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Message from the Chair  
 

 

6ÏÈÛɯÈɯàÌÈÙɯÖÍɯÓÖÞÚɯÈÕËɯÏÐÎÏÚɯÛÏÐÚɯÏÈÚɯÉÌÌÕȵɯɯ%ÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯÕÌÛÞÖÙÒɀÚɯÕÌÈÙ-death experience 

following the non -renewal of government funding last Spring, to the restart of activities in 

June through CIDA funding under a new formula, Peacebuild is now operating in a global 

environment that is putting renewed emphasis on conflict transfor-

mation and resolution. While military measures are far from being 

abandoned, it is clear that the election of President Obama has put a 

new premium on diplomacy and on development as cornerstones 

of achieving a sustainable peace.  Within the Canadian context, we 

have seen increased government attention to political rapproche-

ment in Afghanistan and elsewhere. Whatever the particular termi-

nology that is used, the business of peacebuilding is back in focus 

and this can only be a good thing for the network, poised as it is to 

exploit a range of opportunities from civil society support for a 

comprehensive peace process in Afghanistan, to building mediation capacity in Canada, to 

increasing civil society effectiveness across North America in reducing and preventing vio-

lence, to continuing efforts to refine the monitoring and evaluation mechanisms in relation 

to gender, peace and security and to heighten domestic and international responses to chil-

dren and armed conflict, particularly the very urgent situation of the DRC.  

 

None of this would be possible without the funding provided this fiscal year by CIDA and I 

here express my deep appreciation for this ongoing support.  Given the reducing CIDA for-

mula, however, and the lack of commitment by DFAIT to future core funding, the challenge 

of adequate and predictable funding for the Canadian peacebuilding network continues to 

be a pressing and daunting one. 

 

It is my hope that the indispensable work described in this Annual Report will inspire fun-

ders and network members alike to redouble efforts to ensure the continued viability of 

Peacebuild.  It has been a long time since we have had such an opportunity for fruitful pol-

icy dialogue between civil society and governmental actors in Canada.   I seek your help in 

ensuring that we make the most of it.  

 

Thank you.         
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IN MEMORY OF DOUG FRASER   
 

 

The Peacebuild network lost a 

dear friend and active sup-

porter with the death of Doug 

Fraser  on January 31, 2009 

Those who knew Doug and 

worked closely with him in 

Canada and internationally 

recognized someone making 

concrete contributions towards 

a more peaceful world, first as 

a soldier for 40 years and then 

as a civilian since retiring with 

the rank of colonel from the 

Canadian Forces in 1993. 

He brought to Peacebuild and 

other organizations he worked for or volunteered his time to a wealth of knowl-

edge and skills. These were gained in his years of military service, with the 

4ÕÐÛÌËɯ-ÈÛÐÖÕÚɯÈÚɯÛÏÌɯÔÐÓÐÛÈÙàɯÈËÝÐÚÖÙɯÛÖɯ"ÈÕÈËÈɀÚɯ/ÌÙÔÈÕÌÕÛɯ,ÐÚÚÐÖÕɯÈÕËɯÚÜÉɪ

sequently as a conventional arms control expert, with the Pearson Peacekeeping 

Centre and others involved in peacekeeping and peace operations training, and 

with the UN again as a weapons inspector in Mosul prior to the second Iraq war.  

Doug had been a member of Peacebuild since its beginnings in the mid-1990s and 

a volunteer Board member since 2005. He played a valuable and valued hands-on 

ÙÖÓÌɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÕÌÛÞÖÙÒɀÚɯÙÌÝÐÌÞɯÖÍɯÖ×ÌÙÈÛÐÖÕÚɯÈÕËɯËÐÙÌÊÛÐÖÕɯÐÕɯƖƔƔƛɯÈÕËɯƖƔƔƜȮɯÈÚɯÞÌÓÓɯ

as participating on a regular basis in the Peace Operations and Small Arms work-

ing groups and a number of other activities.  

His experience, wise counsel, dedication, humility, and humour will all be 

missed. greatly. 

××× 
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2008 -2009 Program Highlights  
 

A workshop on the reintegration of children affected by armed conflict organized by the 

Forum on Children and Armed Conflict and supported by the Peace Operations Work-

ing Group  and Saint Paul University was attended by 122 participants, including 13 in-

ternational guests from UNICEF and other international agencies, and 21 government 

officials.  Analyses and policy recommendations were picked up by UN agencies and 

other participants.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gender and Peacebuilding Working Group and the Conflict Prevention Working 

Group  collaborated to host a roundtable to promote dialogue on the role of, and chal-

lenges to, the acceptance and implementation of the UN Security Council Resolution 

1325 on women and peacebuilding in an Islamic context and in post-Taliban Afghanistan 

in particular.  Speakers included two Afghan women, including one based in Kabul (via 

Skype) and officials from the Government of Canada.   Participants reported increased 

awareness of the needs and benefits of considering Islam in their programming work.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Small Arms Working Group (SAWG) participated at the Third Biennial meeting of 

States on the UN Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade 

in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects on 14 -18 July 2008 in New York and 

four other meetings/side events held over the same period.  SAWG also participated in 

two additional international meetings related to the Geneva Declaration on Armed Vio-

lence and Development: the Review Summit on the Geneva Declaration and the NGO 

Working Group meeting on Armed Violence and Development.  SAWG also established 

strategic alliances with the International Action Network on Small Arms and the Advo-

ÊÈÊàɯ/ÙÖÑÌÊÛȭɯɯ!ÖÛÏɯÊÖÕÛÐÕÜÌɯÛÖɯÙÈÐÚÌɯÍÜÕËÚɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯȿ#ÐÚÈÙÔÐÕÎɯ#ÖÔÌÚÛÐÊɯ5ÐÖÓÌÕÊÌɀɯ"ÈÔɪ

paign.  
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The "ÖÕÍÓÐÊÛɯ/ÙÌÝÌÕÛÐÖÕɯ6ÖÙÒÐÕÎɯ&ÙÖÜ×ɀÚɯparticipation and leadership role in the Global 

Partnership for the Prevention of Armed Conflict resulted in new and strengthened linkages 

with peacebuilding networks and civil society organizations in Mexico and elsewhere in Latin 

American and the Caribbean, North America, Europe and Sub-Saharan Africa.  Two initiatives 

for collaborative programming have been developed as a direct result of these linkages.  

 

The Director of the Sudan Task Force (STF) has noted the value of information exchanges be-

tween the STF and the Sudan InterAgency Reference Group  (SIARG), particularly regarding 

"ÈÕÈËÈɀÚɯÙÌÚ×ÖÕÚÌɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÐÕËÐÊÛÔÌÕÛɯÖÍɯ2ÜËÈÕɀÚɯ×ÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛɯÍÖÙɯÞÈÙɯÊÙÐÔÌÚɯÈÕËɯÊÙÐÔÌÚɯÈÎÈÐÕÚÛɯ

humanity.  There was also considerable overlap between SIARG recommendations and public 

statements by the Government of Canada when the arrest warrant was issued for President al-

Bashir, reflecting considerable alignment of SIARG and STF approaches. 

 

A joint Peace Operations Working Group and Sudan InterAgency Reference Group two -day 

scenario-building workshop on the implementation of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement 

in Sudan brought together Canadian and international experts on Sudan to examine the pros-

pects for sustained peace in the country.  Resulting recommendations were integrated into the 

&ÖÝÌÙÕÔÌÕÛɯÖÍɯ"ÈÕÈËÈɀÚɯ2ÜËÈÕɯ3ÈÚÒɯ%ÖÙÊÌɀÚɯ×ÖÓÐÊàɯ×ÓÈÕÕÐÕÎȮɯÈÕËɯÖÜÛ×ÜÛÚɯÞÌÙÌɯÈÓÚÖɯÜÚÌËɯÉàɯ

Canadian policy makers in their engagement with international partners.  

 

As a member of the Afghanistan Reference Group , Peacebuild participated in regular policy 

dialogue with the Afghanistan Task Force, and engaged Members of Parliament in a debate on 

Afghanistan before and after a Parliamentary Motion to extend the deployment of Canadian 

Forces in Afghanistan to July 2011.  

 

The Gender and Peacebuilding Working Group (GPWG) carried out extensive consultations 

with the Canadian and international communities of practice identifying the tenth anniversary 

of the passing of UNSCR 1325 on Women, Peace and Security as a focal point for assessing the 

challenges and achievements of Resolution 1325 by Canadian and international actors.  The 

GPWG also successfully engaged with previously untapped constituencies, including aca-

demic networks and francophone peacebuilding groups and NGOs.  

 

The 2ÔÈÓÓɯ ÙÔÚɯ6ÖÙÒÐÕÎɯ&ÙÖÜ×ɀÚɯrecommendation for Canada to focus on the domestic im-

plementation of its international commitments on the United Nations Programme of Action 

ÏÈÚɯÉÌÌÕɯÈÊÒÕÖÞÓÌËÎÌËɯÈÕËɯÊÐÛÌËɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯ#Ì×ÈÙÛÔÌÕÛɯÖÍɯ%ÖÙÌÐÎÕɯ ÍÍÈÐÙÚȮɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÎÙÖÜ×ɀÚɯÌßɪ

pertise has been called upon to inform four government -commissioned studies on the marking 

and tracing of firearms.   

Highlights continued... 
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The Secretariat produced 43 ebulletins and six enewsletters and disseminated these to a 

growing list of subscribers.  These products are very well received by readers as demon-

strated by a recent survey where 42% of members surveyed described the ebulletin as 

ȿÙÌÓÌÝÈÕÛɀɯÈÕËɯÈÕɯÈËËÐÛÐÖÕÈÓɯƖƝǔɯÚÈÐËɯÐÛɯÞÈÚɯȿÛÐÔÌÓàɀȭɯɯ.ÛÏÌÙÚɯØÜÈÓÐÍÐÌÙÚɯÜÚÌËɯÐÕÊÓÜËÌËɯ

ȿÐÕÍÖÙÔÈÛÐÝÌɀȮɯȿÙÌÓÐÈÉÓÌɀɯÈÕËɯȿÎÙÌÈÛɀȭɯɯ ɯÔÌÔÉÌÙɯÈÓÚÖɯÌÔÈÐÓÌËɯ/ÌÈÊÌÉÜÐÓËɯÛÖɯÌß×ÙÌÚÚɯÏÐÚɯÚÜ×ɪ

×ÖÙÛɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÌÉÜÓÓÌÛÐÕȯɯɁ"ÖÕÎÙÈÛÚɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÞÖÙÒɯàÖÜɀÙÌɯËÖÐÕÎɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯ/ÌÈÊÌÉÜÐÓËɯ!ÜÓÓÌÛÐÕȭɯɯ

(ÛɀÚɯÊÖÕÝÌÕÐÌÕÛɯÈÕËɯÐÚɯÏÌÓ×ÐÕÎɯÐÔÔÌÕÚÌÓàɯÛÖɯÉÖÖÚÛɯÛÏÌɯÖÙÎÈÕÐáÈÛÐÖÕɀÚɯ×ÙÌÚÌÕÊÌɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÔɪ

ÔÜÕÐÛàȭɂɯɯ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peacebuild expanded the membership and capacity of its Board of Directors by establish-

ing both an Audit and Finance Sub-Committee and a Fundraising Sub-Committee. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peacebuild has continued to provide opportunities for members to link to a wider net-

work of peacebuilders, both in Canada and internationally.  These connections are valu-

able and would be difficult for smaller groups to maintain independently.  As one Small 

 ÙÔÚɯ6ÖÙÒÐÕÎɯ&ÙÖÜ×ɯÔÌÔÉÌÙɯÚÛÈÛÌÚȯɯɁ(ɯÛÏÐÕÒɯÐÕɯ×ÈÙÛÐÊÜÓÈÙɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ4ÕÐÛÌËɯ-ÈÛÐÖÕÚȮɯÛÏÌɯ(Õɪ

ternational Action Network on Small Arms, and Control Arms [Campaign]. Peacebuild 

ÏÌÓ×ÚɯÜÚɯÛÖɯÉÜÐÓËɯÜ×ÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÞÖÙÒɯÖÍɯÛÏÌÚÌɯÖÙÎÈÕÐáÈÛÐÖÕÚɯÞÐÛÏÐÕɯÈɯ"ÈÕÈËÐÈÕɯÊÖÕÛÌßÛȭɂɯɯ 

 

 

Highlights continued... 
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Projects in Development -  May 2009  
 

Afghanistan: Pathways to Peace Conference series 

Peacebuild, the Group of 78, Project Ploughshares, Kabul University and 3D Security have 

partnered to: i) generate information and knowledge related to conflict resolution and rec-

onciliation efforts in Afghanistan; ii) support the establishment of a platform/mechanism 

for Afghan civil society; and c) communicate with and influence policymakers in the inter-

national community in support of reconciliation and 

peace in Afghanistan. 

 

Building Mediation Capacity in Canada  

Peacebuild is exploring collaborative opportunities 

to enhance and possibly institutionalize Canadian 

governmental and nongovernmental expertise in 

international mediation and participatory dialogue 

processes.  

 

Conference on the Situation of Children Affected 

by Armed Conflict in the DRC  

This two -day conference will examine the situation of children affected by the armed con-

flict in the DRC.  

 

Conflict Prevention in the Americas: Haiti  

Consultations will be carried out on and in Haiti to identify the var-

ied experiences of national CSOs and international NGOs working 

on conflict resolution and violence reduction activities.  The objec-

tive is to exchange lessons learned and to collaborate in targeted 

advocacy initiatives towards the national government and/or inter-

governmental actors, to engage in complementary or joint program-

ming and to link up with international networks to influence policy 

and to exchange experiences at the level of the Americas. 

 

Conflict Prevention and Natural Resource and Land Use  

Together with members of SERAPAZ, a Mexican peacebuilding net-

work, and Canadian and U.S. civil society actors, Peacebuild will 

promote targeted research, exchanges of experience, and policy dia-

logue in the areas of corporate social responsibility and community -

based natural resource and land management. 

 

Consolidation of the Peace Operations Monitor  

Phase V of the Peace Operations Monitor project will expand the website to include all 

peace operations in Africa.    

 

Impact of Armed Conflict on Children  

The development of four policy documents/research papers will help strengthen both the 

body of knowledge on the situation of children in armed conflict and the Government of 

"ÈÕÈËÈɀÚɯÞÖÙÒɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÈÙÌÈɯÖÍɯÊÏÐÓËÙÌÕɯÐÕɯÈÙÔÌËɯÊÖÕÍÓÐÊÛȭ 

 



 9 

Disarming Domestic Violence  

In partnership with the International Network on Small Arms, this campaign to restrict 

perpetrators of domestic violence from possessing firearms will unfold at the national  (13 

countries) and international levels, culminating at the Fourth Biennial Meeting of States on 

the UN Programme of Action.   

 

GPPAC North America: Armed Violence Reduction and Prevention Lessons Learned  

To increase and render more effective civilian and governmental efforts domestically and 

regionally to prevent and reduce armed violence, Peacebuild, the Alliance for Peacebuild-

ing in the U.S. and Servicios y Asesoría para la Paz (SERAPAZ) in Mexico will jointly initi-

ate a regional partnership for research and policy development focused on specific cases 

and contexts of armed violence and violence reduction, cross-border linkages, and replic-

able best practices. 

 

UN Monitoring and Evaluation Mecha-

nisms 

The monitoring and evaluation mechanisms 

of UN Security Council Resolution 1612 will 

be assessed with a view to improving these 

mechanisms and applying transferable 

knowledge to UNSCR 1325 and 1820.  The 

role of monitoring and evaluation in imple-

mentation and compliance will be exam-

ined, and the actors best placed to imple-

ment the various components of monitoring 

and evaluation will be identified.  

 

Peacebuilding Comes of Age  

A Peacebuild multimedia series will inform 

web users on how Canadian non-governmental actors are trying to prevent or halt violent 

conflict or help people and governments recover from war.  

 

Parliamentary Forum on Peace and Security  

Peacebuild is working to establish an all-party Parliamentary Forum to convene timely, 

expert-informed, critical discussions on current and emerging peace and security issues of 

particular interest to policymakers.  

 

Peacebuilding Dialogue  

Peacebuild will co-convene and co-organize a series of major dialogues bringing together 

Canadian peacebuilding policymakers and civil society practitioners, academics and their 

international counterparts to share information on policy developments, emerging trends 

and the effectiveness of norms and programmatic responses.  

 

Roundtable on Sexual Violence in Armed Conflict  

The roundtable, co-hosted by Peacebuild and the Pearson Peacekeeping Centre, will in-

crease understanding of the policy and programming implications of UNSCR 1820 and im-

prove the implementation of, and goals set out in, UNSCR 1820.   
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Executive Directorôs message 
 

With the support of network members and friends in Canada and internationally, a case 

was successfully made in the Spring of 2008 to the Canadian government to continue to 

fund this unique network . For that vote of confidence and recognition of the value of the 

network, we are deeply grateful to the Canadian International Development Agency, as 

well as to our members and a wide range of friends of the network.  
 

Since July 2008, when we were in a position to begin replacing lost staff and reactivating 

the Working Groups and Secretariat -- although, unfortunately, not at full -time levels -- 

Peacebuild has resumed filling the role of a focal point for Canadian peacebuilding inter-

est, expertise and knowledge. In doing so, it has also begun to chart a new course based 

on the strategic directions identified by members and other stakeholders in 2007. 
 

From mid -2008 and into the beginning of 2009, network Working Groups and the affili-

ated Afghanistan Reference Group and Sudan InterAgency 

Reference Group have been actively engaged in policy dia-

logue, advocacy and communications across a range of the-

matic issues and particular conflict situations. At the same 

time, members, staff and an enthusiastic and dedicated cohort 

of volunteers and interns have also been thinking and acting to 

ensure the continued relevance, viability and vitality of the net-

work. One great personal loss and setback to the network  was 

the untimely death of Board Secretary Douglas Fraser, who had 

played a key role in our operational and strategic reviews and 

was a constant source of real, hands-on volunteer support and 

expert advice, based on his lengthy and distinguished military, 

diplomatic and non -governmental years of service. 
 

3ÏÐÚɯàÌÈÙɀÚɯÓÌÝÌÓɯÖÍɯÍÜÕËÐÕÎɯÐÚɯÈËÌØÜÈÛÌɯÛÖɯÚÜ××ÖÙÛɯÈÊÛÐÝÐÛÐÌÚɯÈÊÙÖÚÚɯÛÏÌɯÕÌÛÞÖÙÒȮɯÉÜÛɯÍÖÙɯ

2010-ƖƔƕƕɯÊÖÔÔÐÛÛÌËɯÍÜÕËÐÕÎɯÍÙÖÔɯ"(# ɯÐÚɯÓÌÚÚɯÛÏÈÕɯƖƔɯ×ÌÙɯÊÌÕÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÐÚɯàÌÈÙɀÚɯÖ×ÌÙÈÛÐÕÎɯ

budget. To ensure continuity of programming and the network support function, targets 

have been set, a strategy for meeting those targets developed, and a plan of action is be-

ing implemented. The basic thrust of the strategy is to diversify funding by developing 

ÞÐÛÏɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚɯÈÕËɯÖÛÏÌÙÚɯÈɯ×ÖÙÛÍÖÓÐÖɯÖÍɯ×ÙÖÑÌÊÛɯÈÊÛÐÝÐÛÐÌÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÍÐÛɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÕÌÛÞÖÙÒɀÚɯÖÝÌÙɪ

all mandate and existing priorities. Increasing Working Group and Secretariat collabora-

tion and networking with international networks and organizations is expected to gener-

ate collaborative programming opportunities and lead to the identification of new 

sources of funding. At the same time, opportunities to secure core operational funding 

will be pursued with the Government of Canada and elsewhere.  
 

In terms of organizational change and improvements, I am convinced that with mem-

ÉÌÙÚɀɯÐÕÝÖÓÝÌÔÌÕÛɯÈÕËɯÌÕÊÖÜÙÈÎÌÔÌÕÛɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÖÝÌÕɯÊÖÔÔÐÛÔÌÕÛɯÈÕËɯÛÈÓÌÕÛÚɯÖÍɯÚÛÈÍÍɯ

and volunteers, we can meet the current institutional challenges, while not losing sight of 

the primary objective ɬ ensuring that we are making a positive difference in the work 

that we do -- transformational, not superficial change in relation to armed conflict.  
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