Children and Armed Conflict Working Group

Canadian Peacebuilding Coordinating Committee

Summary of Progress of Children and Armed Conflict (CAC) Policy Issues: 

The purpose of the summary is to chart progress since the First International Conference on War-Affected Children. The summary includes progress made at the UN General Assembly’s Special Session on Children, Security Council Resolutions 1379 and 1460 and other initiatives.  It provides a background to help determine future action for implementation, especially of existing commitments.
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	Ratification and Enforcement of International Tools to Protect Children


	· Ratify and implement 11 international agreements that protect the security and rights of children.  
· Local and regional agreements should also be implemented, where applicable.
	· Ensure the entry into force of the International Criminal Court Statute and universal ratification of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict by the time of the UN Special Session on Children in September 2001.

· All states and other parties to armed conflict must respect fully their obligations to children affected by conflict under international human rights and humanitarian law.  Armed groups must also respect the child protection standards within international law regarding the rights and protection of children and armed conflict (CAC).


	· Welcome entry into force of Operational Protocol on CAC.  Encourage accession to ILO Convention 138 and 182.  
· Urge implementation and withdrawal of reservations to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC).  
· Commit to national laws and implementation mechanisms for CRC.
	· Resolution 1379 & 1460 call upon all parties to armed conflict to respect applicable international law relating to CAC and to abide by the commitments they have made to the Special Representative to the Secretary-General.  

· Resolution 1379 urges Member States to consider ratifying the OP on CAC and ILO 182.
	· As of January 2003, 111 countries have signed the OP on Child Soldiers, but only 45 have ratified it. 

· International Criminal Court (ICC) is established.  

· Both the Security Council (SC) and Human Security Network (HSN) should support the elaboration of regional frameworks for protecting and promoting child rights, such as the draft OSCE framework.

	Stronger Mechanisms for Compliance and Monitoring
	· Immediate investigation of reported violations, which threaten the survival of or inflict permanent damage on children during armed conflict.
· Early formation of inter-agency taskforces on specific situations, including NGOs and youth, to do a child-focused analysis.  
· Avenue for youth, NGOs, and local communities to present information to the Security Council. 
· Mechanism to report back on actions taken when violations are reported.
· Training diplomats, peacekeepers, and humanitarian workers on child rights and child protection before their deployment.
	· Develop an effective international monitoring network to ensure systematic reporting on child rights abuses in all conflict-affected and conflict-prone countries, and make sure that follow-up actions are taken urgently and responsibly.
· The international community, through the media and other appropriate mechanisms, must mobilize international opinion and action against the abuses of children's rights during armed conflicts.  An environment of accountability also demands a commitment to the monitoring, reporting and prosecution of genocide, war crimes, crimes against humanity and other egregious crimes perpetrated against children.
	· Strengthen the protection of children affected by armed conflict and under foreign occupation.  

· Develop national monitoring and evaluation systems. 

· Provide appropriate training and education in children's rights and protection as well as in international humanitarian law to all civilian, military and police personnel involved in peacekeeping operations                                                   
	· Resolution 1379 urges Member States to consider appropriate measures to ensure that parties to armed conflict respect international norms for the protection of children.
· Resolution 1379 urges the Secretary-General to ensure that all peacekeeping personnel receive and follow appropriate guidance on HIV/AIDS and training in international human rights, humanitarian and refugee law relevant to children.
· Resolutions 1379 & 1460 urge the reports of the Secretary-General on conflict situations to include observations about children.
· Resolution 1460 urges the Secretary-General to submit a report by 31 October 2003 which would include, inter alia a) progress made by the parties listed in the annex of his report;  b) an assessment of violations of rights and abuses of children in armed conflict, including in the context of illicit exploitation and trafficking of natural resources and of illicit trafficking of small arms in conflict zones; c) specific proposals on ways to ensure monitoring and reporting in a more effective and efficient way within the existing United Nations system; d) best practices on integrating the specific needs of CAC in Disarmament, Demobilization and Rehabilitation (DDR).
	· Watchlist on Armed Conflict, an NGO initiatives, was established to monitor and advocate on child protection in specific conflicts. 

· Of more than 80 country-specific resolutions passed since the adoption of the resolutions on CAC, fewer than 10 include any reference to children.

· Security Council should ensure that children are included in SC analyses and resolutions on specific armed conflicts.
· Identify a SC-member government to be the leader at the SC for the protection of children in armed conflict.
· Facilitate monitoring, documentation and follow-up action by: establishing a clear and consistent channel for information to reach the SC; creating a quick response team to monitor and investigate conflict situations involving violations of child rights; carrying out field visits to countries where grave violations against children are occurring but not receiving international attention.
· SC should make training for personnel on child protection standards mandatory for all peacekeeping operations.
HSN can alert the SC about emerging and existing situations of concern.

	Child Protection Advisors - Stronger Mechanisms for Compliance and Monitoring


	· Deployment of child rights monitors and child protection advisors before, during and after conflicts.
	· All peacekeeping missions should receive child-sensitive training and include child protection advisors or units to safeguard the rights of children.
	 
	· Resolution 1379 & 1460 request the Secretary-General to take the protection of children into account in peacekeeping plans submitted to the Security Council, inter alia, by including, on a case by case basis, child protection staff in peacekeeping and, as appropriate, peace-building operations and strengthening expertise and capacity in the area of human rights, where necessary.
	 

	Impunity - Stronger Mechanisms for Compliance and Monitoring
	· Prosecution for crimes against children in international tribunals and courts. 
· Including violations of children's rights and child testimonies in truth commissions.  
· Bringing perpetrators of crimes against children to justice through international justice mechanisms.  
· Special provisions to support child victims/witnesses involved in international justice systems. 
	· States should implement their international obligations to end impunity and to hold accountable perpetrators of violations of international human rights and humanitarian law.  

· States should ensure that effective accountability mechanisms are in place at the national, regional and international level.  In particular, we recognize the historical significance of the establishment of the ICC to ending impunity for perpetrators of certain crimes committed against children.
	· End impunity for all crimes against children by bringing perpetrators to justice and publicizing the penalties for such crimes. 

· Put an end to impunity, prosecute those responsible for genocide, crimes against humanity, and war crimes and exclude, where feasible, these crimes from amnesty provisions and amnesty legislations, and ensure that whenever post-conflict truth and justice-seeking mechanisms are established, serious abuses involving children are addressed and that appropriate child-sensitive procedures are provided.
	· Resolution 1379 urges Member States to put an end to impunity, prosecute those responsible for genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes, and other egregious crimes perpetrated against children and exclude, where feasible, these crimes from amnesty provisions and relevant legislation, and ensure that post-conflict truth-and-reconciliation processes address serious abuses involving children.
	 

	Non-State Actors - Stronger Mechanisms for Compliance and Monitoring
	· An international registry of non-state commitments to comply with existing conventions, including regular, independent monitoring and public reporting on compliance.
· Public awareness campaigns, which emphasize the benefits of child protection for everyone, including non-state armed groups and political movements. 
· Development and greater use of mediation and conflict-resolution skills to encourage non-state armed groups to use non-violent means to resolve conflicts and commit to the protection of children before hostilities break out. 
· Greater use of incentives and disincentives to encourage compliance.  
· Negotiating commitments for child protection and demobilization of child soldiers by non-state armed groups as part of temporary cease-fire agreements, peace agreements, and other agreements during and after hostilities.
	 
	 
	· Resolution 1379 & 1460 call upon all parties to armed conflict to respect applicable international law relating to CAC and to abide by the commitments they have made to the Special Representative of the Secretary-General.
	 

	Economic Factors 
	· Improvement in analytical tools to understand the economic factors that fuel conflict and the development of more effective economic levers to use as incentives for peace and disincentives for armed conflict.
· Priority support for child-focused development in country assistance strategies being developed and used by World Bank, the International Monetary Fund, other donor countries, regional development banks, and other financial institutions.
· Development of mechanisms to hold the international financial institutions accountable for their role in meeting international commitments under the Convention on the Rights of the Child.
· Cancellation of the bilateral and multilateral debts of the highly-indebted poor countries and increased development assistance to the most vulnerable countries.
	 
	· Chronic poverty remains the single biggest obstacle to meeting the needs and protecting children.

· Eradication of poverty and reduction in disparities must be a key objective. 

· Globalization should be fully inclusive and equitable.

· It is vital that national goals for children include reducing disparities.
· Call for speedy and concerted action to address effectively the debt problems of least developed countries. 
· Ensure that social expenditures that benefit children are protected and prioritized during financial crises. 
· We resolve to ensure greater policy coherence and better co-operation between the UN, its agencies, and the Bretton Woods institutions to achieve the goals of this plan.
	 
	 

	Arms Control and Regulation of Corporate Actors
	· Adoption and enforcement of national and international legislative measures to prevent corporate actors from engaging in commercial activities with parties to armed conflict who violate international standards for protecting the rights of children.
· Reduce the legal trade of small arms and eliminate arms sales to regions of conflict.
· Strengthen mechanisms to prevent and control the illicit proliferation of small arms.
· Force and monitor arms embargoes.
	· Conduct a study on the impact of small arms on children by the time of the International Conference on Small Arms in 2001 and follow up with concerted action.
· States commit to addressing the impact of small arms and light weapons on war-affected children.  
· We recognize that the illicit trade in natural resources and illegal drugs, and the illicit production and trafficking of small arms and light weapons have devastating effects on children.  
· States and the private sector must also ensure that funds and facilities are not used by armed groups, which target children for participation in armed conflict.
	· Curb the illicit flow of small arms and light weapons and protect children from landmines, unexploded ordnances and other war matériel that victimize them and provide assistance to victimized children during and after armed conflict.                                                                        

· Bearing in mind that corporations must abide by national legislation, encourage corporate social responsibility so that it contributes to the well-being of children...We urge the private sector to assess the impacts of its practices on children.
	· Resolution 1379 expresses its intention to consider taking appropriate steps to address the linkages between armed conflict and the illicit trade in precious minerals, the illicit trafficking in small arms and light weapons, and other criminal activities, which can prolong armed conflict or intensify its impact on civilian populations, including children.
· Resolution 1460 urges Member States to take effective action to control the illicit trade of small arms to parties in armed conflict that do not respect fully applicable international law relating to the rights and protection of children in armed conflict.  Secretary-General will submit a report by 31 October 2003, which would include an assessment of violations of rights and abuses of children in armed conflict, including in the context of illicit exploitation and trafficking of natural resources and of illicit trafficking of small arms in conflict zones.
	· Human Security Network (HSN) should identify and hold accountable those corporations in territories under its members' jurisdiction whose practices increase risks to children and undermine their security.  This could evolve into a "report card" function.
· The Security Council and HSN should identify, monitor, and initiate dialogue with corporate actors to establish a specific contribution or percentage of profits they should contribute to fund rehabilitation and reintegration of war affected children.  International Action Network on Small Arms advocates on small arms issues, including children.

	Child Protection Networks
	· Development of child protection networks before conflict breaks out, including safe places for children to go, formation of youth groups, and community centres for peacebuilding. 
· Investment in preventive peacebuilding with active youth participation.  
· Programs for adolescents in conflict-prone countries, including education, vocational training, economic alternatives, health, and peer counseling.
· Clear mechanisms to protect the rights of girls, including equal access to education, property rights, and protection from sexual exploitation and gender-based violence.
	· Use all the levers at our disposal to affect the release of all abducted children, in particular those abducted by the Lord's Resistance Army in Northern Uganda.

· The international community condemns the killing, maiming, torture, rape, sexual exploitation, abduction, forced labour and other violations of the rights of the child in pre, conflict and post-conflict situations.  

· We also condemn the recruitment and use of CAC in violation of international law, attacks on protected places that usually have a significant presence of children, such as schools, hospitals and homes.
· We must pressure parties to armed conflict, and those who fund and support them, to unconditionally release all abducted children into safe custody.
	· Encourage all countries to adopt and enforce laws and improve the implementation of policies and programs to protect children from all forms of violence.

· Raise awareness about the illegality and harmful consequences of failing to protect children.  Promote the establishment of prevention, support, and caring services as well as justice systems applicable to children.
	· Resolution 1379 expresses its readiness explicitly to include provisions for the protection of children, when considering the mandates of peacekeeping operations, and reaffirms, in this regard, its readiness to continue to include, where appropriate, child protection advisers to peacekeeping operations.
· Resolution 1379 calls upon all parties to armed conflict to abide by the concrete commitments they have made to the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict, as well as relevant United Nations bodies, to ensure the protection of children in situations of armed conflict.
· Resolution 1379 urges regional and sub-regional organizations and arrangements to take steps leading to the elimination of cross-border activities deleterious to children in times of armed conflict.
	· Security Council should empower/strengthen local NGOs to respond to crisis and impending crisis, through assistance such as training in fact-finding and documentation of violations against children.
· Human Security Network should use local HSN government embassies to share information, resources, and work with local NGOs.
· HSN should support the efforts of advocacy NGOs to develop an alarm function to monitor violations against children in armed conflicts.

	Early Warning and Early Response Mechanisms - Child Protection Networks
	Early Warning 

· Report threats to the security and rights of children;  
· Track the price and availability of small arms;  
· Pay specific attention to the situation of girls;  
· Report on the scale and method of recruitment;  
· Report on other factors, which target youth.
Early Response 

· An international team of highly skilled child rights monitors to be deployed in conflict-prone situations with the sole purpose of child protection. 
· Early formation of inter-agency taskforces on specific situations, including NGOs and youth, to do a child-focused risk analysis, identify points of influence, and develop practical and co-ordinated strategies to increase the level of child protection and reduce the likelihood of violence.
· Mechanisms and strategies to provide information to youth and their families about potential risks and protection measures.  
· Expand the use of existing and alternative media and communication tools.
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Prevention
	· The UN Security Council, in cooperation with the rest of the UN system, must use all the tools at its disposal to prevent conflicts, including early warning, preventive diplomacy, preventive deployment of peacekeepers, preventive disarmament, and post-conflict peace-building. 
· Regional approaches to preventing conflicts and promoting peace must be encouraged and strengthened, including through continued and improved collaboration with the United Nations, humanitarian organizations and NGOs, and increased attention to child rights, protection and gender.
· While broad strategies to overcome poverty are needed, specific steps to fulfill children's right to primary health care, adequate nutrition, clean water and sanitation, and quality basic education must be taken while ensuring rapid and deep debt relief for heavily indebted poor countries.
	· States, international and regional organizations, NGOs, community leaders, the private sector, families and youth must address, in concrete terms, the root causes of conflict, including inequity, poverty, racism, ineffective governance and impunity, which lead to the denial of children's economic, social, cultural, civil and political rights.  
· We commit to practical and comprehensive conflict prevention measures, including conflict prevention initiatives, mediation, child protection networks, early warning and response systems, alternatives for adolescents at risk, and the promotion of conflict resolution skills and education.
	 
	· Resolution 1379 requests the agencies, funds and programmes of the United Nations to promote a culture of peace, including through support for peace education programmes and other non-violent approaches to conflict prevention and resolution, in peace-building activities.
	 

	Birth Registration and Data-Collection - Prevention
	· Birth registration campaigns by international agencies need support to reach the goal of registering all births by 2015.  Legal documentation is essential to prevent separation or facilitate early family reunification, one of the most important protection measures.
· Data collection on children and adolescents must be improved and disaggregated by age, sex, and indicators for potential involvement in conflict, so that effective prevention strategies can be implemented.
	 
	· Develop systems to ensure the registration of every child at or shortly after birth and fulfill the right to acquire a name and nationality.  

· Give priority to programmes for family tracing and reunification, and continue to monitor the care arrangements for unaccompanied and/or separated refugee and internally displaced children.
	 
	 

	Right to Humanitarian Assistance & Education
	· Unconditional and unhindered access to humanitarian assistance must be enforced with all the tools available to the Security Council, without discrimination based on the country involved.  
· Specific strategies and mobilization of resources to prevent the separation of children from their families as much as possible should be implemented early in a conflict.
· Creation of "zones of peace" and "corridors of tranquility" should be encouraged to ensure safe zones for children and youth in the midst of conflict.
· Full implementation of education as the fourth component of emergency assistance.  Education includes a) Non-formal education  b) Vocational and skills training  c) Awareness of the rights of children  d) Specific attention to the educational needs of girls  e) Learning conflict-resolution  f) Acquiring skills to protect themselves and their communities  g) Foster tolerance between individuals and groups.
	· Secure significant, new investment in quality education for war-affected children by national authorities, supported by donors, NGOs and the UN system.  Education must be a priority within humanitarian assistance.
· Full, safe and unhindered humanitarian access and the delivery of humanitarian assistance in conformity with international humanitarian law to all children affected by armed conflict in all regions must be ensured regardless of sex, race, religion, ethnicity, nationality or political affiliation.  This assistance must include the provision of basic social services, in particular, food, nutrition, health and education.
Everyone involved must ensure that access to education is rapidly restored, supported and strengthened during and post-conflict.  Specific educational initiatives should be taken in order to empower young people to relate peaceably with one another.  Additional opportunities, such as vocational training and recreation, should also be supported.
	Note: A paragraph on humanitarian assistance in the draft text was not included in the final text because of lack of consensus. 

· Meet the specific learning needs of children affected by crises by ensuring that education is provided during and after crises and conduct education programs to promote a culture of peace in ways that help to prevent violence and conflict and promote the rehabilitation of victims.
	· Resolution 1379 expresses its intention, where appropriate, to call upon the parties to a conflict to make special arrangements to meet the protection and assistance requirements of women, children and other vulnerable groups, including through the promotion of "days of immunization" and other opportunities for the safe and unhindered delivery of basic necessary services.
· Resolution 1379 underlines the importance of the full, safe and unhindered access of humanitarian personnel and goods and the delivery of humanitarian assistance to all children affected by armed conflict.
	· The majority of child deaths in armed conflicts result from malnutrition or infectious diseases, situations that can be prevented. 
· Security Council should ensure the right of unhindered access to humanitarian assistance for all children in conflict areas.  
· Human Security Network and Security Council should support education in emergencies as a programming priority and make it eligible for funding as an emergency response program.  An Education in Emergencies network has been established to share information, programs, and curriculum materials among practitioners.

	The Rights and Needs of Girls
	· Specific strategies for protection from sexual exploitation and gender-based violence are required in conflict-prone situations.
· Including women in planning and decision-making roles for security and humanitarian assistance would help to ensure that the needs of girls are given attention.  
· Girls who have been abducted for sexual purposes require immediate assistance, including health care, economic livelihood, and social support to live independently from their abductors.  
· Special attention and further research is needed into births that result from rape during conflicts.
	· All children, particularly girls, must be protected from rape and other forms of sexual and gender-based violence in situations of armed conflict.
	· Develop specific strategies to protect and provide for the special needs and particular vulnerabilities of girls affected by armed conflict.
	· Resolution 1379 calls upon all parties to armed conflict to take special measures to promote and protect the rights and meet the special needs of girls affected by armed conflict, and to put an end to all forms of violence and exploitation.
· Resolution 1379 requests the agencies, funds and programmes of the United Nations to ensure that the special needs of girls affected by armed conflict are duly taken into account in the design of development assistance programmes, and that adequate resources are allocated to such programmes.
Resolution 1460 requests countries contributing humanitarian workers and peacekeepers to incorporate the Six Core Principles of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee on Emergencies into pertinent codes of conduct and to develop appropriate disciplinary and accountability mechanisms.
	· Security Council and HSN should promote gender sensitive support for children within UN agencies by: promoting reproductive health education programs, including peer-led education on preventing infection by HIV and other sexually transmitted infections (STIs), as well as unwanted pregnancies; and supporting assistance for survivors of gender-based violence, such as child mothers and their babies; empowering girls by involving them in post-conflict national reconciliation and decision-making, especially encouraging girls' involvement in local government; ensuring that DDR processes are responsive to the particular needs and rights of girls involved in conflict.

	Rights of Children in Internally Displaced Person Camps
	· Adherence to the Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement by all parties is essential to prevent forced displacement and provide protection and assistance during displacement. 
· A more effective and comprehensive system to protect the rights of internally displaced persons and provide them assistance must be established, with special attention for children and their care-givers, primarily women.   
	 
	· Resolve to strengthen international cooperation, including burden-sharing in and coordination of humanitarian assistance to countries hosting refugees, and to help all refugees and displaced persons, including children and their families, to return voluntarily to their homes in safety and dignity and to be smoothly reintegrated in their societies.
· Develop and implement policies and programmes, with necessary international cooperation, for the protection, care and well-being of refugee children and children seeking asylum and for the provision of basic social services, including access to education, in addition to health care and food.
	· Resolution 1379 calls upon all parties to armed conflict to provide protection and assistance to refugees and internally displaced persons, the majority of whom are women and children, in accordance with applicable international norms and standards.
	· The initiative taken by the UN to establish a specific unit for Internally Displaced Persons under the auspices of UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is a significant step in improving protection for IDPs, but must be followed with concrete actions.

	The Rights and Needs of Adolescents/
Youth
	· Adolescents need to be active participants in creating adolescent-specific approaches in humanitarian assistance operations. 
· Adolescents and their families need access to information essential for them to make choices that will determine their future.  
· Practical options for economic livelihood, skills-training, continuing education, and reproductive health services are high priorities identified by adolescents.
	 
	· Specific references to adolescents throughout the document recognize the need for specific attention to that age group. 
	 
	 

	Child Soldiers
	· States must ratify and implement the Optional Protocol to the CRC on the Involvement of CAC.
· Programmes to disarm, demobilize and reintegrate child soldiers must be made a priority within and outside of a peacekeeping environment. These should include special measures to ensure children's protection from exploitation and re-recruitment.
· Governments and armed groups must prevent the recruitment of child soldiers and ensure their demobilization and reintegration.  
· Child soldiers must be protected from retribution, summary execution, arbitrary detention, torture and other punitive measures.
	 
	· End the recruitment and use of children in armed conflict contrary to international law and …(see DDR)
	· Resolution 1379 requests the agencies, funds and programmes of the UN to take account of ways of reducing child recruitment when formulating development assistance programmes.
· Resolution 1379 urges regional and sub-regional organizations to develop and expand regional initiatives to prevent the use of child soldiers and to take appropriate measures to ensure the compliance by parties to armed conflict.
· Resolution 1379 requests the Secretary-General to attach to his report a list of parties to armed conflict that recruit or use children in violation of the international obligations applicable to them, in situations that are on the SC’s agenda or that may be brought to the attention of the SC by the Secretary-General.
· Resolution 1460 calls upon all parties to armed conflict who are recruiting or using children to immediately halt such actions, especially those listed in the annex of the Secretary-General’s report.
Resolution 1460 intends to enter into dialogue with parties on the Secretary-General’s list in order to develop clear and time bound action plans to end this practice and will take appropriate steps to further address this issue if insufficient progress is made. SG to report by October on progress made.
	· SC should request a new list of those parties that recruit or use children in conflict areas, making this an annual review and use criteria designed to include all conflict situations involving the recruitment or use of child soldiers in violation of international obligations.                                                          
· SC should initiate follow-up activities to the Secretary-General's list of those parties recruiting or using child soldiers, including: 1) hold regular discussions between the SC and government parties identified in the "1379 list"; 2) explore creating an evaluation mechanism to appraise progress made by parties identified in the 1379 list in preventing and reducing recruitment and use of child soldiers - possible by re-requesting the SG to provide an interim six-month report; 3) suspend cooperation with those governments identified as using child soldiers in 1379 list, failing effective progress in ending the use of child soldiers.  The Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers provides on-going advocacy and develops regional networks to achieve the goals of the OP on CAC.

	HIV/AIDS, Children, and Armed Conflict
	· Urgent action by NGOs, as well as education systems, governing bodies, and other societal institutions, is needed to develop and mainstream HIV/AIDS strategies in their policy and practice.  
· Education and training on HIV/AIDS should be mandatory for all military and peacekeeping forces, together with confidential counseling, testing, and treatment.  Strict enforcement of codes of conduct would help to reduce the incidence of sexual assault and commodified sex, which contribute to the HIV/AIDS crisis. 
· Young people should be active participants in developing and implementing HIV/AIDS strategies.
	· Allocate a greater proportion of HIV/AIDS funding for both care and protection programmes for children affected by conflict.
· The international community must pay particular attention to the impact of the HIV/AIDS pandemic on war-affected children and intensify efforts against its spread, including awareness and training.
	· By 2003 develop and begin to implement national strategies that incorporate HIV/AIDS awareness, prevention, care and treatment into actions that respond to emergency situations recognizing…increased risk of exposure, and factor HIV/AIDS components into international assistance programs.
	· Resolution 1379 requests the agencies, funds and programmes of the United nations to integrate HIV/AIDS awareness, prevention, care and support into emergency, humanitarian, and post-conflict programmes.

· 
Resolution 1460 requests the agencies, funds and programmes of the United Nations, with support from contributing countries, to implement HIV/AIDS education and offer HIV testing and counseling services for all UN peacekeepers, police and humanitarian personnel.
	 

	Children and Youth in the Peace Process - Disarmament, Demobilization, and Reintegration


	· Youth participation in the development of practical provisions for inclusion in peace agreements.  
· Inclusion of civil society advocates for children in the peace process.
· High priority for assistance to war-affected children in expenditures for post-conflict reconstruction.  
· Effective programs to collect and destroy weapons, and reduce the demand for them.
· Implementation of child and gender specific components of demobilization and reintegration without delay to provide a clear rupture with military life.  
· Replace the economic incentive of participation in conflict with training and funding for other forms of economic livelihood for young people.  
	· Create a place at the table for young people, to enable them to present their agenda for the future to the Special Session on Children in 2001, and to help prepare them for this role by supporting youth networks and other youth initiatives.
· War-affected children, particularly adolescents, should be involved in peace processes and in developing policy and programming for their own rehabilitation, reintegration and education, as well as in the development of their communities.  We must also support the creation of networks between these war-affected children and other concerned youth.
	· Ensure that issues pertaining to the rights and protection of children are fully reflected in the agendas of peacemaking processes and in ensuing peace agreements, and are incorporated, as appropriate, into United Nations peacekeeping operations and peace-building programmes; and involve children where possible in these processes.
...ensure their (child soldiers) demobilization and effective disarmament, and implement effective measures for their rehabilitation, physical and psychological recovery and reintegration into society.
	· Resolution 1379 calls upon all parties to armed conflict to provide protection of children in peace agreements, including, where appropriate, provisions relating to the disarmament, demobilization, reintegration and rehabilitation of child soldiers and the reunification of families, and to consider, when possible, the views of children in those processes.
· Resolution 1460 calls upon all concerned parties to ensure that the protection, rights and well-being of children are integrated into the peace processes, peace agreements and the post-conflict recovery and reconstruction phases.
· Resolution 1460 calls upon Member States and international organizations to ensure that children affected by armed conflict are involved in all DDR processes, taking into account the specific needs and capacities of girls, and that the duration of these processes is sufficient for a successful transition to normal life, with a particular emphasis on education, including the monitoring, through, inter alia, schools, of children demobilized in order to prevent re-recruitment.
	· Security Council should include boys and girls in all DDR process, and ensure that the duration of the DDR process is extended to allow for successful transition to normal life.

· SC should implement child-focused expertise in the staff of the SG, DPA, and DPKO and mainstream issues impacting children in armed conflict in the Consolidated Appeals Process, education in emergencies and DDR processes.

· SC should promote the participation of children in peace-building and post-conflict decision making to create a "child conscious" approach to making peace.

· Human Security Network should encourage programs to involve youth at the outset of any program or consultation.

· HSN should support and promote the participation of youth in decisions that affect them taking into consideration their evolving capacities and best interests as expressed in the CRC.



	Youth-focused, Post-conflict Community Work & Psychosocial Impact - Disarmament, Demobilization, and Reintegration
	Youth-focused   


· Mobilization and co-ordination of early efforts to reunite children with their families.
· Provision of help to affected families, to restore their economic livelihoods and heal broken relationships.  
· Emphasis on the social aspect in psycho-social trauma programs through the use of community-based approaches to reunite families and deal with the impacts of war. 
· Ensure that children with disabilities are included in post-conflict programs.  
· Support for child-headed households in the community.

Psychosocial  

· Governments, donors and relief organizations should prevent the institutionalization of children and prioritize the reunification of children with their families and communities.
· Children with special needs, such as child soldiers, should receive support within the broader context of reintegration programmes for all war-affected children.  
· Psychosocial programmes should involve a range of players - relevant government ministries, donors, UN agencies, NGOs, other civil society groups, teachers, health professionals.
	· Initiatives designed to help war-affected children must be developed to address all the needs of the child - mind, body and spirit.  These initiatives must take into account the widely differing needs, experiences, and challenges.  The international community must work with families, local communities, governments, civil society, including NGOs, and relevant international organizations to improve access to basic health and psycho-social rehabilitative services for girls and boys during and post-conflict.

· 
The physical and psychological effects of war can debilitate the growing minds and bodies of children for many years.  The international community, especially states, must coordinate long-term efforts, for war-affected girls and boys, their families and their communities, to ensure their support and protection during and post-conflict.  Development cooperation must be sustained, consistent and effective to support children's long-term needs for rehabilitation and re-integration.
	· Promote physical, mental, and emotional health among children, including adolescents, through play, sports, recreation, artistic and cultural expression.  In crises conduct education in way that promotes rehabilitation of victims.
	· Resolution 1379 requests the agencies, funds and programmes of the United Nations to devote particular attention and adequate resources to the rehabilitation of children affected by armed conflict, particularly their counseling, education and appropriate vocational opportunities, as a preventive measure and as a means of reintegrating them into society.
	· Security Council should encourage donor governments and agencies to make education eligible for funding as an emergency response program and as a component of psychosocial responses.
HSN should encourage the broadening of definitions of psychosocial interventions for war-affected children to include efforts to restore structure, safety and social supports for entire populations of young people (e.g. emergency education programs) to help buffer potentially traumatic exposures and displacement.

	Diplomacy for Children and Political Leadership
	· Use bilateral diplomatic initiatives to focus attention on the security and rights of children, giving this as much attention by country missions as trade initiatives.  
· Make some forms of diplomatic recognition, political support, and military support for all parties in a conflict contingent on compliance with international standards for the protection of children.
	· Safeguarding children and protecting their rights in situations of armed conflict required political, moral, economic and social leadership.  Leaders at all levels and in every sector of society - government, the private sector, civil society, international and regional organizations - must rise to the challenge to fulfill their responsibilities to protect children.
· We commit to improving the quality of our research, monitoring and evaluation, giving greater emphasis to data disaggregated based on sex, age, ethnicity and region, and to disseminating the results of this work more widely.
	 
	 
	· SC should carry out field visits ("eminent persons missions") to countries where grave violations against children are occurring but not receiving international attention.
· The CAC agenda requires persistent political leadership. 
· The HSN should ensure that the needs of children are on the agendas of reconstruction and peace processes (e.g. draft accords and delegate funds to strengthen children's security through legal protection and rights promotion and, strengthen agencies of health, education, social services and child protection).

	Sanctions
	· Targeted sanctions should be carefully designed to minimize negative impacts on children and the communities in which they live, while maximizing impact on those who threaten the security of children.  

· Assessment missions and monitoring mechanisms for sanctions should include channels for evidence from youth and NGOs working in affected communities.

· More attention to making arms embargoes effective.
	· Whenever sanctions are imposed in the context of armed conflict, their impact on children should be assessed and monitored and, to the extent that there are humanitarian exemptions, they be child-focused and formulated with clear guidelines for their application.
	· Assess and monitor regularly the impact of sanctions on children and take urgent and effective measures in accordance with international law with a view to alleviating the negative impact of economic sanctions on women and children.
	· Resolution 1379 undertakes to consider, as appropriate when imposing measures under Article 41 of the Charter of the United Nations, the economic and social impact of sanctions on children, with a view to providing appropriate humanitarian exemptions that take account of their specific needs and their vulnerability and to minimize such impact.
	 

	Landmines and Unexploded Ordnance
	· States that have not yet ratified or acceded to the Ottawa Convention must do so and all ratifying countries must quickly ensure effective implementation.
· Donor countries must provide far more support, both bilaterally and internationally, for mine action in affected countries.  
· The Security Council should hold an open debate on operational mine action in a peacekeeping environment, with a focus on integrating military and humanitarian priorities and with respect to specific operations, particularly in Africa.  
· The rights of children should hold a central place in surveys and assessments, planning and implementing mine action programmes.
· Companies and countries that have used landmines and unexploded ordnance or profited from their sale should be identified and required to contribute funds for mine action. 
· A world-wide moratorium on the use of cluster munitions should be implemented and consideration given to the immediate and long-term humanitarian consequences of these weapons, especially on children
	· The international community should actively support endeavours to address the devastating impact of landmines on children, through de-mining, rehabilitation of mine-affected children and landmine awareness programs.  
	 
	 
	· Landmines Network encourages compliance, monitors progress, and issues annual reports by country.

	Terrorism


	
	
	· Take concrete action against all forms of terrorism, which causes serious obstacles to the development and well-being of children.
	· Resolution 1379 expresses its intention to consider taking appropriate steps to address the linkages between armed conflict and the illicit trade in precious minerals, the illicit trafficking in small arms and light weapons, and other criminal activities, which can lead to terrorism.
	· Submission from Watchlist on CAC to Security Council included recommendation to research impact of terrorism and the war against terrorism against terrorism for young people.
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