


About this Paper 
This paper was prepared for the Small Arms Working Group of Peacebuild. The paper is part of a series that 
explores key policy areas for Canadian government attention at the July 2008 United Nations Third Biennial 
Meeting of States to Consider Implementation of the PoA (programme of action on small arms and light 
weapons). The papers were first presented at a meeting between SAWG and Foreign Affairs and International 
Trade Canada in April 2008. The support of the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) is 
gratefully acknowledged. 
 
 
 
The Small Arms Working Group (SAWG) 
SAWG seeks to engage the Canadian peace, disarmament, human rights and development NGO communities 
in the development and promotion of national and international policies and measures to reverse the diffusion 
and misuse of small arms and light weapons.  Project Ploughshares is the coordinating agency of the working 
group.   
 
Through meetings, workshops and roundtables on small arms, the Working Group provides a forum, which 
encourages members to exchange information, share lessons learned and explore specific areas of collaboration 
and serves as a link between the NGO community and the Canadian government by engaging in small arms 
policy dialogue with relevant departments.  
 
Peacebuild 
Peacebuild, the Canadian Peacebuilding Network, is a member-based network of Canadian-based organizations 
and individuals actively involved in peacebuilding practice and policy development. Its goal is to engender 
greater coherence and effectiveness in building peace through fostering collaboration and coordination among 
diverse stakeholders in Canada and partners overseas. 
 
Peacebuild 
1  Nicholas Street, #1216, Ottawa, Ontario, KIN 7B7, Canada 
Tel: (613) 241-3446 Fax: (613) 241-4846 
www.peacebuild.ca 
 
 
Project Ploughshares 
Project Ploughshares is the ecumenical peace centre of The Canadian Council of Churches established to work 
with churches and related organizations, as well as governments and nongovernmental organizations, in Canada 
and internationally, to identify, develop, and advance approaches that build peace and prevent war. Project 
Ploughshares is affiliated with the Institute of Peace and Conflict Studies, Conrad Grebel University College, 
University of Waterloo, and is a founding member of the International Action Network on Small Arms 
(IANSA).  
 
Project Ploughshares 
57 Erb Street West 
Waterloo, Ontario   N2L 6C2 Canada 
519-888-6541  Fax: 519-888-0018 
plough@ploughshares.ca 
www.ploughshares.ca 
 
 
 
 
The views presented here do not necessarily reflect those of CIDA, SAWG member organizations, or the 
sponsoring churches of Project Ploughshares. 
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