7.3 of the International Conference on- Paragraph 7.3 of the International Conference on
Population and Development (ICPD) Programme of ActionPopulation and Development (ICPD) Programme of Action

What is Reproductive Health (RH)?What is Reproductive Health (RH)?

Reproductive health (RH) is a state of physical, emotional 
and social well-being in regard to one’s reproductive 
system. RH means that people are able to have a safe 
and enjoyable sex life and that they can decide to have 
children if, when and how often they wish to do so. 

Who are the beneficiaries of RH initiatives?Who are the beneficiaries of RH initiatives?

• women and girls 
• men and boys 
• adolescents and young adults
• families and communities 

Why look at RH in conflict and emergencies?Why look at RH in conflict and emergencies?

Women and girls in conflict face extraordinary difficulties 
that affect their RH. They are vulnerable to rape and 
other forms of sexual violence by armed groups. They 
also face increased risk of exploitation. 

Due to systematic and exceptionally violent gang 
rape, doctors in the Democratic Republic of 

Congo now classify vaginal destruction as a war 
crime. Thousands of Congolese girls and women 
suffer from vaginal fistula—tissue tears in the 
vagina, bladder and rectum—after surviving 

brutal rapes. A survey of rape survivors in one region 
revealed that 91 percent suffered from one or several 
rape-related illnesses. (Amnesty International 2004, 

Save the Children 2005) 

Lack of quality RH services can lead to high mortality 
rates among women and children, an increase in the 
spread of sexually transmitted infections (STIs), 
including HIV/AIDS, an increase in unsafe abortions 
and more disabilities related to high fertility rates and 
poor birth spacing. Women and girls fleeing conflict 
also lack access to safe childbirth services.

What difference could early RH interventions in What difference could early RH interventions in 
emergencies make?emergencies make?

Priority RH activities prevent and reduce:
• maternal and infant death; 
• sexual violence and the resulting unwanted   
 pregnancies and unsafe abortions; 
• disability; and 
• the spread of STIs including HIV/AIDS.

For example, RH services can help survivors of sexual 
violence by ensuring appropriate medical care 
including emergency contraception, post-exposure 
prophylaxis for HIV transmission, prevention of other 
STIs and psychosocial support. 

Afghanistan has one of the highest maternal 
mortality rates in the world with a woman dying of 

pregnancy-related causes every 27 minutes. 
Ninety-two percent of Afghan women give birth 

without the assistance of a skilled birth attendant, and 
98 percent of women do not use modern 

contraception.  (UNFPA, 2006)
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Reproductive health care should be available in all situations and be based on the needs and Reproductive health care should be available in all situations and be based on the needs and 
expressed demands of refugees, particularly women, with full respect for the various religious and expressed demands of refugees, particularly women, with full respect for the various religious and 
ethical values and cultural backgrounds of the refugees while also conforming with universally ethical values and cultural backgrounds of the refugees while also conforming with universally 
recognized international human rights.recognized international human rights.

-Reproductive Health in Refugee Situations: An Inter-agency Field Manual -Reproductive Health in Refugee Situations: An Inter-agency Field Manual 

How is RH provided in emergencies?How is RH provided in emergencies?

The Minimum Initial Service Package (MISP) for RH is a 
set of priority RH activities that should be implemented at 
the beginning of every crisis. At the onset of an 
emergency, it is critical that implementation of the MISP 
is prioritized in order to save lives and prevent illness, 
especially among women and girls. 

What does the MISP consist of? What does the MISP consist of? 

Identifing someone to coordinate the activities of the MISP. 

Preventing sexual violence and providing care to survivors 
by: ensuring systems are in place to protect displaced 
populations, particularly women and girls, from sexual 
violence and ensuring medical services, including 
psychosocial support, are available for survivors of sexual 
violence. 

Reducing the transmission of HIV/AIDS by: following 
infection control guidelines; guaranteeing the availability 
of free condoms; and ensuring that blood for transfusion 
is safe.

Preventing maternal and infant death and disability by: 
providing clean delivery supplies such as soap, plastic 
sheets, clean razor blades, clean string for tying umbilical 
cords; and establishing a referral system to manage 
complications in pregnancy and delivery. 

Planning to provide comprehensive RH care by: collecting 
basic background information; identifying sites where RH 
services can be delivered in the future; evaluating staff 
and training practices; identifying where/how 
reproductive health supplies are bought and assessing 
monthly drug consumption.

Women’s Commission
122 East 42nd Street, 11th Floor
New York, NY 10168 USA
Tel: 212-551-3115 / Fax: 212-551-3180
wcrwc@womenscommission.org 
www.womenscommission.org 

Gender and Peacebuilding Working Group
Canadian Peacebuilding Coordinating Committee
1 Nicholas St. Suite 1216
Ottawa, Ontario, K1N 7B7 Canada
Tel: 613-241-3446 / Fax: 613-241-4846
gender@peacebuild.ca  
www.peacebuild.ca
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What can you do?What can you do?

You can start by learning more about how conflict and 
emergency situations impact the lives of girls and women 
by reading and researching, participating in events, 
joining networks of practitioners, and writing to your 
government representatives.

You can raise awareness about the rights of girls and 
women affected by conflict, including their reproductive 
health rights, through promoting the Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against 
Women, United Nations Security Council Resolution 
1325 on Women, Peace and Security, the Beijing Platform 
for Action, and the United Nations International 
Conference on Population and Development.

Want to learn more?Want to learn more?

• Women's Commission for Refugee Women and  
 Children’s reproductive health program:
 www.womenscommission.org/projects/rh/index.shtml

• The Reproductive Health Response in Conflict  
 (RHRC) Consortium: www.rhrc.org 

• The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA):  
 www.unfpa.org

• Get certified in the Minimum Initial Service   
 Package (MISP) for Reproductive Health Distance  
 Learning Module: www.rhrc.org/MISP



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


